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I.  OJ  the  Roman  hljlory^  and  the  exceU^ 

’ lence  of  the  fuhjeh  of  it  above  that  of 
thefubjea  of  any  othet  hijlory,  even 

of  that  of  Herodotus.— The  fwo  com- 
pared together.^The  progrcf^  of  the 
Roman  State  from  thefvmllefi  begin- 
nings.— Difference  trt  that  reJpeB  be- 
tivixt  Rome  and  the  kingdoms  ofJjta. 
'^ne  beginnings  of  the  kingdoms 
whereof  ive  know  not,  ive  learn  from 
the  Roman  hijhry.^ne-infiituttons 
and  manners  by  ivhich  they  became  Jo 
great  i-^alfo  the  vices  by  -which  they 
fell.-^Comparifon  betwixt  the  Roman 
hiftory  and  the  htfory  of  modern  /uh 
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tions  in  later  times. — Pajfage  from 
Milton  on  that  fubjeSl, — Of  thofe  -who 
have  ivritten  the  hifiorj  of  Rome^  be-'  ' 
ginning  nvith  Livy. — His  plan  very 
extenfive. — His  preface  /hows  that 
be  kneiv  the  fruit  that  vuas  to  be 
reaped  from  the  Jludy  of  the  Roman 
hiflory, — The  charaEler  of  Livy^  as 
he  has  exhibited  himfelf  in  his  hifiory^ 
is  very  amiable. — He  has  done  this  not 
improperly. — He  particularly  Jhovus 
himjelj  to  be  religious  by  the  refiec~ 
tions  he  makes  upon  the  religion  of 
the  Romans; — extraordinary  exam-, 
pies  of  their  regard  for  the  religion 
of  an  oath,--~One  revoard  he  mentions 
of  his  labours  in  voriting  his  hiflory ^ 
that  it  turns  his  eyes  from  the  mife^ 
ries  0/  his  own  times  ; — applicatibn 
f this  to  the  prefent  times. — His  ob~ 
fervation  upon  the  depopulation  of  I~ 
taly^  even  in  his  time ; — much  great- 
er in  after  times. — Of  the  free  fpirit 
•which  Livy  has  fhcnvn  hi  the  repre-- 
fentations  he  has  given  of  the  miferies 
of  bis  time^r^This  compared  -with  the 
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reprefentations  given  of  thofe  times  by 
the  poets  and  flatterers  of  Augujius, 
-^Of  the  faults  in  Livy's  hijlory 
and  frjl  as  to  thofe  of  the  matter.- — 

His  hiflory  of  the  firjl  ages  of  Rome 
under  the  kings  very  deficient^  parti- 
cularly  as  to  the  reign  of  Romulus 
and  his  great  vaar  voith  the  Veijen* 
Xth,— Enlarges  upon  nothing  but  ivhat 
he  can  adorn  voith  fpeeches  and  de- 
fcriptions  ; — example  of  this  in  the 
cafe  of  the  mar  betivixt  the  Romans 
and  the  Sabines^  and  the  union  ivith 
•which  it  vuas  concluded. — His  ac- 
count of  that  tranfaiHon  compared 
•with  the  Halicarnajftaii  s. — Materi- 
al circumjlances  emitted  by  Livy^  but 
•which  are  fuppUed  by  the  Halicar- 
najftan^  in  the  Jlory  of  the  Horatii  and 
Curiatii- — No  Jlory  altogether feigned  ' 
by  Livy^  tho'  circumjlances  of  embel- 
lijhment  may  be  added.— Scrupulous 
in  examining  the  evidence  offals.-— 
Difference  in  that  reJpcLl  betvuixt  , 
him  and  HeLlor  Boece,  the  Scotch 
the  ftile  o/*  Livy, — A . 
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fault  common  to  other  Latin  “writers ; 
and  the  defeSis  of  the  language  not  to 
he  imputed  to  him. — The  defeii  of  the 
ivant  of  an  article  fupplied  by  Livy 
in  fuch  a "way  as  to  make  the  fen* 
tence  not  intelligible  to  a mere  La- 
tin  fcholar.—Infances  of  this  kind. — 

Of  the  the  Jhort  cut^  and  obfeurity  of 
the  ftile  of  Livy. — This  he  learned  in 
the  School  of  Declamation^  uohere  ob- 
feurity  ivas  ftudiedy  as  nvell  as  foort 
fmart fentences. — Injlances  of  his Jhort 
abrupt  Jiile : — not  in  his  narrative 
only^  but  in  his  harangues  : — fo  fond 
of  it,  that  he  gives  up  the  gravity  of 
the  hiftoric  jlile^  and  falls  into  fmart 
familiar  converfation. — Progrefs  of 
the  corruption  of  the  Roman  tafte  of 
•writings  begun  by  Sallu/l^  carried  on 
by  Livy,  and  compleated  by  Tacitus.  . 
— The  imitation  of  Tacitus  and fome 
French  voriters  very  fafhionable  in 
Britain  fome  time  ago.— ‘But  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  from  a better  example 
Jhonvn,  it  ivill  be  entirely  difufed.— 

Of  the  obfeurity  of  Livy’s  flile. — ^ 
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or  three  examples  of  that. — His  Jlile 
compared^  in  point  of  perfpicuityy  ivitb 
tho/e  of  the  HalicarnaJJiany  and  of  Ju- 
lius  Caefar. — ‘the  ftile  hisfpcech- 

es  is  not  good^  the  matter  oj  them  is 
excellent,  - - - I 

a.  Of  yulius  Caefar' s Commentaries. — 
fubjeB  of  them  of  great  impor~ 

. tance. — ‘The  chara^ier  of  the  Man.~~ 

His  military  a£iions^  the  greatejl  that 
ever  •were.-—'l‘he  file  of  his  Com- 
< mentaries,  the  beji  hiftorical file  a- 
mong  the  Romans ; — vuonderful  con- 
Jidering  hoiv  hqflily  it  miifi  have  been 
yjritten  amidf  fuch  great  occupation,  74 

3.  Of  the  Roman  hiftories  of  the  Hali- 
carnajjian  and  Polybius^ — if  they  had 
not  been  preferved  to  us^  the  Roman 
empire  ivould  have  appeared  to  have 
been  the  ivork  of  chance^  not  of  ivif- 
dom  and  virtue^ — And firH  of  Diony^ 
fins. — He  as  voell prepared for  nvrU 
. • ting  his  hifiory  as  any  man  could  be ; 

* rm  learned  the  Latin  langtiage  for  that 
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purpofe ; — his  account  of  that  Ian- 
guage. — ^he  firjl  book  of  the  Hall- 
carnajjiany  the  befl  piece  of  archeology 
extant. -^The  author^  diligence  in  col- 
leSiing  from  fo  many  different  authors 
Greek  and  L atin. — Of  the  Aborigi- 
Tits^-—the  Latins, — and  Romans  - 
all  the  fame  people  under  different 
names.^  and  originally  from  Arcadia.^ 
*The  Pelafgi  aljo^ — and  the  colony  that 
came  ’with  Evander.,  likenvife  from 
■ that  country.— Of  thoj'e  that  came 
•with  Hercules  ; — an  account  of  that 
hero, — ''2  he  fixth  and  lajl  migration 
into  Latium  from  Greece^  -was  that 
of  the  ‘trojans  under  the  conduSi  of 
JEneas. — The  Trojans  alfo  originally 
from  Arcadia. — Of  the  genealogy  of 
JEneas.’ — His  voyage  font  Troy  to 
Latium  very  -well  traced  by  our  au- 
thor-, —proved  by  the  univerfal  belif 
of  the  people  of  Rome,  and  50  Trojan 
famines  Jlill  exijlmg  xvhen  our  author 
•wrote. — The  Romans,  mixed  as  they 
•were  of  different  colonies.,  all  origi- 
nally Greeks,— So  noble  a defcent 


Digilizet)  by  Gopgl 


the  G O ISI  t E N T 3.  ix 


Cb.  Pag. 

yen  to  them  hy  Dionj/fittt,  makes  his 
‘ hiftory  credible. — Livy's  account  of 
the  Romans^  cothpated  with  that  of 
the  Halicamajftan  : — Far  any  thing 
Livy  has  /aid,  they  might  have  been 
all  originally  barbarians^  fugitives^ 
andjlaves, — Some  of  them^  according 
to  his  account,  nvere  really  Jlaves.~—^ 

The  nobleft  defcent  not  fufficient,  ■with- 
out good  education,  lavcSj  and  injii- 
tutions.^The  Romans  bred  as  ivell 
as  born  to  be  mafiers  of  the  ivorld. 

■ — Of  the  injlitutions  of  Romulus, — ^ 
ift,  The  Patronage  and  Client/hip  he 
introduced.’— The  happy  confequences 
of  this  infiitution, — Next,  The  form 
of  government  injlituted  by  Romulus ; 
not  fo  democratical  as  it  became  in  af- 
ter times,  but  voell  mixed  and  poifed} 
—the  mcjl  antient  and  bejl  of  all  go- 
vernments.— The  bejl  of  all  Romulus's 
injlitutions  •was  the  family-govern- 
ment, vuhich  he  ejlahlifhed. — This  the 
chief  caufe  of  the  Roman  grandeur. — • 

The  happy  confequehces  of  it : — Vain- 
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ly  attempted  by  other  nations^  even 
by  the  Spartans. — Livy  mentions  but 
one  of  Romulus's  Je'ven  inflitutionsy 
mid  that  •very  Jhortly. — Of  the  reli~ 
gious  inftitutions  of  Romulus. — The 
fate  of  religion  in  Latium  in  his 
time ; — a good fy fern  ofTheifm^  avith- 
out  the  mixture  of  thofe  impious  fa~ 
bles,  ii'bich  difgraced  the  Greek  reli- 
gion in  the  days  of  our  author. — This 
pure  religion  not  introduced  by  Ro~ 
mulusy  hut  imported  by  the  Greek  co- 
lonies  that  had  fettled  in  Latium  he~ 
fore  his  finie^ — Romulus  infituted  re-- 
ligious  fejiivals,  and  facrifices,  and 
many  prief  hoods. — Livy  not  more  full 
upon  the  religious  infitutions  of  Ro~ 
mulus  than  upon  the  civil ; — wom- 
derful  that  he  fjould  have  faid  fo 
little  of  fo  great  a King  and  the foun- 
der of  Rome  ; — one  of  the  greatef 
men  that  ever  exified ; — an  altar  e- 
rebied  to  him  by  an  Italian  in  later 
times. — Livy  fuller  upon  the  religious  • 
infitutions  of  Numa ; — but  not  fo  full 
and  difinSi  as  the  Halicarnaftan  •,  o~ 
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mits  one  of  the  civil  infitulions  of 
Numa  of  great  importance. — Dtony- 
Jius,  a mojl  religiom  hi^ortani  hut  not 
fuperftitious^  becaufe  he  believes  in 
demons  and  extraordinary  interpofi- 
tions  of  divinity. — The  people  of  Rome, 
the  moJl  religions  people  in  the  ivorld; 
— more ' religious  than  the  Greeks  or 
Fgyptians  ; — lived  ’with  their  Gods, 
and  confulted  them  upon  all  occafions 
public  and  private. — The  ^wonderful 
effeil  that  this  mujl  haue  had  upon 
their  lives  and  manners.  — In  their 
degenerate  Jlate  they  negleBed  reli- 
gion.— This  a certain  proof  of  dey^e~ 
neracy  in  all  nations. — Apology  of  the 
author  for  infijling  Jo  much  upon  the 
fubje£t  of  the  HalicnrnaJJian' s hiflory 
in  a ivork  -which profejjes  only  to  treat 
of  ftile. — Of  the  Stile  of  the  Halicar- 
najjians  hi/lory  ; — the  great ejl  beau- 
ty both  in  the  narrative  and  rhetoric 
cal  part  of  it ; — not  fo  figured  as  the 
file  of  ‘Thucydidesy  nor  Jo  plain  as 
that  of  Xenophon. — His  J'peecbes  all 
fpeeches  of  bufinefs^ — neither  Sophifi- 
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cat  nor  declamatory. — Photius’sjudg- 
meiit  of  the  HalicarnaJJiatC s Jiilcy  ill 
founded  i—^m  obfcurity  or  perplexity 
in  hii  ftile^  except  "where  the  MS.  is 
Jaulty. — Of  the  Halicamaffian' s cri- 
tical  ^orks  ; — a neiv  edition  both  of 
thefe  and  of  his  hijloryt  recommended 
to  the  Scholars  of  Oxford. — Faults  in 
the  prefent  edition  that  may  be  cor- 
re^ed ; one  of  them  mentioned. 

The  hijlory  of  Polybius  may  be  conji- 
dered  as  a continuation  of  the  Hali- 
carnafftan  s hiflory. — Thefe  two  hi/lo- 
ries the  inqfl  valuable  in  the  "world; 

— but  have  come  doivn  to  us  fadly 
mutilated. — Some  excerpts  from  them 
f referred.  — What  Polybius  calls  his. 
hiftory,  comprehends  only  a period  of 
53  years,  beginning  ttsith  the  Jecond 
Punic  nvar^  and  coming’  do-wn  to  the 
conqueji  of  Macedonia. — His  two firjl 
hooks  are  only  preparatory  and  intro~ 
duciory  to  his  hijlory. — His  hijlory. 
lakes  in  the  mojl  glorious  period  of 
Rome. — Deferiptiou  of  their  glory  at 
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that  time. — ^he  moderation  they 
JhavDed  in  the  ufe  of  their  power ^ and 
their  clemency  to  thoje  that  had  of- 
fended tbem.’^The  grandeur  of~tBe 
Romanfenate at  that  timei-^whenam- 

. baffadors  from  all  parts  of  the  earthy 
and  even  Kings  in  perfon^  attended 
them. — Their  virtue  fill  preferved^ 
and  not  impaired  either  by  power 
or  wealth,— The  bifiory  of  the  later 
and  more  glorious  part  <f  this  period^ 
not  preferved  to  us  in  what  we  have 
g/*  Polybius ; — but  this  fupplied  by 
what  we  have  of  Livy.— What  we 
have  left  of  Polybius ^fhows  us  more 
of  the  diftrejfes  and  calamities  of  the 
Romans  than  of  their  triumphs. — 
Their  Ioffes  both  by  fea  and  land  in 
the  firjl  Punic  war  very  great ; — 
and  their  Ioffes  in  the  fecond  Punic 
war^  fuch  as  brought  them  to  the 
brink  of  ruin. — That  war  the  fneji 
fuljeii  of  hijlory^  on  account  of  the 
variety  of  great  events  in  it^  and  the 
wifdom  and  virtue  there  Jhown.-— 
The  great  difficulties  that  tianmbal 
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had  to  encounter  before  he  got  into  l- 
taly^  and  the  prodigious  force  that 
•was  there  to  oppofe  him.  — The  fub- 
jeEi  therefore  of  Polybius's  hijlory  the 
7ioblefl  that  can  be  imagined ; — very 
proper  for  tnjorctn^  mhat  he  re  com-  • 
mends  Jo  much,  viz.fubmijjion  to  the 
Roman  government. — No  man  fitter  to 
•write  upon  fuch  a fubjeii  than  Poly- 
bius ; — a man  oj  hufmefsy  and  vaho 
bad  been  employed  in  great  affairs^ 
both  civil  and  military.  — The  diffe- 
rence betwixt  him  and  the  Halicar- 
najfian  in  this  refpe^^  and  alfo  in  re- 
Jpeil  of  his  being  much  better  inform^ 
ed  of  thd  fails  "which  he  relates. — 
'The  fnbjeSl  of  Polybius's  hijlory  more 
comprehenfive  than  that  of  the  Hali- 
carnajftany  in  refpeSi  it  takes  in  the 
affairs  of  other  nations y as  -well  as  of 
the  Romans.— Of  the  digreffions  in 
Polybiusy  vuhich^  though  contrary  to 
the  laivs  of  hijlory  y are  very  injlruc- 
tive,  particularly  with  refpeEl  to  the 
military  affairs  of  the  Romans. — His 
defcriptions  of  battles  •wonderfully 
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clear  and  lively, — The  value  of  fuch 
, a body  of  hijlory  at  that  of  the  Halt- 
carnajftan  and  Polybius^  if  it  mere  all 
preferved^  or  if  it  could  he  yet  reco~ 
vered  ;—fome  chance  for  that ; — a 
MS.  of  Livy  dtfcovered  to  be  in  the  > 
Emperor  of  Morocco's  library. — Of 
the  ftile  of  Polybius ; — much  inferior 
to  that  of  the  HalicarnaJftan.-—\6\o- 
tifms  of  Polybius ; — not  an  obfcure 
•writer y but  his  fenfe  fometimes  mijla- 
ken  both  by  his  tranjlator  Cgfaubon 
and  Livy. — His  Greek  not  elegant^ 
hut  very  intelligible  and  perfpicuous  ; 
very  little  of  the  rhetorical  file  in 
his fpeeches ; — no  affeSiation  or  labour 
to  "write  ill. — General  obfervations 
upon  the  Greek  hijlorians  compared 
•with  the  Latin.  - - - 151 


5.  Of  modern  hijlorians y particularly 
Buchannan. — His  hijlory  of  Scotland 
•written  in  very  good  Latin. — In  his 
learned  age  the  Latin  "was  a living 
language  among  the  learned. — In  the 
next  age  Milton  "wrote  Latin  perfe^~ 


Digitized  by  Google 


The  CONTENTS.  xvi 


Ch.  Pag. 

ly  nvell.-^BucbanatCs  Jlile  ^ narra- 
tive better  compofed  than  that  ^ Li- 
vy ^ and  not  Jb  ol^cure.-^His  Jpeeches 
alfo  goody  hut  few  of  them, — Mojl  of 
them  tndireSl ; — one  direfl  and  of 
CQti/tderable  lengthy  againd female go~ 
•uernmerU  \ —an  heroic  fpeech  he  puts 
into  the  mouth  of  a ’ivoman.'^The 
fpeech  of  David  I.  King  of  Scotland 
on  the  death  of  his  fon^  containing  a 
topic  of  confolation  not  common.— Of 
Milton's  Englijh  hijlory. — It  is  ^ 
abridgement  of  hijlory  ; — therefore 
the  compoftion  of  it  not fo fine  as  might 
otheriuife  be  expelled. — Of  Lord 
Littleton's  hijlory  of  Henry  Jl.  ; — 

Not  an  abridgement  like  Milton's  hi- 
fory  i— therefore  fill  more  copious  ; 

— the  bejl  Jlile  of  hijlory  that  has 
been  nvritten  in  this  age. — His  ac- 
count  of  th(  Norman  invafon  fuller 
and  better  than  that  of  Milton.-— ‘Of 
the  hijlories  of  modern  times  :—The 
aSiions  of  barbarous  nationsy  fuch  as 
thoje  ’Who  made  themf elves  majlers  of 
the  provinces  of  the  Roman  Empire 
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in  the  middle  a^es^  not  a ft  fuhje^ 
for  hifiory. — The  fubje6i  of  hiftory 
concluded  ivith  an  advice  to  authors 
to  form  their  Jlile  upon  the  ant  lent 
models; — to  imitate  thefe  and  to  tranf 
late  from  them ; — but  from  the  Greek 
rather  than  from  the  Latin  ; — to 
tranflate  as  ^ueen  Llizabeth  did,-— 

The  advantages  .of  this  pra^iice. — 
fhe  uniform  Jamenefs  of  arrangement 
in  the  modern- languages  ought  to  be 
avoided  as  much  as  may  be. — Exam- 
ples of  the  common  order  <f  uuords 
being  changed  ivith  elegance  and 
•without  obfcurity.-^The  connexion 
betnvixt  the  relative  and  its  antece- 
dent ought  to  be  nvell  marked,  fome~  ■ 
times  by  the  repetition  of  the  word, 
—There  may  be  a clafftcal  repetition  • 
of  a ivord,  as  •well  as  an  ellipfs,-^ 
Where  there  are  cafes  in  our  language 
formed  by  a change  of  the  •wordy  ad- 
vantage fhould  be  taken  of  that  to  al- 
ter the  common  arrangement : — Ex~ 
ample  of  this, — By  fuch  tranfpofitions 
c 
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the  Jlile  of  Thucydides  may  he  imita- 
ted.— Of  variety  in  the  compoftion  of 
periods^  and  their  feveral  members  : 
•—In  this  the  Halicarnajftan  excels 
•wonderfully. — Milton  the  heji  com- 
pofer  in  Engli/hj  both  in  verfe  and 
profe. — Of  his  verfe  both  blank  and 
rhymed Stile  of  his  polemical  wri- 
tings more  compofed  in  periods  than 
that  of  his  hiflory. — Examples  of  fame 
periods  from  thofe  writings  : — IVon- 
derful  variety  of  matter  in  them. — Dr 
fohnfoiis  cenfure  of  Miltons  file. — 

The  DoHor^  not  being  a Greek  fcholar^ 
no  judge  of  it.  —His  preference  of  the 
Paradife  Loft  to  the  Iliad  abfurd  and 
ridiculous. — Dr  Johnforis  attack  up- 
on Miltotis  Latin,  as  ill founded  as 
upon  his  Englifh. — ^Apology  for  what 
the  author  has  fold  of  Dr  JohnJon.— 
Recommendation  to  hiforiographers 
and  all  authors  to  form  a good  tafle 
of  writing  before  they  begin. — Tf  their 
tafe  be  bad,  the  more  they  lai/our 
their  compoftion,  the  worfe  it  will 
h(.T^Example  of  thod. — But  the  tnor> 
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derns  •very  deficient  In  it. — Of  the  ne~ 
cejfity  of  forming  - a good  tafie  before 
one  begins  to  -write. — If  not ^ the  ftile^  ' 
the  more  it  is  laboured^  the  •ivorfe  it 
•will  be,  22$ 
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OJ' the  Dic/aSlic  Stile* 


Ch.  ^ Pag, 

I.  The  DidadHc  Stile  plain  and fimple^ 
the  mojl  neceffary  of  ail  fiiles^  being 
that  by  -which  all  arts  and  fciencc-s 
are  taught. — It  is  of  t-wo  kinds 
That  by  -which  a man  is  taught  to 
kno-w  that  he  does  not  kno-w ; and 
that  by  -which  he  is  made  to  kno-w^ 
or  is  inJlruSied, — The  firfi  method  ex- 
tremely offenfi-ue. — Socrates  put  to 
death,  and  EpiUetus  beaten, for  prac* 
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tifmg  it. — 7 he  Socratic  dialogue  a 
good  "way  of  inflruiiing ; — pradiifed 
both  by  Xenophon  and  Plato.~~An 
account  of  Xenophon  s dialogues  in  the  ^ 
Memorabilia. — In  that  nvork  nve 
have  the  gentiine  philofophy  of  So- 
crates pure  and  unmixed. — Socrates 
a mojl  extraordinary  man- — In  the 
Memorabilia  both  methods  of  inf  ruc- 
tion praliifed. — Difference  in  that  re- 
fpell  betvAxt  Xenophon  and  Plato,— 

One  remarkable  converfation  of  So- 
crates ivith  EuthydemuSy  recorded 
by  Xenophon^  •which  ended  in  Euthy- 
demus  being  infrulied^  and  becoming 
a follo’wer  of  Socrates. — Socrates  in 
Xenophonrnot  only  ajks^  but  anfwers 
quejlions, — A converfation  of  that 
kind  with  Hippies. — fhough  the  phi- 
lo/ophy  <f  the  Memorabilia  be  not 
perfeci.^  it  is  a mof  ufeful  work. — Of 
the  CEconomics  of  Xenophon. — The 
difference  betwixt  it  and  the  Memo- 
rabilia ; — more  a piece  than  the  Me- 
morabilia.— Socrates^  infead  of  in- 
fruliingy  as  in  other  converjations^ 


is  himfelf  inJlruSied. — Oeconomy  of’ 
two  kinds,  within  doors  and  without, 
—Of  each  in  its  order, — The  firji  de„ 
pends  mojl  upon  the  wife  ; — the  in- 
firuBions proper  to  he  given  to  a wife. 
—Of  the  oeconomy  without  doors,— 
which  in  this  cafe  was  the  manage^ 
went  of  a farm.,— This  depends  upon 
the  right  choice  of  an  overfeer. — Of 
the  operations  of  farming. — An  eulo- 
gium  upon  that  art. — The  lejfons 
which  Socrates  receives  in  this  art, 
the  bejl  example  of  the  Socratic  me~ 
thod  of  teachhig  by  ajking  quefions. 
—An  account  given  of  that  method  of 
teaching  in  this  dialogue; — the  concha 
fton  of  It  very  fine. — It  is  a piece  in^ 
vented  by  the  author,  not  a real  convert 
fation  Ukethofe  in  the  Memorabilia. — 
Of  the  third  and  lafi  dialogue  of  Xeno^ 
phon,  the  Hieron, — more  poetical 
than  any  of  them,  having  a kind  of 
peripeteia  in  it. — The  conclufion  of 
this  piece  tranfiated  from  the  Greek. 
—Obfervations  upon  the  file  of  Xe^ 
nophons  dialogue-writing,— yf  per- 
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feSi  model  of  the  fille  of  Attick  con- 
verfation.  — When  he  departs  from 
that  file  in  one  infiance^  the  writing 
not  good,  - - - 293 

2.  Plato  the  greatef  dialogiji  of  an- 
tient  or  modern  times. — His  dialogues 
reckoned  by  Arifotle  Pieces  of  poetry* 

— He  has  imitated  Homer  in  two 
things^  of  never  appearing  himfelf  in 
his  worksy  and  in  mixing  the  narra- 
tive with  the  dramatic, — His  dia- 
logues therefore  very  properly  divided 
into  dramaticy  narrativCy  and  mixed, 

— Great  variety  in  his  narrative  dia- 
logues.— Some  of  his  dialogues  have 
only  the  form  of  dialoguesy  but  not 
the  nature ; fuch  as  the  ten  books  de 
Republica,  and  the  twelve  de  Legi- 
bus. — The  Protagoras,  the  finef  of 
all  Plato's  dialoguesy  conftdered  as  a 
poetical  compofttion.—A  particular 
account  of  it. — The  fcenery  in  ity  and 
the  various  turns  and  incidents  in  ity 
particularly  fine. — It  concludes  with 
a change  of  the  opinions  maintained 


Digitized  by  GoogI 


The  CONTENTS.  xxiii 


Ch.  Pag. 

hy  the  tnm.  difputants^  which  may  be 
called  the  catajlrophe  of  the  piece, — • 

The  next  mofl  beautiful  dialogue  in 
Plato^  is  the  Gorgias. — Not  necejf  'ary 
to  give  fo  particular  an  account  of  it. 

— Of  the  manner  of  teaching  of  Pla^ 
to  in  his  dialogues.— . It  is  for  the 
greatejl  part  only  refutation.— This 
more  agreeable  to  the  charaEier  of 
Socrates  than  plain  teaching. — Of 
the  matter  of  the  dialogues  of  Plato. 
—It  is  chiefly  moral  and  political^ 
but  with  a great  mixture  of  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Eleatic  and  Pythago- 
rean philofophy  ^ and  of  the  philofophy 
of  ideas,  which  he  brought  from  E- 
gypt,  as  well  as  the  doEirine  of  the 
Trinity. — The  two  lafl  mentioned,  the 
mofl  valuable  part  of  the  philofophy 
of  Plato, — His  philofophy  of  morals 
defeEiive,  in  not  knowing  that  the 
principle  of  morals  was  the  to  xaA.oi', 
and  in  not  defining  what  the  to  jtaAov 
is,  though  he  has  mentioned  it  fo  of- 
■ ten. — His  logic  and  dialeEiic,  too  im- 
ferfeEl,  compared  with  thofe  of  Ari- 
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Jlotle.'—His  phllofophy  of  Nature  like- 
•wife  not  fo  good  as  the  Pythagorean 
•work  from  "which  he  has  copied  it.— 

His  fyjlem  of  government  not  fo  good 
neither  as  that  "which  the  yefuits  ac- 
tually put  in  pra6iice  in  Paraguay. 
•—The  Theology  therefore  of  Plato^ 
the  bef  part  of  his  philofophy. — This 
exalts  the  mind  above  human  affairs 
and  all  things  on  earth. — This  phi- 
lofophy fhould  be  moft  cultivated  in 
a degenerate  fate  of  a nation: — This 
praBifed  by  the  Alexandrine  fcbool. 
—Of  the  ftile  of  Plato. — This  immo- 
derately praifed  by  Cicero^  but  "with 
a proper  diflinBion  by  the  Halicar- 
najftan. — His  chief  beauty  of  file  is 
in  the  numbers  of  his  compofitioUt  of 
•which  "we  have  no  perception. — His 
•works  upon  the  "whole  are  very  va- 
luable and  ought  to  be  carefully  flu-  ' 
died. — They  are  the  befl  preparation 
for  the  philofophy  of  Ariflotle^  and 
particularly  for  his  logic.  - - 
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3,  ‘The  philofophy  of  Arijlolle  quite 
complete  ; — the  feveral  parts  of  it  e~ 
numerated. — Obfervations  upon  the 
matter  of  ity  beginning  -with  Logic. 

— The  fubjeSl  of  Logic  is  to  let  us 
know  what  fcience  is. — The  nccejfity 
of  this. — No  man  can  truly  underjland 
any  fcience  without  knowing  what 
fcience  is. — Mr  Locke's  account  of 
fciencci  compared  with  Ariflotle's. — 

It  is  altogether  imperfefl  and  deficient. 

— Mr  Locke  faysy  that  the  divifion 
of  things  into  genus  and  fpecies  is 
artificial,  and  has  no  foundation  in  na- 
ture ; — the  confequence  of  this,  that 
truth  has  no  foundation  in  nature. — 

It  fubverts  alfo  the  fundamental  doc- 
trine of  Theology. — Of  the  Dialectic 
of  Arifiotle,—firJl  reduced  by  him  to 
an  art; — not  demonfirative  reafoning, 
finch  as  that  taught  by  his  Logic  ; — 
neither  is  it  an  art  of fophifiry,  but  a 
way  of  reafoning  that  is  very  vfcful. 

— Of  the  Morals  of  Ariftotle ; — he  is 
very  full  upon  that  fubjefl ; — has 

written  four  feveral  treatifes  upon  it. 

> 
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r-^His  fyjletn  of  Morals,  much  better 
than  that  of  Plato,  in  tnvo  refpeSis,— 
firft,  that  he  has  given  us  the  true 
principle  of  moral  aclions  ;—and,  fe- 
condly,  that  he  makes  the  proper  dl- 
JiinSlion  betwixt  our  intelleflual  and 
animal  natures. — This  diJlin£lion 
ferves  to  explain  a fundamental  doc- 
trine of  Chriflianity , viz.  the  Incar- 
nation.— -It  ferves  aljo  to  explain  that 
paradox  of  the  Stoics,  that  the  pul- 
chrum  and  the  honeftuna  is  the  only 
good  of  ynen. — Every  thing  relating 
to  the  happinefs  of  human  life  is  treat-  j 

ed  of  in  thefe  Mbrals  of  Ariflotle. — r j 

He  particularly  full  upon  the  fub-  j 

jed  of  Friendfhip.—A  new  edition  of  I 

thefe  books  fhould  be  given, — Of  the  I 

political  works  of  Ariflotle.-— Morals  j 

and  Politics  among  the  antients,  ; 

branches  of  the  fame  fcience. — Ari-  \ 

fotles  political  fyflem  not  founded  up- 
on vifionary  fyflems  like  that  of  Pla-r 
to,  but  upon  fa6l  and  experience. — A- 
riflotle  wrote  alfo  two  books  upon 
Peconomy*-— hijlory  of  thefe 
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books  very  Jingular.—Of  the  Phyfics 
of  Arijlotle, — The  philofophy  of  Na- 
ture is  there  to  be  found. — No  philo- 
fophy  of  Nature  among  the  moderns  ; 

— nothing  but  faSls  of  natural  hijio- 
ry^  calculation,  and  computation.-^ 
Our  attempts  to  philofophife  upon  na- 
ture have  led  to  very  gr of s errors.^ 
Great  and  important  truths  efablifh- 
ed  by  Arijlotle  in  his  books  oj  Phyfics; 

— very  jufily,  therefore,  celebrated 
by  the  fchoolmen  on  account  of  his  na- 
tural philofophy . — Of  the  Metaphy- 
fics  of  Arijlotle. — The  nature  of  this 
fcience. — It  is  the  Science  of  fciences^ 
as  it  demonjlrates  the  principles  of  all 
fciences. — Without  Metaphyfics  voe 
cannot  be  perfeflly  learned  in  any 
fcience. — Example  of  this  in  Georne-  , 
try  and  Arithmetic. — Another  ex- 
ample in  the  cafe  of  Logic, — alfo  of 
natural  philofophy .—-'1  [■\>to\o^y , the 
bightjl  part  of  Metaphyfics. — The 
Theology  of  Plato  more  fublime  than 
that  of  Arifiotle. — The  Theology  of 
Arijlotle,  fo  Jar  as  it  goes,  a pure 
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fyjlem  of  Theifm,  but  defeSiive  in  fwo 
great  points  i—firjl,  the  Providence 
of  God  over  all  his  nvorks  not  affect- 
ed : — He  is  reprefented  as  pajftng  his 
•whole  time  in  contemplation. — fhis 
a kind  of  Epicurean  God. — Rejefls 
the  popular  religion  of  his  country. — 

The  other  refpe£i  in  vuhich  his  Theo- 
logy is  deficient^  is,  that  he  does  not 
make  God  the  Author  of  the  material 
•world,  but  only  the  Mover  of  it, — 
does  not  derive  from  him  even  the 
minds  that  animate  this  •world.  352. 

4.  ^eries  concerning  Philofophy,  41^ 

5.  The  Halicarnajftan  s treatife  of  Com- 
pofition  is  confined  to  the  found  of  the 
Greek  language. — In  this  a great  va- 
riety.— Of  the  vovuels  in  Greek. — 

All  the  vocal  founds  pqffible,  in  that 
langvage.-^That  not  the  cafe  of  e- 
very  language. — Ho'w  there  came  ta 
be  7 vovuels  reckoned  by  the  Greek 
grammarians. — Of  the  variety  of  con-  ' 
fonants  in  Greek  the  Jy liable s con- 
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fequently  very  various.-— Of  the  Greek 
accents  upon  fyllables  ;—thefe  belie- 
ved by  fome  not  to  exifl  ; — proof 
from  fail  of  their  exiJlence.-‘ — Of  long 
and  fhort  fyllables  in  Greek fome 
long  fyllables,  longer  than  others,  and 
fome  fhort  fyllables.,  fhorter  than  o- 
thers. — I’he  Halicarnqffian' s account 
of  long  and  fjort fyllables,  that  is,  of 
the  rhythm  of  language,  more  di- 
fin^  than  Cicero's  account- — Of  fyl- 
lables words  are  made,  and  of  words 
fentences,  with  all  the  variety  of  pe~ 
riods  and  members  of  periods. — Of  the 
wonderful  variety  and  beauty  of  the 
compofition  in  Greek. — That  beauty 
was  fill  greater  when  Homer  wrote, 
and  when  greater  liberty  was  ufed 
with  words.  — The  variety  of  ar- 
rangement, which  the  fyntax  of  the 
■ Greek  language  permits,  adds  won- 
derfully to  the  beauty  of  found  in  the 
Greek  compofition,  and  alfo  to  the 
fenfe. — Of  what  is  called  the  natu- 
ral order  of  words  ; — that  does  not 
make  the  beauty  of  compoftion.—Of 
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the  ’Wonderful  beauty  of  the  Orations 
of  Demojlhenes  pronounced  by  himfelf, 

— T’wo  things  required  to  make  aper~ 
fe6i  file  ; — that  it  fhould  be  both 
beautiful  and  pleafant. — Of  the  dif- 
ference betnvixt  the  two. — Four  things 
required  to  make  a ftile  both  beautiful 
and  pleafant,  fo  far  as  concerns  the 
found,  viz.  melody,  rhythm,  variety, 
and  what  is  decent  and  proper. — Of 
each  of  thefe  in  order. — The  Rhythm 
much  inftfled  upon-, — examples  of  good 
and  bad  rhythm. — Alfo  much faid  up- 
on the  'TO  TTfe-jov,  and  illitf  rated  by 
examples  from  Homer.— Of  the  Me- 
lody of  fpeech, — how  difinguifhed 
from  the  melody  of  muftc, — not  redu- 
cible to  rules. — Of  the  three  different 
charaSlers,  the  auftere,  the  florid, 
and  the  middle. — Examples  of  thefe 
from  different  authors.  — Two  curious 
problems  : — imo.  How  prof e is  to  be 
made  like  to  verfe. — 2do,  How  verfe 
is  to  be  made  like  to  profe. — The  frf 
a myfery  in  his  time, — yet  to  be  con- 
ceived even  by  us. — Examples  from 
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Demqfihenes.^This  can  only  be  done 
in’ a language  •which  has  the  rhythm 
of  long  and /hort fyllables ; — not  there- 
^ fore  in  Engli/h,  except  the  diSiion  be 
poetieaU — Of  making  profe  of  verfe. — 
‘This  explained  by  the  Halicamafjian 
in  a pafjage  tranflated  from  him,— 
Milton's  •uerfe  the  perfeSiion  of  that 
f ile  in  Englifh. — Next  to  MiltorCs  is  . 
that  of  Dr  Armjlrong. — Mr  Pope's 
•verfes  very  different.— OlyeSlions  to 
Milton's  verffication  anpwered.— 
This  •work  of  the  HalicamaJJiany  the 
moji  elegant  compofition  in  the  didac- 
tic f ile. — Many  errors  in  the  text  to 
l^e  corre^ed,  - - « 437 
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Rig.  4Z.  line  19.  Seneca,  lege  Quintilian 
— 22.  axtTt^t  lege  rKtTnett 

100.  2.  in  the  Note  Luguhinae  lege  Euguhinat 

10.  in  the  Note  Lugubinae  lege  Euguhinae 

162.  ult.  1700  700 


265. 

325- 

339- 

381. 


19.  to  lege  too 

3.  De  L’ Argent,  lege  Dargens. 

I.  in  the  Note  lib.  2.  lege  lib.  XI. 
12.  magnitude  lege  magnitude ^ 
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OF 

LANGUAGE. 
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CHAP.  I. 

Of  the  Roman  hijlory^  and  the  excellence  of 
the  fubjeil  of  it  above  that  of  the  fubjeSi 
of  any  other  hifiory^  even  of  that  of  Hero- 
dotus. — The  tivo  compared  together^-- 
The  progrefs  of  the  Roman  State  from 
the  fmallefl  beginnings. — Difference  in 
that  refpe^  betivixt  Rome  and  the  king- 
VoL.  V.  A 
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ilov2s  of  Afiii. — The  beginnings  of  the 
kingdoms  ’whereof  ice  knozu  not,  ive  learn 
from  the  Roman  hifory. — The  infitu- 
Tions  and  manners  by  ivhicb  they  became 
fo  great ; — afo  the  ’vices  by  ’which  they 
fell. — Con'iparifou  betivixt  the  Roman  hi- 
fory and  the  hifory  of  modern  nations  in 
later  times.-— Pajfage  from  Milton  on  that 
fubjccl. — Of  thofe  ’who  ha’ve  ’written  the 
hifory  of  Rome,  beginning  ’with  Livy. — 
Ills  plan  very  extenfive.—His  preface 
Jhoics  that  he  kne-w  the  fruit  that  was 
to  be  reaped  from  the  fudy  of  the  Roman 
hifory. — The  charadler  of  Livy^  as  he 
has  exhibited  himfelf  in  his  hifory  ^ is  ve- 
ry amialle. — lie  has  done  this  nofimpro- 
perly. — He  particularly  Jloows  himfelf  to 
be  religions  by  the  refleftions  he  makes  upon 
the  religion  of  the  Romans ; — extraordi- 
nary exam[iles  of  their  regard for  the  re- 
ligion of  an  oath. — One  reward  he  men- 
tions of  bis  labours  in  writing  his  hifory, 
that  it  turns  his  eyes  from  the  miferies  of 
his  own  times  ; — application  of  this  to 
the  prejent  times. — His  obfervation  upon 
the  depopulation  of  Italy,  even  in  his  time; 
— much  greater  in  after  times.  — Of  the 
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’ •'  free  Spirit  'which  Livy  has  po-wn  in  the 
representations  he  has  given  of  the  inifc- 
. ries  of  his  time.—Lhis  compared  -with  the 
representations  given  of  ihofe  times  by  the 
' poets  and  fatterers  of  Jugufus.  — OS  the 
faults  in  Livy's  hifory  ; — and  frf  as  to 
thofe  of  the  malter.— hifiory  of  thefirjl 
ages  of  Rome  under  the  king  s very  deficient^ 
particularly  as  to  the  reign  of  Romulus 
and  his  great  'war  'with  the  Veijentes. 
— Enlarges  upon  nothing  but  vjhat  he  can 
adorn  'ivith Speeches  and  deferiptions ; — 
example  oj  this  in  the  cafe  of  the  war 
betwixt  the  Romans  and  the  Sabine's,  and 
the  union  with  which  it  Was  concluded. 

His  account  of  that  tranfablion  compared 
•with  the  Halicarnajfian  s. — Material  cir~ 
cuniflances  omitted  by  Livy.,  but  which 
are  Supplied  by  the  Halicarnajfian,  in  the 
fory  of  the  Horatii  and  Ciiriatii.—hio 
fory  altogether  feigneii  by  Idvy,  tho  cir- 
cunjlances  of  enibellfJoment  may  be  added, 

Scrupulous  in  examining  the  evidence 

of  fabls. — Difference  in  that  refpecl  be- 
twixt him  and  LleSlor  Boece,^  the  Scotch 
hiJlorian.—Of  the  ftileo/' Livy.— H fault 
common  to  other  Latin  writers;  and  the 
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defeSis  of  the  language  not  be  imputed 
to  him. he  defe£l  of  the  -want  of  an 
article  fupplied  by  Livy  in  fuch  a ivay, 
as  to  make  the  fentence  not  intelligible  to 
a mere  Latin  fcholar. — Jnftances  of  this 
kind, — Of  the  fhort  cut,  and  obffurity  of 
the  file  of  Livy. — This  he  learned  in  the 
School  of  Declamation,  ivhere  obfcurity 
•was  fiudied,  as  •well  as  fhort  fnart  fen^ 
tences. — Infances  of  his  fhort  abrupt  file-, 
— not  in  his  narrative  only,  but  tn  his 
harangues  '.—fo  fond  of  it,  that  he  gives 
up  the  gravity  of  the  hiforic file,  and 
falls  into  fnart  familiar  converfation, — 
Progrefs  of  the  corruption  of  the  Roman 
tafe  of  "writing,  begun  by  Salluf,  carried 
on  by  Livy,  and  c ample  at  ed  by  Tacitus. — 
The  imitation  of  Tacitus  and  fame  French 
•writers  very  fafhionable  in  Britain  fame 
time  ago. — But  it  is  to  be  hoped,  from  a 
better  exatnple  floo'wn,  it  •will  be  entirely 
diftifed, — Of  the  obfcurity  of  Livy's  file. 
— T'wo  or  three  examples  of  that. — His 
file  compared,  in  point  of  perfpiciiity , 
•with  thofe  of  the  Halicarnaffian,  and  of 
Julius  Caefar,-—Tke  (li!e  of  his  fpccches 


Chap.  I,  Prooriss  of  Language.  J 

is  not  good^  the  matter  of  them  is  excels 
lent. 


I PROCEED  now,  according  to  the  me- 
thod propofed  in  the  end  of  the  laft 
volume,  to  fpeak  of  the  hiftory  of  Rome, 
and  of  feveral  authors  Greek  and  Latin, 
who  have  written  that  hiftory,  the  fub- 
je£l  of  which  1 think  is  ftill  more  ex- 
cellent than  that  of  Herodotus’  hiftory. 
The  fubjeft  indeed  of  Herodotus  is  fo'far 
more  various  that  it  takes  in  the  hiftory 
of  many  nations,  all  that  were  known  in 
his  time,  and  down  to  the  age  immediately 
before  that  in  which  he  lived,  and  it  con- 
cludes with  a war,  which,  for  the  works 
preparatory  to  it,  the  number  of  men  em- 
ployed in  it,  and  the  importance  of  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  it,  is  the  grcateft  event  in  the  hiftory 
of  man.  But  the  hiftory  of  none  of  thofe 
many  nations  is  fo  well  known,  or  fo  in- 
tercfting  as  the  hiftory  of  Rome,  which 
produced  the  greateft  empire  that  ever 
was  on  earth.  And  as  to  the  great  event 
which  is  the  cataftrophe  of  Herodotus’s  hi- 
ftory, it  was  but  a fingle  war  decided  by 
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three  fca-fights,  and  one  battle  at  land, 

(for  the  defence  of  Thermopylae  by  the 
300  Spartans  cannot  be  called  a battle) ; 
whereas  in  the  Roman  hiftory  we  have 
numbers  of  great  wars  and  famous  battles 
not  eafy  to  be  counted  ; and  there  is  no 
hiftory  fo  diftinguiftied,  and  adorned  with 
illuftrious  characters,  that  (hine  like  lights 
in  the  dark,  and  throw  a fplendor  upon  it, 
which  illuminates  this  hiftory  more  than 
. finy  other. 

i 

But  what  makes  the  Roman  ftory  a 
more  inftruCtIve  and  entertaining  fubjeCl  of 
hiftory  than  that  of  any  other  people,  is, 
that  we  can  trace  this  mighty  empire  back 
to  as  low  a beginning  as  that  of  any  ftate 
we  read  of.  It  was  originally  a fmall  co- 
lony from  no  great  city,  namely,  yiiba 
Longa\  and  its  territory  at  firft  was  not 
of  the  extent  of  many  a private  eftate  in 
Great  Britain.  Of  this  territory  each  citizen 
had  for  his  fhare  tivo  jugcra,  that  is,  about 
an  acre  and  a half.  Their  firft  wars,  as  Vale- 
rius Maximus  tells  us  *,  were  within  feven 

• De  Animi  Moderationc,  lib.  4.  c.ip.  i.  fedt.  10. 

/ 
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miles  of  their  city.  And  the  force  with  which 
they  waged  thofe  wars  was  no  more  than 
3000  foot,  and  about  300  horfe*;  a much 
lefs  force  than  many  Scotch  barons  could 
have  brought  to  the  field,  one  of  whom, 
the  Earl  of  Douglas,  ufed  to  travel  thro* 
:the  country  in  time  of  peace  with  a reti- 
nue of  2000  horfe.  Now  the  empires  of 
Afia,  of  which  Herodotus  fpeaks,  namely, 
the  empire  of  the  Aflyrians,  the  Medes, 
and  the  Perfians,  we  cannot  trace  from 
fuch  fmall  beginnings,  tho*,  no  doubt, 
there  was  a time  when  there  were  as  fmall 
Hates  in  Afia  as  the  Roman  ; but  we  have 
no  records  of  Afia,  till  arts  and  civility 
were  far  advanced  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
nor  confequently  till  there  were  wars  and 
conquefts,  by  which  great  kingdoms  are 
formed.  And,  accordingly,  all  we  know 
of  Afia,  in  very  antient  times,  is,  that  a 
great  king  of  Afiyria  conquered  a great 
part  of  it ; then  the  Medes  conquered  the 
AlTyrians ; and,  laftly,  the  Perfians  the 
Medes.  Whereas  we  know,  that  the  Ro- 
mans, from  the  fmall  beginnings  I have 


* Dionyf.  Halicarnaf.  lib.  2.  cap.  16. 
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mentioned,  rofe  to  be  a great  date  ia  the 
midft  of  many  warlike  nations,  more  power- 
ful than  they,  with  whom  they  had  to 
contend  for  fome  hundreds  of  years,  not 
for  glory  and  dominion  only,  but  for  life 
and  liberty,  and  the  means  of  fubfiftence. 
During  that  time,  they  experienced,  as  was 
neceflary,  great  viciflitudes  of  fortune ; 
once  their  army  was  totally  defeated,  and 
their  city  taken,  all  except  the  rock  upon 
which  they  had  a citadel,  that  they  called 
the  Capitol.  And,  when  they  came  to  con- 
tend with  the  Carthaginians  for  glory  and 
dominion,  they  loft  three  great  battles  j 
and,  in  the  laft  of  them,  had  70,000  of 
their  citizens  killed  upon  the  fpot,  and 
10,000  taken  prifoners  *. 

But  what  inftrudfs  us  more  than  all 
thefe  various  events,  is,  that  we  learn  from 
this  hiftory  by  what  laws,  by  what  infti- 
tutions,  and  by  what  manners,  the  Romans 
became  the  greateft  people  that  ever  exift- 
ed  in  the  great  arts  of  government  and 
arms.  Without  this  knowledge,  we  might 

* Polybius. 
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believe,  as  we  find  fome  of  the  Greeks 
did  *,  that  thofe  barbarians,  as  they  called 
the  Romans,  were  by  the  mere  caprice  of 
fortune  raifed  to  the  empire  of  the  world. 
But  their  hiftory,  if  diligently  ftudied,  mulk 
convince  every  intelligent  reader,  that,  by 
their  wifdom  and  their  virtues,  they  merit- 
ed that  empire  ; and  particularly,  by  that 
greatefl:  of  all  virtues,  piety,  in  which,  as 
Cicero  has  obferved,  they  excelled  all  the 
world : ‘ For,’  fays  he,  ‘ the  Spaniards  ex- 
‘ cced  us  in  numbers,  the  Gauls  in  the  glo- 

* ry  of  war,  and  the  Greeks  in  arts  : But 

‘ we  furpafs  all  nations  in  that  prime  ivif- 
‘ doniy  by  which  we  have  learned,  that  all 
‘ things  arc  governed  and  direded  by  the 

* immortal  Gods  f.’ 

Nor  is  the  fall  of  this  empire  lefs  edify- 
ing than  the  rife  of  it.  Neither  fhould  vve 
have  underftood  fo  well  by  what  arts  if 
rofe,  if  we  had  not  likewife  known  by 
what  change  of  manners,  and  what  vices 

* Plutarchus,  De  fortune  Populi  Romani. 
t Oratio  de  Harufpicum  Refponfis  : ‘ Sed  pietate  ac 
^ rrligione,  atquc  hac  una  fapientia,  quod  Deorum  im- 

* fliortalium  nurainc  omnia  regi  gubernarique  perfpexi- 

* flius,  omnes  gentes  nationefquc  fuperaviim><!.’ 

VoL.  V.  R ' 
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it  fell.  But,  even  in  their  fall,  we  muft  ad- 
mire this  great  people;  for  the  vices  of  the 
Romans,  as  well  as  their  virtues,  feem  to 
be  fomething  above  humanity 

From  all  thefc  confiderations,  I think  we 
may  conclude,  that  the  world  has  never 
furnifhed  fuch  a fubje£t  for  hiftory  as  the 
Roman  (late.  And,  what  may  convince 
the  reader,  more  perhaps  than  any  thing  I 
have  faid,  of  the  excellency  of  this  fubje£t 
of  hifto’ry,  let  him  compare  the  Roman  hi- 
llory  with  the  hiftory  of  forae  modern  na- 
tions in  Europe  for  thefe  laft  50  or  60 
years,  which  is  fuch,  that  I am  perfuaded 
no  man  of  genius  or  learning  will  deign 
to  write  it  : And  then  we  may  apply  to  it 
what  Milton  fays  of  the  want  of  records 
in  the  barbarous  ages:  ‘ Perhaps,’  fays  he, 

‘ difefteem  and  contempt  of  the  public  af- 
‘ fairs  then  prefent,  as  not  worth  record- 
‘ ing,  might  partly  be  in  caufe.  Certainly, 

‘ ofttimes,  we  fee,  that  wife  men,  and  of 

* beft;  abilities,  have  forborn  to  write  the 

* ads  of  their  own  days,  while  they  be- 

* held,  with  a juft  loathing  and  difdain, 

* See  what  I have  faid  of  the  Romans  in  the  laft 
chapter  of  vol.  3.  of  this  work. 
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* not  only  how  unworthy,  how  perverfe, 

* how  corrupt,  but  often  how  ignoble,  how 
‘ petty,  how  below  all  hiftory,  the  perfons 
‘ and  their  actions  were,  who,  either  by 
‘ fortune,  or  fome  rude  eledion,  had  at- 
‘ tained,  as  a fore  judgment  and  ignominy 
‘ upon  the  land,  to  have  chief  fway  in 
‘ managing  the  commonwealth 

I come  now  to  fpeak  of  the  hiftorians 
Greek  and  Latin,  who  have  treated  this  fo 
excellent  fubjed:.*  And  I will  begin  with 
the  Roman  hiftorian  Livy,  whofe  plan  was 
more  extenfive  than  that  of  any  other  I 
fhall  mention  ; for  he  intended,  and  did 
adually  write  the  whole  hiftory  of  Rome 
for  the  fpace  of  above  700  years,  from  the 
foundation  of  the  city  down  to  the  age  of 
Auguftus,  in  which  he  lived.  In  his  pre- 
face, w'hich  is  a piece  of  admirable  compo- 
frtion,  he  praifes,  I think  moft  juftly,  the 
people  whofe  hiftory  he  is  to  write  : ‘ Cae- 

* terum  aut  me  amor  negotii  fufeepti  Jallit^ 

* Milton’s  Preface  to  his  Hi/Iory  of  England,  the 
whole  of  which  I would  advife  every  reader  to  perufe, 
who  has  any  tafte  for  the  elegance  of  antient  compoC- 
tion,  and  deilres  to  know  how  far  it  may  be  imitated 
in  Englifh. 
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* aut  nulla  ufquam  refpublica  nec  major ^ ncQ 
‘ fund  tor,  nec  bonis  exempHs  ditior  fuit  : 
‘ Nec  in  quam  civitatem  tarn  /era  avaritia 
‘ luxuriaque  immigraverint : Nec  ubi  tan- 
‘ tiis  ac  tarn  diu  paupcrtati  ac  parfmoniae 
‘ bonos  fuerit.  Adeo^  quanto  rerum  minus^ 

* ta7ito  mmus  cupiditatis  erat>  And  he 
knew  perfcdly  well  the  fruit  that  was  to 
be  reaped  from  reading  the  hiftory  of  the 
fall,  as  well  as  the  rife  of  fuch  a people  ; 
for,  in  the  fame  preface,  there  is  the  fol- 
lowing paflage  : * Ad  ilia  mihi  pro  fe  quif- 

* qiie  acriter  intendat  animum-,  quae  •vita^ 

* qui  mores  fuerint : Per  quos  viros,  quihuf- 
‘ quc  artibus^  domi  militiaeque,  et  partumet 
‘ audim  imperium  fit.  Labente  deinde  pau- 

* lalim  dij'ciplina,  •vclut  dejidentes  primo 

* fjiores  Jequatnr  animo ; deinde  ut  magis 
‘ magifque  lapfi  fmt]  turn  ire  coepertnl  prae~ 

‘ cipites:  Donee  ad  haec  temporal  quibus 
‘ nec  ’uitia  nojlra,  nec  remedia  pati  pojfimus^ 

* perventum  ejl.  Hoc  illud  ejl  praecipue 

* in  cognitione  rerum  falubre  et frugiferum^ 

‘ omnis  te  exempli  documenta  in  ilhifiri  po~ 

* fita  monumento  intueri : Inde  tibi  tuacque 
‘ reipublicae,  quod  imiterct  capias:  Inde  foe~ 

* dim  inceptUf  foedum  exitu^  quod  vitesl 
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Here  we  have  the  moral  of  his  hlftory,  the 
chief  thing  to  be  confidered  in  every  work* 
very  well  fet  forth. 

The  charadler  of  this  hiftorian,  I think, 
is  moft  amiable;  for,  in  the  courfe  of  this 
hiftory,  he  has  Ihown  himfelf  religious,  a 
lover  of  virtue,  and  who  had  fenfe  and 
philofophy  enough  to  prefer  the  firft  ages 
of  Rome,  and  the  antient  parfimony  and 
fimplicity  of  manners,  to  all  the  wealth  and 
luxury,  the  pomp  and  grandeur  of  Rome 
in  the  days  of  Auguftus,  (whoboafted,  that 
of  a brick  he  had  made  it  a marble  city  *) 
and  to  their  wide  extended  empire  at  that 
time*  The  rule  of  writing  hiftory,  no 
doubt,  is,  that  an  hiftorian  ihould  not  ap- 
pear in  his  own  work  any  more  than  an  e- 
pic  or  a tragic  poet.  It  is  the  bufinefs 
of  an  orator  to  exhibit  himfelf  as  a 
good  man,  and  friendly  to  thofe  to  whom 
he  fpeaks  ; for  the  character  of  the  orator, 
as  Ariftotle  has  told  us,  is  one  topic  of  per- 
fuafion  t : Whereas  the  reader  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  character  of  the  hiftorian. 

* Suetonius,  in  Vita  Augujli. 

f Arlftot.  Rhetoric. 
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Neverthelefs,  if  an  hiftorian  can  naturally, 
and  without  affe<3:ation,  introduce  obferva- 
tions  upon  men  and  manners,  and  compare 
the  times  of  which  he  is  writing  with  bet- 
ter or  worfe  times,  and  thereby  fhow  his 
own  fentiments  and  opinions  to  be  fuch  as 
a good  man  ought  to  have,  I think  he  is 
not  only  pardonable,  but  commendable. 
Now,  this  Livy  has  done,  more,  I think, 
than  any  other  hiftorian  I know. 

, And  firft,  as  to  his  fentiments  upon  reli- 
gion, he  has  given  us  a very  fine  reflcdlion 
_ comparing  the  manners  of  the  Romans 
,,in  antient  times  with  thofe  of  the  fame 
people  in  his  time  ; and  he  has  introduced 
it  very  properly  upon  occafion  of  the  tri- 
bunes endeavouring  to  perfuade  the  peo- 
_ ple,‘  that  they  were  not  bound  by  their 
military  oath  to  follow  the  conful  Quindtius 
Cincinnatus  to  the  field,  becaufe  he  was  a 
private  man,  when  they  took  that  oath. 
^ This  argument  from  their  own  magiftrates, 
and  tending  too  to  perfuade  them  to  follow 
their  own  inclinations,  by  not  doing  what 
they  were  very  averfe  to  do,  one  fhould 
have  thought,  could  not  have  failed  of 
fuccefs.  But  fuch  was  the  reverence  at 
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that  time  for  the  religion  of  an  oath,  that 
they  had  no  regard  to  this  cavil  of  the  tri- 
bunes, as  Livy  very  properly  calls  it : Up- 
on which  he  fays,  ‘ Nondum  haec,  quae  nunc 
‘ tenet  feculum,  negligentia  Deum  •uene- 
‘ rat : Nec  inter^retando  Jtbi  qutfque  jusju- 
‘ randum  et  leges  aptas  faciebat^  fed  fuQS 
‘ potius  mores  ad  ea  accommodabat  * ' 

In  another  paflage  f he  gi'ves  us  an  ex- 
ample of  their  reverence  for  their  military 
oath',  and  of  the  feverity  of  the  difcipline 
of  their  armies,  fuch  as  I believe  is  not  to  ' 
be  found  in  the  hiftory  of  any  other  nation. 
In  the  283  year  of  Rome  there  happened  a 
moft  violent  contention  betwixt  the  patri- 
cians and  plebeians,  upon  the  fubjeft  of 
the  eledtion  of  the  tribunes  of  the  people. 
Before  that  time,  they  had,  from  their  firft 
inftitution,  been  always  eleded  in  the  co~ 
mitia  centuriata^  the  fame  in  vi^hich  the 
confuls  were  eleded ; and  where  the  patri- 
cians, by  their  property  and  their  influence 
with  their  clients  and  dependents,  had  a 
great  weight ; fo  that  they  had  commonly 
one  or  more  of  the  tribunes  in  their  inte- 

* Lib.  3.  cap.  20. 

t Lib.  2.  cap.  59.^ 
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reft.  To  prevent  this,  the  plebeians  infift- 
ed,‘  that  a law  ftiould  pafs,  ordering  the  e- 
ledlion  of  tribunes  to  be  by  the  comitid 
tributOy  where  every  free  citizen  had  an  e- 
qual  vote,  without  regard  to  his  fortune. 
This  law  the  patricians  oppofed  moft  vehe- 
mently. And,  at  the  head  of  the  oppofj- 
tion,  they  fet  Appius  Claudius,  whom  they 
procured  to  be  named  conful.  According- 
ly, he  oppofed  the  pafling  of  this  law  with 
fo  much  vehemence,  that,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  wifdom  of  the  fenate,  and  the 
moderation  of  his  colleague,  things  would 
have  come  to  extremity ; and  there  would 
have  been  violence  and  bloodllied  even  in 
the  comitia.  But  the  fpirit  of  the  people 
was  raifed  to  fuch  a height,  that  the  jiatri- 
cians  were  obliged  to  yield,  and  the  law 
was  pafted ; and  indeed  there  Teemed  to 
be  fome  reafon  that  the  people  ftiould 
have  the  election  of  their  own  magi- 
ftrates.  After  this,  Appius  Claudius,  the 
conful j was  fent  at  the  head  of  an  army 
into  the  country  of  the  Volfci,  who  were 
then  at  war  with  the  Romans.  There,  being 
a man  of  a moft  violent  and  imperious 
difpofition,  full  of  the  hereditary  hatred 
his  houfe  bore  to  the  plebeians,  and  in- 
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flamed  befides  by  the  anlmofity  which  the 
people  and  their  tribunes  had  fliownagainft 
him  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  law,  he  exercifed 
military  difcipline  with  the  greateft  fevcrity, 
and  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  fliow  plainly 
that  he  was  more  guided  by  paflion  and 
hatred  to  the  plebeians,  than  by  that  pru- 
dence which  became  a general.  The  con- 
fequence  of  this  was,  that,  in  a battle 
which  he  had  with  the  Volfci,  the  Romans 
yielded  the  vidory,  and  fhamefully  fled 
to  their  camp,  and  made  no  relillance 
till  the  Volfci  attacked  their  imrenchments, 
which  they  defended,  not  chuflng  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  (hame  and  lofs  of  having  their 
camp  and  their  whole  baggage  taken.  The 
next  day  Appius  was  perluaded  by  his 
lieutenants  and  the  tribunes  of  legions  to 
leave  the  enemy’s  country,  and  to  retire  to 
the  Roman  territories.  As  they  were  re- 
tiring, the  Volfci  attacked  them  : Ai;d  the 
Romans,  inftead  of  defending  themfelves, 
ran  away  fliamefully,  and  threw  down 
their  arms.  The  conful,  after  having  in 
vain  tried  to  make  bis  tioops  ftand,  when 
he  had  got  out  of  the  enemy’s  country 
called  them  together,  and,  afking  what  wat 
VoL.  V.  C 
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become  of  their  arms  and  ftandards, 
all  the  ftandard-bearcrs  he  whipt  and 
cut  off  their  heads ; and  the  reft  of  the 
army  he  decimated.  To  which  punifli- 
mcnt  they  quietly  fubmitted  That  with 
fuch  military  dilcipline  the  Romans  fhould 
conquer  the  world,  is  not  to  be  wondered. 

What  he  fays  in  his  preface  fhows  that 
he  had  ‘the  opinion  I have  mentioned  of 
the  ftate  of  Rome  in  his  own  time,  fplen- 
did  and  magnificent  as  it  then  appeared  to 
be,  compared  with  its  antient  ftate.  It  is 
where  he  fpeaks  of  one  fruit  he  ftiould  reajp 
from  his  labours  in  the  great  work  he  had 
undertaken  ; ‘ EgO^  contra  hoc  quoque  labo~~ 
' * ris  fracmium  petaniy  ut  me  a confpcBu 

* malorum^  quae  nojira  tot  per  afinos  •vidl't 

* aetas^  tantifper,  certe  dum  prifea  ilia  tota 

* mente  repeto,  avertam^  omnis  expers  ciirae^ 

‘ quae  ferihentis  animumi  etft  non  jleEiere  a 
‘ vero^foUcUum'fameiiefficerepoJfit'  And 
it  is  certainly  one  fruit,  which  every  man 
of  genius  and  learning,  who  ftudies  antient 
hiftory,  reaps,  that  he  turns  his  eyes  from 

• Livy,  lib.  2.  cap.  59.  ... 


Digitized  by  Cooglj 


Oiap.  I.  Progress  OF  Language.  19 

the  mifery  and  futility  of  modern  times, 
to  better  ages  and  nations  where  he  can 
live  and  converfe  with  the  heroes  and  fages 
of  antient  times.  For  my  own  part,  I think 
I can  fay  of  myfelf,  while  reading  the  Ro- 
man hiftory,  what  Livy  fays  of  himfclf 
while  writing  it,  that  my  mind fome  uuay 
becomes  antient  * ; befides  enjoying  the  plea- 
fure  above  mentioned,  I flatter  myfelf, 
that,  by  reading  the  adions  and  ftudying 
the  charadters  of  thofe  great  and  good  men, 
I become  a better  man  myfelf,  and  feel  a 
difpofitioii  to  imitate  them  as  much  as  my 
inferior  abilities  and  lower  rank  in  life  will 
permit  f . 

* Lib.  43.  cap.  13. 

f I heard  the  late  Lord  Chatham  (ay  in  the  Houfc 
of  Commons,  that  the  moft  inftrifftive  book  he  ever 
read  was  Plutarch’s  Lives : And  I am  perfuaded,  that 
it  was  by  lludying  and  admiring  thofe  Lives  that  he 
became  the  greateft  man  of  his  age,  and  was  enabled 
by  his  councils  to  raife  the  glory  of  the  BritKh  arms  to 
fuch  a height,  and  to  make  of  one  of  the  fmallefl  king- 
doms in  Europe  a great  empire,  as  great  as  the  Roman 
even  in  extent  of  land-territory ; for  it  comprehended, 
befides  Britain  and  Ireland,  feveral  Weft  India  iflands, 
a gyeat  part  of  the  Continent  of  North  America,  and, 
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I could  dwell  with  pleafare  much  longr . 
er  upon  the  virtues  of  this  princeps  terra-  . ^ 
ru7}i  populus^  as  they  are  very  properly  call- 
ed by  their  biftorian,  who  excelled  all  the 
people  that  ever  exifted  in  arms  and  go- 
vernment, and  1 may  add  in  laws;  for  they 
were  the  only  nation  of  antiquity,  which 

greater  than  all  the  countries  I have  named,  (as  great  as 
one  half  of  Europe),  our  pofleOions  in  India,  to  which 
the  arms  of  the  Romans  rjever  reached.  And,  whcii 
to  fuch  an  extent  of  land-territory  we  add  our  domi- 
nion by  fea,  which  extended  from  pole  to  pole,  it  may 
be  faid  to  have  been  an  empire  very  much  greater. 
What  the  ftate  of  the  nation  is  now,  after  it  came  to  be 
governed  by  other  men  and  other  councils,  it  would  be 
invidious  ami  unplcalunt  to  mention,  as  well  as  foreign 
to  the  purpofc  of  this  work  I will  only  add,  that  I _ 
hope  his  Ton,  Mr  Pitt,  who  has  inherited  his  virtue,  ge- 
nius, and  eloquence,  will  retrieve  our  affairs  as  much  at 
Is  poffible^  coniidering  our  lofs  of  ttrritory,  of  military 
glory,  and  reputation  in  Europe,  and  the  almofl  bank- 
rupt ftate  of  our  flaar.ces,  which  he  has  already  reefta- 
blilhed  beyond  what  could  have  been  believed  in  fq . 
fhort  a time.  I will  fay  no  more  on  this  fubjctfi:,  ex- 
cept to  give  an  advice  to  thofe  who  oppofc  him,  in  a 
line  of  Virgil; 

* Hunc  faltem  ev'erfo  juvenem  fuccurrere  facclo 

‘ Nc  prohibetc.’ 
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compiled  a fyftem  of  the  laws  of  private 
property.  This  they  did  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  Greek  philofophy,  after  that  phi-, 
lofophy  was  introduced  among  them  ; and 
upon  thefe  principles  have  made  a code  of 
laws,  fo  juftly  admired  by  all  the  nations, 
of  Europe  who  ftudy  it,  and  which  it  is 
the  boaft  of  Scotland  to  have  for  their 
common  law.  But  reflexions  of  this  kind 
would  carry,  me  too  far  from  my  purpofe  j 
and  1 return  to  Livy. 

There  is  another  paflage  concerning  re- 
ligion which  I will  mention.  It  is,  where 
he  relates  the  prodigies  that  preceded  the 
laft'Macedonian  war,  for  which  he  thought 
it  was  not  improper  in  the  age  in  which  he 
lived  to  make  the  following  apology : ‘ I am. 
‘ not  ignorant,’  fays  he,  ‘ that  all  this  will  be 
‘ thought  vain  and  trifling  in  an  age  when 
‘ fuch  events  are  quite  negleXed.  It  is  from 

* the  fame  fpirit  which  makes  men  to  believe 

* that  the  gods  take  no  care  of  human  af- 

* fairs,  that  thefe  prodigies  are  not  public- 

* ly  noticed  and  recorded.  For  my  own 

* part,’  continues  he,  ‘ I do  not  know  how 

* it  happens,  but  while  I write  of  antient 
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* times  my  mind  fome  way  becomes  an- 

* tient.  And  befides  I make  it  a matter 

* of  confciencc  not  to  rcfufe  a place  in  my 
‘ hiftory  to  thofe  prodigies  which  our  an- 

* ceftors,  the  wifeft  of  men,  entered  into 

* the  public  records,  and  expiated  with 

* much  trouble  and  expence 

I have  elfewhere  obferved  f , that  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  hiftorian  to  inculcate 
that  prime  virtue  of  piety,  without  which 
no  other  virtue  can  be  perfedl,  nor  can 
there  be  any  real  happinefs  among  men. 
And  I have  fhown,  that  not  only  the  hi- 
florians,  but  the  great  poets,  epic  and  tra- 
gic, among  the  antients,  have  made  it  the 
moral  of  their  pieces,  that  the  Gods  govern 
the  affairs  of  men,  and  diredl  the  events  of 
human  life.  When  I compare,  in  this  re- 
fpe£f,  fuch  religious  hiftorians  as  Herodo- 
tus and  Livy  with  fome  of  our  later  hifto- 
rians, I am  difpofed  to  believe  (and  I am 
afraid  I am  not  much  miftaken)  that  thefe 

• Lib.  43.  cap.  13. 
t Vol.  4.  p.  441. 


Digitized  by  Google , 


Chap.  I.  Progress  OF  Language.  23 

do  not  believe  that  there  is  a God,  or  that 
his  providence  fuperintends  and  diredts  the 
affairs  of  men,  as  well  as  the  operations  of 
nature.  Such  authors,  who  have  formed 
this  unfortunate  opinion,  I would  advife,  if 
they  will  write,  to  apply  themfelvesto  fome 
work  of  lefs  gravity  or  dignity  than  hiftory. 
They  may  write  copies  of  verfes,  political 
pamphlets,  magazines,  and  reviews ; or,  if 
they  will  attempt  to  rife  to  any  work  of 
genius,  may  write  comedy^  which,  as  it  is 
only  a reprefentation  of  common  life,  and 
of  the  ridiculous  of  that  life,  which  is  com- 
monly the  cafe  of  our  modern  comedy,  has 
nothing  at  all  to  do  with  religion,  and  is 
only  fitted 

• ^ 4 * • ’ » 

■ rifu  diducerc  riiftum 

Auditoris }— — *• 

t 

1 

• Horat.  fat.  lo.  lib.  i.  v.  7. In  the  comedies 

of  Terence,  which  are  imitations  of  thofe  of  Menander 
and  other  writers  of  the  later  Greek  comedy,  there  k 
not  any  one  paifage,  as  far  as  I remember,  that  can 
move  a laugh.  They  are  all  natural  and  inftruftive 
imitations  of  common  life,  without  any  mixture  of  the 
ridiculous.  Sec  what  I have  faid  upon  the  fubjcft  of 
modern  comedy,  vol.  3 . of  this  work,  p.  346.  The 
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but,  to  give  up  altogether  the  attempt 
to  write  any  poetry  of  a higher  kind,  or 
even  profe,  fuch  as  hiftory  or  philofophy. 

In  confirmation  of  what  I have  faid  of 
his  preferring  the  antient  ftate  of  Rome  to 
its  then  ftate  under  Auguftua  *,  I will  quote 
here  a paftage  which  fhows  what  he 
thought  in  general  of  the  ftate  of  the  coun- 
try of  Italy  in  thofe  antient  times,  compared 
with  what  it  was  in  his  time.  The  paftage 
is  in  his  fixth  book,  cap.  12,  and  I think 
it  the  more  remarkable  that  it  confirms 
the  truth  of  what  Pliny,  the  elder,  has 
obferved  of  the  defolation  of  Italy  in  his 
time.  He  fays,  that  in  antient  Latium, 

fable,  which  is  the  chief  part  of  every  dramatic  work, 
is  very  much  laboured  in  thefe  comedies.  And  it  is 
reported  of  Menander,  who  wrote  above  a hundred  of 
them,  that  he  ufed  to  fay,  that,  after  he  had  invented 
and  arranged  the  fable,  the  fentiments  and  verdheation 
coft  him  very  little  trouble.  How  defeftive  our  come- 
dies as  well  as  our  tragedies  are,  in  the  fable,  every  man, 
who  has  the  idea  of  a piece  or  ivhole,  and  who  has  ftu- 
died  the  philofophy  of  poetry  in  Ariilotle,  muft  know^ 

* P.  13. 
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a country  of  only  50  Roman  miles  in 
length,  and  of  no  greit  breadth,  there  were 
no  lefs  than  53  nations,  of  which  in  his 
time  there  was  not  a veftige  *.  Livy  in 
this  paflage  tells  us,  that  none  of  the  an- 
tient  authors,  whom  he  had  confulted, 
could  ■ account  how  the  Volfci  and  Equi 
were  able  to  recruit  their  armies  fo  foon, 
after  being  fo  often  defeated  by  the  Ro- 
mans, tho’  they  were  all  agreed  as  to  the 
fa£t.  He  gives  three  different  accounts  of 
it  ; the  laft  of  which,  and,  I take,  the  true 
account,  is  afadt,  that  he  mud  have  known: 

* Innumcrabilem  multitudinem  liberorum  ca- 

* pitum  in  its  fuijfe  locis^  quae  nunc^  vix 

* feminario  exiguo  militis  relifld,  fervitia 

* Romana  ab  folitudine  vindicant.'  So  that 
the  fruit  of  all  the  great  conquefts  of  the 
Romans,  and  of  all  their  wealth  and  power, 
was  the  defolation  of  their  country,  which 
in  later  times  was  fo  entirely  depopulated, 
that  Conftantine,  in  order  to  repeople  it, 
fettled  in  it  300,000  Sarmatians  f . 

I ' , 

• Nat.  Hift.  lib.  3.  cap.  9. 

f Vol.  4.. of  Ant.  Metaphjlics,  lib.  2.  chap.  5. 
P-  «SS* 

VoL.  V.  D 
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And  here  let  me  obferve,  that  nothing 
can  (how  more  the  noble  free  fpirit  of  our 
author  than  thofe  things  wliich  he  has  faid 
of  the  ftate  of  Rome  and  of  Italy  under 
Auguftus  Caefar,  efpecially  when  we  com- 
pare it  with  what  the  poets  and  flatterers 
of  that  Emperor,  fuch  as  Virgil  and  Ho- 
race, have  faid  of  the  profperity  which  the 
Romans  enjoyed  under  him,  who,  if  we 
believe  them,  reftored  the  golden  age  in 
Italy,  and  w'as  acknowledged  to  be  tire 
greateft  man  they  ever  had,  or  ever  were 
to  have, 

Nil  oriturum  alias,  nil  ortum  tale,  fatentes  *. 

The  cbaradler  of  this  hiftorlan  is  fo  a- 
miable,!  that  1 am  unwilling  to  find  any 
fault  with  his  hiftory.  But,  as  my  bufinefs 
is  not  with  the  man,  but  with  his  waitings, 
I muft  be  excufed  to  obferve  fome  things 
in  thefe,  that  1 think  faulty,  both  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  matter  and  the  flile. 

As  to  the  matter,  I rnuft  do  him  the  ju- 
ftice  to  fay,  that  I 'do  not  believe  that  he 

* Herat,  lib.  2.  epift.  i.  r.  17. 
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willingly  falfified,  or  omitted  to  relate  any 
one  fadl  thro’  favour  or  enmity  to  any 
man  or  party  of  men.  And,  when  he  came 
down  to  later  times,  and  related  the  civil 
war  betwixt  Caefar  and  Pompey,  (a  part  of 
his  works  that  is  now  loft),  tho’,  living  un- 
der the  reign  of  Auguftus,  he  might  be 
fufpe£ted  of  partiality  to  Caefar  and  his 
party,  yet,  it  is  ftiid,  that  his  hiftory  had 
fo  much  the  appearance  of  a bias  to  the  o- 
ther  fide,  that  Auguftus  faid  he  was  a Pom- 
peian. But,  what  chiefly  I find  fault  with, 
with  refpeft  to  his  matter,  is,  that  it  is  de- 
fedive,  and  that  he  has  given  us  not  fo 
much  the  hiftory,  as  the  abridgement  of 
the  hiftory  of  the  firft  ages  of  Rome,  and 
particularly  of  the  reigns  of  the  kings.  This 
obfervation  muft  ftrike  every  one  who 
compares  Livy’s  hiftory  of  that  period  with 
the  Halicarnaftlan’s  hiftory  of  the  fame 
■period,  particularly  as  to  the  reign  of  Ro- 
mulus, w'hich  the  Hallcarnafllan  has  made 
the  fubje£t  of  a whole  book;  w'hereas  Livy 
has  defpatched  it  in  a few  pages,  pafling  o- 
ver  fome  moft  important  tranfadions  of  his 
reign  very  flighily,  particularly  his  war 
with  the  Veijentes,  or  inhabitants  of  Veil, 
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the  greateft  war  in  which  he  was  engaged ; 
and  which  was  not  decided  without  three 
great  pitched  battles,  the  firft  of  which 
was  fought  the  whole  day  without  a vic- 
tory upon  either  fide.  This  war  the  Ha- 
licarnaffian  has  related  at  confiderable 
length  *.  But  Livy  has  difpatchcd  it  in 
one  (hort  chapter  f,  and  fpeaks  only  of  one 
battle,  and  which  was  nothing  extraordi- 
nary according  to  his  account  of  it.  It  is 
only  ftories,  which  he  can  adorn  with  de- 
fcriptions  or  fpeeches,  that  he  chufes  to 
dwell  upon  in  this  part  of  his  hiftory  ; 
and,  to  make  them  a better  fubjed  for  rhe- 
toric and  defeription,  he  has  added  circum- 
ftances  to  fome  of  them,  which,  I ana  per- 
fuaded,  had  no  foundation  in  truth.  Thus, 
for  example,  in  the  account  he  has  given 
of  the  war  of  the  Sabines  againft  Romulus, 
he  has  made  the  women,  in  the  very  heat 
of  the  confii5:,  interpofe  betwixt  the  two 
armies,  and,  with  tears  and  fupplications, 
and  a very  fine  fpeech,  which  he  puts  in- 

* Lib.  2.  cap.  'ct'feq. 

j-  Lib.  I.  cap.  15. 
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to  their  mouths,  addrefled  to  their  fathers 
and  hufbands,  put  an  end  to  the 'battle, 
and  make  an  immediate  peace  and  union 
betwixt  the  two  nations.  The  narrative 
is  fo  rhetorical,  and  even  poetical,  that,  if 
it  were  true,  it  is  not  like  truth  : ‘ Turn 
‘ Sabinae  mulieres,  quarum  ex  injuria  bel- 
‘ lum  ortum  erat,  crinibus  paffis,  fciflaque 
‘ vefte,  vidio  mails  muliebri  pavore,  aufae 

* fc  inter  tela  volantia  inferre,  ex  tranf- 

* verfo  impetu  fado,  dirimere  infeftas  a- 
‘ cies,  dirimere  iras  : hinc  patres,  hinc  vi- 

* ros  orantes,  Ne  fe  f anguine  nejando  foceri 
‘ generique  refpergerent : ne  parricidio  ma- 

* cularent  partus  fuosy  nepotum  illiy  liberUm 

* hi  progeniem>  Si  affinitatis  inter  •uosi  Ji 

* connubii  pigety  in  nos  vertite  iras : nos 

* caufa  belli,  nos  vulnerum  ac  caedium  viris 

* ac  parentihus  fumus»  Melius  perihimuSy 

* quam  fine  alteris  •vejlritm  viduae  aut  or” 

* bae  ’uivemus*  Then  he  relates  how,  in 
confequcncc  of  this  interpofition  of  the 
women,  the  peace  betwixt  the  two  nations 
was  concluded  *. 


’•  Lib.  I.  cap.  13. 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  Halicarnaffian 
has  told  us  a very  plain  and  probable  fto- 
ry,  without  any  tragical  peripeteia,  fuch 
as  that  of  Livy,  relating  how  the  thing 
took  its  rife  from  the  council  of  one  wo- 
man, whom  he  names,  ealling  her  Cherji-^ 
le'ia^  who,  he  fays,  was  a Sabine  of  no  ob- 
feure  family.  She,  having  propofed  the 
thing  to  Romulus  and  the  fenate,  and  ha- 
ving met  with  their  approbation,  went  in 
proceflion  to  the  camp  pf  the  Sabines,  with 
other  Sabine  women  and  their  children  ; 
and,  as  both  parties  by  that  time  were 
weary  of  the  war,  having  fuffered  nearly 
equal  lofles,  they  perfuaded  the  Sabines,  as 
they  had  done  the  Romans,  to  make 
peace  f . And,  as  he  relates  this  ftory  with- 
out mentioning  any  difference  of  opinion 
among  his  authors,  I think  there  is  not  the 
leaft  reafon  to  doubt  the  truth  of  it, 

There  is  another  ftory  during  this  pe- 
riod of  the  reign  of  the  kings,  which  he. 
has  told  at  great  length,  but  has  omitted 
fome  material  circumftances,  which  the 

f Lib.  2.  cap.  45. 
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Halicarnalfian  has  related.  The  ftory  I 
mean  is  the  fight  of  the  Horatii  and  Cu- 
riatii.  In  the  beginning  of  this  ftory  Li- 
vy has  not  mentioned  a thing,  which  I 
have  no  doubt  happened,  and  which  ought 
not  to  have  been  omitted,  as  it  fhows  how 
well  the  family  government  and  difcipline 
eftablifhed  by  Romulus,  which  I think  was 
one  of  the  beft  of  his  many  excellent  infti- 
tutions,  was  then  kept  up.  The  Horatii,  be- 
fore they  would  undertake  the  combat,  de- 
fi’red  leave  to  confult  their  father.  And  it  was 
not  till  they  got  his  confent  and  approba- 
tion that  they  would  fight  with  their  cou- 
fins-german,  who  in  the  language  of  the 
country  were  called  their  brothers y and  with 
whom  they  had  always  lived  as  brothers. 
And  he  has  omitted  another  circumftance 
very  moving,  that,  before  they  engaged, 
they  embraced  and  Ihed  many  tears.  And 
as  to  what  happened  after  the  combat, 
when  Horatius  killed  his  fifter,  he  has 
told  the  ftory  very  much  to  the  difadvan- 
tage  of  Horatius,  and  made  it,  I think, 
not  probable ; for  he  makes  him  kill  his  fif- 
ter only  for  lamenting  the  man  who  was 
her  coufin-german,  and  was  to  have  been 
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her  fpoufe  : Whereas  the  Halicarnalllan 
fays  that  (he  not  only  lamented  him,  but 
reproached  her  brother  with  the  moft  op- 
probrious language;  and  in  general  it  may 
be  obferved,  that  the  narrative  of  the  Ha- 
licarnailian,  by  being  fo  much  more  cir- 
cumftantial  than  that  of  Livy,  is  not  only 
more  conneded,  and  more  entertaining, 
but  is  really  more  probable.  Nor  can  I 
believe,  that,  tho’  the  fpeeches  be  no  doubt 
all  of  his  compofition,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
Livy,  he  has  feigned  fa£isy  or  related  any 
material  circumftancc  that  he  did  not  find 
in  fome  one  author  or  another. 

But,  tho’  Livy  may  have  added  circum- 
ftances  to  his  ftories  by  way  of  embellifli- 
ment,  or  omitted  others  that  he  ought  to 
have  mentioned,  I do  not  believe  that  he 
has  feigned  any  one  ftory  altogether,  or 
even  that  he  deferves  the  cenfure  of  Cali- 
gula of  being  negligent  in  his  hiftory  * ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  I fee  him  in  many 
paffages  ftating  the  different  relations  of 
the  fame  fad,  and  ftudious  to  difcover 
which  of  them  is  moft  probable,  as  in 

* Suetonii  Caligula,  cap.  34. 
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book  8 chap.  26.  And  in  the  end  of  that 
book  he  confefles  very  freely  the  uncer- 
tainty of  hiflory  as  to  fome  points^  and 
that  there  was  no  contemporary  hiftorian 
of  thofe  times,  by  whofe  authority  thefe 
controverted  points  might  be  determined. 
In  this  refpedl,  we  may  compare  him  with 
our  Scotch  hiftorian,  Hedor  Boece,  who, 
like  him,  has  adorned  his  hiftory  with 
many  fpeeches,  tho’,  as  the  reader  will 
eafily  believe,  not  near  fo  good,  but,  as 
to  the  fads,  is  little  better  than  a mere 
fabulift,  of  which  the  intelligent  reader 
will  defire  no  other  proof  than  this,  that, 
tho’  he  tells  us  • he  took  his  hiftory 
from  three  aniient  authors,  viz.  Campus 
Bellus,  Verimundus,  and  Cornelius  Hi- 
bernicus,  whom  no  body  but  himfelf  ever 
faw  or  heard  of,  yet  thefe  authors  perfed- 
ly  agree  in  their  accounts  of  fads  which 
are  faid  to  have  happened  in  a remote  and 
barbarous  country,  more  than  three  hun- 
dred years  before  Chrift.  And  he  gives 
you  a full  and  circumftantial  hiftory  of 
the  country  from  the  earlieft  times,  with- 
out intimating  the  leaft  doubt  of  any  fad 
VoL.  V.  E 
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that  he  relates.  And  fo  much  for  the  matter 
of  Livy’s  hiftory. 

As  to  his  Jiile^  I think  it  would  be  un- 
juft to  charge  upon  him  in  particular  that 
general  fault,  which  I have  obferved  ;n  the 
Latin  compofition*,  rhetorical  as  well  as 
hiftorical,  of  concluding  fo- frequently  the 
periods  or  fentences,  or  members  of  fen- 
fences,  with  a verb,  but  which  I do  not 
obferve  is  more  frequent  in  Livy  than  in  o- 
ther  Latin  writers.  And  it  would  be  ftill 
more  Unjuft  to  charge  him  with  the  de- 
feats of  the  language  in  which  he  writes, 
fuch  as  the  want  of  a prefent  participle 
paftive,  or  a paft  participle  atftive,  which 
makes  the  compofition  in  Latin  much  more 
disjointed,  incoherent,  and  often  obfcure, 
than  in  Greek.  Neither  fhould  we  charge 
to  his  account  that  greater  defed  ftill  of 
the  Latin,  and  indeed  the  greateft  defe£l 
almoft  that  any  language  can  have,  the 
want  of  an  Article ; the  confequence  of 
which  is,  that,  when  two  words  arc  joined 
together  in  a propofition,  we  cannot  tell 

* Vol.  4.  p.  327.  et  feq. 
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which  is  the  fubjeft,  and  which  the  pre- 
dicate. Of  this  I have  elievvhere  obfcrved 
one  example  in  Livy,  in  the  cafe  of  the  two 
names  hijler  and  ludio  for  a Ji age-play er  * . 
There  perhaps  the  ambiguity  was  unavoid- 
able. But  he  has  ufed  expreffions  fuch  as 
I do  not  find  in  any  other  Latin  author, 
which,  for  want  of  the  article,  are  not  in- 
telligible to  any  man  who  does  not  under- 
ftand  Greek.  Now,  I think  it  is  a fault  in  an 
author  to  write  fo  in  any  language  that  he 
cannot  be  underftood  without  the  know- 
ledge of  another.  Of  this  I will  give  two 
or  three  inftances  out  of  many  that  plight 
be  given. 

The  firft  I Ihall  give  is  from  the  end  of 
the  third  book,  where,  fpeaking  of  the 
judgment  that  the  people  of  Rome  gave  in 
their  own  favour,  in  a queftion  concerning 
the  property  of  fome  lands  betwixt  two 
neighbouring  nations,he  fays,  the  judgment 
was  in  the  main  right,  as  the  land  was 
truly  theirs,  if  it  had  been  given  by  other 
judges.  Then  he  adds,  ‘ Nunc  hand fane 

I 

• Vol.  4.  p.  92. 
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* quicquam  homo  caufae  leniatur  dedecus 

* judicii*  Where,  if  the  Latins  had  an  ar- 

ticle to  prefix  to  bono,  and  could  hav^ 
faidy  as  the  Greeks  would  have  faid, 
aya^tfi  or  tw  t»s  S'ixvf,  there  would 

have  been  no  obfcurity  in  the  paflage; 
whereas,  I fay*  that,  as  it  ftands  in  Livy, 
there  is  a very  great  obfcurity  in  it,  fo  that 
it  is  not  intelligible  to  the  mere  Latin  fcho- 
lar.  And  the  obfcurity  is  greater  in  this 
cafe,  that  a neuter  adjedive  is  made  to  go- 
vern a fubftantive  in  the  genetive,  which 
is  common  in  Greek,  but  very  unufual  in 
Latin.  Another  inftance  of  the  fame  kind 
is,  where,  giving  a charader  of  Tarqui»- 
nius  Superbus,  he  fays,  * Nec  ut  injuftus 

* in  pace  rex,  ita  dux  belli  pravus  fuit  j 
‘ quin  ea  arte  aequaflet  fuperiores  reges* 
‘ ni  degeneratum  in  aliis,  huic  quoque  de^ 
‘ cori  offecijfet  Where  the  reader,  in  or- 
der to  undcrftand  the  paflage,  roufl  know 
that  the  Greeks  are  in  ufe,  hy  joining  the 
article  to  a participle  in  the  neuter  gen- 
der, as  well  as  to  an  adjedive,  as  in  the 

• Lib.  I.  cap.  53. 
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preceding  cafe,  to  make  a fubftantive  of  it. 
In  thefe  two  examples,  the  article  is  want- 
ing only  to  a fmgle  word : But  I will  give 
an  example  where  it  is  wanting  to, a whole 
member  of  a fentence*  It  is  in  the  fpeech 
of  the  Campanian  ambafladors  to  the  fe- 
nate  of  Rome,  where  they  fay,  ‘ Fuit  qui^ 

* dem  apud  vof  fgmper  fatis  jiijla  caufa  ami’- 

* (itiaff  vclh  eum  vobis  amicum  ejfe^  qui  vox 
‘ appeterfX*'.  Where  the  article  is  wanting, 
not  to  a fmgle  word  or  thing,  but  to  the 
whole  laft  part  of  the  fentence*  And  it  muft 
be  underftood  to  be  prefixed  to  the  infini- 
tive •uglify  according  to  the  elegant  ufe  of 
it  in  Greek,  by  which  of  the  infinitive 

,they  make  a noun,  with  the  addition 'of 
expreffing  time,  and  governing  a noun  in 
the  accufative,  or  whatever  other  cafe  is 
the  regimen  of  the  verb.  Now  this,  1 fay, 
is  ftill  more  unintelligible  than  the  for- 
mer examples  to  the  mere  Latin  fcholar, 
who  will  underftand  velle  to  be  no- 
thing more  than  an  infinitive  ; and  will 
try  in  vain  to  conftrue  it  with  fome  other 
word  in  the  fentence.  And  here  we  may 

• Lib.  7.  cap.  3©. 
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obferve  one  great  ufc  of  the  article  in 
Greek,  befides  that  principal  one  already 
obfcrved  of  diftinguifliing  the  fuhjeil  in  a 
propofition  from  the  predicate.  And  this  is 
the  making  a whole  fentence,  or  member, 
of  a fentence,  one  thing  or  one  word,  as  it 
may  be  called,  which  may  be  made  the 
fubjed  of  a propofition ; as  in  this  cafe 
the  TO  •velle  eum  •vobis  amicuin  ejfe^  qui  vos 
appeteretj  is  affirmed  to  have  been  among 
the  Romans  a Jufficient  caufe  of  friendjhip. 
This  mull  give  a wonderful  perfpicuity  to 
the  difcourfe,  as  it  often  happens  not  only 
in  reafoning  but  in  narrative,  that  feveral 
ideas  are  confidered  but  as  one,  and  make 
either  the  fubjed  or  predicate  of  a pro- 
pofition.  I will  give  another  inftance  of 
the  fame  kind  from  book  7.  cap.  8.  where 
the  Roman  didator  had  delayed  fighting 
on  account  of  the  entrails  of  the  vidim 
not  being  favourable  : ‘ Diu  non  perlita- 
‘ turn  tenuerat  diHatoremi  ne  ante  meridiem 
^ Jignum  dare  pojfet,'  Where  the  Greek 
article  to  would  have  made  the  fenfe  per- 
fedly  clear,  but  which  without  it  is  not 
intelligible  to  a man  who  is  not  a Greek 
fcholar  j and  therefore  fuch  a form  of  ex- 
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preffion  ought  to  have  been  avoided  by  a 
Roman  author 


* Horace  is  an  author  who  has  ufed  many  Greek 
idioms,  but  In  fuch  a manner  as  to  produce  no  obfcuri- 
ty.'  I will  mention  one  that  I think  very  elegant.  It  is  in 
the  ftory  of  Europa,  where  he  makes  Venus  fay  to  her. 

Uxor  inviSli  Jovis  effi,  nefcis.  (Od.  27.  lib.  3.  v.  73.) 

Here  he  adopts  that  elegant  Attic  concifenels  of  fparing 
the  repetition  of  the  pronoun,  where  the  perfon  of 
the  governing  verb  in  the  fentence  is  not  changed.  Ac- 
cording to  the  common  Latin  idiom  it  fhould  have 
been,  Ne/cis  U ejjic  uxorem  inviSH  Juvis. 

But  I fay  the  other  phrafe  is  much  more  elegant,  and 
equally  clear  and  unambiguous.  And  there  is  nothing 
in  the  Latin  language  any  more  than  in  the  Greek 
that  hinders  it  from  being  ufed,  tho’  it  be  not  at  all  of 
common  ufe  among  the  Latin  writers.  This  common 
Greek  idiom,  however,  Doflor  Clarke  does  not  appear 
to  have  known,  otherwife  he  would  have  found  as  little 
difficulty  as  Euflathius  has  done  in  that  paflage  of  the 
firft  Iliad,  where  Achilles  fays  to  Agamemnon, 


xrtftH  uro,  ttpviut. 

Iliad  L V.  170. 


Here  we  may  obferve  an  example  of  both  conftme- 
tions : viz.  of  the  Greek,  when,  the  perfon  of  the 
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Neither  would  I impute  to  Livy  the 
want  of  thofc  connefting  particles,  fuch  as 
fjLSVf  iTe,  fjLVVf  (Tn,  ’ouk,  toi  and  'rotyafovrt 
which,  befides  giving  a flow  to  the  Greek 
compofition,  fuch  as  is  not  to  be  found- 
in  Latin,  conned  the  fenfe  and  give  an 
emphafis  to  it,  which  it  wants  in  Latin  ; 
and  muA  have  had  flill  greater  efied  in 
fpeaking  than  in  writing,  and,  I am  per- 
fuaded,  contributed  not  a little  to  give 
that  rotunditas  orisy  which  Horace  corn- 


verb  not  being  changed,  the  following  noun  or  partici- 
ple agrees  with  it  in  cafe,  as  iy«  ttrtfut 

tt)f ; and  alfo  of  the  common  Latin  condrufllon,  where 
the  perfon  of  the  verb  is  changed,  as  •if»  PI  c^froff 
XXI  xXtvTtf  This  paflage  therefore  appears 

to  me  as  clear  as  it  did  to  Euftathius.  The  Doctor,, 
however,  it  feems,  thought  it  very  difficult ; and- 
has  given  us  a long  note  upon  it,  which  is,  no 
doubt,  thought  to  be-  very  learned  and  ingenious  by 
thofe  who  admire  the  Dodtor’s  Greek  learning,  and 
think  that  he  has  made  great  difeoveries  in  that  lan- 
guage, particularly  with  tefpeft  to  the  tenfes,  of  which 
he  has  given  us  a fyftcm  quite  different  from  that  of  all 
other  grammarians  antient  or  modem  ; and  has  found 
out  one  tenfe  in  Greek,  fuch  as  is  to  be  found  in  no  o- 
ther  language,  by  which  a paft  aftion  is  denoted  to  be 
quickly  performed.  See  vol.  a.  of  this  work,  p.  ijg. 
and  156. 
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mends  in  the  Greek  fpeech  *.  And  indeed, 
tho’,  without  the  ufe  of  fuch  particles,  the 
words  may  be  conneded  together,  the 
fentences  never  can  be  connected  fo  much  as 
they  ought  to  be.  And  of  this  defed,  both 
in  the  Latin  and  the  modern  languages, 
every  man  who  has  read  much  Greek, 
and  ftudied  the  beauties  of  compoHtion  in 
that  language,  mull  be  fenlible  f . 

The  only  way  of  remedying  this  defed, 
is  by  compofing  in  periods,  or  fentences  of 
fome  length,  which  will  make  the  compoli- 
tion  appear  lels  broken  and  disjointed.  But 
Livy,  inftead  of  applying  this  remedy,  has 
aggravated  the  defed  of  his  language,  by 
cutting  his  ftile  into  fhort,  abrupt,  uncon- 
neded  fentences,  and  affeding  a brevity, 
and  with  it  a point  and  a turn,  which  ve- 
ry often  produces  a great  obfeurity.  Both 
thefe  faults  of  ftile  the  Romans  acquired 
in  their  fchools  of  declamation,  which 

* De  Arte  Poetica,  v.  J23. 

f See  what  I have  faid  on  this  fubjeft,  vol.  4.  p. 
63.  and  following,  alfo  p.  95. 
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were  fo  much  in  fafliion  among  them  in 
later  times,  that  every  man  who  was  bred 
to  fpeak  or  write  frequented  them,  and 
there  formed  his  tafte  of  ftile  and  compo- 
fitioii.  That  Livy  was  taught  in  one  of 
thefe  fchools,  1 think,  is  evident  from  the 
the  whole  colour  of  his  ftile,  and  from 
fome  particular  paflages  that  I have  already 
quoted.  And  I will  here  quote  fome  more 
to  fliow  that  he  learned  there  both  the 
fliort  cut  of  ftile,  which  he  afledts  fo  much, 
and  alfo  that  obfeurity  which  thofe  de* 
claimers  ftudied  : For  they  thought  that 
their  fmart,  pointed  fentences,  the  vibran- 
tes  fententiolae^  as  Petronius  calls  them, 
were  the  better  for  their  meaning  not 
being  obvious,  which  they  imagined  w'as 
more  ftriking,  if  it  took  time  and  thought 
to  find  it  out.  And  Seneca  mentions  one 
of  them,  who  recommended  it  to  his  feho- 
lars,  to  cloud  or  darken  their  conceits  as 
much  as  they  could,  {axort^i  was  the  word 
he  ufed):  And  he  commended  one  of  them 
very  much  for  being  fo  obfeure,  ut  ne  vel 
ipfe  intelligam. 


I 

Digitized  by  Googlt' 


Chap.  I.  Progress  of  Language.  43 

I will  firft  give  feme  examples  from  tliis 
author  of  a ftile  fo  cut  into  fhort  fentences, 
as  not  to  deferve  the  name  of  compofuion. 
After  the  fpeech  above  mentioned,  which 
he  puts  into  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine  wo- 
men, he  deferibes  the.effedi  of  it  in  this 
manner  : ‘ Movet  res  turn  multitudinem; 

‘ turn  duces.  Silcntium  et  repentina  fit 
‘ quies ; inde  ad  foedus  faciendum  duces 

* prodeunt : nec  pacem  modo,  fed  et  civi- 
‘ tatem  unara  ex  duabus  faciunt : regnum 

* confociant ; imperium  omne  conferunt 

* Roraam  The  relation  of  fo  great  an 
event,  one  of  the  greateft  in  the  Roman 
ftory,  ought  not,  I think,  to  have  been  cut 
and  broken,  and  minced  down  in  this  man- 
ner ; but  'ihould  have  been  narrated,  if 
not  in  a full  well  turned  period,  at  lead 
not  in  an  unconnefted  disjointed  ftile,  ve- 
ry different  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
Halicarnaffian  relates  it  f- 

And  not  only  in  his  narrative  does  he 
ufe  this  fliort,  abrupt  ftile,  but  even  in  his 

* Lib.  I.  cap.  13. 
f Lib.  2.  cap.  46. 
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fpeeches,  where  it  is  ftill  more  improper  ; 
for  nobody  fpeaking  in  that  way  in  a pu- 
blic aflembly  could  be  heard  with  any  pa- 
tience, or  attended  to.  However  Livy  has 
ufed  it  in  his  fpeeches  ; and,  (what  is  fin- 
gular  in  his  ftile,  <ind  didinguiihes  it  even 
from  that  of  Tacitus,  or  any  other  author 
I know),  more  in  them  than,  in  his  narra- 
tive. After  the  expulfion  of  the  kings, 
he  makes  the  violent  republicans  fpeak  a- 
gainft  one  of  the  confuls,  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  called  Tarquinius,  in  this 
manner:  * Nimium  Tarquinios 'regno  af- 
‘ fuefle.  Initium  a Prifeo  fadum.’  Then, 
a little  after  : * Pulfo  Superbo,  penes  Col- 
‘ latinum  imperium  efle.  Nefcire  Tarquini- 

* os  privatos  vivere : Non  placere  nomen; 

* periculofum  efle  libertati  Then,  in 
a fpeech  which  his  colleague  Brutus  makes 

‘ in  an  aflembly  of  the  people,  he  perfuades 
him  to  go  into  voluntary  exile,  in  the  fol- 
lowing pretty  little  fentences  : ‘ Regium 

* genus,  regium  nomen,  non  folum  in  ci- 
‘ vitate,  fed  etiam  in  imperio  elTe.  Id  of- 

• Lib.  2.  cap.  2 
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* ficere,  id  obftare  libertati.  Hunc,  tu, 

* tua  voluntate,  L.  Tarquini,  remove  me- 

* turn*  Meminerimus,  fatemur,  ejccifti  re- 

* ges.  Abfolve  beneficium  tuum.  Aufer 
‘ hinc  regium  nomen 

* Lib.  2.  cap.  2.  In  this  fpecch  we  have  the  ftilc 
of  Portius  Latro  and  the  other  declaimers  of  his  age 
very  exaftly  imitated  j for  they  frequently  addrefled 
thofe  to  whom  they  fpoke  in  fuch  fentences  as,  ‘ 

* folve  henefidum  tuum.  Aufer  hinc  regium  nomen*  And 
there  is  another  fpeech,  which  he  puts  into  the  mouth 
of  the  father  of  Horatius  in  defence  of  his  fon  for  the 
murder  of  his  lifter,  (lib.  i . cap.  26.)  which,  if  poftible, 
is  ftill  more  like  to  the  ftilti  of  Portius  Latro.  In  this 
fpcech  the  father  turns  from  the  people,  to  whom  he 
was  fpeaking,  and  addreftes  himfelf  to  the  Liftor: 
‘ I li&or,  colliga  manus,  quae  paulo  ante  armatae  imperium 
‘ populo  Romano  pepererunt.  /,  caput  obnuhe  liber atoris 

' ‘ urbis  hujus  : arbore  infelid  fufpende  ; verbera,  vel  intra 

* potnoerium,modo  inter  illapila  et  Jpolia  hojliumt  vel  extra 

‘ pomoerium,  mode  intra  fepulchra  Curiatiorum.  r- 

‘ nim  ducere  hunc  juvenem  potejiisy  ubi  non  fua  decora  eum 

* a tanta  foeditate  fupplicii  vindicent?'  And  indeed,  who- 
ever reads  the  Suaforiae  ac  Controverfiae  of  Seneca  with 
any  attention,  muft  be  convinced  that  the  two  (files 
refemble  one  another  as  much,  I think,  as  any  {files  can 
do.  See  what  I have  written  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the 
fchools  of  declamation,  cap.  13.  of  vol.  3.  of  this 
vrork,  p.  50.  ct  feq. 
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Many  examples  may  be  given  from 
this  author  of  fpeeches  of  like  compofition, 
fuch  as  the  fpeech  of  Mucius  Scaevola  to 
Porfena  the  Eirufcan  King,  in  lib  2.  cap. 
12,  the  fpeeches  of  the  people  againft 
the  Patricians  upon  occafion  of  the  fudden 
death  of  a Tribune,  who  was  fufpeded  to 
be  murdered  by  the  Patricians,  ibid.  cap. 
55.  And  there  is  a fpeech  againft  the  De- 
cemviri, lib.  3.  cap.  52.  confifting  almoft 
intirely  of  fhorc,  pungent  interrogations, 
after  the  manr°r  of  the  fchool  of  decla- 
mation, no  lefs  than  eight  of  them  in  a 
firing.  It  may  be  obferved,  that  thefe  are 
only  fliort  fpeeches,  introduced  occafional- 
ly,  and  made  part  of  the  narrative,  and 
which  ought  to  be  confidered  rather  as  re- 
flediions  on  what  was  pafling  than  as 
fpeeches:  But  in  his  moft  formal  harangues 
there  is  more  or  lefs  of  the  fame  colour  of 
ftile,  nor  can  I find  any  thing  in  them  like 
^ the  compofition  of  Demofthenes,  upon 
which,  and  the  orations  of  the  Halicarnaf- 
fian  in  his  hiftory,  who  has  imitated  De- 
mofthenes fo  well,  I have  formed  my 
tafte  of  a rhetorical  ftile.  At  the  fame 
time  I muft  do  Livy  the  juftice  to  acknow- 
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ledge,  that  there  is  a great  deal  of  matter 
and  good  argument  in  his  fpeeches  ; for 
which  reafon  I think  they  fliould  be  care- 
fully ftudied  by  thofe  who  would  form 
themfelves  to  be  fpeakers  upon  public  bu- 
finefs. 

Livy  feems  to  be  fo  fond  of  this  neat, 
trim  ftile,  as  fome  people  think  it,  that, 
for  the  fake  of  it,  he  fometimes  gives  up 
the  gravity  and  dignity  of  the  hiftorical 
ftile,  and  falls  into  the  ftile  of  familiar 
fmart  converfation*  As  where  he  defcribes 
Collatinus,  the  hufband  of  Lucretia,  drink- 
ing with  the  fons  of  Tarquin,,  when  the 
converfaiion  turned  upon  their  wives,  each 
commending  his  own.  To  decide  the  pre- 
ference, Collatinus  propoled  that  they 
fliould  get  upon  horfeback,  (for  they  were 
then  in  the  camp  before  Ardea),  and  go  to 
Rome  to  fee  what  his  wife  Lucretia  was 
then  doing.  Livy  adds  : ‘ Incaluerant  vi- 
‘ no.  Age  fane  omnes.  Citatis  equis  ad- 
* volant  Romam  *.*  This  is  certainly  more 

* Lib.  I.  cap.  57.  ' 1 
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the  ftile  of  comedy  than  hiftory  : And 
many  fimilar  padages  might  be  quoted 
from  Terence. 

That  this  (hort  cut  of  ftile  came  from 
the  fchools  of  declamation,  is  evident  from 
the  famples  of  the  declamations  preferved 
to  us  by  Seneca,  where  there  is  nothing 
like  compofition  in  periods,  but  the  whole 
confifts  of  fliort  unconneded  fentences.  It 
was  thefe  fchools  that  gave  rife  to  this 
ftile  of  writing  among  the  Romans,  quite 
unknown  to  the  Greeks,  among  whom 
there  were  no  fuch  fchools ; for,  tho’  they 
' had  fchools  of  rhetoric,  fuch  as  that  of  1- 
focrates,  it  does  not  appear  that  in  thofe 
fchools  they  declaimed  upon  fi£Utious  fub- 
jeds,  but  were  only  taught  the  precepts  of 
the  art ; or,  if  they  pradifed  it,  it  was  up- 
on fome  real  fubjeds,  which  might  be  a- 
gitated  at  the  time.  Salluft  was  the  firft 
author  who  wrote  in  this  ftile.  After  him 
came  our  author,  who  added  to  the  ftiort 
fentences  of  Salluft  the  fmart  turns,  and 
what  may  be  called  quaint  conceits,  as  well 
as  the  obfeurity  of  the  declaimers  of  his 
age,  neither  of  which  is  to  be  found  in 
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Salluft.  Then  came  Tacitus,  who  lived  at 
a time  when  the  Romans  began  to  give  o- 
ver  the  fiudy  of  the  Greek  authors,  and 
to  form  thcmfelves  upon  models  of  their 
own.  He  imitated  Sallud  and  Livy  ; but 
has  made  his  flilc  much  worfe  than  that 
of  either  of  them,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
completed  the  corruption  of  the  tafte  of 
Roman  writing ; for  he  has  added  to  the 
abrupt,  disjointed  ftile  of  Sallull:,  and  to 
the  fmart,  Ihort  fentences  of  Livy,  an 
affedtation  of  faying  every  the  mofl  com- 
mon thing  in  a way  uncommon  and  fur- 
prifing,  and  thereby  has  made  a riddle, 
where  is  nothing  at  bottom,  but  plain  and 
ordinary  fenle.  And,  from  this  oracular 
obfeurity  of  expreflion,  he  has  acquired  a- 
mong  fome  people  the  reputation  of  ora- 
cular wifdom.  And  thus  it  appears,  that 
Tacitus  has  verified  Horace’s  obfervation, 
decipit  exempiiir  unitabiJe.  And  in- 

deed there  Is  nothing  more  natural  than  to 
make  a bad  pattern  worfe  in  the  imitation, 
as  it  is  much  caficr  to  imitate  what  is  bad 
in  any  pattern  than  what  is  good. 

This  is  the  progrefs  of  the  corruption  of 
ftile  among  the  P.cmans;  And  thequeftion 
VoL.  V.  G 
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is,  whether  we  moderns  are  to  imitate 
fuch  authors  as  the  three  I have  mentioned, 
or  the  great  authors  of  antiquity,  fuch  as 
Demofthenes,  Herodotus,  Thucydides,  and 
the  Halicarnaflian,  who  never  formed  their 
lafte  of  writing  or  fpeaking  in  a fchool 
of  declamation  ; for  it  is  of  abfolutc  nccef- 
fity,  that  we  fhould  learn  from  fome  of  the 
anticnts  to  fpeak  or  write,  as  well  as  to  paint 
or  make  ftatues.  Now,  if  we  ftudy  and  ad- 
mire fuch  Latin  authors  as  the  three  writers  I 
have  mentioned,  it  is  impoflible  we  can  have 
a good  tafte  in  writing,  as  impoflible  as,  to 
life  a fimile  of  Petronius,  that  a man  who 
lives  in  a kitchen,  (he  might  have  faid  in  a 
lioufe  of  office),  fhould  fmcll  fweeu.  And 
our  tafte  will  be  fo  much  formed  to  their 
tafte  and  manners,  as  not  to  be  able  to 
fpeak  or  write  in  any  other,  nor  indeed,  as 
1 have  obferved  elfewhere  *,  to  underftand 
very  well  what  is  written  or  fpoken  in  a bet- 
ter ftile.  It  was  fome  years  ago  the  fafhion 
in  Britain  tp  imitate  Tacitus,  and  the  French 
writers,  fuch  as  Montefquieu,  that  is,  Ta- 
citus at  fecond  hand.  And  it  was  imagined 
that  the  fenfe  w^as  more  condenfed,  and 

? Vol.  4.  p.  239.  249. 
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more  forcibly  conveyed  in  that  way,  than 
when  diffufed  into  periods  and  long  fen*- 
tences : Whereas  I hold  the  contrary  to  be 
the  truth ; and  that,  as  an  argument  can- 
not be  apprehended,  unlefs  the  propofitions 
of  which  it  confifts  be  all  under  the  view 
of  the  mind  at  once,  it  is  better  that  they 
fhould  be  all  comprehended  in  one  periodj 
than  that  they  fhould  be  minced  down 
and  frittered  into  fhort,  unconneded  fen- 
tences.  This,  I hope,  will  foon  be  the  ge- 
neral opinion,  and  the  tafte  of  the  nation 
reformed  both  by  the  ftudy  of  the  befl  an- 
tient  authors,  and  by  the  example  of  our 
Minifter,  who  fpeaks  in  periods  with  fnch 
univerfal  applaufe,  and  who  was  trained, 
as  1 have  heard,  to  fpeak  in  that  way  by 
his  Father,  much  in  the  fame  manner  as  I 
have  faid  the  Duke  of  Wharton  was  by  hh 
Father  * ; for  it  is  only  by  example  and 
imitation  that  the  tafte  or  ear  can  be  form- 
ed to  that  kind  of  compofition. 

From  the  fame  fountain  Livy  has  deri-* 
ved  the  obfcurity  of  his  ftile.  And  indeed 

■*  Vol.  4.  p.  a44- 
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it  is  nccelTary,  if  I write  or  fpeak  in  fhort 
fenceaces,  and  afrecl  to  give  a point  and  a 
I'mart  turn  to  the  thought,  that  I fhould  ftu- 
dy  to  be  very  brief  ; the  confequence  of 
which  is,  that  I muft  be  often  obfeure. 
It  is  therefore  not  without  reafon  that  Pe- 
tronius  has  accufed  the  declaimers  of  ha- 
ving ruined  eloquence,  and  every  kind  of 
writing.  I will  only  give  one  or  two  in- 
flances  of  the  obfcurity  of  Livy  out  of  ve- 
ry many  that  might  be  given  ; for,  to  fay 
the  truth,  I think  that  there  is  an  obfcuri- 
ty, greater  or  lefs,  that  runs  through  his 
whole  hidory,  1 he  fird  I lhall  mention 
is,  where  he  makes  Mettus  the  general  of 
the  Albans,  in  a conference  wdiich  he  defi- 
red  with  Tullus  the  Roman  king,  before 
tiie  armies  liiould  engage,  fpeak  to  him  im 
this  manner:  ‘ Injurias,  et  non  redditas  res 
‘ ex  focdcre,  quae  icpetitae  fmt,  et  ego  re- 
‘ gem  noflrum  Cluilium,  caufam  hujufee 
‘ eile  belli,  audlllc  videor  : nec  tc  dubito, 
‘ Tulle,  eadem  prae  te  ferre  Where 
neither  the  conflrudUon  nor  the  fenfe  can 
be  made  out  without  fupplying  an  ellipfis, 

* Lib.  I.  cap.  23. 
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altogether  uncommon  and  without  exam- 
ple, as  far  as  I know.  The  words  wanted 
to  make  the  fentence  intelligible,  are  prac 
fe  ferre^  after  the  words,  regein  tiojirum 
Clmlium ; and  with  this  addition  the  mean- 
ing is.  That  ‘ I think  I have  heard  that 
‘ our  King  Cluilius  pretends  that  the  caufe 

* of  the  war  is  injuries  for  which  indem- 

* nification  is  refufed.  And  I doubt  not, 
‘ Tullus,  but  that  you  pretend  the  fame.’ 
Where,  if  the  concluding  claufe  prae  te 
fcrre  could  have  applied  to  the  preceding 
part  of  the  fentence,  the  ellipfis  might 
have  been  endured  ; but,  as  it  cannot,  but 
mull  be  changed  into  prae  fe  ferre^  it  is  a 
perfect  riddle,  which  I believe  I fhould 
never  have  been  able  to  have  Iblvcd  with- 
out the  affiftance  of  an  ingenious  friend 
of  mine,  Mr  John  Hunter  Profeffor  of  Hu- 
manity in  the  univerfity  of  St  Andrews, 
whom  I had  occafion  to  mention  before 
in  the  courfe  of  this  work,  and  I think  it 
is  a much  more  natural  interpretation  of 
thepaflage,  than  to  fupply,  as  Crevier  does, 
the  words,  quum  dixit ; which  is  an  el- 
lipfis without  example. 
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To  the  fame  friend  I owe  the  expound- 
ing of  another  riddle  of  Livy,  where  fpeak-^ 
ing  of  the  creation  of  the  firft  didator,  he 
fays,  ‘ In  hac  tantarum  expedatione  re- 

* rum  folicita  civitate,  didatoris  primum 

* creandi  mentio  orta.  Sed  nec  quo  anno^ 

* nec  quibus  confulibus^  quia  ex  fadione 
‘ Tarquinia  eflent,  (id  quoque  enim  tradi- 

* tur),  parUm  creditum  fit,  nec  quis  pri- 

* mum  didator  creatus  fit,  fatis  conftat 
Where,  by  ufing  the  common  expreffion 
of  quo  anno  et  quibus  confuUbus,  one  fhould 
have  thought  that  he  only  meant  to  ftate 
the  doubt,  in  ivhat  ycar^  and  under  •what 
confuls^  the  jirjl  didator  nvas  created.  But 
then  what  is  to  be  made  of  the  reft  of  the 
fentence  ? This  is  a difficulty  which  upon 
due  confideration  makes  us  apply  the  ex- 
preffion parum  creditum  fit  to  the  quibus 
confulibus.  And  then  the  fenfe  is  abun- 
dantly clear.  But  it  certainly  might  have 
been  expreflfed  fo  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
any  difficulty,  by  removing  the  ambiguity 
in  the  expreffion  quibus  confulibus  joined  to 

* Lib.  2.  cap.  1 8. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chap.  I.  Progress  of  Language.  5^ 

quo  anno.  Of  this  paflage  Crevier  takes  no 
notice,  except  to  obferve,  that  there  is  a 
diflference  among  authors  as  to  the  year  in 
which  the  firft  didator  was  created  ; from 
this  I conclude,  that  either  he  did  not 
fee  the  difficulty  of  the  paflage,  or  iould 
not  folve  it. 

There  is  another  palTagc,  of  which,  with 
no  aflTiftance  I have  got,  I am  able  to  make 
fenfe.  It  is  where  fpeaking  of  the  two 
daughters  of  Servius  Tullius  married  to 
the  two  fons  of  Tarquin  the  lad  king,  the 
one  a Virago,  of  a fierce  turbulent  fpirit, 
but  married  to  a man  of  a mild  and  gentle 
difpofition  ; the  other  of  a peaceable  gen- 
tle temper,  ^ut  married  to  a man  of  a mod 
fierce  and  violent  fpirit.  Of  the  fiid  men- 
tioned lady,  he  fays,  ‘ Sperncre  fororem, 
* quod,  nada  virum,  muliebri  ceffaret  au- 
‘ dacia  The  mader  of  the  declaiming 
fchool  above  mentioned,  if  he  had  given 
out  this  dory  by  way  of  text  to  Livy, 

^ Lib.  I.  cap.  46.  Crevier  corre£Vs  tlie  te^t,  and 
reads  muliebri  audacia,  leaving  out  the  word  ceJJ'aret ; but 
makes  no  fenfe  of  it  unlcfs  we  could  fuppofe,  that  a/.'- 
^ada  was  the  charaftcriflic  of  the  female  fex. 
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might  have  praifed  him  as  he  did  one  of 
his  fcholars,  by  faying  ne  vel  ipfe  intelUgo. 

There  is  another  paflage  fo  remarkably 
obfeure  that  the  meaning  of  it  can  only  be 
divined,  not  made  out  from  the  words.  It  is 
■where  he  deferibes  the  ftratagem  which 
Hannibal  ufed  to  pafs  the  Rhone  in  oppo- 
fition  to  an  army  of  Gauls,  who  were  up- 
on the  other  fide.  It  is  to  be  found  in  his 
21.  book,  cap.  27.  It  is  too  long  to  be 
here  inferted.  And  I fhall  only  add,  that 
the  obfeurity  of  it  may  arife  not  fo  much 
■from  the  Intricacy  and  perplexity  of  the 
Ilile,  as  from  his  intlre  ignorance  of  mili- 
tary affairs,  which  lie  could  not  learn  in 
the  fchool  of  declamation,  an^  which,  it 
does  not  appear,  he  had  ever  any  other  op- 
portunity of  learning : It  is  therefore  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  that  we  fiiould  think 
his  accounts  of  battles  fo  obfeure,  when 
we  read  thofe  given  us  by  Polybius  and 
Julius  Caefar,  with  whom  compared,  we 
may  fay,  (to  ufc  a phrafe  of  Shakefpear), 
that  Livy  knew  no  more  of  the  divifton  of  a 
\mt lie  than  a fpi'ifer. 
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This  cenfure  may  appear  to  many  pre- 
fumptuous,  and  much  too  fevere  upon  an  au- 
thor of  fuch  reputation  as  Livy.  I will 
therefore  quote  fome  paflages  from  him  in 
fupport  of  it : And  I will  begin  with  his 
defcription  of  the  Roman  legion  and  the 
divifion  of  their  battle  *,  which  he  has 
prefixed  to  his  account  of  the  great  and  de- 
cifive  battle  with  the  Latins,  and  which  is 
plainly  intended  for  the  inftrudlion  of  thofe 
who  were  not  military  men,  or  at  lead 
were  ignorant  of  the  Roman  manner  of 
fighting.  But  let  any  man  compare  it  with 
the  account  given  us  by  Polybius  of  the 
Roman  difcipline  and  divifion  of  the  le- 
gion, and  he  will  foon  be  convinced  that  it 
does  not  at  all  anfwer  that  purpofe.  For 
it  is  much  too  fhort,  and  in  many  places 
obfcure,  particularly  in  his  account  of  the 
Triarii,  which  I think  is  not  intelligible, 
notwithftanding  all  the  pains  that  Lipfius, 
in  his  work  De  Militia  Romana^  has  taken 
to  botch  and  mend  it.  And  there  is  one 
order  of  men  in  the  Roman  army,  whom 


* Lib.  8.  cap.  8. 
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he  calls  accenft^  but  of  whom  he  tells  us 
nothing,  except  that  they  were  the  weak- 
eft  part  of  the  army,  and  therefore  thrown 
into  the  laft  line.  But  he  Ihould  have  told 
us  a great  deal  more  concerning  them,  as 
it  w'as  by  bringing  them  up  into  the  firft 
line,  that  Manlius  gained  the  battle  he  af- 
terwards deferibes  ; for  by  this  movement 
he  made  the  Latins  believe  that  it  was 
his  Triarii,  whom  he  had  brought  up,  which 
made  them  advance  their  Triarii,  while 
Manlius  kept  his  in  referve,  and  by  that 
means  won  the  battle  *.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  defeription  given  us  by  Polybius 
of  the  legion  is  full,  accurate,  and  clear  f i 

* Lib.  8.  cap.  lo. 

f It  is  contained  in  one  of  the  excerpts  from  the 
ftxth  book  of  his  hiftory,  p.  466.  of  Cafaubon’s  edition. 
But  the  excerpt  is  not  full ; for  we  have  in  it  only  an 
account  of  the  number  of  the  legion,  the  divifions  and 
and  fubdivifions  of  it,  the  officers  fuperior  and  inferior, 
and  their  manner  of  marching  and  encamping.  But  he 
fays  that  he  was  to  inform  us  alfo  of  their 
or,  order  of  battle,  (ibid.  p.  472.  lit.  E.)  This  however 
is  wanting ; but  it  is  pretty  well  fupplied,‘by  what  Li- 
yy  has  laid  upon  the  (ubje^l  in  his  defeription  of  the 
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in  fhort,  it  is  fuch,  that  without  it,  and  what 
he  has  told  us  in  other  places  of  the  Ro- 
man manner  of  fighting,  I,  for  my  part, 
fhould  have  known  very  little  of  that  art 
of  war,  in  which  they  excelled  all  the  world. 

The  next  paflage  I fhall  quote,  is  from 
his  defcription  of  the  great  battle  of  Zama, 
which  decided  the  fate  of  Rome  and  Car- 
thage, and  put  an  end  to  the  fecond  Pu- 
nic war.  The  account  of  this  battle  he  has 
copied  from  Polybius,  as  indeed  of  all  the 
battles  in  this  Punic  war.  But  in  his  de- 
fcription  of  this  battle  he  has  either  mif- 
underflood  Polybius,  or  exprefled  his  mean- 
ing very  ill  in  one  moft  material  particular* 
upon  which  the  fate  of  the  battle  appears 
to  me  to  have  depended.  Polybius  tells 
us,  that  Scipio  ranged  the  hajlati  and  princi~ 
p€s  in  two  lines,  but  not  according  to  the 
ordinary  manner  of  the  Romans.  For  he 
did  not  place  the  manipuli  of  the  fecond 

legion,  and  which  is  by  much  the  btft  part  of  that  dd- 
fcription.  And  Polybius  himfelf,  in  his  account  above 
mentioned  of  the  battle  of  Zama,  has  explained  very 
Well  the  ordinary  form  of  their  battle,  by  telling  us  the 
changes  which  Scipio  made  in  it  upon  that  occafion. 
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line  oppofite  to  the  intervals  of  the  firft, 
but  directly  behind  the  manipuli  of  the 
full  line,  fo  as  to  give  a clear  paflage  to 
the  elephants.  This  is  moft  clearly  ex- 
preflcd  by  Polybius ; but  obferve  how  it  is 
rendered  by  Livy.  ‘ Non  confertas  autem 
‘ cohortes  ante  fua  quamque  figna  inftru- 
‘ ebat,  fed  manipulos  aliquantum  inter  fe 
‘ diftantes,  ut  eflet  fpatium  quo  elephantes 
* hoftium  accepti,  nihil  ordines  turbarent*.’ 
Here  there  appears  to  be  no  error  in  the 
text ; but  what  the  fenfe  of  it  is  I am  alto- 
gether at  a lofs  to  find  out.  And  I think 
I may  venture  to  afiirm,  that  the  military 
men  even  of  his  own  time  would  hardly 
have  guefled  what  he  meant.  One  error 
in  the  paflage  is  obvious,  that  he  fpeaks  of 
cohorts  as  a divifion  of  the  legion  then  in 
ufe  among  the  Romans ; whereas  it  is  cer- 
tain, from  Polybius’s  account  of  the  legion, 
and  even  from  his  own,  which  I have 
quoted,  that  no  fuch  divifion  was  then 
known.  All  we  know  of  that  matter 
is,  that  the  legion  was  fo  divided  in  the 
time  of  Julius  Caefar,  but  how  long  before 
we  know  not. 

• Lib.  30.  cap.  33. 
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What  makes  me  imagine  that  Livy  has 
miftaken  altogether  the  meaning  of  Poly- 
bius, rather  than  exprefled  it  ill,  is,  that  in 
his  defcription  of  another  famous  battle, 
which  he  has  alfo  copied  from  Polybius, 
he  has  plainly  miftranflated  him  ; and 
the  error  is  fo  capital,  that  it  makes  non- 
fenfe  of  the  whole  account  of  the  battle. 
The  battle  I mean  is  the  famous  one  of 
Cymfcepbalai^  betwixt  Flarainius  the  Ro- 
man conful  and  Philip  King  of  Macedon, 
in  the  firft  Macedonian  war.  The  error 
is  where  Livy  tells  us,  that,  when  the  right 
wing  of  the  Macedonian  army,  where  Phi- 
lip commanded  in  perfon,  got  up  to  the 
top  of  the  hill,  Philip  gave  this  order  to 
his  men  : * Caetratos  et  Macedonium  pha- 

* langen,  haftis  pofitis,  quarum  longitude 

* impedimento  erat,  gladiis  rem  gerere  ju- 

* bet  Now,  from  Polybius’s  defcription 
of  the  phalanx  fubjoined  to  his  account  of 
this  battle  which  defcription  Livy  certain- 
ly ought  to  have  ftudied  and  underftood  be- 

* Lib.  33.  cap.  8. 

I Lib.  1 7.  cap.  762.  tiit.  Cafauhoni. 
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fore  he  gave  an  account  of  this  Roman  battle 
■with  that  phalanx,  it  evidently  appears  that 
ihefe  fpears,  which  Livy  makes  the  Macedo- 
nians throw  away  as  ufelefs  on  account  of 
their  length,  were  no  other  than  the JariJfae^ 
the  chief  weapon  of  the  phalanx,  and 
which  made  it  irrefillible*  where  the  ground 
was  level  and  even,  and  it  was  oppofed  on- 
ly in  front.  This  weapon  was  14  cubits 
long  ; and  every  man  of  the  16  in  depth, 
of  which  the  phalanx  confifted,  had  one 
of  them,  which  was  laid  over  the  (boulders 
of  the  men  before  him  : And  the  weapon 
was  fo  ponderous  that  it  was  wielded  with 
both  hands.  A fingle  fpear  of  this  kind 
mull  have  had  a great  force  againft  any 
man  armed  with  lighter  and  (horter  wea- 
pons ; but,  by  the  clofenefs  of  the  men  in 
the  phalanx,  and  the  loofer  order  of  the 
Romans,  one  of  whom  was  by  that  means 
oppofed  to  two  Macedonians,  the  number  of 
fariflae  that  each  Roman  had  to  encoun- 
ter, was,  according  to  Polybius’  calculation, 
no  lefs  than  10.  So  that  he  had  this  wood 
of  fpears  to  cut  down  or  get  thro’  before 
he  could  reach  the  body  of  a Macedonian 
with  his  fword,  which,  as  it  is  well  known, 
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•was  the  chief  weapon  of  the  Roman  fol- 
dier.  What  the  reft  of  the  armour  of  the 
Macedonian  phalanx  was,  Polybius  has 
not  told  us ; but  Plutarch  has  fupplied 
that  defedl  in  his  life  of  Paulus  iEmilius, 
where,  deferibing  his  battle  with  Perfeus, 
he  tells  us,  that  as  foon  as  the  Romans 
came  to  clofe  with  the  Macedonians,  by 
the  means  which  he  mentions,  there  was 
no  match  : For  the  Macedonians  had  no- 
thing that  could  avail  them  in  a clofe  en*n 
counter  except  little  fwords,  which  he  calls 
and  light  targets,  which  he  ex- 
pjefles  by  the  diminutive  TreArapia;  where- 
as the  Romans  had  ftrong  heavy  fwords, 
againft  which  the  Macedonian  light  target 
was  no  defence  ; and,  in  place  of  that  tar- 
get, they  had  great  fhields  that  covered 
their  whole  body.  But  the  Macedonians, 
he  fays,  while  the  order  of  ^the  phalanx 
• was  preferved,  and  they  at  liberty  to  ufe 
their  farijfae,  made  fuch  an  impreflion 
with  them,  that  neither  the  heavy  fhields 
of  the  Romans  nor  their  coats  of*  mail 
could  refill  them,  but  they  pierced  thro’ 
all  into  their  bodies  : And  the  Macedo- 
pians,  he  fays,  threw  them  over  their  heads 
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upon  the  points  of  their  farijfae.  This  * 
defcriplion  of  the  battle  with  Perfeus  by- 
Plutarch  is  the  more  to  be  trufted,  that  it 
is  evident  he  took  it  from  Polybius,  whom 
he  quotes  in  one  part  of  it.  And  it  is  the 
more  valuable,  that  the  book  of  Polybius, 
in  which  it  was  contained,  is  now  entirely 
loft  : And  it  makes  amends  to  us  for  the  ve- 
ry fliort  account  Plutarch  has  given  us,  in 
the  life  of  Flaminius,  of  the  battle  of  Cynof~ 
cepbalai. 

From  this  account  of  the  armour  of  the 
Macedonians,  and  the  ftrength  of  their 
phalanx,  it  is  evident  that  the  order,  which 
Livy  makes  Philip  give  to  his  men,  was 
no  other  than  that  they  fhould  difarm 
themfelves.  Let  us  now  confider  the  words 
of  Polybius  to  which  Livy  has  given  fo  ex- 
traordinary a meaning.  He  tells  us  that 
Philip  gave  order  to  the  right  wing  of  his 
phalaiix,  where  he  commanded  himfelf,  to 
double  their  files.  Then  he  adds : ytvoyitvQu 

S'i  TOUTOO,  5Cai  Tft)y  TTOMfllaV  *tV 
rots  (ptiXa.'yyiTois  TroifxyyeXfjLO,  xara- 

0aXovot  TAS  aapiacASt  e7ray(ty:  Where  you 
will  obferve  that  Livy  has  tranflated  xara- 
(QaAouff/  T«s  capircas  pojitis  hajHf^  that  is, 
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laying  aftde^  or  thrO’wing  aivay  their  fpears^ 
as  if  Polybius  had  faid,  fi-^aiyi  tocc  aafia<rxff 
(the  expreffion  which  he  ufes  when  he  de- 
fcribes  the  rout  of  the  phalanx  in  this  bat- 
tle); And  he  adds,  what  Polybius  certainly 
never  thought  of,  that  the  farijfae  were  ufe- 
lefs  on  account  of  their  length  5 and  another 
thing  alfo,  that  was  very  far  from  the  mind 
of  Polybius,  viz.  that  Philip  ordered  them 
gladiis  rent  getere^  that  is,  to  fight  with 
daggers  and  light^  targets  againft  the  heavy 
ftrong  fwords  of  the  Romans  and  their 
great  ihields. 

But  it  may  be  aiked,  what  then  was  the 
meaning  of  the  order  given  by  Philip,  Ka- 
Ta/SaXAeiK  T«5  aafiao'af.  This  Plutarch  will 
explain  to  us  in  the  account  above  men- 
tioned, of  the  battle  with  Perfeus,  taken, 
as  I have  faid,  from  the  fame  author.  It 
is  where,  fpeaking  of  ^milius  the  Roman 
general,  he  fays,  rta 

Tl  s-iAtu;  IX  vfctv  TTlfirvxrxiTut,  xut  rxif 

rvttxftxref  x\itnrxi(  "vutrraiTiti  r»uf  lufiaftftvf 
ii^f,  TijF  Tl  190  a-vfXFiriO’fito  xatt  rn*  r^xp^vTtrx 

xor$9  KXt  'ivf  9yitif  tiofrs^ 

VoL.  V.  I 
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Tti-atTi  liXflX  *.  Here  you  will  ob*- 

lerve  that  he  has  explained  mod  clearly  what 
Polybius  means  by  the  word  **t«;s«xah», 
by  ufing  another  word  in  place  of  it,  viz. 
xAirMn;  and  the  fadt  undoubtedly  was,  and 
I think  mud  have  been,  that,  when  the 
phalanx  was  on  its  march,  each  foldier 
carried  his  pike  upright,  and  not  upon 
the  flioulders  of  thofe  before  him  ; but 
when  the  fignal  was  given  them  to  en- 
gage, then  they  inclined  them  downwards, 
lb  as  to  be  upon  a level  with  the  enemy  : 
And  then  four  farijfae  were  over  the  Ihoul- 
der  of  each  man  in  the  fird  rank,  befides 
his  own,  according  to  the  account  that 
Polybius  has  given  of  their  order  of  bat- 
tle. That  they  fliould  have  marched  in 
this  manner,  is  abfolutely  incredible;  but, 
as  we  have  feen,  it  was  the  w'ay  in  which 
they  fought  ; and,  when  they  gave  over 
fighting  and  I'urrcndered  themfelves  pri- 
loners,  they  held  dreight  up  their  farif- 
fae,  as  Polybius  tells  us  in  his  account  of 
this  battle,  (p.  761.)  and  which  Livy  has 

*■  P,  255.  of  the  Paris  edition  in  folio. 
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tranflated,  and  rightly  tranflated,  from  him, 

(lib.  33.  cap*  10).  And  Polybius  has  alfo 
obferved  the  diftindlion  that  I have  made, 
betwixt  their  manner  of  marching  and  their 
battle  order;  for  he  has  told  us  that  the  left 
wing  of  the  phalanx  was  immediately  put 
into  diforder  by  the  Romans  to  tou  «yo- 

There  is  none  of  the  editors  of  Livy, 
that  has  taken  notice  of  this  error  of  Livy 
in  tranflating  Polybius,  except  the  laft  edi- 

* In  Polybius’s  defcriptlon  of  the  -great  battle  be- 
twixt Ptolemy  and  Antiochus  at  Raphia  in  Coclo-Syria, 
he  ufes  the  very  exprelGon  that  he  ufes  in  the  deferip- 
tion  of  this  battle  betwixt  Philip  and  Flaniinius,  kxtx- 

/SoeXXofTf;  T«{  o-oegirVot;  "o<  ^ffi  to»  A»0(JOjtoae;i;o» 

xui  s»iti,3io»  Lib.  5.  p.  426.  Where  one  fltotild 

think  it  was  impofllble  to  miftake  the  meaning,  as  the 
troops  there  are  deferibed  as  advancing  to  the  com- 
bat with  the  greateft  alacrity.  Yet  a tranflator  before 
Cafaubon,  one  Perottus,  has  miftaken  it,  and  has  tranf^ 
lated  it  as  Livy  has  done,  making  the  men  throw  away 
tlreir  ; but  then  he  has  added  what  makes  his 

interpretation  much  more  natural  than  Livy’s,  though 
it  be  the  direft  oppofite  of  the  text,  that  they  run  | 

away.  See  what  Cafaubon  has  mid  in  his  oblervations  j 

upon  the  former  tranflators  of  Polybius,  contained  in  i 

his  preface  to  his  edition.  ! 

i 
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torCrevier;  and  even  he  talks  fomewhat 
doubtfully  of  it : And  the  only  proof  he 
gives  of  it,  is  Polybius’s  defcription  of  the 
phalanx  ; wliereas,  I think  I have  made 
it  evident,  both  from  other  pafiages  of  Po- 
lybius and  from  Plutarch. 

If  all  Polybius  were  extant,  I believe 
many  more  inaccuracies  would  be  found 
in  Livy’s  tranflations  from  him,  as  1 think 
we  may  reafonably  conjecflure  from  the 
pafiages  I have  mentioned,  and  particular- 
ly the  laft,  wheie  the  error  is  fo  grofs,  as 
to  convince  me  that  we  cannot  abfolutely 
depend  upon  what  the  Roman  authors  have 
tranflated  from  the  Greek,  much  lefs  upon 
what  they  have  colleded  from  them.  And 
I am  more  and  more  confirmed  in  an 
opinion,  which  I had  formed  long  ago, 
that  even  the  hiftory  of  the  Romans 
themfelves  is  beft  learned  from  the  Greek 
writers,  as  well  as  their  cuftoms  and  man- 
ners. So  that,  in  order  to  be  perfedlly 
acquainted  with  the  ptinccps  terrarum 
populus,  (a  moft. valuable  part  I think  of 
tJie  hiftory  of  mankind,  as  they  certain- 
ly were  the  greateft  people  that  ever  ex- 
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ifted  in  arms  and  government,  and  in 
the  variety  of  their  hiftory  exhibit  to  us 
every  feene  of  human  nature,  the  beft  and 
the  worft,  the  greateft  virtues  and  the 
greateft  vices,  the  greateft  happinefs  and 
the  greateft  mifery),  it  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  be  a Greek  fcholar. 

As  to  the  obfeurity  of  Livy’s  ftile,  of 
which  I complain  fo  much,  it  muft  be  e- 
vident  to  any  man  who  is  a judge  of  wri- 
ting, and  will  take  the  trouble  to  compare 
his  ftile  with  that  of  the  Halicarnaflian, 
who  writes  upon  the  fame  fubjedl,  and  of 
whom  I propofe  to  fpeak  in  this  book,  or 
with  that  of  his  countryman  Julius  Caefar, 
of  whom  1 fhall  fpeak  in  the  next  chapter. 

But  although  I ettnnot  praife  the  rheto- 
rical Jllle  of  Livy  any  more  than  that  of  his 
narrative,  I fhould  not  do  him  juftice  if  I 
did  not  ackowledge  that  the  matter  of  his 
fpeeches  is  admirable ; nor  do  I know  any 
better  common  place  book  for  arguments  on 
every  political  fubjedf:  And  therefore  I think 
his  fpeeches  (hould  be  diligently  ftudied  by 
all  our  parliamentary  fpeakers,  not  for  the 
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ftile,  which  I would  not  have  them  imi- 
tate, but  for  the  matter ; For,  as  to  the 
ftile,  I cannot  help  faying,  though  I know 
that  many  will  think  the  opinion  fingular, 
that,  when  I compare  it  with  the  ftile  of 
Herodotus,  or  Dionyfius  the  Halicarnaffian 
in  Greek,  or  of  Julius  Caefar  in  Latin,  it 
appears  to  me  the  work  of  a Sophifter, 
who  bellows  more  labour  upon  words  than 
upon  things.  This  may  be  excufed  in  a 
fchool  of  declamation  upon  fidlitious  fub- 
jedts  ; but  where  the  fubjedl  is,  fuch  as 
Livy’s,  the  hillory  of  a great  people,  if 
the  compofition  appear  to  be  overlabour- 
ed, it  very  much  offends  a judicious  read- 
er : And  w’ith  very  good  reafon,  becaufe 
ornaments  of  that  kind,  if  they  Jlick  or//, 
and  as  Petronius  very  well  exprelTes  it, 
extra  corpus  orationis  eminent,  muft  divert 
his  attention  from  the  matter.  The  worft 
fault  in  ftile,  as  I have  elfewhere  obfer- 
ved,  is  to  labour  to  write  ill.  And  I am 
afraid  that  is  the  cafe  of  Livy  in  many 
paflages,  where  his  Ihort,  fmart,  pointed  fen- 
tences,  the  vibrantes  fententiolae  of  Petroni- 
us, muft  have  coft  him  a great  deal  of 
pains. 
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As  from  what  I have  written  at  fuch 
length  upon  this  author,  it  appears  that  I 
have  been  pretty  much  converfant  with 
him,  I will  fubjoin  by  way  of  note  fome 
obfervations  that  have  occurred  to  me  up- 
on his  text  as  it  ftands  in  the  printed  edi- 
tions *. 


* Livy,  lib.  9-  cap.  15.  Gens  duh'use  ad  id  volunta- 
tis ? Is  not  that  a Greciftn  ? ad  id  for  k*  rth — that  is, 
to  this  time.  Upon  this  paflage  Crevier  has  not  thought 
it  worth  his  while  to  bellow  any  note. 

In  the  end  of  the  preceding  paragraph  the  reading 
in  Crevier  is  thus  : ^in  duces  ficut  belli,  ita  infatiabilis 
fupplicii  futuros  fuijfe.  I fay  the  reading  Ihould  be  infa- 
tiabiles.  No  note  of  Crevier  here  neither. 

In  the  iith  chapter  of  the  fame  book,  about  the 
middle  of  it,  it  is  printed,  Pacem  ftbi  habeat  ( fcilicet  p>o- 
pulus  Romanus  J,  legiones  captas  viHori  rejlituat.  Gronovius 
would  correft  this,  and  TfiA  pacem  ne  habeat  s but  I fay 
the  fenfe  is  much  better  as  it  is.  And  the  meaning  is  : 
* Let  the  Romans  do  with  the  peace  what  they  will, 
‘ ratify  it  or  not  as  they  pleafe  j but  let  them  reftorc 
‘ to  us  the  legions,  which  we  once  conquered  and  had 
‘ in  our  power.’  It  appears  from  a note  of  Crevier  up- 
on this  paflage,  that  neither  he  nor  Gronovius  nnder- 
Aood  it.  He  has  no  note  at  all  upon  the  cxprefUon 
in  the  fentence  that  follows,  dignum  erat,  which,  I doubt. 


Digitized  by  Google 


$ 


1 


72  The  Origin  and  Book  I* 

he  did  not  underA^and  to  be  the  fame  with  dignum  ejjet^ 
the  common  Latin  expreflion : Whereas  dignum  erat 
is  a Greek  idiom ; for  the  Greeks  would  fay  «r 
*»,  with  the  verb  in  the  imperfefl  of  the  indicative. 
But  that  imperfect  is  alfo  ufed  in  Latin,  as  where  Vir- 
gil  fays,  fpeaking  of  a tree  in  Media, 

Ipfa  ingens  arbor,  faciemque  Hmillima  lauro  ; 

£t,  A non  aliam  late  jaftaret  odorem, 

Laurus  erat. Gear.  2.  v.  131. 

It  is  very  true  that  this  expreflion  is  obfcure  in  the  La-t 
tin  for  want  of  the  potential  particle  ’«» ; but  that  was 
a defeft  in  their  language,  which  the  Romans  could 
not  help.  But  I think  that  was  a reafon  why  they 
fhould  have  ufed,  in  fuch  expreflions,  the  common  i- 
diom  of  their  own  language  rather  than  the  Greek 
^ idiom. 

Lib.  10.  cap.  26.  Fabius  Maximus,  in  hisfpeechto 
the  people  concerning  a coadjutor  to  him  in  the  war 
againfl  the  Etrurians,  fays,  ‘ Caeterum  ftftbi  adjuto- 
‘ rem  belli  fociumque  imperii  darent,  quonam  tnodo  fe  tbli- 
‘ vi/ci  P.  Decii  confulis,  per  tot  colhgia  experti,  pofje  ? 
Where  we  may  obfervc,  firft  a very  fine  imitation  of 
what  Diomede  in  Homer  fays,  when  it  was  propofed 
to  him  to  chufe  an  alTociate  in  his  night  expedition  ; 

ITii;  fi7EiT  OivQicf  lyu  Iticio  inchiuiif, 

I 

In  the  fccond  place,  the  meaning  of  the  word  collegia 
there  is  certainly  extraordinary,  and  might  have  been 
taken  notice  of  by  Crevier.  It  denotes  not  what  we 
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call  colleges,  but  what  we  would  call  colleaguefbips,  that 
is,  o£fices  in  which  before  they  had  been  colleagues,  of 
tvhich  there  were  fome,  as  appears  from  the  preceding 
part  of  the  hiftory.  Upon  this  palTage  Crevier  fays 
not  a word.  There  is  a paflage  in  the  end  of  the  fame 
chapter,  where  Crevier  rejefts  an  emendation  of  Gro- 
novius,  but  does  not  make  one  himfelf,  which  I think 
is  as  eafily  made  as  it  is  neceflary.  It  is  where  Livy 
fays,  that  both  the  confuls  went  to  this  Ltrurian  war^ 
cum  quatuor  legionibus  et  mogno  equitaiu  Remanoy  Campa- 
nifque  mille  equitibus,  detebtis  ad  id  bellum,  mijftSy  et  focio- 
rum  nominifque  Latini  majors  exercitu  quam  Romani. 
Where  I think  we  fliould  read,  in  place  of  Romani,  Ro- 
mauorum  ; or  otherwife  there  muft  be  an  ellipfis  fup- 
pofed,  and  we  muft  underftand  confecerani  or  emiferant ; 
but  I would  rather  chufc  the  correftion,  becaufe  I think 
the  cllipfts  tbo  violent. 
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•0/  Julius  Caefars  Comment aries. — T'be fub~ 
jecl  oj  them  of  great  importance, — The 
cbara^er  of  the  Man. — His  military  ac^ 
tions,  the  greatejl  that  ever  vuere. — 
The  f ile  of  his  Commentaries,  the  bejl 
hijlorical  file  among  the  Romans; — won- 
derful confidering  how  hafily  it  muji  have 
been  written  amidjl  fucb  great  occupa- 
tion. 

T SHOULD  think  what  I have  faid  in 
jL  the  preceding  chapter,  upon  the  fubjedt 
of  the  Latin  hiftorians,  very  irnperfedl:, 
if  1 did  not  add  fomething  concerning  Ju- 
lius Caefar,  the  beft  of  them  all  in  my  opi- 
nion in  point  of  (Hie  ; and,  for  the  fubjed 
of  his  liillory,  tho’  it  take  in  but  a finall 
extent  of  time,  and  be  not  the  hiflory  of  a 
nation  or  kingdom,  it  contains  events  of 
fuch  importance,  and  is  treated  by  the  au- 
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thor  in  fuch  a manner,  that  he  may  be  rec- 
koned among  the  firfl;  hiliorians  of  antiqui- 
ty ; for  his  Commentaries  contain  an  account 
of  the  greateft  military  operations  that  are 
to  be  found  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind.  He 
was  at  the  head  of  the  nobleft  army,  in  my 
opinion,  that  has  been  fince  the  heroic  ages, 
and  more  attached  to  him  than  1 believe 
ever  any  army  was  to  a general : And  I 
think  with  good  reafon  ; for  he  was  pof- 
fefled  of  all  the  qualities  that  could  gain 
the  hearts  of  men.  He  was  brave,  magna- 
nimous, moft  liberal  in  rewarding  merit, 
and  at  the  fame  time  of  a moft  merciful 
and  forgiving  difpolition.  Although  there 
never  was  a general  that  fliowcd  more  con- 
du£t,  by  which  he  fometimes  conquered 
without  fighting,  as  in  his  war  againft  A- 
franius  and  Petreius,  Pouipey’s  generals  in 
Spain,  yet  he  aferibes  the  moft  of  his  vic- 
tories to  the  valour  of  his  foldiers ; and 
generally  concludes  the  defeription  of  his 
battles  by  telling  us  that  the  enemies  r/iu- 
tius  virtuti  nojirornm  r.iiiitum  rejljlere  non 
potiierunt.  And  in  one  of  his  greateft  bat- 
tle?,  that  with  Arioviftus,  he  gives  a great 
fiiaie  of  the  glory  of  the  viflory  to  ths 
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prefence  of  mind  and  good  condu£t  of 
one  of  his  officers,  young  Craffus,  who 
gave  the  fignal  to  the  body  of  referve 
to  advance  and  fupport  one  of  his  wings, 
which  was  overpowered  by  the  multitude 
of  the  enemy,  and  was  beginning  to  give 
ground.  In  fhort,  he  was  fo  beloved  by 
his  officers  and  foldiers,  that,  when  they 
happened  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  his  ene- 
mies, fome  of  them  rather  than  ferve  a- 
gainft  him  chofe  to  be  put  to  death  *. 

The  martial  exploits  of  Julius  may  be 
praifed  in  the  fame  way  that  Neftor  praifes 
the  heroes  that  lived  before  him  : ‘ They 
‘ were  the  braveft  of  men,’  fays  Neftor, 
* and  fought  with  the  braveft  of  men  f’. 
For  Julius  had  not  to  deal  with  enemies 
fuch  as  fome  generals  of  late  had  to  deal 
with,  whom  to  conquer  would  have  been 
no  glory,  tho’  to  be  conquered  by  them 

• De  Bello  Africano,  cap.  44.  et  feq. 

■|-  K«{T/rT«<  Jit  KHtti  T^mStr 

t(ecf,  xtei  xa^TiQr»$( 

Biad  I.  V. 


Digitized  by  GoogI 


Chap.  II.  Progriss  OF  Language.  77 

was  the  greateft  difgrace ; but  he  had 
for  adverfaries  a great  nation,  who  at  that 
time  excelled  all  the  nations  of  the  world 
in  the  glory  of  arms,  as  the  Romans  them- 
felves  confefled  *,  and  of  whom,  for  that  rea- 
fon  they  were  more  afraid  than  of  any  o- 
ther  nation  ; 1 mean  the  Gauls;-— alfo  the 
Helvetii,  who,  for  the  love  of  glory  and 
of  conqueft,  did,  what  1 believe  no  other 
nation  did  fmce  the  beginning  of  the  world, 
left  their  whole  country,  with  their  wives 
and  children,  deftroying  their  towns  to  the 
numbei  of  tivelve^  villages  to  the  pumber 
of  four  hundred f and  all  other  houfes  be- 
fides,  in  fliort,  every  thing  they  could  not 
carry  with  them,  even  the  corn  that  they  did 
not  take  with  them,in  order  to  conquer  Gaul, 
and  make  a fettlement  in  fome  of  its  fertile 
provinces  t*  Thefe  1 think  he  could  not 
have  conquered,  his  army  not  being  either 
fo  numerous,  or  fo  well  formed  and  difcipli- 
ned  when  he  fought  with  them  as  it  was 
afterwards*  if  it  had  not  been  for  very 

* Cicero,  who  was  a cotemporary  of  Julius  Caefar, 
makes  this  confefUon.  See  p.  9.  of  this  volume. 

f Caefar.  De  Btllo  Gallic^,  lib.  1.  cap,, 
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good  condufl  on  his  part,  by  which  he  de- 
llroycd  one  fourth  of  the  Helvetii  before 
he  came  to  an  engagement  with  them  and 
great  rafhncfs  and  foolifh  confidence  on 
their  part,  which  made  them  attack  him 
with  all  the  advantages  of  ground.  Then 
he  fought  alfo  with  a people  ftill  more 
fierce  and  warlike  than  the  Gauls,  or  even 
the  Helvetii,  1 mean  the  Germans  ; and, 
having  overcome  them  in  a great  battle, 
drove  them  out  of  Gaul,  and  followed 
them  even  to  their  own  country,  being  the 
firft  of.the  Romans  that  crofled  the  Rhine. 
And,  lafl  of  all,  he  fought  with  his  own 
countrymen  the  Romans,  then  the  greateft 
people  in  the  world,  with  one  of  the  great- 
eft  generals  at  their  head  they  ever  produ- 
ced, 1 mean  Fompey,  who  was  fupported 
by  all  the  authority  of  their  ftate,  and  all 
the  forms  of  their  government  ; and  who, 
befidcs  a very  great  army,  which  he  com- 
manded himfelf  in  Theflaly,  very  much 
more  numerous  than  the  army  of  Julius, 
had  a veteran  army  commanded  by  his 
Lieutenants,  with  which  he  occupied  the 
province  of  Spain  ; and  over  and  above  all 

• Cacfar.  lib.  i.  De  Bello  Galileo,  cap.  I2. 
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this,  had  the  abfolute  command  of  the  fea, 
which  he  covered  with  his  fhips. 

I know  it  will  be  faid  in  anfwer  to  all 
this  praife  which  1 have  bellowed  on  Ju- 
lius, that  he  overturned  the  conftitution, 
and  deftroyed  the  liberties  of  his  country. 
This  indeed  I Ihould  think  a great  charge, 
if  it  could  be  proved  to  my  fatisfadion, 
that  the  Romans  were  at  that  time  capable 
of  liberty,  and  fit  to  govern  themfelves,  or 
that  it  was  not  the  greateft  good  fortune 
which  could  befall  them  to  have  fuch  a 
mailer  as  Julius.  For  my  part,  I believe 
it  was  true  what  he  faid,  that  the  common- 
wealth at  that  time  was  nothing  but  a 
name  without  a fubftance*.  But  if  it  had 

* Suetonius,  in  Vita  Caefaris,  cap.  78.  His  words 
ire,  Nihil  ejfe  rempublicam,  appeUationem  modo,  ftne  corpo- 
re  et  fpecie.  Nor  was  this  the  opinion  of  Julius  only, 
but  alfo  of  Cicero,  who  was  of  the  contrary  party  ; for 
in  his  epifUes  to  Atticus,  where  he  Ipeaks  his  fentiments 
of  the  ftate  of  the  republic  more  freely  than  any  where 
clfe,  he  thus  exprefles  himfelf : Amifimus,  mi  Pomponif 
tmnem  non  modo  fucfum  ac  fanguinem,  fed  etiam  colorem  et 
fpeciem  prijVtnam  civitatis.  Nulla  eft  refpublica,  in  qua 
deliBer,  in  qua  ocquiefcam,  • - Lilj.  4.  Ep.  17. 
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been  otherwife,  I think  he  was  not  only 
provoked  to  do  what  he  did,  but  it  was  in 
felf  defence  ; for  he  muft  have  been  ruin- 
ed and  undone  by  the  violence  and  inju- 
ftice  of  his  enemies,  if  he  had  not  fought 
protedion  from  his  army.  This  was  what 
he  himfclf  faid  in  the  field  of  battle  of 
Pharfalia,  when  he  faw  fo  many  of  the 
Romans  lying  dead.  ‘ Hoc  voluerunt : tah- 
* t 'ts  rebus  gejlis^  C,  Caefdr  condemnatus  ef- 
‘ fem^  nifi  ah  cxercitu  auxilium  petiijfem  *' 

Such  was  the  man  whofe  adions  are 
related  in  thefe  commentaries.  The  fub- 
jed  of  them  muft  be  acknowledged  to 
be  great  and  noble : And*  as  to  the  man- 
ner of  treating  it,  there  is  no  author  ex- 
ceeds him.  His  deferiptions  of  battles  and 
other  military  operations  are  fuch,  that  he  is 
• equalled  by  none  unlefs  perhaps  by  Polybius. 
And  even  him  he  exceeds  in  explaining 
the  councils  by  which  they  were  condud- 
cd  : Nor  need  we  wonder  at  that,  as  theyi 
were  his  own  councils  ; tho’,  to  explain  ’ 
even  them  as  he  has  done,  is  no  common 

• Suetonius,  in  Vita  Coefaris,  cap.  30. 
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merit  in  an  hiftorian,  as  Hirtius  has  well 
obferved  in  his  preface  to  the  eighth  book 
of  the  Gallic  war. 

Long  fpeeches  in  memoirs  would  have 
been  improper  ; but  he  has  fliort  ones,  as 
many  as  are  proper,  and  thefe  exceeding- 
ly well  compofed,  all  of  them  full  of  fenfe 
and  matter,  without  the  affedlation  of  any 
ornament  of  word?.  And  what  he  has  gi- 
ven us,  by  way  of  digreflion,  upon  the  fub- 
je£t  of  the  manners  of  the  Gauls  and  Ger- 
mans, is  very  much  to  the  purpofe,  and  is 
extremely  jnftruftive,  being  the  account, 
the  moft  to  be  depended  upon,  of  the  man- 
ners of  thofe  two  great  nl^tions  at  that  time. 

As  to  the  ftile  of  thefe  commentaries,  J. 
think  1 need  fay  nothing  of  it  after  the  eu- 
logium  that  Cicero  has  beftowed  on  it  *, 

• Cicero  Claris  Oratoribus,  cap.  75  1 Whcre^ 
fpeaking  of  Caefar’s  Commentaries,  he  fays.  That  they 
are,  ‘ nudi,  reBi,  et  venujli,  omni  ornatu  orationij,  tatiquam 
‘ vejle,  detraBo.’  Here  is  a character  of  ftile,  which  I 
think  is  the  juft  reverfe  of  the  ftile  of  Livy  and  Taci- 
tus. Cicero  feems  to  compare  it  to  a fine  naked  Greek 

VoL.  V.  L 
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which  is  to  be  the  more  regarded,  for  two 
reafons  : Firjl,  That  Cicero  did  not  like 
the  man,  being  of  the  oppofite  party  in 
in  the  ftate  ; and,  2^//y,  Becaufe  the  ftile 

Aatuc,  which,  all  Connoifleurs  agree,  could  not  be  imr 
proved  by  any  drefs,  but  on  the  contrary  disfigured. 
He  adds  : ‘ Nihil  enim  eji  in  hi/loria,  pura  tt  illufiri  bre^ 

‘ -vitate  dulcius'  Now  the  brevity  of  Livy  and  Tacir 
tus  is  neither  pure  nor  perfpicuous.  See  what  I have 
further  faid  of  Julius  Caefar’s  ftile,  in  vol.  3.  cap.  20. 
P-  383- 

There  are  ibme,  I know,  pretending  to  be  critics,  who 
are  offended  with  the  repetition  of  words  in  thefe  Coni- 
nientaries,  particularly  with  the  repetition  of  the  noun 
with  the  rdativcy  which  is  very  frequent  in  Caefar : 
But  it  gives,  I think,  a^reat  perfpicuity  to  the  ftile ; and 
I have  obferved,  for  want  of  it,  ambiguities  both  in  La- 
tin and  Englifti.  Such  critics  find  fault  alfo  with  the. 
fame  word  occurring  at  the  diftance  perhaps  of  two 
or  three  lines : But,  for  my  part,  I approve  more  of 
that  than  of  a ftudied  and  a&fted  change  of  the  word, 
which,  I know,  fome  writers  labour  very  much,  tho’ 
I think  it  is  what  Terence  calls  olfeura  diligentia.  I 
Jiave  heard  of  a Frenchman,  who  acknowledged  that 
the  matter  of  Caefar’s  Commentaries  was  very  fine : 
‘ But,’  fays  he,  if  I had  been  to  write  them,  the  ftile 
‘ would  have  been  very  different  :*  And  I am  perfua- 
ded  it  would  have  been  fo ; and  it  is  likely  would  have 
been  more  approved  by  our  reviewers  and  fuch  criUcs 
M I have  been  mentioning. 
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of  them  is  very  different  from  Clcero^s 
own  ftile,  which  was  difliked,  as  is  well 
known,  by  feveral  of  his  own  r.otempora- 
ries,  as  not  altogether  chafte  and  Attick, 
but  having  a good  deal  of  Afiatic  tumor. 

I fliall  therefore  only  fay  one  thing  more 
in  commendation  of  Gaefar’s  ftile,  that* 
if  it  be  the  greateft  praife,  as  I think  it 
is,  of  a ftile,  to  draw  your  attention  to 
Things  more  than  to  Words,  there  is  no 
ftile  in  that  refpedt  preferable  to  the  ftile 
of  thefe  Commentaries.  When  you  fit 
down  to  read  them,  you  attend  fo  little  to 
the  words,  and  are  fo  drawn  on  by  the 
matter,  that  you  dont  know  where  to  ftop : 
Which  I myfelf  experienced  upon  this  oc- 
cafion  ; for,  having  begun  to  read  them, 
that  1 might  give  a better  account  of  the 
ftile  of  them,  1 was  fo  carried  on  by  the 
matter  that  1 could  not  ftop  till  I had  read 
them  almoft  all  over,  tho’  I had  done  fo 
feveral  times  before,  being  the  firft  book 
of  Latin  that  was  put  into  my  hands,  and 
a book  that  I always  admired. 

What  Hirtius  fays  of  him,  in  his  very 
elegant  preface  to  the  eighth  book  of  the 
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Gallic  war,  is  I think  remarkable.  ‘ O- 
‘ thers,’  fays  he,  ‘ know  how  well  they 
‘ are  written,  but  I know  how  quickly.’ 
And  indeed,  when  I confider  what  a 
wonderful  deal  of  bufinefs  he  carried  on, 
civil  as  well  as  military,  1 am  perfuaded 
that  his  Commentaries  were  little  more 
than  an  exteinpory  performance.  Nor 
will  this  appear  incredible  to  thofe  who 
confider  the  wonderful  acutenefs  and  com- 
prehenlion  of  his  mind.  He  didated,  as 
Pliny  informs  us  *,  to  four  at  a time,  and, 
when  he  was  doing  nothing  elfe,  to  feven. ' 
And  even  when  he  was  riding  he  could 
didate  to  two  or  more,  as  Plutarch,  in  his 
life,  informs  us  f.  A man  therefore  who 
was  fo  much  a man  of  bufinefs,  and  capa- 
ble of  doing  fo  many  things  at  the  fame 
time,  might  wiite  Commentaries  of  his  own 
adions  as  well  as  he  has  written,  and  as 
haftily,  in  the  midft  of  the  greateft  occu- 
pations. 


• Lib.  7.  cap.  I j.  ■ 
I In  Vita  Caefaris. 


Dtgitizco 


Chap.  III.  Progress  OF  Language.  85 


CHAP.  III.  . 


Of  the  Roman  hijiories  of  the  Halicarnafftan 
and  Polybius^ — if  they  had  not  been  pre~ 
ferved  to  us,  the  Roman  empire  'would 
have  appeared  to  have  been  the  xvork  of 
chance,  not  of  nvifdom  and  virtue.  — And 
f Dionyftus. — He  as  vuell  prepared 
Jor  writing  his  hijlory  as  any  man  could 
be; — learned  the  Latin  language  for  that 
purpofe  ; —his  account  of  that  language. 
— Phefirjl  book  of  the  Halicarnafftan^  the 
bejl  piece  of  archeology  extant. — The  au- 
thor's diligence  in  colleHing  from  fo  many 
different  authors  Greek  and  Latin. — Of 
the  Aborigines,— Latins, — W Ro- 
mans ; — all  the  fathe  people  under  diffe- 
rent names,  nnd  originally  from  Arcadia. 
— The  Pelafgi  alfo, — and  the  colony  that 
came  with  Evander,  likewife from  that 
country. — Of  thofe  that  came  with  Her- 
cules ; — an  account  of  that  hero. — The 
fixth  and  lafi  migration  into  Latium  from 
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Greece^  •was  that  of  the  Trojans  under  the 
condu6l  of  Mneas. — The  Trojans  alfo  o- 
riginally  from  Arcadia. — Of  the  genealo- 
gy of  JEneas. — His  'voyage from  Troy  to 
Latium  'very  ivell  traced  by  our  author  ; 
— -proved  by  the  univerfal  belief  of  the 
people  of  Rome^  and  50  Trojan  families 
fill  exifing  when  our  author  wrote. — 
The  Romans^  mixed  as  they  were  of  dif- 
ferent colonies.,  all  originally  Creeks. — So 
noble  a defcent  given  to  them  by  Diony-^ 
ftusy  makes  his  hifory  credible. — Livy  s 
account  of  the  Romans,  compared  with 
that  of  the  Halicarnaffian : — For  any  thing 
Livy  has faid,  they  might  have  been  all  ori- 
ginally barbarians,  fugitives,  and faves. 
— Some  of  them,  according  to  his  account, 
were  really  faves.-— The  noblef  defcent 
not  fufficient,  without  good  education, 
laws,  and  inf  itut ions. — The  Romans 
bred  as  well  as  born  to  be  mafers  of  the 
world. — Of  the  infitutions  of  Romulus. 
•— ift,  1 he  Patronage  and  Clientfhip  he 
introduced.— The  happy  confequences  of 
this  infitution. — Next,  The  form  of  go- 
vernment infituted  by  Romulus ; not  fo 
democratical  as  it  became  in  after  timeSf 
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hut  ’well  mixed  and  poifcd ; — the  mojl 
ant  tent  and  bejl  of  all  governments. — ^he 
hejl  of  all  Romulus's  injlitutions  •was  the 
family-government,  •which  he  ejlablifhed. 
—This  the  chief  caufe  of  the  Roman  gran^ 
deur, — The  happy  confequences  of  it : — ■, 
Vainly  attempted  by  other  nations,  even  by 
the  Spartans. — Livy  mentions  but  one  of 
Romulus's  fevcn  injlitutions,  and  that 
very  flsortly. — Of  the  religious  injlitu- 
tions of  Romulus. — The  jlate  of  religion 
in  Latium  in  his  time ; — a good  fyjlem  of 
Theifm,  •without  the  mixture  of  thofe 
impious fables,  •which  difgraced  the  Greek 
religion  in  the  days  of  our  author. — This 
pure  religion  not  introduced  by  Romulus, 
but  imported  by  the  Greek  colonies  that 
had  fettled  in  Latium  before  his  time. 

■. — Romulus  injlituted  religious  fejlivals, 
and  facrifices,  and  many  priejlhoods. — Li- 
vy not  more  full  upon  the  religious  injli- 
tutions of  Romulus  than  upon  the  civil ; 
— •wonderful  that  he  Jhould  have  faid fo 
little  of  fo  great  a King  and  the  founder 
of  Rome  ; — one  of  the  greatejl  men  that 
ever  exijled; — an  altar  ere£ied  to  him, by 
an  Italian  in  later  times, — Livy  fuller 
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u/>on  the  religious  injlitutions  of  Numa  ; 
—~but  not  fo  full  and  dijlin6i  as  tl>e  Hali~ 
carnajjian  ; — omits  one  of  the  civil  infii- 
tutions  of  Numa  of  great  importance. — 
Dionyfius.,  a moji  religious  ^hiftorian,  but 
not  fuperjlitious^  becaufe  he  believes  in 
demons  and  extraordinary  interpofitions  of 
divinity. — The  people  of  Rome,  the  moJl 
religious  people  in  the  world ; — ftiore  reli- 
gious than  the  Greeks  or  Egyptians  ; — 
lived  with  their  Gods,  and  confulted 
them  upon  all  occafions  public  and  private^ 
— The  wonderful  effect  that  this  mujl 
have  had  upon  their  lives  and  manners. 
-^In  their  degenerate  Jlate  'they  negleSied 
religion. — This  a certain  proof  of  degene- 
racy in  all  nations. — Apology  of  the  au- 
thor for  infiflingfo  much  upon  the  fubjedt 
of  the  Halicarnajftan  s hijlory  in  a work 
which  profeffes  only  to  treat  of  ftile. — 
Of  the  Stile  of  the  Halicarnafftan  s kflo- 
ry  ; — the  greatefi  beauty  both  in  the  nar- 
rative and  rhetorical  part  of  it ; — not  fo 
fgured  as  the  file  of  Thucydides,  nor  fo 
plain  as  that  of  Xenophon, — His  fpeeches 
all Jpeeches  of  bufinefs, — neither  Sophifi- 
cal  nor  declamatory, — Photius's  judgment 
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of  the  Halicarnaffiatis  file,  ill  founded', 

no  objcurity  or  perplexity  in  his  file,  ex^ 
crpt  ivhere  the  MS.  is  faulty. — Of  the 
Halicamafian  s critical  -works  -,—a  ne-w 
edition  both  of  thefe  and  of  his  hi/lory,  re- 
commended to  the  Scholars  of  Oxford. 

Faults  in  the  prefent  edition  that  may  be 
corredied ; — one  of  them  mentioned. 


I COME  now  to  fpeak  of  two  Greek  hl- 
florians  of  Roman  affairs,  (and  I fliall 
mention  no  more,  neither  Greek  nor  La- 
tin), Dionyfius  the  Halicarnaflian  and  Po- 
lybius. Without  thefe  two,  tho’  every 
other  Greek  or  Roman  writer  upon  the 
fubjedl  of  Rome  had  come  down  to  us 
entire,  I fhould  have  been  difpofed  to 
think,  as  many  of  the  Greeks  did  at  the 
time  the  Halicarnaflian  wrote  that  this 
great  empire  of  Rome  was  either  the  work 
of  mere  chance,  or  rather,  as  I believe 
that  nothing  in  the  univerfe  is  produced 
in  that  way,-  of  a fupernatural  and  mi- 
raculous interpofition  of  the  divine  provi- 

* DIonyf.  lib.  i.  cap.  4.  et  5. 
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dence.  But,  from  the  ftudy  of  thefe  two 
authors,  I have  learned  that  their  govern- 
mentj  their  inflitutions  religious  and  civil, 
their  military  art,  in  which  they  exceeded 
all  nations  that  are,  were,  or»  1 believe,  ever 
will  be; — and,  laftly  their  manners,  with- 
out which  no  people  can  be  great,  good, 
or  happy,  were  fuch,  that  I no  longer  won- 
der they  fliould  become  the  greateft  people 
in  the  world,  efpecially  when  I confider 
how  inferior  all  the  other  nations  of  the 
world  were  to  them  in  thefe  refpe£ts  at 
the  time  they  rofe  to  univerfal  empire. 

I will  begin  with  the  Halicarnaflian, 
who,  I think,  was  as  well  prepared  for  the 


man  could  well  be.  For  he  tells  us  in  his 
preface,  that  he  was  two  and  twenty  years 
in  Rome  preparing  materials  for  his  hifto- 
ry,  during  which  time  he  learned  the  La- 
tin dialedl  of  the  Greek,  which  he  fays 
was  for  the  greater  part  ^olic  * ; and,  af- 

* Dionyf.  lib.  i . in  fine.  Where  he  fays  that  all 
that  the  Reman  language  had  fuffered  by  the  mixture 
of  fo  many  people  with  them,  was,  t»  ira<n  ^Uyynt 
— Here  I think  the  Halicarnaflian  docs  full  ju- 
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ter  having  converfed  with  the  moft  learned 
in  Rome  upon  the  fubje£t  of  their  hiftory,  . 
and  got  all  the  information  he  could  from 
them,  and  from  the  antient  Roman  hifto- 
rians  he  mentions,  fuch  as  Porcius  Cato, 
Fabius  Maximus,  Valerius  Antias,  and  o- 
ther  refpedlable  authors,  he  then,  and  not 
till  then,  began  his  work  *.  And  it  ap- 
pears, that  he  not  only  confulted  authors, 
and  the  learned  men  then  living,  but  alfo 
records,  fuch  as  the  tables  of  the  cenfors 

ftice  to  the  Roman  language,  and  more  than  juftice  ; 
for,  tho’  I do  not  believe  that  there  was  a great  mix- 
ture of  barbarous  words  in  it,  and  tho’  I be  perfuaded 
that  it  was  a dialeft  of  Greek,  having  more  of  the  .^o- 
lic,  as  the  Halicarnaffian  tells  us,  than  of  any  other,  yet 
I hold  it  to  have  been  a very  antient  dialeft,  {probably 
brought  into  Latium  by  CEnotrus  and  his  Arcadians, 
17  generation^  before  the  Trojan  war),  which  came 
off  from  the  parent  language  before  it  was  completely 
formed.  This,  I think,  is  evident  from  its  want  of 
one  of  the  parts  of  fpeech,  and  that  a moft  material 
part,  I mean  the  article,  and  from  its  deficiency  in  that 
greateft  art  of  language,  This  deficiency  is  To 

great,  that,  befides  its  want  of  feveral  tenfes  which  the 
Greeks  have,  it  has  no  prefent  participle  paflive,  nor 
paft  participle  aAive.  See  what  I have  further  faid  of 
the  dcfedls  of  the  Latin  language  in  the  preceding 
vol.  lib.  I.  chap.  9.  & 10. 

* Dionyf.  lib.  i.  cap.  7.  ct  74, 
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preferved  in  the  fcvcral  families  who  had 
enjoyed  the  honour  of  that  office. 

H is  hrft  book  I think  the  mod  curious 
book  of  archeology  that  is  extant ; and  the 
fadts  as  well  attefted  as  we  can  expedt  fadts 
fo  antient  to  be.  The  account  he  there 
gives  of  the  antient  inhabitants  of  Italy 
makes,  1 think,  no  inconfiderable  part  of 
the  hiflory  ot  Man,  as  it  tends  to  fliow  that 
there  has  been  a conftant  migration,  from 
the  mod  antient  times,  of  men  from ’the 
eadern  parts  of  the  world  to  the  wedern  : 
For  I hold  that  man  is  one  of  thofe  many 
animals,  which  were  not  originally  in  e- 
very  part  of  the  earth,  but  only  in  certain 
countries,  fuch  as  horfes,  afles,  oxen,  buf- 
faloes, and  the  like.  I therefore  think  that 
his  native  land  is  certain  countries  of  the 
ead  ; and  that  the  great  difference  betwixt 
him  and  other  animals  is,  that  he  is  by 
nature  dedined  to  live  in  every  country 
and  climate  of  the  earth.  And,  when  he 
comes  to  be  civilized  and  formed  into  fo- 
tieties,  he  in  the  beginning  of  that  date 
multiplies  fo  much,  much  more  than  any 
animal  of  the  fame  fize  in  the  wild  date, 
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that  the  produce  of  the  country  cannot 
maintain  him.  He  therefore  of  neceffity  • 
migrates  from  his  native  country  to  other 
countries,  where  he  can  find  fuftenance. 
The  Halicarnafllan  in  his  firft  book  men- 
tions five  feveral  migrations  into  Italy,  of 
which  I fliall  fpeak  more  fully  by  and  by. 
All  thefe  appear  to  have  been  occafioned  by 
the  want  of  fuftenance  in  the  country  from 
whence  they  came,  except  that  of  the  Tro- 
jans, who  were  driven  out  of  their  country 
by  fuperior  force.  And  as  late  as  thofc  mi- 
grations of  the  Goths  and  Vandals  from  the 
eaftern  parts  of  Europe  and  Afia,  which 
overwhelmed  the  Roman  empire,  we  are 
affured  by  a cotemporary  hiftorian,  Proco- 
pius, that  it  was  abfolute  want  of  the  ne- 
ceflaries  of  life  which  obliged  them  to  leave 
their  country  *. 

* See  Procopius,  De  Bello  VandaUco,  lib.  i.,cap.  3. 
and  in  feveral  other  places. — See  an  extraordinary  in- 
ftance,  which  he  gives  of  the  multiplication  of  people 
in  an  ifland  that  he  calls  Brittia,  lying  betwixt  Bri- 
tain and  Scandinavia;  Gothkae  Hijloriae,  lib.  4.  p.  467. 
The  Romans,  as  Livy  informs  us,  tho’  they  were  en- 
gaged in  almolT:  continual  wars,  in  fomc  of  which  they 
fulFered  great  lolTes,  yet  multiplied  fo  fall:,  that,  when 
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The  firft  colony,  which,  as  the  Hali- 
carnaffian  tells  us,  came  to  Italy  from  the 
eaft,  were  the  people  called  Aborigines  \ 
for  they  were  not,  as  many  think  the  name 
implies,  auro^Qoyes,  or  original  inhabitants 
of  the  country^  but  were  originally  from 
Arcadia,  from  whence  they  came  under  the 
conduct  of  (Enotrus,  17  generations  before 


tlieir  citj  was  no  more  than  543  years  old,  they  had  fent 
out  30  colonies,  (lib.  27.  cap.  9.)  Sigonius  makes  the 
number  of  them  to  be  no  lefs  than  53;  for  he  fays,  that 
Livy  only  reckons  thofc  colonies  who  were  obliged  to 
fend  recruits  to  their  armies.  But  there  were  23  more, 
that,  by  their  original  conftitution,  were  free  from  that 
duty  i and  who,  on  that  account,  are  faid  by  Livy, 
Jairofaticlam  vacaiionem  habere;  (ibid.  cap.  38)  And, 
notwithllanding  their  prodigious  lofTcs  in  the  fecond 
Bunk  war,  in  which  they  loft  four  battles  fucceffively, 
the  laft  of  which  was  the  great  battle  of  Cannae^  where, 
as  Polybius  informs  us,  70,000  of  them  lay  upon  the 
field  of  battle,  and  about  1 0,000  were  made  prifoners, 
they,  in  lefs  than  20  years  after  that  battle,  fent  out 
five  colonies,  300  families  in  each;  (ibid.  lib.  32.  cap. 
29.)  And  in  more  antient  times  the  multiplication  of 
men  in  thofe  fmall  ftates  of  Italy  was  ftill  greater ; for 
jUba  Laiga,  the  metropolis  of  Rome,  peopled  Latium 
with  its  colonies,  fending  forth  no  lefs  than  30  in  a 
much  fhorter  time  than  Rome  fent  out  the  fame  num- 
ber. (Dicnyf.  lib.  3.  cap.  31.) 
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the  Trojan  war  *.  They  poflefled  them- 
felves  of  a part  of  the  country,  then  occu- 
pied by  the  Unibri^  and  they  were  called 
Aborigines  from  their  chufing  to  live  in 
mountains,  their  native  country  of  Arca- 
dia being  a mountainous  country  Thefe 
Aborigines^  he  tells  us,  kept  that  name  till 
the  Trojan  war:  Then  from  their  King  La- 
tinus  they  were  called  Latins  ; and,  laft 
of  all,  they  took  the  name  of  Romans^  from 
the  city  of  RomCy  which  was  built  by  Ro- 
mulus, and  called  after  his  name  With 
the  Aborigines  w’ere  mixed  fome  Pelajgi, 
a people  of  whom  we  hear  a great  deal  in 
the  anticnt  hiftory  of  Greece.  They  were 
a very  vagrant  people,  and  inhabited  fun- 
dry  countries  in  Italy,  in  Theflaly,  and  e- 
ven  in  Afia  ; for  they  are  mentioned  by 
Homer  <among  the  Trojan  auxiliaries. 
Thefe  too  our  author  derives  from  the 
fame  country  of  Peloponnefus;  and  I ima- 

• Lib.  I.  cap.  II.  ... 

f Lib.  I.  cap.  13. 

} Ibid.  cap.  9. 
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gine  they  were  originally  an  Arcadian  peo- 
ple as  well  as  the  CEnotrians  ; for  he  fays 
they  had  their  name  from  Pelafgus,  the  foa 
of  Niobe,  an  Arcadian  woman,  by  Jupi- 
ter *.  . .. 

The  third  Greek  colony  which  came  to 
Latium  was  alfo  from  Arcadia,  which  ap- 
pears to  me  to  have  been  the  parent  coun- 
try of  all  the  Greek  colonies  to  the  weft- 
ward.  The  condudlor  of  this  colony  was 
Evander,  who,  about  6o  years  before  the 
Trojan  war,  fettled  with  his  followers  up- 
on the  PalantinCy  or,  as  it  was  afterwards 
called,  the  Palatine  hill,  (for  the  Arcadians, 
as  I have  obferved,  loved  hills),  which  was 
one  of  the  feven  hills  of  the  city  of  Rome. 

The  fourth  colony  from  Greece  to  La- 
tium came  with  Hercules,  who  left  there 
a confiderable  number  of  his  followers. 
They,  as  our  author  tells  us,  were  received 
in  a friendly  manner  by  the  Greeks  under 
Evander,  being  probably  their  countrymen, 


• Lib.  I.  cap.  17. 
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and  fettled  near  them  upon  the  hill  called 
Saturnius  by  the  natives,  and  afterwards 
the  CapitoUne  bill  by  the  Romans  *.  Of 
this  hero  the  Halicarnafllan  has  given  us 
the  beft  hiftory  I believe  extant,  in  which 
he  diftinguiflies  very  properly  the  fabu- 
lous part  from  the  hiftorical  f. 

The  fifth  and  laft  migration  of  Greeks 
into  the  country  of  Laiium  came  with  JE- 
neas  and  the  Trojans  who  had  efcaped 
from  Troy  That  the  Trojans  were  o- 
riginally  Greeks  who<ame  from  Arcadia 
the  parent  country,  as  I have  obferved,  of 
fo  many  Greek  colonies,  our  author  in- 
forms us,  had  been  proved  by  feveral  wri- 
ters before  him  ; which  proof,  however, 
he  fhortly,  but  very  diftindly,  ftates  ; and 
affigns  a very  good  reafon  for  the -migra- 
tion, pointing  out  alfo  the  feveral  ftages  of 


• Lib.  2.  cap.  I. 
f Ibkl.  cap.  39.  et  Icq. 

:j;  All  thefe  five  migrations  are  reckoned  up  by  our 
author  in  the  beginning  of  his  fecond  book. 
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if,  and  accounting  Very  well  how  they 
came  to  fettle  at  laft  in  Afia  upon  the  Hel- 
lefpont,  where  a part  of  them,  under  the 
conduct  of  a leader,  named  Idaeus,  fettled 
upon  the  mountain  from  him  called  Ida^ 
the  Arcadians,  as  I have  obferved,  loving 
to'  dwell  in  mountains.  And  here  he  gives 
us  a very  exa£t  genealogy  of  iEneas,  much 
the  fame,  I think,  with  that  given  us  by 
Homer 

That  iEncas  came  from  Troy  to  Latium 
he  proves  at  great  length,  beftowing  many 
chapters  upon  it,  as  it  was  a point,  he 
fays,  difputed.  That  he  efcaped  from 
Troy,  and  came  to  Thracia,  is  related 
by  Helenicus  a very  antient- Greek  wri- 
ter t ; and  of  this  he  feems  to  think  there 
could  be  no  doubt.  But  it  was  much 
queftioned,  whether  he  did  not  remain 
and  die  there,  or  at  leaft  in  fopie  place 
betwixt  Thrace  and  Italy.  But,  1 think, 
our  author  has  traced  his  voyage  all  the 
, way  from  Thrace  to  Italy  by  memorials^ 

* Ibid.  cap.  6i. 

f Ibid.  cap.  /jl. 
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fome  of  which  were  remaining  in  his 
time,  in  fuch  a manner,  that,  for  my  part, 

I have  not  the  leaft  doubt  of  the  fadi  ' 
And  indeed  the  univerfal  belief  of  a whole 
people,  1 mean  the  Romans,  and  fo  many 
Trojan  families  as  were  exifting  among 
them  even  at  the  time  our  author  wrote, 
(no  lefs  than  50 1.  one  of  which  was  the 
Julian  family,)  put  the  thing  out  of  all 
doubt. 

It  appears,  that,  before  thofe  nations 
from  Peloponnefus  came  into  Italy,  there 
were  other  nations  there,  fuch  as  the  Um- 
bri,  the  Siculi,  and  the  Tyrrhenians.  From 
whence  thefe  nations  came,  we  cannot  tell; 
and  indeed  of  the  two  firft  mentioned  we 
hardly  know  any  thing  more  than  their 
names.  We  cannot  therefore  judge  of  their 
origin,  otherwife  than  from  what  happened 
in  later  times;  and,  if  we  judge  by  that  rule, 
we  muft  fuppofe  that  they  likewife  came 
from  the  eaft.  As  to  the  Tyrrhenians, 
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Dionyfius  is  of  opinion  *,  that  they  were 
an  indigenous  nation  in  Italy ; which  is  no 
more  than  faying,  that  he  did  not  know 
from  whence  they  came.  But  it  is  now 
difcovered  that  they  fpoke  a dialedi  of  the 
Latin,  and  ufed  the  antient  Greek  charac- 
ter as  the  Latins  did  f . We  may  therefore, 


* L5b.  I.  cap.  30. 

f See  the  famous  Etrufcan  monument  called  Tabu- 
lae Lugubinae,  publilhed  by  Johannes  Baptifta  Paflerius, 
with  very  learned  notes  ; from  which  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  Tyrrhenians,  a much  more  antient  people  of 
Italy  than  the  Romans,  fpoke  an  antient  dialeft  of  the 
Greek  or  Latin,  which  I conflder  as  the  fame  languages, 
and  alfo  ufed  the  Greek  chara^er,  which  was  alfo  the 
antient  Roman  charafter.  There  arc  feveral  other 
things  concerning  the  Etrufean  arts,  publiflied  by  this 
PafTcrius,  along  with  the  Tabulae  Lugubinae ; and,  in 
the  volume  containing  thefe  Tabulae,  the  reader  will 
find  a reference  to  every  thing  that  has  been  publiih- 
ed  on  the  fubjeA  of  this  antient  and  great  people, 
great  not  only  in  extent  of  territory,  biit  in  arts,  being 
the  people  from  whom  the  Romans  derived  all  their  arts 
till  they  became  acquainted  with  the  Greeks. 

Herodotus  makes  the  Hetrurians,  or  Tyrrhenians,  a 
colony  of  the  Lydians  in  Afia.  This,  I find,  is  doubt- 
ed by  fome  Italian  antiquarians ; but,  be  that  as  it  will, 
it  is  evident  that  they  had  the  fame  language,  the  fame 
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I think,  reafonably  prefume  that  they  were 
originally  from  the  fame  country,  tho’  a 
colony,  no  doubt,  much  more  antient  than 
even  the  CEnotrians  or  Aborigines. 

And  here  we  may  obferve  in  paiSng, 
that  the  Arcadians,  who  fent  out  fo  many 
colonies  into  Italy,  were  not  themfeivcs 
indigenous  in  Pcloponnefus,  but  came  from 
Egypt,  where  there  was  a diftridl  and  a ci- 
ty of  the  name  of  Arcadia.  This  is  a very 
curious  fadl  of  antient  hiftory,  of  which 
we  are  informed  by  Euftathius  in  his  Com- 
mentary on  that  part  of  Homer’s  Catalogue 
where  he  fpeaks  of  the  Arcadians.  And,  if 
it  be  true  alfo,  what,  1 think,  I have  elfe- 
where  proved  *,  that  the  Athenians  were 
likewife  a colony  from  Egypt,  it  appears, 
that  not  only  arts  and  civility  came  from 
Egypt  into  Greece,  but  a great  part  of  the 
people.  And,  as  the  Arcadians  and  Athe- 

religion,  the  fame  arts  and  manners,  that  the  Greek* 
had.  It  is  therefore  evident  that  they  muft  either 
have  been  originally  the  fame  nation,  or  derived  all 
the  things  I have  mentioned  from  fome  other  nation. 

* Vol.  I.  of  this  work,  book  3.  chap.  13.  p.  638- 
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nlans  were  the  moft  antlent  people  of 
Greece,  I think  it  is  not  unreafonable  to 
prefume,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  Greece 
have  at  different  times  come  from  that  pa- 
rent country  of  men,  as  ■well  as  of  arts  and 
fcituces  ; for  we  are  fure  that  the  Kgyp- 
tians  fent  colonies  into  many  other  coun-  ' 
tries,  tho’  there  be  no  memory  preferved 
of  their  fending  any  into  Greece,  except 
the  two  1 have  mentioned  *. — But  to  re- 
turn to  Dionyfius. 

This  part  of  the  Halicarnaflian's  work 
muft  have  coft  him,  as  he  himfeif  tells  us")', 
a great  deal  ot  labour  ; and  he  appears  to 

* The  It  alian  ant'^uarlans,  who  have  publifhed  fo 
many  curious  works  upon  the  Etrufean  monuments, 
have  endeavoured  to  p.ove  th-t  the  Etrufeans  came  o- 
riginally  from  Ef’,;  pt.  Ihis  opinion  Bonorottus  has 
maintained  in  his  work,  De  origine  Etrufeorum  ex  E- 
gypto  s feft.  47.  p.  103.  & 104.  of  his  appendix  ad  0- 
pus  Demjler'ianum.  The  fame  is  maintained  by  another 
famous  Tufean  antiquarian,  Gorius,  tom.  2.  Mufaei 
Etrufei,  diflert.  i . See  alfo  what  this  laft  mentioned 
author  has  faid  of  the  Etrufean  alphabet  in  his  Hiflorii 
Etrufea  Antlquaria. 

-{■  Lib.  I.  cap.  8y. 
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have  valued  hlmfelf  fo  much  upon  it,  that 
from  this  part  of  his  work  he  has  entitled 
the  whole  hiftory,  Roman  Archeology.  He 
muft,  in  compofing  it,  have  diligently  per- 
ufed  a great  many  books  Greek  as  well  as 
Latin,  from  fome  of  which  he  has  given  us 
extrafts.  And  here  I obferve  a great  dif- 
ference betwixt  him  and  Livy,  who  does 
not  appear  to  have  read  any  one  Greek 
book  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  Roman  hi- 
ftory  or  antiquities,  Polybius  only  except- 
ed And  the  older  Roman  hiftorians  and 
antiquarians,  fuch  as  Porcius  Cato,  and 
Caius  Sempronius,  tho’  they  affirmed  that 
the  Aborigines  were  from  Peloponnefus,  yet 
produced  no  authorities  from  any  Greek 
author  f . But  this  defeiSt  our  author  has 
abundantly  fupplied 


• He  mentions  him  in  three  places,  lib.  34.  cap. 
50.;  lib.  36  cap.  19.;  et  lib.  39.  cap.  52. ; but  with- 
out any  eulogium,  tho’  from  what  is  preferved  of  Poly- 
bius, it  is  evident  he  has  taken  from  him  almoft  his 
whole  hiftory,  (particularly  the  military  operations)  du- 
ring the  period  of  which  Polybius  treats, 

t Dionyf.  lib.  i.  cap.  ii. 

X Ibid.  cap.  12. 
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Thus  Dionyfius  has  fhown  that  the  peo- 
ple whofc  hiftory  he  writes,  tho’  mixed  of 
different  colonies  coming  to  Latium  at  dif- 
ferent times,  were  all  originally  Greeks, 
and  of  the  moll  antient  and  braved  peo- 
ple in  Greece,  with  whom  the  wifdom  of 
the  oracle  would  not  permit  even  the  La- 
cedemonians to  meddle,  as  Herodotus  has 
informed  us  *.  To  fliow  that  the  Romans 
were  thus  nobly  defcended,  I think,  was 
very  well  worth  the  pains  he  has  bcftowed 
upon  it ; fince,  otherwife,  I could  have 
hardly  thought  his  hiftory  credible  : For  I 
fo  firmly  believe  that  there  is  a difference 
of  charadcr  in  nations,  as  well  as  of  fami- 
lies in  the  fame  nation,  that,  with  the  beft 
inftitutions  and  manners,  and  in  the  beft 
country  and  climate  f»  and  with  all  other 

* Herod,  lib.  i.  cap.  66. 

t This  the  Romans  enjoyed  ; and  we  have  a de- 
fcriptlon  of  the  country  and  climate  of  Italy  given  by 
the  Halicarnaffian,  (lib.  i.  cap.  36.  et  37.),  of  which 
the  didtion  is  fully  as  beautiful,  for  profc,  as  Virgil’s 
praife  of  Italy  in  the  Georgies  is  for  verfe,  and  the 
matter  very  much  fuperior ; for  it  contains  a full  enu- 
meration of  all  the  advantages  that  a country  can  en- 
joy from  foil,  climate,  and  variety  of  ground. 
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advantages  that  fortune  could  bedow,  I do 
not  think  that  any  nation  could  have  ex- 
celled fo  much  in  the  great  arts  of  life, 
arms,  and  government,  and  have  produced 
fuch  illuftrious  charaders,  and  edabliHied 
fuch  an  empire  over  mankind,  if  they  had 
not  been  of  the  race  of  the  nobleft  people 
that  ever  exided,  and  the  mod  eminent 
in  arts,  in  arms,  and  in  government. 

Now,  let  us  compare  what  Livy  has  done 
in  this  matter  with  what  the  Halicarnadian 
has  done.  Livy  gives  no  account  at  all  of 
the  antient  inhabitants  of  Italy  before  the 
Trojans  landed  there.  He  has  indeed  na- 
med the  Aborigines  as  being  there  before 
the  Trojans  : But  who  they  were,  or  from 
whence  they  came,  he  has  not  told  us. 
Neither  has  he  Ihown  that  the  Trojans 
were  originally  Greeks.  Nay,  he  ha&not 
proved  that  they  came  to  Italy,  but  has 
taken  it  for  granted,  iho’,  as  1 have  obfer- 
ved,  it  was  a controverted  point.  For  any 
thing,  therefore,  we  can  learn  from  Livy, 
the  Romans  might  have  been  thofe  barba- 
rians, fugitives,  and  ilaves,  which  ipme  of 
VoL.  V.  O 
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the  Greeks  fuppofed  them  to  be’^.  And  in- 
deed, if  we  can  believe  Livy,  a confidera- 
ble  part  of  them  muft  have  been  original- 
ly flaves  ; for,  he  fays,  that  in  Romulus’s 
afylum  all  were  received,  freemen  and 
• flaves  without  diftindion  f . Whereas  the 
HalicarnalTian  has  expresfly  told  us,  that 
only  freemen  were  received  And  in- 
deed it  is  hardly  credible,  that  Romulus 
would  have  done  a thing  fo  unjuft,  as  to 
receive  and  protect  fugitive  flaves ; for  he 
muft  have  made  himfelf  and  his  people  de- 
tefted  by  the  whole  neighbourhood,  and 
confidered  as  a public  nuifance. 

But  as  the  nobicft  birth  and  beft  natural 
abilities  will  not  make  great  and  good  men 
without  a proper  education  and  good  laws 
•and  inftitutions,  our  author  has  been  at 
pains  to  make  his  hiftory  probable  alfo  in 
this  refpe(ft,  by  ftiowing  us  that  the  Ro-- 
mans  were  bred  and  lived  under  laws  and 

* Lib.  I.  cap.  4. 

f Livy,  lib.  I.  cap.  8. 

^ Lib.  I.  cap.  15. 
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inftitutions  fitted  to  make  them  the  gover- 
nors of  mankind.  This  he  has  done,  firfi, 
in  his  account  of  the  reign  of  Romulus, 
whofe  inftitutions  both  civil  and  religious, 
and  particularly  his  civil  inftitutions,  he 
has  explained  at  great  length,  and  with  ve- 
ry proper  obfervations  upon  them,  and 
comparisons  betwixt  them  and  the  infti- 
tutions of  other  nations 

I will  only  mention  a few  of  them,  be- 
ginning with  the  firft  he  mentions,  name- 
ly, the  eonnedtion  Romulus  eftablifhed  be- 
twixt the  nobles  and  the  lower  fort  of  peo- 
ple by  the  means  of  Patronftiip  and  Glient- 
ftiip,  which  our  author  very  juftly  cele- 
brates as  an  excellent  contrivance  for  con- 
nedling  together,  as  much  as  was  poflible, 
two  orders  of  men,  whofe  intereft  appeared 
to  be  diredlly  oppofite ; and  he  obferves, 
that  it  far  exceeded  any  thing  of  the  (kind 
praSlifed  by  other  nations  ; and  to  it  he 
aferibes  what  otherwife,  I think,  is  unac- 
countable, that,  for  630  years,  in  all  the  dif- 
putes  that  were  during  that  time,  betwixt 


• Lib.  I.  cap.  7.  &c. 
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Patricians  and  Plebeians,  there  was  no 
bioodfhed,  tho’  fome  of  them  were  very 
violent,  and  one  of  them  went  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  a feceilion  of  the  Plebeians 

idoy  The  form  of  government,  or  con- 
(lltution  as  we  call  it,  was  the  heft  of  the 
mixed  kind  that  can  be  contrived  ; for  it 
was  not  fo  popular  as  it  became  at  laft,  but 
was  much  more  ariftocratical,  yet  not 
wholly  fo  ; for,  tho’  it  was  only  the  no- 
bles who  governed,  that  is,  held  the  great 
offices  of  ftate,  it  was  not  without  the  con- 
fent  of  the  people;  for  the  people  had  three 
great  privileges,  that  of  creating  magiftrates, 
enading  laws,  and  declaring  war.  But 
thefe  they  could  not  exercife,  except  under 
the  controul  of  the  K.ing  and  Senate  : So 
that,  without  their  approbation,  what  the 
people  determined  was  not  effedual  f. 

* Lib.  2.  cap.  9.  to.  & 11. 

f Livy,  lib.  i cap.  1 7.  Where  he  tells  us,  that, 
tho*  this  was  altered  in  after  times,  when  the  govern- 
ment became  almoft  quite  popular,  the  form  was  ftiH 
kept  up } for  the  judgments  of  the  people  were  not 
valid,  unlcfs  they  were  ratified  by  the  authority  of  the 
fenate.  But,  before  the  people  determined,  the  fenate 
became  auSiores  in  incertum  evtnium  comtiorum. 
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This  form  of  government  is  much  the  fame 
with  the  heroic  government  of  the  Greeks 
at  the  time  of  the  Trojan  war,  as  defcribed 
by  Homer ; and  1 hold  it  to  be  the  mod 
natural  of  all  governments,  by  which  the 
beft  men,  who  are  by  God  and  Nature  de- 
ftined  to  govern,  do  accordingly  govern, 
but  not  without  the  confent  and  approba- 
tion of  the  people. 

But,  fays  our  author*,  tho*  the  form 
of  the  government  be  ever  fo  excellent, 
and  alt  public  matters  regulated  in  the  bed 
manner  poflibte,  yet  if  the  private  lives  of 
the  citizens  are  not  luch  as  they  ought  to 
be,  it  is  impolEble  that  fuch  a date  can  be 
great  and  flourifhing.  Now,  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  he  fays,  two  things  were  devifed  by 
Romulus,  fuch  as  were  not  to  be  found 
in  any  other  date ; namely,  his  law  of  mar- 
riage, which  he  made  an  indiffoluble  focie- 
ty  among  the  Romans,  whereof  the  huf- 
band  was  the  abfolute  ruler;  and,  idly^  the 
power  he  gave  to  fathers  over  their  children, 
even  that  of  life  and  death.  By  thefe  two,  the 
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domeftlc  government,  which  is  the  foun- 
dation of  the  happinefs  and  profperity  of 
every  ftate,  was  better  regulated  among 
the  Romans  than  among  any  other  peo- 
ple, and  was,  in  my  opinion,  the  chief 
caufe  of  the  profperity  and  greatnefs  of 
the  Roman  people,  tho’  I do  not  obferve 
that  it  is  much  infifted  upon  in  what  has 
been  written  on  that  fubjedt  in  modern 
times  ; but  the  Halicarnaflian,  as  1 have 
obferved,  lays  due  weight  upon  it  *.  In  a 
family  fo  governed,  men  learned  the  two 
moft  important  leflbns  in  human  life,  to  o- 
bey  and  to  command:  And  they  learned 
them  in  their  proper  order ; firft  to  obey 
while  they  were  fons  of  the  family,  and 
then  to  command  when  they  were  mafters. 
It  was  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  out  of 
fuch  families  there  came  the  beft  citizens, 
fit  to  difcharge  every  office  of  the  ftate 
civil  or  military ; and  to  fuch  an  education 
muft  be  afcribed  what  both  Livy  and  the 
Halicarnaflian  tell  us,  that,  tho’  other 
nations  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome 
• might  have  better  armies,  there  was  none 


* Lib.  2.  cap.  24. 
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that  had  fo  many  good  generals.  Of  the 
neceffity  of  fuch  a domeftic  government 
many  dates,  as  our  author  obferves*,  Teem- 
ed to  have  been  fenfible  ; but  they  could 
not  make  it  effectual : And,  particularly, 
they  could  not  contrive  how  to  regulate 
the  condu(3:  of  the  women,  upon  which, 
however,  it  is  apparent,  that  tl«  happinefs 
of  a date  in  a great  iheafure  depends.  And  . 
accordingly  we  are  Informed,  that  Lycur- 
gus,  after  regulating  every  thing  elfe  in 
the  Lacedemonian  policy,  wanted  lad  of 
all  to  lay  redraints  upon  the  women,  and 
to  prefcribe  a life  for  them  as  well  as  for 
the  men;  but  he  could  not  effeduate  it, 
and  fo  was  obliged  to  leave  one  half  of  his 
citizens  without  manners  or  difcipline.  The 
Gonfequence  of  which  was,  that  the  date  of 
Sparta,  the  bed  formed  of  any,  I think, 
next  to  that  of  Rome,  was  ruined  by  the 
luxury  and  vanity  of  the  women,  which 
introduced  wealth  among  them,  and  by 
that  means  ruined  the  date,  as  the  oracle 
had  foretold  f. 


* Lib.  2.  cap.  24.  et  25. 
f *A  S'!  tvhf. 
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The  laft  of  the  political  ioftitutions  of 
this  great  King  was  alfo  mainly  conducive 
to  the  power  and  the  greatnefs  of  the  Ro- 
mans: And  that  was  his  forbidding  the 

exercife  of  fedentary,  mechanic,  and  mo- 
ney-making arts  by  his  citizens,  as  illiberal 
and  tending  to  impair  both  mind  and  bo- 
dy. Thefe^e  left  to  be  prad^ifed  by  flaves 
and  Grangers  that  happened  to  be  in  Rome. 
But  neither  did  he  confine  his  citizens  en- 
tirely to  the  exercife  of  arms ; but  divided 
the  bufinefs  of  their  lives  betwixt  war  and 
agriculture;  eftceming,  as  our  author  fays, 
each  of  thefe  lives  to  be  imperfedi  without 
the  other.  And  in  this  refpedt  he  prefers,  I 
think,  very  juftly,  the  policy  of  Romulus  to 
that  of  Lycurgus,  whofe  citizens  pradlifed 
arms  only,  while  the  neceflaries  of  life  were 
fupplied  to  them  by  the  labour  of  others  *. 
The  confequence  of  this  life  of  the  Roman 
foldier  muft  have  been,  that  he  was  more 
able  to  endure  all  toils  and  hardfhips  of  li- 
ving, better  than  the  Spartan,  and  had  the 
ufe  of  the  fpade  and  of  other  inftruments  of 


* Lib.  2.  cap.  28. 
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hufbandry,  without  which  it  does  not  ap- 
pear to  me  that  they  could  have  conquered 
the  world  *. 

I come  now  to  fpeak  oF  the  religious  in- 
flitutions  of  Romulus,  upon  which  he  en- 
larges as  much  as  might  be  expeded  from 
fo  religious  an  hiftorian,  who  every  where 
inculcates  that  there  can  be  no  happinefs 
in  a Rate  without  religion  ; for,  fays  he, 
it  is  the  favour  of  the  Gods  that  makes  e- 
very  thing  profper  among  men  f.  He  in- 
troduces his  account  of  thefe  inRitutions 
by  informing  us  of  the  difference  betwixt 
the  religion  of  the  Greeks  in  his  time, 
and  that  of  the  Romans,  which  is  really 

* See  what  I have  laid  upon  this  fubje£t>  vol.  3. 
of  Ant.  Mctaph.  p.  1 13. 

f Lib.  2.  cap.  1 8.  See  alfo  cap.  52.  of  the  fame 
book,  where  he  fays,  < That  the  Gods  are  the  guardians 
‘ of  men  and  the  givers  to  them  of  all  good  things.* 
And,  in  another  paffage  of  the  fame  book  (cap.  68.)  ho 
mentions  thofe  who  profefs  that  godlefs  philofophy, 
‘ if,’  fays  he,  ‘ it  can  be  called  philofophy,  which  re- 

* jefts  all  extraordinary  interpofitions  of  divinity  in  the 

* affairs  of  men,  With  which  they  faid  the  Gods  took 

* no  concern.’ 

VoL.  V.  P 
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hirprifiiig,  if  wc  confiJer  that  they  were 
the  fame  people,  and  worlhipped  the  fame 
Cdods  : But,  lays  he,  the  Homans  did  not 
admit  into  their  creed  tliofc  impious  {lo- 
ries, told  by  the  Greeks,  of  the  caflration  of 
tlic  Gods,  and  their  deflroying  their  own 
children,  of  their  wars,  wounds,  bonds,  and 
fluvery,  and  Inch  like  tilings  as  are  not  on- 
ly altogctlier  unworthy  of  the  Diyine  Na- 
ture, hut  difgrace  even  the  Human.  They 
had  no  wailings  and  lamentations  for  the 
fufTerings  of  their  Gods,  fuch  as  the  Greeks 
had,  nor  any  Bacchic  rites  or  vigils  of 
men  and  women  together  in  the  temples. 
And  if,  at  .any  time,  for  fome  particular 
reafon,  they  admitted  a foreign  religion  in- 
to their  city,  fuch  as  that  of  Cybele,  or  the 
idean  Goddefs,  the  rites  were  performed 
under  the  infpcdlion  of  the  Roman  magi- 
ftrate ; nor,  even  in  his  time,  he  fays, 
when  the  manners  were  fo  much  changed 
for  the  worfc,  did  any  Roman  difguife 
himfelf  to  a<T  thofe  ridiculous  mummeries 
that  were  aded  by  the  priefts  of  Cybele*. 

* Lib.  2.  cap.  19.  ct  20. 
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From  this  account  of  the  Roman  .reli- 
gion, upon  which  he  makes  mofi  judicious 
refledions,  it  appears  to  have  been  the  pu- 
reft  religion,  (and  indeed  the  Halicarnaf- 
fian  fays  it  was  foj,  then  known  in  the 
world.  Andj  I think,  it  can  hardly  be  de- 
nied, that  it  was  a genuine  lyUcm  of  -The- 
ifm,  ir we  only  admit,  that  the  bufinefs  of 
Nature  may  be  carried  on,  and  the  affairs 
of  men  direded  by  inferior  intelligences, 
without  the  immediate  interpofition  of  the 
Supreme  God  : For,  that  the  Romans,  as 
as  well  as  the  Greeks,  admitted  that  there 
was  fuch  a God,  the  Father  of  Gods  and 
Men,  and  the  Supreme  Governour  of  the 
univerfe,  is  evident.  Now^  a man,  who 
believes  that  there  is  the  fame  gradation  of 
intelligences,  as  we  know  there  is  of  o- 
ther  natures  animate  and  inanimate,  and, 
confequently,  that  there  are  intelligences 
far  fuperior  to  man,  interpofed  betwixt 
him  and  the  Supreme  Being,  can  have  lit- 
tle difficulty  to  believe,  that  thofe  intelli- 
gences are  employed  to  fuperintend  the  o- 
petations  both  of  Nature  and  of  man, 
which  I can  prove  to  be  the  dodrine  of  our 
Scripture  as  well  as  of  philofophy,  were  this 
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the  proper  place  for  fuch  an  inquiry.  So 
far,  therefore,  our  theology  and  theirs  a- 
gree:  But  they  differ  in  this,  that  theirs  was 
not  derived  from  philofophy  and  the  ftu- 
dy  of  Nature,  but  came  from  Crete,  (ulti- 
mately from  Egypt) ; and  their  Gods  were 
not  immortal  and  immaterial  beings,  but 
mortal  men  born  in  Crete,  to  whoih  they 
aferibed  all  the  powers  of  Gods. 

But,  be  that  as  it  will,  (for  neither  is 
this  a place  for  fuch  inquiries),  I cannot 
agree  with  the  Halicarnaflian,  that  this  pure 
religion  was  firft  introduced  into  Latium 
by  Romulus,  and  that  he  found  there  a re- 
ligion fuch  as  that  of  the  Greeks  in  the 
days  of  our  author,  which  he  rejedfed,  and 
would  not  permit  in  his  dominions.  On 
the  contrary,  I believe  that  the  religion  of 
Latium,  in  the  days  of  Romulus,  imported 
into  that  country  by  the  feveral  colonies 
w’hich  came  into  it  from  Arcadia,  was  that 
fame  pure  religion,  not  corrupted  and  dif- 
guifed  by  the  abfurd  and  impious  fables  a- 
bove  mentioned,  the  inventions  of  poets, 
promoted  hy  the  craft  of  priefts  working 
upon  the  fuperftition  and  ignorance  of  the 
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people:  For,  that  there  was  a great  growth 
pf  the  Grecian  mythology  in  later  times, 
which  we  can  trace  from  the  days  of  Ho- 
mer and  downwards,  is  evident  to  any 
man  converfant  in  the  writings  of  that 
poet.  Now,  it  is  in  this  way  that  I account 
for  the  diflFerence  betwixt  the  later  Greek 
religion,  and  the  antient  Greek  religion 
imported  into  Latium  by  the  Greek  colo- 
nies who  fettled  there,  one  of  them,  and 
the  principal,  17  generations  before  the 
Trojan  war,  when  I am  perfuaded  the 
Greek  theology  was  much  purer  than  it 
was  in  the  days  of  Homer. 

But,  tho’  I think  the  HalicarnafTian  is 
miftaken  in  fuppofing  that  Romulus  intro- 
duced a new  religion  into  Latium,  I muft 
believe  what  he  relates  of  his  inftituting 
feafts  and  feftivals  in  honour  of  the  Gods, 
facrifices,  and  priefts,  more,  fays  he,  than 
ever  were  in  any  new  city  or  ftate,  (no  lefs 
than  fixty,  according  to  Terentius  Varro, 
who  prefided  over  the  public  religion),  be- 
fides  thofe  who  took  care  of  the  private  re- 
ligion of  families  * ; and  whatever  was 

f pb.  2.  cap.  21. 
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added  in  facred  matters  by  Numa  and  fuc- 
ceeding  Kings,  was  only  building,  he  fays, 
upon  the  foundation  laid  by  Romulus 

I have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  the  Hali- 
carnaffian’s  account  of  thefe  inftitutions  of 
Romulus,  as  1 think  it  fhows  our  author 
not  only  to  have  been  a great  critic,  rheto- 
rician, and  hiftorian,  but  a philofopher, 
and  a man  of  great  political  knowledge. 
And  as  to  Romulus,  whom  he  praifes  fo 
much,  I think  he  muft  have  been  one  of 
the  moft  extraordinary  men  that  ever  li- 
ved ; and  I can  almoft  forgive  a great  fcho- 
lar,  who  lived  foon  after  the  reftoration  of 
letters,  and  who  gave  himfelf  the  claflical 
name  of  Pomponius  Laetus^  for  building  an 
altar  to  him.  And  indeed,  being  fo  young 
when  he  formed  the  Roman  ftate,  I Ihould 
have  believed  him  fomething  more  than 
man,  if  the  Halicarnaflian  had  not  told  us 
that  he  confulted  with  his  grandfather  Nu- 
mitor,  and  was  guided  by  the  wifdom  of  his 
age.  Now,  I have  a high  opinion  of  the  wif- 
dom of  thofe  antient  times  j and  1 believe 

* Lib.  2.  cap.  23. 
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that  the  philofophy  of  government  was  very- 
well  known  long  before  the  philofophy  of 
Plato  and  Ariftotle  was  heard  of. 

Livy  is  as  fparing  upon  the  fubje£l  of 
the  religious  ordinances  of  Romulus  as  up- 
on his  civil  ; and  he  only  mentions  one 
temple  that  he  dedicated  to  the  God  Fere- 
trius,  where  he  hung  up  the  firft  fpolia  0- 
f hna.,  that  he  had  taken  from,  a King  of  a 
neighbouiing  nation  whom  he  had  killed 
in  battle.  This  filence  of  Livy  upon  the 
fubjedl  of  fo  great  a King  as  Romulus,  and 
the  founder  of  the  Roman  date,  we  muft 
think  very  extraordinary,  unlefs  we  be- 
lieve that  the  many  particulars  Dionyfius 
mentions  of  him  are  mere  fidion  ; and  it 
muft  appear  more  extraordinary  ftill,  that 
one  of  the  few  particulars  he  mentions  of 
the  civil  adminiftration  of  Romulus,  (hould 
be  a fa£l  not  true,  and  which  refledls  fiich 
difhonour  upon  the  origin  of  his  nation  j — 
I mean  the  making  his  afylum  a famftuary 
for  fugitive  flaves. 

Livy  is  more  full  in  the  account  he  gives 
us  of  the  religious  inftitutions  of  Numa  ; 
but  not  fo  full  and  fo  accurate  even  there 


O 


Digitized  by  Google 


120  The  Origin  and  Book  t. 

as  the  Halicarnafiian,  who  has  told  us 
that  Numa  divided  the  miniders  of  the 
Gods  among  the  Romans  into  eight  claf- 
fes  *,  the  office  of  each  of  which  he  has 
diftindtly  explained.  And  he  has  mention- 
ed one  of  the  civil  inftitutions  of  Numa, 
which  I think  was  of  confiderable  confe- 
quence,  but  is  omitted  by  Livy : Fof  it 
tended  to  promote  that,  by  which  only  a 
virtuous  community  can  fubfift  j I mean  a- 
griculture.  He  divided  the  land  poflefled 
by  the  Romans  into  pagi  f,  which,  as  he 
has  explained  elfewhere  J,  were  tracks  of 
land  appropriated  to  fome  kinds  of  fortifi- 
cation upon  high  places  or  tops  of  hills, 
which  ferved  as  a refuge  to  the  farmers 
in  cafe  of  an  invafion  by  ^ enemy.  Over 
thefe  he  appointed  rulers  and  infpedors, 
who  took  an  account  how  every  man  belong- 
ing to  the  pagus  cultivated  his  land,  re- 
warding thofe  that  cultivated  well,  and  pu- 
nifhing  thofe  that  cultivated  ill. 

* Lib.  2.  cap.  63. 

f Lib.  2.  cap.  76. 
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From  this  account,  given  by  the  Halicar- 
naffian,  of  the  religious  inftitutions  of  Ro- 
mulus and  Numa,  it  is  evident  that  he 
himfelf  was,  as  well  as  Livy,  a^ofl;  reli- 
gious man,  as  appears  from  fundry  parti- 
cular paffages  which  I have  quoted  above. 
Nor  do  I think  that  he  was  fuperftitious, 
becaufe  he  believed  in  fome  extraordinary 
interpofuions  of  divinity,  fuch  as  that  for 
the  juftification  of  a Veftal  virgin,  who 
was  accufed  of  having  let  the  facred 
fire  go  out  through  her  fault  * ; nor  for 
doubting,  whether,  as  all  things  are  mix- 
ed in  Nature,  there  might  not  be  a race 
mixed  of  divine  and  human  natures,  com- 
monly called  daemons^  out  of  which  race 
thofc  called  heroes  were  produced.  This 
doubt  he  ftates  when  he  relates  the  ftory 
of  Ilia  the  Veftal  virgin  being  impregnated 
by  Mars  t* 

From  what  Livy,  Dionyfius,  and  many 
other  authors  have  told  us  of  the  religion 

• Lib.  2.  cap.  68. 

f Lib.  I.  cap.  77. 

VoL.  V. 


Digitized  by  Google 


t22 


The  Origin  and  Book  I. 


of  the  Romans,  it  is  evident  that  they  were 
the  moft  religious  people  that  ever  exifted. 
They  not  only  worfhipped  the  great  Gods 
who  governed  the  univerfe,  I mean  the  I2 
Gods  of  the  Greeks  ; but  they  had  alfo 
tutelary  Gods  of  their  city,  whom  they 
called  Penates.  Further,  each  curia  had 
its  particular  place  of  worftiip,  and  par- 
ticular facrifices  which  they  performed 
there  j and  there  was  one  general  place 
of  worfhip  for  them  all  * : Befides  all 
thefe,  each  family  had  its  tutelary  Gods, 
or  Laresy  as  they  were  called,  to  whom 
they  were  conftantly  making  oblations. 
Now,  of  this  kind  of  Deities  neither  Greeks 
nor  Egyptians  appear  to  have  known  any 
thing.  Then  the  Romans  did  nothing  of 
any  moment,  even  in  their  private  affairs, 
without  confulting  the  Gods  by  augury  or 
harufpicy;  which  does  not  appear  to  me  to 
have  been  fo  conftantly  pradiifed  either  by 
Greeks  or  Egyptians.  The  Romans  there- 
fore may  be  faid  to  have  lived  with  their 
Gods;  and,  if  we  believe  that  fuch  a com- 
munication with  Superior  Beings  is  what 

* Lib.  2.  cap.  13.  65. 
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exalts  our  nature  moft,  and  bellows  upon 
us  the  greateft  felicity  of  which  we  are  ca- 
pable, we  muft  fuppofe  the  Romans  to  have 
been  the  greateft  and  happieft  people  that 
ever  exifted.  And,  tho’  we  ftiould  fuppofe 
all  their  Deities  to  have  been  mere  fidions, 
and  that  there  were  no  Daemons  or  fuperior 
intelligences,  with  whom  they  had  com- 
munication, and  who  revealed  future  e- 
vents  to  them,  and  direded  them  in  the 
management  of  their  affairs,  ftill  the  belief, 
inter ejfe  rebus  humanis  coelejle  nutnen^  as 
Livy  exprefles  it  *,  and  that  they  were 
under  the  guardianfhip  and  protedion  of 
fuperior  beings,  who  had  a fatherly  care 
of  them,  rewarding  them  when  they  did 
well,  and  puniftiing  them  when  they  did 
otherwife,  rauft  have  been  of  wonderful 
influence  upon  their  lives  and  manners,  e- 
fpecially  when  we  confider  what  the  Hali- 
carnaflian  has  very  well  obferved,.that  they 
imputed  nothing  to  thofe  Beings,  impure, 
wicked,  flagitious,  or  any  way  unworthy 
of  a Divine  Nature.  And  one  of  the 
ftrongeft  proofs  of  their  degeneracy  in  la- 
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ter  times  was  the  negle£t  of  religion,  as 
both  Livy  and  the  Halicarnaffian  have  ob- 
ferved  ; and,  in  general,  1 think,  we  may 
conclude  with  the  greateft  certainty,  that 
where  there  is  little  or  no  religion  among 
a people,  they  muft  be  in  a moft  wretched 
Hate,  and  weak  as  well  as  wicked. 

Nor  is  it  only  in  the  account  he  has  gi- 
ven of  the  inflitutions  of  Romulus  that  the 
Halicarnaffian  has  fliown  his  political  wif- 
dom,  but  alfo  in  the  ample  Commentary 
he  has  made  upon  the  inflitutions  of  Ser- 
vius  Tullius,  the  fifth  King  of  Rome; 
who  added  every  thing  to  the  political 
fyflcm  of  Romulus,  which  the  great  in- 
creafe  of  his  citizens,  and  of  wealth  and 
poffeffions,  made  neceffiary.  What  1 mean 
is  his  inflitution  of  the  Cenfus^  and  of  the 
Centuriata  Comitia,  by  which  he  contri- 
ved with  wonderful  fkill  to  lay  the  bur- 
den of  war  and  of  taxes  upon  the  rich, 
and,  in  return  for  that,  to  give  them  almoft 
the  whole  pow'er  of  the  ftate  in  the  election 
of  magiftrates  and  in  making  war  or  peace 
or  laws,  referving  at  the  fame  time  the  form 
of  the  popular  government,  tho’  he  took 
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away  the  fubftance.  How  the  new  Comi~ 
tioy  which  he  introduced,  anfwered  this 
purpofe,  Livy  has  fufEciently  explained, 
tho’  not  fo  fully  as  the  Halicarnaffian. 
But  he  has  not  explained  near  fo  well  the 
policy  of  the  inftitmion,  which  appears  to 
me  to  have  been  a wonderful  contrivance 
to  fatisfy  the  people  by  giving  them  a 
(hare  in  the  government,  but  fuch  a fliare 
' as  could  not  almoft  in  any  cafe  be  hurtful 
to  the  ftate  ; which  I muft  own,  I think,  a 
wonderful  contrivance,  and  fuch  as  no 
legiflator  but  himfelf  ever  difcovered. 
And  it  reconciled  in  fuch  a manner  the  a- 
riftocratic  with  the  popular  government, 
that  the  Roman  polity  might  have  lafted 
forever,  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  which 
fooner  or  later  has  been  the  deftrudlion  of 
all  governments,  and  I may  add  of  all  na- 
tions as  well  as  of  Sparta,  1 mean  money, 
from  which  arofe  all  thofe  diforders  in  the 
Roman  ftate  that  ended  at  laft  in  its  ruin. 

There  was  another  of  the  inftitutions  of 
Servius,  contributing  very  much  to  what 
was  the  foundation  of  the  Roman  gran- 
deur;— the  number  of  their  citizens.  This 
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was  one  of  the  things,  as  Dionyfius  has  ob- 
ferved,  that  diftinguifhed  them  from  all 
the  ftates  of  Greece,  and  particularly  the 
Spartan,  which,  for  want  of  a fufficient 
number  of  citizens,  was  ruined  by  the  lofs 
of  a fingle  battle  *.  And  in  this  refpedl 
he  commends  very  much  the  policy  ©f  Ro- 
'mulus,  which  he  fays  ought  to  have  been 
imitated  by  the  Greek  ftates,  that,  inftead 
of  putting  to  the  fword,  or  making  flaves 
of  the  people  in  the  cities  that  he  con- 
quered, he  tranfplanted  them  to  Rome, 
and  gave  them  the  freedom  of  the  city,  or 
made  Roman  colonies  of  them.  And  by 
this  means,  and  by  the  afylum  which  he 
opened,  he  increafed  the  number  of  his  ci- 
tizens from  2000  foot,  and  300  horfe,  their 
number  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  to 
46,000  foot,  and  very  near  1000  horfe, 
which  was  their  number  at  his  death')'. 
The  inftitution  of  Servius  I now  fpeak  of 
was,  I think,  no  more  than  carrying  on 
and  compleating  the  fyftem  of  Romulus  j 

• Lib.  2.  cap.  17. 

f Ibid.  cap.  16.  ^ 
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for,  as  Romulus  received  in  his  afylum, 
and  gave  the  freedom  of  the  city  to  all 
free  men  without  diftindtion,  whether  they 
were  born  free  or  not  ; fo  Servius  thought 
it  was  proper  to  give  the  freedom  of  the 
city  to  thofe  flaves  who  had  been  emanci- 
pated by  the  Romans  themfelves,  as  well  as 
Romulus  had  given  it  to  thofe  who  had  been 
emancipated  by  the  citizens  of  other  dates. 
It  is  in  this  way  that  Dionyfius  defends  this 
new  method  of  creating  citizens,  in  his 
fpeech  which  he  puts  into  the  mouth  of 
Servius  * j where  we  have  excellent  obfer- 
vations  upon  the  advantages  of  fuch  an  in- 
ftitution,  which,  however,  he  obferves,  was 
in  later  times  very  much  ahufed  : And  he 
recommends  it  to  the  magiftrates  of  Rome, 
and  particularly  the  cenfors,  to  take  notice 
of  the  abufes  committed  in  the  exercife 
of  that  privilege  by  matters  ; and  accor- 
dingly we  find,  that  in  later  times  fome  re- 
gulations were  made  for  that  purpofe,  which 
are  to  be  found  in  the  books  of  the  Ro- 
man civil  law. 

* Lib.  4.  cap.  23. 

“J-  Ibid.  cap.  24. 
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But,  however  advantageous  this  inftitu- 
tion  was  at  the  time  it  was  made  and  for 
fome  ages  after,  it  was  undoubtedly  a no- 
velty introduced  by  Servius  into  the  Ro- 
man ftate:  And  not  only  was  it  new  in  that 
Rate,  but  in  every  other  ftate  then  exifting; 
for  it  was  a thing  unknown  in  any  of  the 
cities  of  Greece,  that  a man  by  emancipa- 
ting his  flave,  had  the  power  of  making  a 
citizen  of  him  *.  This  makes  it  the  more 


• In  Sparta  the  privilege  of  the  City  was  fo  much 
valued,  that  there  is  no  indance  of  its  having  ever  been 
bellowed,  even  by  public  authority,  except  upon  two 
men  for  very  particular  reafons  mentioned  by  Herodo- 
tus, (lib.  9.  cap.  35.)  ; much  lefs  was  it  in  the  power  of 
any  private  citizen  to  beftow  it  upon  his  Have.  And 
this,  no  doubt,  was  one  reafon  among  others  why  the 
number  of  citizens  in  Sparta  was  fo  much  reduced  at 
the  time  when  Ariilotle  wrote  his  Books  of  Polity,  com- 
pared with  what  it  was  in  the  days  of  Lycurgus:  Where- 
as this  inftitutidh  of  Servius  in  Rome,  joined  with  o- 
ther  caufes  of  population,  had  all  the  cfFcfts  that  I have 
mentioned  in  a preceding  note  (p  93.  & 94.).  To 
which  I have  only  to  add,  that,  after  the  prodigious 
lolTes  they  had  fullained  in  the  fecond  Punic  war,  and 
particularly  in  the  fatal  battle  of  Cannae,  they  carried 
on  the  war  not  only  in  Italy  againll  Hannibal,  and  all 
the  ftates  of  Italy  that  joined  him  after  that  battle,  but 
in  Sicily  and  in  Spain,  and  againll  Philip  of  Maccdon, 
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furprifing  that  Livy,  when  he  gives  an  ac- 
count of  the  other  novelties  introduced  by’ 
Servius,  fuch  as  the  Cenfus  and  the  Comtia 
Centuriata^  fliould  not  have  mentioned  this 
inftitution,  much  more  extraordinary  than 
either  of  thefe,  and  unprecedented  in  any 
other  ftate.  And  heie,  I doubt,  he  cannot 
be  defended  againft  Caligula’s  cenfure  of 
him,  that  he  was  negligent  in  his  hiftory. 
That  the  fad  really  happened  as  the  Hali- 
carnafTian  has  told  it,  I think,  cannot  be 
doubted  ; for,  in  the  firft  place,  it  cannot 
be  believed,  that  fo  extraordinary  a cuftom 
fhould  have  prevailed  among  the  Romans 
without  a particular  law  enading  it,  which, 
it  is  not  pretended,  was  made  by  any  King 


and  with  no  lets  force  than  2 1 legions  of  more  than 
5000  men  each:  And,  after  the  fecond Punic  war  was  at 
an  end,  they  carried  on  war  againft  the  fame  Philip  of 
Macedon,  whom  they  reduced  to  the  necclEty  of  de- 
manding peace ; — carried  their  arms  into  Alia  againft 
Antiochus  the  greateft  King  in  that  country  ; — put  an 
end  to  the  kingdom  of  Macedonia,  and  led  in  triumph 
Perfeus  the  laft  King  of  that  country  ; and  during  all 
that  time  were  fending  out  colonies  to  different  parts 
of  Italy,  as  Livy  informs  us. 
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other  than  Servius  Tullius.  And,  in  the 
fecond  place,  there  is  not,  I think,  the  leall 
Fcafon  to  believe  that  the  Halicarnaflian 
has*  any  more  than  Livy,  forged  any  fadis*. 
Nor  do  I believe,  that  he  has  adorned  them 
fo  much  with  feigned  circumftanccs  and  poe- 
tical defcriptions  as  Livy  has  done : But,  on 
the  contrary,  I fee  him  examining  fadls  with 
the  greateft  fcrupulofity,  where  there  is  any 
difference  among  the  hiftorians  about  them } 
as  in  the  cafe  of  the  two  daughters  of  Ser- 
vius Tullius,  who  were  married,  fome  fay, 
to  the  fons  of  the  preceding  King  Tarqui- 
nius  Prifcus,  others  to  his  grandfons.  Li-^ 
vy  mentions  this  difference  of  opinion  a- 
mong  the  hiftorians,  but  he  unfortunately 
adopts  the  former  of  the  two,  as  the  moft 
probable,  being  the  opinion,  as  he  fays,  of 
of  the  greater  number  of  authors  f.  Where- 
as the  Halicarnafiian,  examining  the  mat** 
ter  more  nicely  than  it  appears  Livy  did, 
has  proved,  I think,  to  demonftratlon,  both 
from  fadis  and  dates,  that  they  muft  have 
been  the  grandfons,  and  not  the  fons  of 

• P.  33.  of  this  vol. 

f Livy,  lib.  i.  cap.  46, 
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Tarquinius  Prifcus  *.  And,  in  other  paf- 
fages  that  might  be  quoted,  he  obferves  the 
difference  of  opinions  of  authors  concern- 
ing fa£ts,  and  gives  us  reafons  why  he 
prefers  one  opinion  to  another.  This  con- 
vinces rae  that  he  did  not  any  more  than 
Livy  invent  fads  like  our  Scotch  hiftorian 
Hedor  Boece  f,  but  related  them  as  he 
found  them  in  antient  authors. 

There  are,-I  know,  fome  French  critics, 
who  would  make  us  believe,  that  the  whole 
hiftory  of  the  firft  ages  of  Rome  was  little 
better  than  a romance.  If  it  were  fo,  I 
think  it  muft  be  allowed  to  be  a fine  ro- 
mance, and  much  better  than  any  that  has 
been  written  in  modern  times,  and  which  de- 
ferves  to  be  diligently  ftudied  for  the  fine  lef- 
fons  of  morality  and  policy  it  gives  us*  There 
is  a late  French  writer,  Monr.  Gibelitty  who 
allegorifes  the  whole  antient  hiftory  of 
Greece,  and  the  hiftory  of  Rome  down  e- 
ven  to  the  time  of  Romulus,  whom  he 
makes  to  be  the  Sun  ; a very  good  hiero- 

• Dionyf.  lib.  4.  cap.  6. 

f See  p.  33.  of  thb  vdl. 
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glyphic,  I think,  for  fo  great  a King  and 
Legiflator.  Such  conceits,  I muft  confefs, 
do  not  even  amufe  me. 

After  the  expulfion  of  the  Kings  and 
the  eftablilhment  of  the  commonwealth, 
the  narrative  of  Livy,  as  well  as  of  the 
Halicarnaflian,  is  fuller  and  more  circum- 
flantial,  probably  becaufe  the  authors  they 
copied  were  more  fo.  But  ftill  the  narra- 
tive of  Livy,  compared  with  that  of  the 
Halicarnaflian,  is,  as  I have  faid  *,  rather 
an  abridgement  of  hiftory,  than  a hiftory  ; 
for  he  feems  to  have  been  of  the  opinion 
of  thofe  readers  he  mentions  in  his  preface, 
who  had  little  curiofity  about  the  firft  ages 
of  Rome,  being  in  hafte  to  come  to  later 
times,  when  a ftate  which  proceeded  from 
fuch  fmall  beginnings  was  grown  to  fuch 
. a prodigious  fize,  ut  magnitudine  lahoret fua. 
But,  for  my  part,  I have  much  more  plea- 
fure  in  reading  the  hiftory  of  wifdom  and 
virtue  in  the  firft  ages  of  Rome,  than  of 
vice  and  folly,  fadlion  and  corruption,  vio- 
lence and  bloodlhcd,  in  thefe  later  times. 


• P.  27.  of  this  volume. 
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when,  as  Livy  tells  us,  the  Romans  could 
neither  bear  their  vices  nor  the  remedies  of 
them.  The  meaning  of  which  words,  as 
I underftand  them,  is,  that  the  Romans 
were  then  fo  vicious  and  fo  much  dege- 
nerated, that  they  were  incapable  of  go- 
verning themfelves,  fo  that  it  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  they  fliould  have  a ma- 
fter  : But,  tho’  they  had  loft  their  antient 
virtue,  they  ftill  retained  fo  much  of  their 
antient  fpirit,  that  they  would  not  fubmit 
to  that  remedy.  This  made  them  alTafli- 
nate  Julius  Cacfar,  their  firft  mafter,  and 
the  belt  they  ever  had  : And  it  made  the 
reign  of  Auguftus  very  troublefome  and 
dangerous,  fo  that  it  is  faid  he  deliberated 
about  refigning  the  government ; and  the 
fear  of  the  fame  fpirit  produced  all  the 
cruelties  of  Tiberius  and  the  fucceeding 
Emperors. 

In  fo  fuccinift  a narrative,  therefore,  as  Li- 
vy’s is, of  thofe  beft  times  of  Rome,as  I think 
them,  it  is  no  wonder  that  many  important 
particulars  are  either  altogether  omitted,  or 
but  {lightly  touched.  Of  thefe  1 fhall  give 
fome  examples.  And,  firft,  with  refpeift 
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to  the  creation  of  the  firft  dictator  Titos 
Lartius,  a moft  important  event  in  the  hr- 
ftory  of  the  Roman  government^  by  which 
they  again  edablifhed  another  defpotic 
power  not  above  fourteen  years  after  they 
had  got  free  of  the  tyranny  of  their  Kings; 
this  important  event  Livy  has  mentioned 
only  in  a few  lines  without  telling  us  up- 
on what  occafion,  or  from  what  reafons  of 
neceflity,  fo  great  a change  in  the  govern- 
ment was  made  : But  of  this  the  Halicar- 
naflian  has  informed  us  at  great  length, 
telling  us  that  it  was  upon  occafion  of  the 
people  refufing  to  inlift  to  fight  againft  the 
Latins,  unlefs  their  debts  were  difcharged-f ; 
and  the  confuls  could  not  compel  them  by 
any  puniflimcnt  they  might  decree  againft 
them,  becaufe  from  that  decree  there  was 
an  appeal  to  the  people  by  the  law  propo- 
fed  by  Valerius  Poplicola,  and  enabled  af- 
ter the  expulfion  of  the  Kings  Upon 

* Lib.  2.  cap.  i8. 

f Lib.  5.  cap.  63. 

J See  the  account  of  this  law  given  by  the  HaS* 
carnallian,  cap.  19.  lib.  5. 
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this  occafion  there  was  great  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  fenate,  and  Dionyfius  has,  I 
think,  very  properly  given  us  the  fpeeches  , 
made  upon  each  fide  of  the  queftion.  The 
debate  ended  in  naming,  with  the  confent 
of  the  people,  a fupreme  magiftrate,  who 
was  to  be  abfolute  and  uncontroulable,  but 
his  authority  to  lafl;  only  for  fix  months. 
How  prudently  and  wifely  this  magiftrate 
exercifed  his  power  our  author  has  related 
at  fome  length,  but  of  which  Livy  has 
hardly  faid  a word.  The  Halicarnainan 
has  alfo  upon  this  occafion  made  fome  ex- 
cellent political  reflexions  upon  the  necef- 
fity  of  having  recourfe  to  fuch  an  expedient 
in  all  democratical  governments  : And  ac- 
cordingly, he  fays,  it  was  praXifed  not  on- 
ly by  the  Romans,  but  by  the  Lacedemo- 
nians and  TheflTalians  ; and  he  quotes  an 
author,  one  Licinius,  who  relates,  that  it 
was  praXifed  alfo  in  Alba  Longa,  and  un- 
der the  fame  name  of  DUiator  And, 
tho’  fuch  reflexions  be  no  doubt  a digref- 
fion,  yet  I think  they  were  very  proper  up- 
on fo  important  an  occafion. 

• 

I 

• Jbl4.  cap.  73.  ct  74, 
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Another  great  event  in  the  Roman  go- 
vernment, and  greater  ftill  in  its  confe- 
, quences,  was  the  inftitution  of  a new  magi- 

ftracy,  unknown  not  only  in  Rome,  but,  I i 
believe,  in  any  other  ftate  antient  or  mo-  j 

dern;  I mean  the  tribunes  of  the  people,  | 

which  truly  madetwofta;tesofone,asMene- 
nius  Agrippa  exprefled  his  fears  * that  it 
would  do,  and  entirely  changed  the  form  of 
the  Roman  government  from  ariftocratical 
to  democratical.  Of  this  great  revolution  Li- 
vy has  faid  a good  deal  moref,  than  of  the  ; 
choice  of  the  firft  didator  j but  his  ac- 
count is  not  near  fo  full  or  drcumliantial 
as  that  of  the  Halicarnaffian,  or  as  fo  great 
an  event  merited  ; for  it  was  the  grcateft 
change  that  was  made  in  the  Roman  go- 
vernment from  the  time  of  the  expulfion 
of  the  Kings  to  the  total  change  of  the  go- 
vernment under  the  Emperors ; and  it  was 
produced  by  a divifion  of  the  people,  and 
a fecelTion  of  the  greater  part  of  them,  in 
fuch  a hoftile  manner,  from  the  reft,  as  1 

* Lib.  6.  cap.  88. 

f Livy,  lib.  2.  cap.  32. 
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threatened  abfolute  deftrudion  to  the  ftate. 

Of  the  whole  progrefs  of  this  great  affair 
the  HalicarnalTiaa  has  given  us  a full  and 
accurate  account.  And  in  very  fine  fpeech- 
es  he  has  given  us  the  arguments  on  both  , 
fidcs  at  great  length  : And  which,  it  may 
he  ohferved,  in  pafiing,  fhows  us  the  ufe 
of  fpeeches  in  hiftory ; for,  otherwife, 
Dionyfius  could  not  have  given  us  thofe 
arguments  without  a very  long  digreflion ; 
and  w’hich  could  not  have  been  faid  with 
propriety  to  be  a part  of  the  work.  Livy, 
however,  who  is  abundant  enough  in 
fpeeches  upon  other  occafions,  has  given 
us  none  upon  this,  unlefs  you  will  call  the 
fable  of  Menenius  Agrippa  a fpeech 
And  of  the  fads  that  happened  before 
the  final  agreement  of  the  parties,  he  has 
given  us  a ve/y  ftiort,  and  not  very  accu- 
rate account  ; and,  what  is  worfe,  he  has 
related  but  a part  of  the  terms  of  the  a- 
greement  itfelf,  upon  which  peace  was  re- 
ftored  ; for  he  has  only  mentioned  the  e- 
ftablifhment  of  the  tribunefliip  of  the  peo- 

* Liv.  lib.  a.  cap.  32. 

VOL.V.  S 
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pic : Whereas  the  Patricians’  not  only  grant- 
ed them  that,  but  a remifhon  of  all  the 
debts  which  the  poorer  fort  then  owed 
For  money  was  the  fubjedi  of  this  great 
quaitel  betwixt  the  two  orders,  as  well  as 
of  the  former,  which  produced  another 
change  of  the  conftitution,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  dictators  : So  that,  in  about  20 
years  after  the  eftablilhment  of  the  com- 
monwealth, there  were  two  remarkable 
changes  of  the  government,  both  produced 
by  wealth  or  money ; and  therefore  Lycur- 
gus,  that  his  government  might  not  be  de- 
llroyed  in  that  way,  the  only  way  in  which 
the  oracle  faid  it  could  be  deftroyed,  pro- 
feribed  the  ufe  of  money  in  Sparta. 

The  confequence  of  the  eftablilhment 
of  this  extraordinary  magiftracy  in  Rome, 
was,  that  the  government  of  tlie  beft  mixed 
form  that  ever  was,  being  partly  regal,  (for 
I underftand  the  confuls  to  have,  come  in 
place  of  the  Kings),  partly  ariftocratical, 
partly  popular,  and,  upon  particular  occa- 

* Lib.  6.  cap.  83.  ct  88. 
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fions,  altogether  defpotic,  became,  in  not 
much  more  than  40  years  after  the  infti- 
tution  of  the  tribunefhip,  altogether  demo- 
cratical ; for,  in  year  306  of  the  city,  a 
law  was  pafled,  by  which  the  people  were 
allowed  in  the  Comitia  Tributa  to  make 
laws  binding  upon  the  whole  people  *. 
Now  the  Comitia  of  this  kind  were  held 
without  any  previous  decree  of  the  fenate, 
which  was  abfolutely  neceflary  both  for  the 
Comitia  Centuriata  and  Curiata,  and  without 
the  aufpices  which  at  that  time  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  Patricians  f.  And  in  thefe  Co- 
mitia  every  man  had  an  equal  vote  whatever 
his  rank  or  fortune  was.  And  this  popular 
government  ended  as  it  has  always  done  and 
ever  will  do  in  all  ftates,  in  tyranny  or  ab- 
folute  government,  firft  under  the  name  of 


* Dionyf.  lib.  1 1 . cap.  45. 

t Lib.  9.  cap.  41.  Where  he  explains  very  accu- 
rately the  difference  between  the  Comitia  Tributa  tt  Cu- 
riata,  which  were  the  fame  with  refpeft  to  the  voters, 
the  pooreft  and  meaned  citizens  having  an  equal  vote 
with  the  riched  and  nobled,  but  differed  in  the  twa 
particulars  mentioned  in  the  text. 
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a perpetual  Didator,  and  then  under  the 
name  of  Emperors. 

But,  befides  thefe  confequcnces  of  the 
tribunitian  power,  which  happened  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  there  was  one  immediate  con- 
fequence  of  it,  that  brought  the  Roman 
Rate  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  from  which  it 
was  faved  only  by  the  prayers  and  tears  of 
a woman, — the  greateft  difgrace  that  ever 
befell  the  Roman  people-  The  event  I 
mean  was  the  banifliment  of  a noble  youth, 
Marcius  Coriolanus,  who,  contrary  to  all 
the  forms  of  juftice  that  had  been  pradifed 
fince  the  eRablifhment  of  the  common- 
wealth, was  tried  in  the  Com  'itia  Tributa  *, 
and  condemned  for  no  other  fault,  but 
that  he  made  a fpeech  in  the  fenate  advi- 
fing  the  fenators  not  to  lower  the  price 
of  corn,  which  had  been  very  much  rai- 
fed  by  the  feceflion  of  the  people,  and 
the  negled  of  agriculture  thereby  occa- 
Roned  "f.  The  Halicarnaflian  has  enlarged 

* Lib.  7.  cap.  59. 

t Lib.  7.  cap.  24. 
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very  much  upon  this  great  event,  aijJ 
has  given  us  many  long  fpeeches  upon 
the  occafion,  and  fome  of  the  beft  in  the 
book,  particularly  that  of  Appius  Clau- 
dius*: For  the  length  of  thefe  fpeeches  he 
makes  an  apology  f,  tho’  I think  it  needed 
none,  and  gives  very  good  reafons  why  an 
hiftorian  fhould  be  as  particular  and  cir- 
cumftantial  in  his  account  of  fuch  impor- 
tant civil  tranfadlions  as  of  military  opera- 
tions : For,  fays  he,  if  I had  told  fimply, 
but  fliortly,  that  ihe  Patricians  had  given 
up  their  privileges  by  fubmitting  to  have 
one  of  the  mod  confpicuous  of  their  order 
tried  by  the  mob  of  Rome,  it  would  have 
appeared  a thing  incredible.  I have  there- 
fore, fays  he,  given  the  reader  in  fpeeches 
all  that  was  to  be  faid  both  for  the  mea- 
fure  and  againft  it  :};.  On  the  other  hand, 
Livy  has  given  us  a very  fhort  account  of 
the  fads,  and  no  fpeeches  at  all,  unlefs  you 
will  call  a fpeech  an  invedive  of  a few 


• Lib.  7.  cap.  48. 
-j-  Ibid.  cap.  66. 
t Ibid. 
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lines,  which  Coriolanus  fpeaks  againft  the 
people  in  fome  ihort,  pointed  fentences, 
and  a ftiorter  invedive  ftill,  in  the  fame  ftile, 
put  into  the  mouth  of  the  people  againft 
Coriolanus  *. 

And  thus  much  for  the  fubjed  of  the 
Halicarnaflian’s  hiftory,  upon  which  many 
of  my  readers  will  think,  that  I have  be» 
ftowed  a great  deal  too  much  time  in  a 
work  which  profefles  only  to  treat  of  ftile; 
but  as,  in  my  reading^  I can  never  fepa- 
ratc  the  "words  from  the  matter^  which  I 
confider  as  principal  in  every  writing,  and 
which,  if  it  be  not  of  fome  value,  the  work 
ilfelf  can  be  of  none,  however  elegant  and 
fine  the  words  may  be,  I have  thought 
proper,  after  the  example  of  both  Livy 
and  Dionyfius  in  their  preambles,  to  en- 
large upon  the  importance  of  the  fubjed 
of  their  hiftory.  If  this  were  lefs  to  the 
purpofe  than  1 think  it  is,  it  has  furniflied 
matter  for  a comparifon  and  criticifm  of 
thofe  two  authors,  which,  I hope,  will  not 

* Liv.  lib.  2.  cap.  34.  & 35. 
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be  difagreeable  or  uninftruaive  to  the 
reader. 

I come  now  to  fpeak  of  what  undoubt- 
edly belongs  to  my  fubjed,  the  Jlile  of  the 
HalicarnalTian,  in  which,  I think,  he  ex- 
cels Livy  ftill  more  than  in  the  matter. 
And  indeed,  •!  do  not  know  any  hiftorical 
ilile  in  Greek  or  Latin,  that  I think  equal 
to  the  Halicarnallian’s,  unlefs  it  be  that  of 
Herodotus,  which,  by  the  fweetnefs  of  the 
dialed  in  which  he  writes,  and  a certain 
ruft  of  antiquity,  and  fomething  of  the 
grandeur  of  Homer  in  his  manner,  as  well 
as  a refemblance  in  his  language,  pleafes 
me  flill  more.  But,  1 think,  there  can  be 
' nothing  better  in  the  Attick  than  the  nar- 
rative of  Dionyfius  ; for  it  has  all  the 
fweetnefs  and  elegance  of  that  dialedl ; 
and  it  is  fo  adorned  with  different  figures 
of  compofiiion,  that  there  is  the  grcateft 
variety  in  it  that  I know  in  any  ftile,  that  of 
Demofthenes  only  excepted,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  greateft  perfpicuity  j for  his  fi- 
gures are  not  fo  many,  or  fo  violent  as 
thofe  of  Thucydides,  yet  fufficient  to  give 
a caff  and  colour  to  his  ffile,  that  diffin- 
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guidiesit  perfectly  from  common  difcourfe. 

And  in  this,  his  flile  is,  I think,  preferable 
to  that  of  Xenophon,  which,  wanting  thefe 
figures,  is,  as  I have  obferved,  too  like  to  the 
Socratic  dialogue, that  is,  to  converfation  and 
common  difcourfe.  His  rhetorical  ftile,  too, 
is  excellent  of  its  kind  ; for  it  is  evident 
from  his  critical  writings,  that  he  had  ftu- 
died  the  rhetorical  ftile  as  much  as  the  hi- 
ftorical,  and  knew  perfedly  the  difference 
betwixt  them.  And  accordingly  his  fpeech- 
es  are  very  different  from  his  narrative, 
being  compofed  in  much  longer  periods, 
but  fo  well  compofed,  that  there  is  no  ob-  I 

feurity  in  them,  tho’  fome  of  them  run  out  j 

to  a great  length,  and  are  much  divcrfified  i 

with  parenthefes  and  other  figures  *.  He  i 

has  a great  many  fpecches,  more,  I think, 
than  any  other  hiftorian,exceptThucydides, 
and  fome  of  them  very  long.  And  there 
is  one  in  particular  of  extraordinary  length;  I 

• There  is  one  in  the  end  of  Tullus  Hoftilius’s 
fpeech  to  the  army  of  Romans  and  Albans,  upon  the 
fubjeft  of  the  treachery  of  Mettus  the  Alban  general, 

{^Antiquit.  lib.  3.  cap.  28.)  which  is  a period  of  almoft 
half  a page,  and  yet  perfcftly  clear,  tho’  with  more 
than  one  parenthefis  thrown  into  it. 
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but  it  was  upon  a fubje£t  veiy  important 
and  interefting,  namely,  the  feceflion  of 
the  Plebeians  to  Mount  Aventine  *.  And 
what  i admire  the  moft  in  him,  is,  that, 
tho’  he  was  by  profefllon  a teacher  of  rhe- 
toric, they  are  all  fpeeches  of  bufinefs,  with 
nothing  of  that  artificial  fophiftry,  or  ao- 
fiaTDtn  1«,  as  the  Greek  critics  call  it, 

or  thofe  arguments  from  general  topics  fo 
much  laboured  in  the  fchools  of  declama- 
tion, in  which  I am  perfuaded  he  never 
pradlifed,  but  formed  his  ftile  of  fpeaking 
upon  the  ftudy  of  Demofthenes  and  other 
great  authors,  who  do  not  draxv  their  ra*- 
guments  from  fuch  topics,  hut  from  the 
natuieand  circumrtanccs  of  the  cafe;  which 
diftinguhhes  a fpeech  of  bufinefs  from  a 
declamation,  or  fpeech  of  fnow  and  ofiea- 
tation. 

From  this  account  I have  given  of  the 
Halicarnafiian’s  ftile,'  it  is  evident  that  my 
judgment  of  it  is  very  different  from  that 

• Antiq.  lib.  7.  cap.  66. 
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of  Photius,  who  fays,  that  he  afFeds  novel- 
ty in  his  words  and  phrafes  and  does  vio- 
lence to  the  language,  in  order  to  make  his 
Aile  fingular  and  uncommon.  This  cen- 
fure  of  the  Halicarnaflian,  like  his  praife 
of  Diodorus  Siculus,  whom  he  commends 
for  writing  a Aile  not  too  Attic,  only  Aiows 
that  the  elegance  of  Attic  compofition  was 
not  in  his  time  reliAied  or  well  underAood. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  I think,  that 
the  Halicarnaffian’s  Roman  hiAory  is,  both 
for  the  matter  and  Aile,one  of  the  moA  plea- 
fant,  as  well  as  moA  inArudtive  books  in 
the  world.  The  Aile  is  finely  tempered  be- 
twixt the  auAere  gravity  of  Thucydides 
and  the  fweetnefs  of  Herodotus,  and,  I 
think,  it  is  more  perfpicuous  than  either  : 
For  I do  not  know  that  there  is  one  ob- 
fcure  or  difficult  paflage  in  the  whole  work, 
except  where  the  text  is  corrupted  ; and, 
even  where  that  is  the  cafe,  fo  clear  and 
perfpicyous  is  his  Aile,  that  a good  Greek 
fcholar  can  in  many  places  correct  the  text 
almoA  at  fir  A fight ; and  it  is  furprifing 
how  many  corredions  Henry  Stephen  and 
his  fcholar  Sylburgius  have  made,  that  are 
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now  confirmed  and  afcertained  to  be  the 
true  reading  by  the  Vatican  MS.  which 
was  collated  when  the  Oxford  edition  was 
printed. 

To  conclude  what  I have  to  fay  of  his 
hiftory ; — If  any  one  think,  that,  in  compa- 
ring him  with  Livy,  I have  done  injuftice 
to  Livy,  let  him  read  what  men  of  a much 
more  learned  age  than  this  have  faid  upon 
the  fame  fubjedS:.  Their  teftimonies  are 
prefixed  to'  the  Oxford  edition.  I (hall  on- 
ly quote  one  of  them,  that  of  Paulus  Be- 
nius  de  Hijloria^  whofe  words  are,  Hijloria 
Halicarnajfei  nobilijjima^  et  rerum  copia^  or- 
dine^  perfpicuitate,  eloquentia^  ety  quod  caput 
ejiy  veritatCy  fine  ulla  dubitatione  Lvuiande 
fuperior.  Now,  I have  not  faid,  nor  indeed 
could  I well  fay,  more  than  this. 

* 

Of  the  Halicarnaffian’s  critical  works  I 
have  fpoken  elfewhere,  and  given  my  opi- 
nion both  of  their  matter  and  ftile  I 
fhall  only  add  here,  that  I beg  leave  again 
to  recommend,  to  the  ftudious  of  Greek 


* Book  2.  cap.  5.  in  finty  of  the  preceding  vol. 
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learning  and  fine  writing,  a moft  diligent 
perufal  of  them;  as  it  is  from  the  antients 
that  we  muft  learn  both  to  write  and  judge 
of  wanting.  Now,  this  the  Halicarnaflian 
teaches  us  in  the  bed  w'ay  poflible,  by  pre- 
cept as  well  as  example,  and  not  only  by  his 
own  example,  but  by  the  example  of  others, 
who  have  w’ritten  both  well  and  ill,  point- 
ing out  to  us  the  beauties  of  the  one  and 
the  faults  of  the  other.  For  my  own  part, 
I muft  confefs,  that,  if  I had  never  ftudied 
his  critical  writings,  tho,’  perhaps,  by  fome 
natural  tafte,  which  I may  have,  I might 
have  perceived  fome  beauties  or  faults  in 
profe  writing,  yet  1 never  fhould  have  had 
any  art  of  criticifm,  or  been  able  to  judge, 
by  any  rule  or  principle,  of  what  was  good 
or  bad  la  that  kind  of  writing.  And,  as 
to  poetry,  if  I liad  not  ftudied  Ariftotic’s 
poetics,  I ftiould  not  havefo  much  as  known 
what  poetry  was,  but  faould  have  thought 
as,  I believe,  many  do,  that  verfification 
and  fine  didion  make  poetry,  and  that  an 
art,  taught  in  verfe,  with  all  the  ornam'jnts 
of  poetical  di£iion,  fuch  as  the  Georgies  of 
Virgil,  was  a poem.  I would  therefore  a- 
gain  recommend  it  to  the  fcholars  of  Ox- 
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ford,  as  a work  that  I think  would  be  very 
ufeful  to  the  learned  world,  to  publifli  a por- 
table pocket  edition  not  only  of  Dionyfius’s 
hiftory,  but  of  his  critical  works,  fuch  as  the 
Glafgow  editions  of  fome  daffies,  which 
might  travel  or  go  to  the  country  with  one; 
for  his  works  are  of  thofe  Exemplaria  Grae- 
ca^  which  a fcholar  ought  to  ftudy  at  home 
and  abroad,  day  and  night 


* In  this  edition,  if  it  be  revifed  by  a fcholar,  he 
viil  find  fevcrzl  faults  to  correft  in  Hudfon’s  edition. 
I will  only  mention  one,  which  happens  at  prefent  to 
be  under  my  view.  It  is  a fault  in  punfluation,  fuch 
as  I obferved  in  Herodotus  (vol.  4.  p.  426.  of  this 
work)  5 and,  as  it  relates  to  a very  important  ir.ftitution 
of  Romulus,  that  of  Patrons  and  Clients,  it  deferves  to 
be  attended  to.  As  it  ftands  pointed  at  prefent  it  is 
not  fenfe,  neither  in  the  original  nor  the  tranflation  ; 
But,  if  it  be  read  and  pointed  thus,  it  is  perfectly  clear. 
After  the  paffage,  (lib.  2.  cap.  9.)  which  alfigns  to 
the  Patricians  and  Plebeians  their  fcveral  occupations, 
concluding  with  thefe  words ; S'. 

KXI  t«5  ifyx^irSai  there 

fhould  be  a full  flop : Then  a new  fcntcnce  fliould 
begin  with  the  addition  of  the  particle  to  make  a 
conneilion;  and  it  fliould  be  read  thus:  ct 

‘ fc'rrJj  ft  rxit  vtXic-ii,  n rat  (r  T£^t«/ 

TtVf  TXUCittV(,  71  Tt/7  x»l  HJlttUt 

if  Txit  'vzTifojixif  (phievyTii7,  Here  there  fhould 
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be  a comma  inftead  of  the  full  flop  in  Hudfon’s  edition; 
then  go  on,  (leaving  out  the  after  r»(<txKT*lKK»ft 
which  ought  to  have  been  infected  in  the  prece- 
ding member  of  the  fentence),  and  read  as  follows, 
irafaicaT»tr,Kmt  t«i;  iraTfuLitif  t»u(  itfurintvff  ttti- 

’tKiCrTM  T»f  lx  T«V  '«>  mUTtf  HflHf 

■ar(»<rTcir%u  As  thus  read,  the  fenfe  is  clear,  and  a very 
good  rcafon  given  for  the  inftitution  of  Patrons  and 
Clients,  but  which  has  no  conneflion  with  what  goes 
before  concerning  the  bufinels  of  Patricians  and  Ple- 
beians. One  thuig  every  fcholar  may  be  afliired  of, 
that  this  author  is  fo  perlpicuous  as  well  as  elegant, 
that,  if  there  be  any  where  an  obfeurity  as  to  his  mean- 
ing, there  is  fome  fault  either  in  the  MS.  or  printed 
copy.  There  are  other  paflages  of  the  fame  kind, 
which  may  be  correfled  in  a new  edition  ; but,  what 
I chiefly  inlifl  on  in  that  edition,  is,  that  the  readings 
of  the  Vatican  MS.  or  the  conjeftural  emendations  of 
Henry  Stephen  or  Sylburgius,  Ihould  be  taken  into  the  ' 

text.  This  would  not  only  fave  me  the  trouble  of  I 

looking  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  page,  but  alfo  the  I 

mortification  of  being  able  only  to  difeover  that  the 
text  is  faulty,  which  is  often  the  cafe,  but  not  to  cor- 
refl  it  as  Henry  Stephen  and  Sylburgius  have  done. 

This,  I know,  will  feldom  or  never  be  the  cafe  of  the  i 

great  Greek  fcholars  in  Oxford,  who  will  enjoy  the  j 

pleafure  of  difeovering  that  they  arc  as  great  Greek 
fcholars,  and  as  acute  critics,  as  the  two  commentators  | 

I have  mentioned ; but  they  ought  to  confult  the  eafe  I 

and  fatisfafUon  of  others  as  well  as  of  themlelves,  • 
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7he  hiflory  of  Polybius  may  be  confidered  as 
a continuation  of  the  HalicarnafiarC s hi- 
fory. — Thefe  tivo  hifories  the  mojl  valu~ 
able  in  the  -world ; — but  have  come  down 
to  usfadly  mutilated. — Some  excerpts  from 
thempreferved. — What  Polybius  calls  'his 
hiftory,  comprehends  only  a period  of  53 
years^  beginning  -with  the  fecond  Punic 
•wary  and  coming  down  to  the  conqueji  of 
Macedonia. — His  two  firjl  books  are  only 
preparatory  and  introdudiory  to  his  hijlo- 
ry. — His  hiftory  takes  in'  the  moft  glo- 
rious period  of  Rome.— Defer iption  of 
their  glory  at  that  time. — The  modera- 
tion they  fhowed  in  the  ufe  of  their 
powery  and  their  clemency  to  thofe  that 
had  offended  them.  — The  grandeur  of  the 
Roman  fenate  at  that  timey — when  am- 
baffadors  from  all  parts  of  the  earthy  and 
even  Kings  in  perfon,  attended  them. — 
1 heir  virtue  ftill  prefervedy  aud  not  im- 
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paired  either  by  power  or  ’wealth. — The 
hi/lory  of  the  later  and  more  glorious  part 
of  this  period^  not  prefer’ued  to  us  in  what 
lue  have  of  Polybius  ; — but  this  /applied 
by  ’U’hat  ’we  have  of  Livy. — What  we 
have  left  of  Polybius^  fJsows  us  more  of 
the  d frejfes  and  calamities  of  the  Romans 
than  of  their  triumphs. — Their  Ioffes  both 
by  fea  and  land  tn  the  firf  Punic  war 
very  great ; and  their  Ioffes  in  the  fecond 
Punic  war,  fuch  as  brought  them  to  the 
brink  of  ruin. — That  war  the  finefl  fub- 
jeLt  of  hifiory,  on  account  of  the  variety 
of  great  events  in  it,  and  the  wifdom  and 
virtue  there  fhown. — The  great  difficult 
ties  that  Hannibal  had  to  encounter  before 
he  got  into  Italy,  and  the  prodigious  force 
that  was  there  to  oppofe  him. — The  fub~ 
jecl  therefore  of  Polybius's  hifiory  the 
iioblef  that  can  be  imagined  ; — very  pro- 
per for  enforcing  what  he  recommends fo 
much,  viz.  fubmiffon  to  the  Roman  go- 
vernment.—No  man  fitter  to  write  upon 
fuch  a fubjePt  than  Polybius  ; — a man  of 
of  biifinefs,  and  who  had  been  employed 
in  great  affairs,  both  civil  and  military. 
— The  difference  betwixt  him  and  the 
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Halicarnajfian  in  this  refpeSi^  and  alfo  in 
refpefl  of  his  being  much  better  informed 
of  the  fa6ls  ’which  he  relates. — The  fub- 
jeEi  of  Polybius's  hiflory  more  comprehend 
five  than  that  of  the  Halicamajftan,  in 
refpe6l  it  takes  in  the  affairs  of  other  na- 
tions, as  •well  as  of  the  Romans. — Of  the 
digrejftons  in  Polybius,  which,  tho'  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  hiflory,  are  very  in- 
Jlrubiive,  particularly  with  refpe6l  to  the 
military  affairs  of  the  Romans. — His  de- 
fcriptions  of  battles  wonderfully  clear  and 
lively. — The  value  of  fuch  a body  of  hi- 
fory  as  that  of  the  Halicarnafftan  and 
Polybius,  if  it  were  all  preferved,  or  if 
it  could  be  yet  recovered  ;—fome  chance 
for  that ; — a MS-  of  Livy  d’f covered  to 
be  in  the  Einperor  of  Morocco  s library. — 
Of  the  ftile  of  Polybius-, — much  inferior 
to  that  of  the  Halicarnajfian. — Idiotifins 
of  Polybius  ',—not  an  ohfeure  writer,  but 
his  fenfe  fometimes  miflaken  both  by  his 
traflator  Cafaubon  and  Livy.  — His  Greek 
not  elegant,  but  very  intelligible  and per- 
fpicuous  ; — very  little  of  the  rhetorical 
file  in  his  fpecches; — no  cffediation  or  Li- 

Vox..  V. 
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hour  to  •write  ill. — General  ohfervations 
upon  the  Greek  hijlorians  compared  nvith 
the  Latin. 

The  hiftory  of  Polybius,  tho’  written 
long  before  the  Halicarnaffian’s,  qiay 
be  confidered  as  the  fequel  of  it ; for  the 
Halicarnaflian  begins  his  hiftory  with  the 
origin  of  the  Roman  people,  and  the  foun- 
dation of  Rome,  and  carries  it  down  to  the 
beginning  of  the  firft  Punic  war.  There 
Polybius  takes  it  up,  and  continues  it  till 
the  conclufion  of  the  )aft  Macedonian  war, 
when  he  reckons  the  Romans  attained  to 
thepoffeflion  of  univcrfal  monarchy.  Thefe 
two  hiftories,  if  they  had  been  preferved 
entire  to  us,  would  have  made  both  toge- 
ther the  nobleft  work  of  hiftory  that  the 
world  has  ever  feen  ; for  they  would  have 
been  the  hiftory  of  the  greateft  people,  and, 
during  the  beft  ages  of  their  ftate,  before 
their  morals  were  corrupted  by  wealth  and 
luxury,  and  before  thofe  fadions  and  fedi- 
tions,  and  bloody  civil  wars,  the  confe- 
quence  of  that  corruption,  put  an  end  to 
lljeir  free  government,  and  at  laft  loft  them 
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the  empire  of  the  world,  and  made  them  a 
prey  to  nations  more  barbarous,  as  well  as 
lefs  warlike,  than  thofe  they  had  overcome. 
But  thefe  two  hiftories  have  come  down  to 
us  fadly  mutilated  ; for,  of  Dlonyfius’s  hi- 
ftory  there  remains  no  more  than  eleven 
^ books  out  of  twenty  which  he  wrote*.  Thefe 
eleven  books  come  no  farther  down  than 
the  3 1 2th  year  of  the  city.  Of  thofe  that 
are  loft,  we  have  nothing  but  fome  ex- 
cerpts preferved  to  us  in  the  colledion  of 
Conftantine  Porphyrogenet,  under  the  head 
of  virtues^  vicesy  and  embajfics  f . Poly- 
bius’s plan  was  to  be  executed,  as  he  tells 
us,  in  40  books ; tho’  he  fays  it  was  doubt- 
ful, whether  he  Ihould  live  to  complete 
them.  It  appears,  however,  that  he  did 
write  at  leaft  37  of  them,  as  Suidas  quotes 
the  37th  book  of  his  hiftory.  But,  of  this 

• Photius  Biblioth.  Cod.  74. 

' • 

-j-  In  thefe  excerpts  there  are  fome  very  valuable 
things,  particularly  in  the  beginning  of*  them  there  is 
an  obfervation  of  the  author  upon  the  diftinftion  be- 
twixt Greeks  and  barbarians,  which  fhows  a great  deal 
of  humanity  and  good  fenfe. 
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great  and  moft  valuable  work,  there  no- 
thing now  remains  but  the  firft  five  books 
entire,  and  excerpts  from  the  1 2 fucceeding, 
made,  we  do  not  know,  by  whom  ; but 
we  are  fo  far  obliged  to  him,  that  he  has 
not  abridged  any  thing  that  he  has  ex- 
cerpted, as  Juftin  has  abridged  Trogus 
Pompeius,  but  has  given  us  the  words  of 
the  author  entire*  We  have  alfo  excerpts 
from  various  books  of  his  hiftory  under 
one  of  the  titles  in  the  great  hiftorical  pan- 
dects above  mentioned,  of  Conftantine  Por- 
phyrogenet,  which  Title  is  luicnhtAde  Lega- 
tionibusy  where  we  have  alfo  the  text  of  the 
author  at  full  length,  and  not  abridged ; fo 
that  this  collection  makes  a veryconfiderablc 
part  of  what  is  preferved  to  us  of  Polybius. 

What  Polybius  calls  his  hijlory  begins 
with  the  fecond  Punic  war,  that  is,  in  the 
fecond  year  of  the  140th  Olympiad,  and 
535th  ^ear  of  the  city  ; and  it  was  con- 
tinued down  to  the  conqueft  of  Macedo- 
nia by  Paulus  iEmilius,  a period,  as  Poly- 
bius tells  us,  of  53  years.  Bur,  by  way  of 
preparation  for  this  hiftory,  and  in  order  to 
make  us  underftand  perfectly  the  ftate  of 
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the  Roman  commonwealth  at  the  time  this 
fecond  Punic  war  began,  he  has  given 
us  two  books,  as  an  introduction  to  his 
hiftory  ; in  the  firft  of  which  he  has  given  * 
us  an  account  of  the  firft  Punic  war,  which 
began  in  the  489th  year  of  the  cityj  and  in 
the  fecond  he  relates  fome  dreadful  wars 
which  the  Romans  had  with  the  Cifalpine 
Gauls,  after  the  conclufion  of  the  firft  Punic 
war.  In  this  book  he  has  alfo  defcribed  to  us 
very  accurately  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  Greece  j 
and  particularly  of  the  Achean  confederacy 
in  Peloponefus,  at  the  time  when  the  fecond 
Punic  war  began.  This  hiftorical  work, 
therefore,  of  Polybius,  comprehends  a moft 
glorious  period  of  the  hiftory  of  the  nobleft 
people  that  ever  exifted,  beginning  with 
the  firft  ftep  they  made  towards  univerfal 
monarchy,  by  going  out  of  Italy  into  Si- 
cily, which  indeed  was  naturally  the  firft 
ftep,  as  Sicily  was  the  neareft  ifland  to 
them,  and  undoubtedly  at  fome  time  or 
another  had  been  part  of  Italy,  and  end- 
ing with  the  conqueft  of  Macedon.  Then 
the  Romans  were  at  the  greateft  height 
of  their  glory,  though  not  of  dominion 
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and  extent  of  empire ; for  they  were 
then  not  more  the  conquerors  than  the 
faviours  of  mankind,  and  the  deliverers 
from  tyranny  and  oppreflion.  The  great- 
eft  triumph  that  ever  people  enjoyed, 
was  what  they  enjoyed  at  the  Ifthmian 
games  of  Greece,  when,  after  having  dri- 
ven Philip  out  of  that  country,  their  conful 
Titus  Quindius  Flaminius,  by  proclama- 
tion, declared  all  the  Greek  ftates  to  be 
free  in  Afia  as  well  as  in  Greece.  The 
' thing  appeared  fo  extraordinary  to  the 
Greeks,  that  they  could  hardly  believe  their 
own  ears ; they  thought  they  were  in  a 
dream  ; and,  to  be  afliired  that  they  were 
not  fo,  they  defired  that  the  herald  (hould 
be  brought  into  the  middle  of  the  Jladium^ 
that  he  might  be  feen  as  well  as  heard. 
Accordingly  the  herald  placed  himfelf  there, 
and  proclaimed  the  fame  thing  again  ; up- 
on which  there  was  fuch  a fliout  and  fuch 
acclamations  from  the  prodigious  concourfe 
of  people  that  was  at  this  panegyric^  that 
Polybius  tells  us  it  was  not  poflible  to 
be  conceived  by  thofe  who  were  not 
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prefent  *.  And  Plutarch,  in  his  life  of 
this  conful,  tells  us,  that  the  cries  rent 
the  air  fo  much,  that  the  birds,  flying 
over  their  heads,  fell  down  as  thro’  a va- 
cuum ; but  this  is  a circumftarice  not  men- 
tioned by  Polybius,  nor  by  Livy,  who  ap- 
pears to  have  copied  Polybius  here  as  well 
as  in  many  other  places.  But  in  this  all 
the  three  authors  I have  mentioned  agree, 
that  Quindlius  was  almoft  crufhed  to  death 
by  the  people  crouding  to  fee  and  thank 
their  benefadtor  ; and  he  was  well  nigh 
fmoihered  by  the  flowers  and  crowns  they 
threw  upon  him.  Livy  adds,  that,  if 
he  had  not  been  a ftrong  young  man  of 
33,  he  could  hardly  have  efcaped  with  his 
life  t*  And  Plutarch  fays,  that  he  would 
not  have  efcaped,  ftrong  as  he  was,  if  he 
had  not  been  prudent  enough  to  have  re- 
tired in  time,  before  the  whole  croud  came 
upon  him.  The  refledlion  of  Polybius, 
upon  the  occafion,  is,  that  however  extra- 

* Polyb.  excerpt.  9.  under  the  title  of  Legathnes^ 
p.  798.  ed.  Cafauboni. 

Liv.  lib.  33.  cap.  33. 
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vagant  the  joy  of  the  Greeks  may  feem  to 
have  been,  it  was  not  fo  wonderful  as  what 
the  Romans  had  done  for  them.  And  in- 
deed there  is  no  example  in  the  hiftory  of 
mankind,  of  a people  leaving  their  own 
country,  eroding  the  feas,  engaging  in  a 
mod  dangerous  and  expenfive  war  with 
the  greateft  King  then  upon  earth,  Philip 
King  of  Macedon,  and  all  this  for  no  other 
purpofe  than  to  beftow  liberty  upon  a diftant 
people,  with  whom  they  were  no  ways  con- 
nected by  treaty  or  alliance,  and  without  re- 
taining any  thing  out  of  the  conquefts  they 
had  made,  nor  exacting  from  the  people  they 
had  fet  free  any  taxes  or  contributions,  not 
even  the  expences  of  the  war.  This  was  a 
generofity,  fuch  as  I do  not  wonder  that  it 
appeared,  as  Livy  tells  us,  romantic  to  the 
Greeks  therafelves  *.  But  their  generofity 
and  magnanimity  was  not  confined  to 
Greece.  The  people  of  Ilyrium  they  alfo  de- 
clared free,after  having  conquered  them.  To 

* Sec  a fpeech  made  by  the  Rhodian  ambafiadors 
upon  this  occadon  in  Livy,  lib.  37.  cap.  54.  of  which 
Livy  fays,  that  ‘ apta  magnitudini  Romanae  oratio  vifa 
t eft.’ 
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Antiochus,  the  great  King  in  Afia,  they 
gave  the  very  fame  terms  of  peace,  after  de- 
feating him  in  a great  and  decifive  battle, 
which  they  had  offered  to  him  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war.  Thefe  were  to  abftain  front 
Europe,  and  to  relinquifli  all  he  poflefled  in 
Afia,  on  this  fide  Mount  "Taurus.  But  they 
impofed  no  tribute  upon  him,  only  made, 
him  pay  a great  fum  for  the  expences  of 
the  war  ; but  for  which  payment  they  al- 
lowed him  a certain  number  of  years.  And^ 
of  all  the  country,  they  took  from  him^ 
they  kept  no  part  to  themfelves,  but  decla- 
red all  the  cities  and  Hates  in  it  to  be  free 

• Livii  lib.  37.  cap.  45.  where  you  have  a fpeecli 
of  the  ambafladors,  whom  Antiochus  fent  to  Scipio  A- 
fricanus  and  his  brother  Lucius  to  beg  for  peace  ; in 
which  they  fay,  that  the  Romans,  being  now  mafters 
of  the  earth,  ought  to  lay  afide  all  contentions  with 
men,  and,  like  the  Gods,  only  exercife  mercy  and  bc- 
nehcence  to  the  human  race.  To  which  Africanus  an- 
fwered,  ‘ That  the  Romans  had  every  thing  from  the; 

* Gods  which  they  could  give  them  : But  their  mind 

* was  their  own,  and  it  had  always  been  the  fame  in  all 

* fortunes,  neither  elevated  by  profperity,  nor  deje^led 
‘ by  adverfity.  Of  this,’  fays  he,  ‘ nobody  can  inform 
‘ you  better  than  Hannibal  who  is  with  you.’  And  in- 
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And  their  moft  inveterate  enemies  the  Car- 
thaginians, by  whom  they  had  fuftained 
I’uch  prodigious  lofles,  as  brought  them  to 
the  very  brink  of  ruin,  they  did  not,  after 
they  had  fubdued  them,  reduce  to  a ftate 
of  flavery  or  even  fubjedtion,  but  left 
them  their  laws  and  liberties,  only  ftripping 
them  of  all  their  foreign  conquefts,  and 
taking  other  means  to  prevent  their  again 
injuring  or  infulting  them  ; fo  that  it 
is  true  what  Salluft  fays  of  them  while 
they  yet  preferved  their  antient  manners, 
neque  ’vUiis^  praeter  injuriae  licentiam, 
quicqttam  adimebant*-  Nor  fliould  it  be 
forgot,  that,  tho’  they  had  made  war  a- 
gainft  the  Lacedemonians,  while  they  were 
under  the  dominion  of  their  tyrant  Nabis, 
yet  afterwards,  when  the  Achaeans  con- 
quered them,  and,  abolifliing  the  laws 
and  inftitutions  of  Lycurgus,  under  which, 
fays  Livy,  they  had  lived  1700  years 


deed  the  terms  he  granted  them  were  a fufEcient 
proof  how  well  they  could  bear  profperity. 

* Catalln.  cap.  12, 

I Lib.  38.  cap.  34. 
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obliged  them  to  live  according  to  their 
Jaws,  the  Romans  again  reftored  them  to 
the  ufe  of  Lycurgus’s  laws  and  difcipline 
Their  lad  conqueft,  with  which  is  conclu- 
ded the  period  of  the  hiftory  of  Polybius, 
(and  the  greafeft  they  ever  made,  if  we 
confider  the  glory  of  the  nation,  and  how 
many  countries  they  had  fubdued  under 
Alexander  the  Great),  was  the  conqueft 
of  Macedonia,  whofe  King  their  Conful 
Paulus  iEmilius  led  in  triumph,  when, 
much  about  the  fame  time,  their  Praetor 
Anicius  led  in  triumph  Gentius,  King  of 
Illyrium  f.  The  Macedonians,  tho’  they  had 
conquered  them  twice,  they  did  not  enflave, 
but  declared  them  a free  people,  and  exa£ted 
from  them  only  one  half  of  the  tribute 
which  they  paid  to  their  Kings.  In  ftiort, 
at  this  time,  they  had  not  made  one  pro- 
vince of  any  foreign  country  any  more  than 
of  Italy  ; but  had  left  all  the  nations,  they 
conquered,  in  full  polTefllon  of  their  laws 
and  liberties,  and  under  the  government  of 
their  own  magiftrates.  And  the  tranfinarine 
nations,  they  had  fubdued,  were  rather  their 

* Paufanlae  Arcadka,  cap.  51, 

I Livii  lib.  45.  cap.  40.  43. 
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friends  and  allies  than  their  fiibjeds  : And  I 
believe  they  were  much  of  the  fame  difpofi- 
tion  with  the  ftates  of  Iraly,  which  Hanni- 
bal folicited  to  revolt  from  the  Romans, 
and  to  join  him,  promifmg  them  their  li- 
berty if  they  would  do  fo  ; but  this  offer 
they  refufed,  tho’  he  was  then  laying  wafte 
their  country  with  fire  and  fword,  thinking 
themfelves  happier  under  the  Roman  go- 
vernment than  they  were  under  their  own; 
which,  fays  Livy,  is  the  greateft  fecurity  for 
the  fidelity  of  allies*.  The  Roman  feiiate  at 
this  time  had  ambalfadors  attending  them 
from  almoft  all  the  ftates  and  nations  of  the 
world  then  known.  Even  Kings,  and  the 
fons  and  brothers  of  Kings  came  to  wait  up- 
on them,  fuch  as  Eumenes  King  of  Per- 
gamus,  and  His  brother  Attains,  Prufias 
King  of  Bythinia,  and  his  fon  Nicomedes; 

* Livy  fays,  that  Hannibal  could  not  fhakc  the  fi- 
delity of  thefc  allies,  ‘ ,quia  jufto  ct  moderate  regeban- 
* tur  imperio  ; nec  abnuebant,  quod  unum’  (I  would 
choofe  to  read  utticum)  ‘ vinculum  fidei  eft,  mclioribus 
‘ parere.’  (Lib.  22.  cap.  13.  in  fine).  the  greateft 
eulogium  he  could  have  pronounced,  not  only  upon 
the  Roman  government,  but  upon  the  fenfe  of  their 
allies. 
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and  they  were  addrefled  like  Gods  upon 
earth  ; fome  of  the  ambafladors,  fuch  as 
thofe  from  Rhodes  and  from  iEtolia,  pro- 
ftrating  themfelves  before  them,  and  in  that 
way  begging  to  be  forgiven  for  the  offen- 
ces they  had  committed  againft  the  Ro- 
mans, which  accordingly  was  done. 

If  Cynias,  the  ambaflador  from  Pyrrhus 
to  the  Roman  fenate,  had  feen  them  in  the 
circumftances  I have  defcribed,  attended  by 
ambaffadors  from  almoft  every  Rate  and 
country  of  the  world  then  known,  and  im- 
portuned with  prayers  and  fupplications 
even  from  Kings,  one  of  whom,  namely 
the  above  mentioned  Prufias  Kingof  Bythi- 
nia,  proftrated  himfelf  before  them,  and  e- 
ven  kifled  the  threfhold  of  the  fenate- 
houfe*,  he  would  have  faid  that  they  were 
like,  not  to  an  aflembly  of  Kings,  but  of 
Gods ; and  indeed  at  that  time  they  may  be 
faid  to  have  been  the  arbiters  of  human  af- 
fairs, and  to  have  governed  mankind  with 
goodnefs  and  benevolence,  and  mercy,  too, 
not  unworthy  of  the  Divine  Nature.  And 


f Livii  lib.  45.  cap.  ult. 
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not  only  did  they  govern  in  this  manner 
the  ftates  of  Europe  and  Afia,  with  which 
they  had  any  connedion ; but  their  power 
extended  even  to  Egypt,  not  to  make 
conquafts  there,  or  acquire  any  thing  for 
themfelves,  but  to  prevent  violence  and  in- 
juftice;  for  they  interpofed  to  fave  from  An- 
tiochus  that  kingdom,  which  he  wanted  to 
wreft  from  the  lawful  heirs,  the  children 
of  Ptolemy  the  laft  King,  who  had  Ihown 
a friendly  difpofition  to  the  Romans  in  the 
firft  Macedonian  war,  tho’  he  had  been  of 
no  fervice  to  them.  To  Antiochus  the  fenate 
fent  an  ambaflador,  Popilius  by  name,  who 
delivered  to  him  letters  from  the  fenate, 
requiring  that  he  fhould  immediately  de- 
part out  of  Egypt,  of  which  he  was  then 
in  pofleffion.  Antiochus  anfwered,  that 
he  would  advife  with  his  friends  what 
was  to  be  done.  Upon  which,  Popilius, 
with  the  rod,  that  he  had  in  his  hand,  de- 
fcribing  a circle  round  the  King,  * You 

* muft,’  fays  he,  ‘ before  you  go  out  of 

* this  circle,  give  an  anfwer  that  I can  car- 

* ry  back  to  the  fenate.’  The  King,  con- 
founded by  fo  ftern  a demand,  after  fome 
Jiefitation,  anfwered,  That  he  would  obey 
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the  fenate.  And  accordingly  he  gave  up 
Egypt,  of  which  he  was  maftcr  by  fea  as 
well  as  by  land,  having  then  beaten  the 
Egyptian  fleet  After  this  ambaflTadors 
came  from  him  to  Rome,  who  informed 
the  fenate  that  he  had  obeyed  their  com- 
mands, as  he  would  have  done  thofe  of 
the  Gods.  And  the  ambafTadors  from  the 
children  of  Ptolemy,  whom  the  Romans 
had  reftored  to  their  kingdom,  acknowled- 
ged that  they  owed  more  to  the  fenate  and 
people  of  Rome,  than  to  their  parents, 
more  than  even  to  the  immortal  Gods  f. 

But  what  is  ftill  more  wonderful  than 
any  thing  I have  yet  related,  amidft  all  this 
glory  and  exaltation,  though  a great  deal 
of  the  wealth  of  the  eaft  had  then  come  a- 
mong  them,  they  ftill  retained  their  virtue 
and  abftinence  from  money,  which  in  later 
times  drew  every  thing  unto  it ; for  Pau- 
lus  ^milius,  who  led  in  triumph  the  great- 
eft  King'then  in  the  world,  and  brought 

* Liv.  lib.  45.  cap.  12. 

f Livii  lib.  45.  cap.  t3. 
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fo  much  wealth  into  the  Roman  treafury, 
died  himfelf  fo  poor  that  he  fcarce  left  e- 
nough,  after  his  goods  were  auctioned,  to 
pay  his  wife’s  dowry  *.  And  Lucius  Sci- 
pio,  who  firft  carried  the  Roman  arms  into 
Afia,  conquered  Antiochus,  the  greateft 
King  there,  and  brought  from  thence  to 
Rome  more  treafure  than,  I believe,  ever 
came  thither  at  one  time  from  the  eaft, 
could  not  pay  the  fine  mod  unjuftly  impo- 
fed  upon  him  by  the  people  at  the  infti- 
gatlon  of  their  tribunes,  tho’  he  fold  all  his 
cffeds  for  payment  of  it ; but  his  friends 
and  clients  contributed  fo  much  to  reim- 
burfe  him  for  this  lofs,  that,  if  he  had  ac- 
cepted of  it,  he  would  have  been  richer  than 
ever  he  was ; but  he  would  take  nothing 
from  them.  What  he  wanted  for  the  ne-  • 
ceflaries  of  life,  his  neared  relations  fup- 
plied  f. 

It  is  with  this  glorious  period  of  the  Ro- 
man hidory,  when  not  only  her  arms  were 


* Livii  epitome,  lib.  46. 
f Livii  lib.  38.  cap.  ult. 
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triumphant  every  where,  and  made  all  the 
Kings  and  nations  then  known  bow  to 
her,  but  her  virtue  was  yet  uncorrupted 
by  the  greateft  temptations  to  which  virtue 
can  be  expofed,  power  and  wealth,  that 
Polybius  clofed  his  hiftory,  of  which  by 
far  the  greater  part  is  loft,  and  particularly 
that  part  which  defcribed  the  vidtories  and 
triumphs  of  the  Romans  over  all  their  e- 
nemies.  This  lofs  is  in  fome  meafure  re- 
paired by  what  is  preferved  of  Livy,  and 
which  very  probably  was  taken  for  the 
greater  pait  from  Polybius.  What  remains 
to  us  of  this  author  chiefly  contains  the 
trials  and  diftrefTes  of  the  Romans,  in  which 
they  ftiowed  themfelves  greater,  if  poflTible, 
than  in  their  greateft  profperity  ; for  Po- 
lybius tells  us,  that  they  were  never  fo 
much  to  be  feared,  as  after  fome  fignal 
lofs  *.  There  is,  however,  ftill  preferved 

* After  giving  an  account  of  the  great  prepara- 
tions they  made  to  repair  the  lofs  they  had  fuftained  in 
the  fecond  battle  with  Hannibal,  he  adds : t<ti 
urt  Tttfctitif  x»i  xcitf  luci  acar  *i}<ar, ’«rar  icvTtvt 

<r({iTr^  ^tCtf  xxnhrcf  Lib.  3.  p.  237.  edit.  Cafauboni, 
lit.  E. 
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to  us  an  account,  given  by  him  in  his  in- 
trodudion  to  his  hiftory,  of  one  war,  in 
which  they  were  luccefsful ; I mean  the 
firft  Punic  war,  in  which  they  fhowed  a 
fpirit  of  refolution  and  perfeverance  that  are 
without  example  in  the  hiflory  of  any  o- 
ther  nation.  In  that  war  they  foon  difco- 
vered,  that,  unlefs  they  could  be  fuperior 
to  the  Carthaginians  by  fea,  as  well  as  by 
land,  they  could  not  conquer  or  preferve 
Sicily,  which  was  the  objedl  of  the  war. 
But  how  were  they  to  acquire  a fuperiori- 
ty  by  fea  over  the  Carthaginians,  the  great- 
eft  naval  power  then  in  the  world  ? they, 
who  had  not  ftiips  of  any  kind,  not  even 
boats,  as  Polybius  tells  us,  that  could  fail  in 
the  fea,  and  who  could  not  even  have 
tranfported  their  troops  to  Sicily  thro’  the 
narrow  frith  which  divides  that  ifland  from 
the  Continent,  except  by  the  fliips  with 
which  their  allies  upon  that  coaft  furnifhed 
them.  They  did  not  fo  much  as  know 
how  to  build  a (hip  of  war,  till  by  accident 
they  got  a Carthaginian  galley  that  had 
run  alhore  ; upon  the  model  of  which 
they  built  a fleet ; and,  having  exercifed 
their  rowers  at  land,  in  the  manner  Poly- 
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bius  has  defcribed,  they  put  to  fea  with  it, 
and,  by  the  afliftancc  of  a grappling  ma- 
chine which  they  invented,  and  by  which 
they  brought  the  enemy’s  fliips  to  clofc 
fight,  and  fo  fupplied  their  defe£t  in  the 
failing  and  managing  the  fhips,  they  beat 
the  Carthaginians  in  a great  battle.  But 
after  this  they  fuffered  fuch  lofles  both 
from  the  enemy  and  by  ftorms,  that  they 
fairly  gave  up  the  fea  ; Some  time  after, 
however,  they  took  to  it  again,  and  fitted  out 
another  fleet,  which  they  loft  by  a great 
ftorm  and  their  unfkillfulnefs  in  naviga- 
tion. Upon  this  they  gave  up  the  fea  a 
fecond  time,  and  were  for  a while  altoge- 
ther without  a fleet : But  having,  by  a 
lucky  accident,  got  hold  of  a Rhodian  gal- 
ley that  was  in  the  feivice  of  the  Cartha- 
ginians, they  built  a new  fleet  upon  a bet- 
ter model  than  that  of  their  former  fhips  ; 
but  it  was  at  the  expence  of  the  private  ci- 
tizens, the  public  treafury  being  quite  ex- 
haufted.  With  this  fleet,  which  failed 
much  better  than  any  they  had  ever  had 
before,  they  defeated  the  Carthaginians  in 
a great  decifive  battle,  which  obliged  them 
to  fue  for  peace.  In  this  firft  Carthaginian 
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war  the  Romans  not  only  fuftained  prodi- 
gious lofTes  by  fea,  but  at  land  loo  they 
loft  in  Africa  a whole  army,  and  the  Con- 
ful  Regulus  whb  commanded  it. 

In  the  fecond  Carthaginian  war  they 
fuftained  lolTes,  not  by  fea,  but  by  land  and 
in  their  own  country,  fuch  as',  I believe, 
there  never  was  a nation,  except  themfelves, 
that  would  not  have  funk  under  them  : 
But,  inftead  of  that,  they  bore  up  againft 
them,  not  only  with  the  greateft  firmnefs 
and  refolution,  but  with  a magnanimity 
which  would  have  done  honour  to  any 
fingle  man  of  the  moft  diftinguiftied  cha- 
rader  ; but,  in  a whole  nation,  was  really 
wonderful,  and  could  not  be  believed,  if  it 
were  not  fo  well  attefted. 

This  war  was  not,  for  the  number  of 
men  engaged  in  it,  near  fo  great  a war  as 
that  of  Xerxes  with  the  Greeks;  nor  would 
the  confecjuences  have  been  fo  great,  if  the 
Carthaginians  had  prevailed  over  the  Ro- 
mans, as  if  Xerxes  had  conquered  Greece* ; 

• See  what  I have  faid  upon  this  fubjeft,  yol.  4. 
of  this  work,  p.  4 1.7. 
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but  it  is,  I think,  a very  much  better  fub- 
je£l  of  hiftory,  as  it  was  of  fo  much  longer 
endurance,  Rnd  the  events  in  it  much  more 
various,  and  even  more  virtue  and  vvifdom 
fliown  in  it,  and  more  of  military  fkill  and 
condudt  not  only  on  the  fide  of  the  Romans, 
but  alfo  of  the  Carthaginians  ; For  there 
never  was  an  enterprife  fo  boldly  underta- 
ken, and  carried  on  for  no  lefs  than  feven- 
teen  years  with  fuch  fuccefs,  as  Hannibal’s 
invafion  of  Italy,  whether  we  confider  the 
difficulties  he  had  to  encounter  before  he 
could  enter  the  country,  not  from  enemies 
only,  but  from  nature,  which  appears  to 
have  fortified  the  entrance  to  Italy  on  the 
fide  of  Gaul,  from  whence  Hannibal  entered 
it,  by  a ridge  of  mountains  hardly  paffable 
byafingle  man,  much  lefs  by  an  army ; and, 
after  he  had  got  into  the  country,  with  the 
lofs  of  more  than  half  of  the  army,  he 
brought  with  him  from  Spain,  he  had  to 
encounter  a force  of  the  Romans  and  their 
allies,  w'hich  confifted,  as  Polybius  has  rec- 
koned it  up,  of  above  700,000  foot,  and 
70,000  horfe  to  which  he  had  nothing 


* Lib.  2 - p.  1 1 3.  Edit.  Cnfauhml, 
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to  oppofe,  but  a weather-beaten  army  worn 
out  with  fatigue,  of  no  more  than  20,000 
foot,  and  6000  horfe  With  this  hand- 
ful of  men  he  beat  the  Romans  in  four 
great  battles,  the  laft  of  them  one  of  the 
moft  decifive  vidories  that  ever  was  gained, 
maintained  himfelf,  as  I have  faid,  17 
years  in  the  country,  and  at  laft  brought 
his  army  out  of  it  unconquered. 

And  here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  ob- 
ferve  how  foon  the  Romans,  after  the  pe- 
riod when  Polybius  clofes  his  hiftory,  fell 
from  that  height  of  glory  which  they  had 
then  attained,  and  that  reputation  for  ju- 
ftice  and  humanity,  which  made  them  fo 
much  loved,  as  well  as  feared  by  all  the 
nations  of  the  world  then  known.  Very 
foon  after  Perfeus  was  defeated  and  taken 
prifoner,  they  pillaged  and  deftroyed  in 
one  day  no  lefs  than  70  cities  in  Epirus 
that  had  revolted  from  the  Romans  and 
joined  Perfeus,  and  made  flaves  of  150,000 
people  ; — the  greateft  calamity,  perhaps, 
that  ever  befel  the  human  race  in  fo  fhort  a 

• Polyb.  lib.  3.  p.  209. 
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fpace  of  time.  This  was  done  in  order  to 
give  the  plunder  to  the  foldiers,  who  had 
got  a tafte  of  the  wealth  and  luxury  of  the 
eaft,  and  could  not  bear  to  fee  all  the 
wealth  of  Macedon  carried  to  the  public 
treafury  at  Rome.  It  was  done,  too,  in 
a manner  unworthy  of  the  Roman  great- 
nefs  and  magnanimity  ; for  ten  of  the 
principal  men  out  of  each  city  were  fent 
for,  and  defired  to  coliedl  all  the  gold  and 
filver  from  each  of  the  cities,  which  was 
under  Hood  to  be  given  as  the  price  of 
the  liberty  they  were  to  enjoy,  as  well 
as  the  Macedonians.  After  this  was  done, 
upon  a fignal  given,  the  foldiers  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  cities,  plundered  them,  and 
demolifhed  the  walls,  making  flaves,,  as  I 
have  faid,  of  the  inhabitants  *.  Another 
thing  they  did  foon  after  this,  was  not  fo 
cruel,  but  more  unjuft : They  infifted  that 
the  Achaean  confederacy  fhould  fend  no 
lefs  than  looo  of  their  principal  men,  of 
whom  Polybius  was  one,  to  Rome,  where 
they  were  detained  as  prifoners  for  no  lefs 
than  17  years,  when  they  were  difmifled  ; 
but,  by  that  time,  no  more  than  300  of  them 

* Livii  lib.  45.  cap.  34. 
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were  alive,  fuch  of  them,  as  had  attempted 
to  make  their  efcape  and  were  catched, 
having  been  put  to  death.  The  pretence 
for  doing  this,  was,  that  they  were  fufpedl- 
ed  of  favouring  Perfeus,  and  endeavouring 
to  perfuade  their  countrymen  to  join  him 
in  the  war  againft  the  Romans  : But  this 
charge  they  denied,  and  defired  to  have  a 
fair  trial,  which,  however,  they  could  not 
obtain  *. 

Not  long  after  this  followed  the  ddftruc- 
tion  of  three  remarkable  cities  by  the  Ro- 
mans, Corinth,  Numantia,  and  Carthage. 
Corinth  was  a Greek  city,  fituated  betwixt 
two  feas  in  the  ifthmus  which  joins  Pelo- 
ponefus  to  the  reft  of  Greece,  and  famous 
for  the  works  of  art  that  adorned  it. 
This  city  Mummiu?  the  Roman  General 
facked,  plundered,  burnt,  put  to  the  fword 
all  the  men,  and  fold  the  women  and  chil- 
dren for  flavesf,  becaufe,  as  Livy  tells  us  J, 


* Paufaniac  lib.  7.  cap.  10. 
t Ibid.  cap.  16. 

J Efitom*  lib.  52. 
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fomc  infult  had  been  offered  there  to  the 
Roman  ambafladors,  probably  by  the  po« 
pulace.  Polybius  was  himfelf  prefent  at 
the  fack  of  this  town^  and  faw  fome  fine 
pidures,  two  particularly  which  he  men- 
tions, thrown  upon  the  ground,  and  the 
foldiers  playing  at  dice  upon  them 

The  deftrudion  of  Numantia,  as  deferi- 
bed  by  Appian,  is  one  of  the  moll  difmal 
tragedies  that  we  read  of  in  hiftory.  The  in- 
habitants of  this  city  appear  to  have  been  as 
valiant  a race  of  men  as  ever  exifted.  They 
were  no  more  than  8000  fighting  men,  horfe 
and  foot ; and  with  fo  fmall  a force  they 
not  only  maintained  their  liberty  and  in- 
dependence againft  the  Romans  for  feveral 
years,  but  defeated  them  in  fundry  battles,  in 
one  of  which,  with  no  more  than  4000  men, 
they  defeated  30,000  Romans  f,  and  com- 
pelled one  of  their  generals  to  make  a 
peace  with  them.  This  peace  the  Romans 

• Of  this  fa£t  we  arc  informed  by  Strabo,  lib.  8. 
The  palTage  is  quoted  by  Cafaubon  in  his  Colle^ion  of 
the  Fragments  of  Polybius,  p.  996. 

V 

f Livii  Epitome  lib,  55. 
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would  not  ratify,  thinking  themfelves  ju- 
ftified  for  not  doing  fo,-'  by  giving  up  the 
general  who  made  it;  but  him  the  Numan- 
tines  would  not  accept,  tho’  they  could  not 
have  been  blamed  if  they  had  taken  him,  and 
put  him  to  the  moft  cruel  death.  Not  moved 
by  this  generofity  of  fo  gallant  a people,  the 
Romans  fent  againft  them  the  heft  general 
they  then  had,  Scipio,  the  fecond  Africa- 
nus,  who  came  againft  their  city  with  an 
army  of  above  60,000  men.  The  Numan- 
tines,  not  difcouraged  by  fuch  a prodigious 
fuperiority  of  force,  offered  him  battle  in 
the  open  field.  But  this  Scipio  declined, 
and  did  what,  Appian  fays,  and,  I believe, 
truly,  no  general  ever  did  before,  be- 
fieged  and  inclofed  in  a city  men  that  were 
willing  to^  fight  him  in  a fair  field.  The 
works  he  made  about  this  city  were  fuch, 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  get  either  into  it 
or  out  of  it : The  confequence  of  which 
was,  that,  tho’  the  Romans  did  not  fo.much 
as  attempt  to  take  the  city  by  ftorm,  the  Nu- 
mantines  were  at  laft  reduced  to  the  greateft 
extremity  by  famine;  infomuch  that  they 
began  to  eat  their  fick  and  ufelefs  people. 
At  laft  they  offered  to  furrender : But  Sci- 
pio would  give  them  no  other  terms,  ex- 
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ccpt  that  of  giving  up  their  arms  and  their 
city  at  difcretion.  Such  terms  a great 
part  of  them  refufed  to  accept,  and  rather 
chofe  to  put  themfelves  to  death.  Of  the 
furviving  Scipio  made  flaves,  all  except 
50,  whom  he  referved  for  his  triumph  j and 
razed  the  city  to  the  very  foundations 

The  third  town  I mentioned  deftroyed 
by  the  Romans  was  Carthage,  which  con- 
tended fo  long  with  them  for  empire.  The 
tragedy  of  this  city  is  ftill  more  lamenta- 
ble than  that  of  Numantia,  and  was  of 
much  longer  endurance ; for  the  fiege 
lafted  three  years,  and  was  concluded  with 
a fack  and  a maffacre  of  the  inhabitants, 
which  lafted,  feven  days.  And  the  Romans 
were  guilty  of  a ftill  greater  breach  of 
faith  to  the  Carthaginians  than  to  the  Nu- 

• Appian  De  Beilis  Hifpanku,  p.  310.— See  hia 
whole  account  of  this  war,  which  is  very  well  worth 
reading.  According  to  Livy,  if  I undcrftand  him 
right,  they  all  killed  themfelves.  (Epitome  lib.  59.) 
The  words  are  : ‘ Numantini,  fame  coafti,  ipfi  I'e,  per 
* vicem  tradentcs,  trucidaverunt.’  What  the  meaning 
of  the  words  per  vicem  tradentcs,  is,  I do  not  well  know} 
but,  I think,  it  is  pretty  plain  he  meant  that  they  all 
killed  themfelves. 
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xnantincs,  and  aded  in  a more  indirect 
manner,  and  which  may  truly  be  called 
knavifli,  altogether  unworthy  of  Roman 
generofity  and  magnanimity.  In  the  firfl 
place,  their  pretence  for  beginning  the 
third  Punic  war  was  the  moil  flender 
that  can  be  imagined.  It  was'  becaufe 
they  had  entered  into  a war,  in  felf-de- 
fence,  with  Mafinifla,  the  ally  of  the  Ro- 
mans ; in  which  war  they  were  worfted, 
and  loft  a great  number  of  men.  In  fatif- 
fadlion  of  this  offence  given  to- the  Ro- 
mans, or  rather'taken  by  them,  as  a pre- 
tence for  deftroying  their  city,  they  firft 
lent,  at  the  defire  of  the  Roman  fenate, 
300  of  the  children  of  their  noble  families 
to  Rome.  Upon  this,  the  fenate  promifed 
that  they  fhould  have  their  liberty  ; but 
they  fent,  however,  both  an  army  and  a 
fleet  againft.  them  ; and  the  conful,  who 
commanded  the  army,  infifted,  that,  in  or- 
der to  have  the  liberty  promifed  them', 
they  muft  give  up  their  arms,  and  all  their 
machinery  for  the  defence  of  the  town. 
Even  this  they  complied  with  : But,  not 
fatisfied  with  this,  the  conful,  in  name  of 
the  fenate,  infifted  that  they  fliould  leave 
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the  town,  which  they  and  their  forefathers 
had  dwelt  in  for  700  years,  and  remove  to 
any  other  place  they  chofe,  at  the  dillance 
of  80  fiadia  from  the  fea a demand  moft 
unexpeded  to  the  Carthaginians,  and  which, 
if  it  was  ever  to  be  made  upon  a people, 
with  whom  they  had  concluded  a treaty  of 
peace  and  amity  upon  their  own  terms, 
which  the  Carthaginians  had  moft  religU 
oufly  obferved,  having  given  up  their  fhips 
and  their  elephants,  and  paid  up  punctual- 
ly the  tribute  impofed  upon  them,  and,  o- 
_ yer  and  above  that,  had  voluntarily  aftifted 
them  in  their  three  wars  with  Philip,  An- 
tiochus,  and  Perfeus,  ought  certainly  to 
have  been  made  before  they  received  the 
hoftages,  or  at  leaft  before*they  took  their 
arms  and  their  warlike  ftores  from  them  ; ‘ 
but  delenda  ejl  Carthago^  was  the  word  a- 
mong  them,  upon  any  pretence,  for  fecurir 
ty  of  their  wealth  and  power.  When  this 
fo  unjuft  and  unexpected  demand  was 
made,  the  Carthaginians,  as  may  well  be  U 
magined,  were  quite  frantic,  and  tore  in 
pieces  the  fenators  who  advifed  them  to 
fend  hoftages,  and  give  up  their  arms. 
But  after  their  fury  bad  fubfided,  they  pre- 
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pared  for  their  defence  j and,  tho’  in  the 
"^noft  deftitute  condition,  without  arms, 
(hips,  or  engines  of  war  of  any  kind,  ha- 
ving contrived,  with  incredible  invention 
and  induftry,  to  make  new  arms  to  them- 
felves,  new  engines,  even  (hips  of  war, 
and  a new  port,  when  the  old  one  was 
blocked  up  by  the  Romans,  they  made  a 
refiftance,  fuch  as  we  do  not  read  of  the 
like  in  hiftory,  for  no  lefs  than  three  years, 
againft  the  force  of  Rome,  then  miftrefs  of 
ahnoil  the  whole  known  world,  worfted 
thbir  enemies  in  feveral  encounters,  till  at 
laft  the  Romans  having  fent  againft  them 
their  beft  general,  the  fecond  Scipio  Afri- 
canus,  who  blocked  up  the  city  both  by 
fea  and  land,  and  thereby  cut  off  from 
thern  all  fupplies  of  provifions,  fo  that  ma- 
ny of  them  died  of  famine,  he  at  laft  took 
the  city  by  ftorm  ; and  continued,  as  I 
have  faid,  the  fack  and  devaftation  of  it 
for  feven  days  ; all  the  circumftances  of 
which  Appian  has  defcribed  fo  pathetical- .. 
ly  *,  (for  he  excels  in  fuch  defcriptions), 
that  one  cannot  read  the  paflage  without 

• De  BtUis  Hifpanicis,  p.  302. 
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horror.  One  remarkable  particular  he  has 
mentionedj'that  Scipio  himfelf  was  fo  much 
moved  with  the  fight,  that  he  fhed  tears  ; 
and,  reflcdiing  upon  the  fate  of  this  and  o- 
ther  great  cities  which  had  been  deftroyed 
in  like  manner,-  he  repeated  the  lines  of 
Homer,  where  he  makes  Hedfor  prophecy 
the  deftrudion  of  Troy  * *,  and,  when  he 
was  alked  by  Polybius,  who  then  happen- 
ed to  be  befide  him,  what  he  meant  by  re- 
peating thefe  verfes  ? he  plainly  applied 
them  to  his  own  city,  prefaging  that  fome 
time  or  other  Rome  might  have  the  fate 
of  Carthage  and  other  great  cities.  This, 
fays  Appian,  Polybius  has  related  in  his 
hiftory  of  this  third  Carthaginian  war. 

This  manner  of  treating  conquered  ci- 
ties was  very  different  from  what  they 
pradiced  in  the  better  times  of  the  com- 
monwealth. Then  they  conquered,  in  the 
manner  Salluft  has  defcribed  in  the  paflage 
above  quoted,  and  deferved  that  fine  eu-n 

, T 
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* Emrai  *«t’  of 

Koi  *■»  Ao»f 

l}|ad  z.  V.  449. 
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logium,  which  Virgil  has  beftowed  on 
them  in  the  following  beautiful  lines  : 

Tu  regere  impcrio  populos,  Ronune,  memento, 

(Hae  tibi  cnint  artes)  pacifque  imponere  morem, 

Farcere  fubjcAis  et  debcilare  fuperbos. 

iEneid.  lib.  6.  ▼.  85a. 

Beiides  the  deftrudion  of  thefe  three  ci- 
ties, I cannot  help  regretting,  that  they  did 
not  fpare,  for  fome  time  longer,  the  laft  re- 
mains of  liberty  in  Greece I mean  th<5 
Cities  of  the  Achaean  league,  but  made  a 
province  of  the  whole  country  of  Greece, 
to  be  governed  by  Roman  laws  and  Ro- 
man magiftrates.  This,  I think,  was  not 
neceflary  for  their  fafety  at  that  time,  af- 
ter they  had  conquered  Macedonia,  and 
bad  driven  the  great  King  of  Afia,  Antio- 
ehus,  beyond  Taurus. 

The  predidlion  of  Scipio  above  men- 
tioned was  fo  far  accomplilhed  in  later 
times,  that  Rome  was  thrice  facked  by  the 
Goths : And  one  of  their  Kings,  Totila, 
had  once  refolved  to  deftroy  it  as  totally 
as  Scipio  had  deftroyed  Carthage  ; for  he 
was  to  have  made  a Iheep-park  of  it»-  and  ' 

u 
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had  aAuall^  demoIUhed  a part  of  the 
walls. 

\ 

Thefe  events  happened  at  a very  diftant 
period  j but  the  decline  of  the  Roman 
manners,  which  ended  in  the  ruin  of  their 
ftate,  began  after  the  conqueft  of  Macedon, 
when  Polybius  concluded  his  hiftory.  And 
fifft,  with  refpefl  to  foreign  ftates,  they 
did  not,  as  1 have  faid,  Ihow  that  benevo- 
lence, goodnefs,  and  compaflion,  which  be- 
fore diftinguiflied  them,  as  the  moft  hu- 
mane and  generous  conquerors  that  ever 
exifted,  and  made  them  the  admiration 
of  mankind  ; on  the  contrary,  in  feme 
of  the  inftances  1 have  given,  they  were 
not  only  not  generous,  but  unjuR  and 
fraudulent,  and  mean  in  their  dealings. 
But,  after  the  deftrudion  of  Carthage, 
they  became  very  much  worfe  j and  thofe 
vices,  which  wealth  and  power  had  produ- 
ced in  them,  having  no  longer  any  objedls 
to  operate  upon  abroad,  turned  againft 
themfelves,  and  made  them  prey  upon  one 
another.  And  accordingly,  after  they  had 
accompliflied  the  long  wiflied  for  deftruc- 
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tion  of  Carthage,  we  have  in  Rome  almoft 
one  continued  fcene  of  diforder  and-confu- 
fion,fa£tionand  fedition,  murders,  maflacrcs, 
profcriptions,  and  bloody  civil  wars,  till 
there  was  an  end  of  their  liberty  and  the 
republic  under  Auguftus  Caefar,  who  was 
fucceeded  by  fome  of  the  moft  cruel  ty-' 
rants  that  we  read  of  in  hiftory.  And  fo 
things  went  on  from  bad  to  worfe,  with 
fome  variety  of  good  Emperors,  but  no 
change  of  the  people  for  the  better,  not  e- 
ven  under  the  reign  of  the  philofopher, 
Marcus  Aurelius,  till  at  laft  the  events 
I have  mentioned  happened  ; and  Rome, 
once  the  ipiftrefs  of  the  world,  and  the 
moft  magnificent  city  that  ever  cxifted  in 
refpecft  of  its  buildings,  and  the  works  of 
art  that  were  there,  colleded  from  every 
part  of  the  world  where  art  was  to  be 
found,  has  undergone  more  defolation  and 
mifery  than  any  city  ever  did  that  was  not 
totally  dcftroyed. 

If  it  be  aflccd,  from  what  caufe  this  won- 
derful change  of  fortune  proceeded  ? the 
anfwer  is  fimple,  and,  I think,  obvious  » 
^rom  money.  It  was  this  that  ruined  Spar-: 
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ta,  as  the  oracle  had  foretold,  tho’  there 
was  very  little  of  it  there  ; and  it  was  this 
that  ruined  all  the  antient  heroic  kingdoms 
in  Greece,  tho’  there  was'ftill  lefs  of  it  in 
them.  But,  little  of  it  as  there  was,  it  made 
tyrants  of  chofe  heroic  Kings  *,  who  con- 
tinued till  the  feveral  ftates,  with  the  affif- 
tance  of  the  Lacedemonians,  got  free  of 
_them,  and,  in  their  place,  eftablilhed  ari- 
ftocracies  or  democracies  t* 

* Thucyd.  lib.  i.  cap.  13. 

f Ibid.  cap.  17.  And  here  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  to  the  wifdom  of  Lycurgus,  more  than  human,  as 
^ the  oracle  thought,  who  recovered  bparta  from  a ftatc 
of  the  greateft  difordcr  and  mifrule,  as  Thucydides,  in 
the  paflage  here  quoted,  informs  us,  and  eftablilhed  in 
it  a government  which  lafted  fo  long,  we  owe  the  arts 
of  Greece  ; for,  if  the  ftates  there  had  continued  un- 
der their  tyrants,  the  fplrits  of  the  people  would  have 
been  debal'ed,  and  they  never  would  have  excelled 
neither  in  arts  nor  arms.  To  the  Lacedemonians 
therefore  in  the  firft  place,  and  in  the  fccond  place 
to  the  Lacedemonians  and  Athenians  joined  together, 
who  drove  Xerxes  cuit  of  Greece,  we  owe  the  prefer- 
vation  of  arts  and  fciences. — See  what  I have  faid  in  p. 
417.  of  the  preceding  volume,  of  the  confequences 
which  would  have  followed,  with  refpe£t  to  arts,  if  the 
Ferfians  had  fucceeded  in  that  enterprife. 


i8d  Tux  Oeicii^  avd  Book  L 

However  paradoxical  it  may  feem,  it  is 
certainly  true,  that  in  every  country  where 
there  is  much  wealth  there  is  more  pover- 
ty : For  wealth  neccllarily  makes  the  rich 
luxurious  ; and,  as  the  lower  fort  of  peo- 
ple always  imitate  the  manners  of  the  great 
and  rich,  luxury  muft  defcend  frqm  them 
to  the  loweft  of  the  people  ; the  confe- 
quence  of  which  is,  that  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  the  people  become  very  poor,  and 
little  better  than  abfolute  beggars  ; and,  as 
there  can  be  no  bounds  fet  to  luxury,  even 
the  rich  become  indigent.  Befides,  money 
begets  money ; and,  therefore,  wealth  of 
neceflity  runs  into  few  hands:  And,  as 
land  is  the  mod  certain  fund  of  wealth, 
the  rich  become  great  monopolizers  of 
land.  -Accordingly,  the  land  of  Italy,  in- 
dead of  being  poOelTed  in  fmall  farms  by 
free  citizens,  as  it  was  of  old,  became  the 
property  of  the  great  and  rich,  and  was 
cultivated,  as  Livy  tells  us,  by  flaves  *.  lit 
this  way  the  people  of  Rome  were  driven 
from  the  Country  into  the  Town  ; where 
they  lived,  as  3allu(l  tells  us,  in  the  great- 


• P.  25.  of  this  vol. 
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eft  iodigence,  having  no  poflfefBons,  nor 
any  thing  but  their  daily  bread  and  this 
waa.furnifhed  tbetn,  for  the  greater  part, 
by  public  diftributiona  of  corn.  When 
Julius  Gaefar  was  Di^tor,  there  were  no 
Icfs^than  320,000  citizens  maintained  in 
that  way,  which  number  Julius  reduced  to 
150,000  f.  This  number  of  poor  muft 
appear  very  extraordinary,  when  we  con- 
fider,  that,  in  the  lift  tenfus  mentioned  by 
Livy,  which  was  made  by  the  fame  Julius, 
there  were  no  more  cenfed  than  150,000:!;, 
that  is,  fo  many  males  above  the  age  of 
puberty.  The  efied,  therefore,  of  wealth 
in  a country  is  not  only  to  corrupt  the 
manners  of  the  rich,  but  very  much  to  in^ 
creafe  the  number  of  the  poor,  and  at  laft 
to  depopulate  the  country  ; as  we  may  fee 
from  the  example  of  ancient  Italy. 

But,  befides  the  influence  of  wealth  up- 
on the  Roman  Bate,  of  wealth  infinitely 

* SallufL  Catalin.  cap.  48. 

f Suetonius  in  Ca^ris  «ira.  cap.'4i, 

r Livii  iTpitwnr  lib.  115.  ' 
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greater  than  that  which  deftroyed  Sparta 
and  the  other  antient  kingdoms  of  Greece, 
and  which  truly  might  be  faid  to  have  been 
the  whole  wealth  of  the  world  at  that  time, 
there  was  an  imperfedion  in  the  Roman 
government  in  later  times,  fo  great  even 
in  that  golden  age  of  the  Roman  ftate,  which 
is  the  fubjed  of  Polybius’s  hiftory,  that  it 
would  have  fallen  to  pieces,  and  deftroy- 
ed itfelf,  as  it  did  in  after  times,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  extraordinary  virtue  of 
the  people  during  that  period.  The  Ro- 
man government,  in  its  original  iriftitution, 
and  as  it  continued  under  the  Kings,  was 
an  heroic  government,  fuch  as  we  find  ob- 
tained in  the  feveral  ftates  of  Greece  at  the 
time  of  the  Trojan  war  ; for,  as  the  Hali- 
carnaffian  has  obferved,  there  was  a great 
refemblance  betwixt  the  inftitutions  and 
manners  of  the  antient  Romans,  and  thofe 
of  the  heroic  ages.  Now  Homer  has  de- 
feribed  to  us  very  exadly  this  heroic  go- 
vernment, at  the  head  of  which  was  a Chief, 
or  King,  a man  of  high  birth,  and  diftin- 
guiihed  from  the  reft  of  the  people  by  fu- 
perior  abilities  both  of  mind  and  body. 
This  King  was  alfifted  in  his  government 
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by  the  men  of  diftinguifhed  rank  among  • 
the  people,  who  compofed  the  /SouAw  >afcr- 
Twp,  or  the  Senatus^  as  the  Romans  called  it. 
The  King  with  this  council  firft  delibera- 
ted what  was  proper  to  be  done  upon  any 
extraordinary  occafion  ; and,  when  they^ 
had  come  to  a' refolution,  they  aflembled- 
the  people,  and  defired  their  concurrence' 
with  what  the  Senate  had  refolved:  For  the- 
- people  were  not  treated  like  flaves,  who 
are  only  to  obey  the  commands  of  a ma- 
ftcr;  but,  like  rational  creatures,  they  were 
to  be  convinced  before  they  aded.  And, 
therefore,  it  was  neceffary,  that  thofe  he- 
roic Kings  ihould  excel  not  only  in  council 
and  fight,  but  in  eloquence  alfo,  fo  as  to 
be  able  to  perfuade  the  people  to  agree  to 
the  refolutions  of  the  fenate.  And  accor- 
dingly we  find  from  Homer,  that  the 
Greek  heroes  valued  themfelves  upon  their 
eloquence,  as  well  as  upon  their  valour.  ' 

The  firft  King  among  the  Romans 
was  undoubtedly,  by  his  mother  at  leaft, 
whoever  might  be  his  father,  of  heroic  race; 
and  I have  no  doubt  but  that  his  100  Se- 
nators, and  the  whole  order  of  Patricians, 
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out  of  which  both  Senators  and  Knights 
were  chofen,  were,  probably  for  the  greater 
part,  of  Trojan  families  that  came  with 
Romulus  from  Alba  to  the  new  city,  5O 
of  which  the  Halicarnallian  tells  us,  were 
exifting  even  in  his  time  *,  The  whole  ad- 
miniftration  of  government  was  in  the 
bands  of  thofe  Patricians,  and  the  people 
only  confulted  upon  extraordinary  occa** 
fions,  fuch  as  the  ele^ion  of  a King. 

And  here  it  may  be  obferved,  that  this 
heroic  form  of  government  feems  to  have 
been  of  very  antient  ufe,  not  only  among 
civilized  nations,  but  among  the  nations 
we  call  barbarous.  The  government  of 
the  Hurons,  the  moft  antient  nation  in 
North  America,  was,  about  the  middle  of 
laft  century  (for,  I believe,  they  are  now 
aimed  quite  exterminated),  as  it  is  deferi* 
bed  by  Gabriel  Sagard  t,  who  was  a miflio* 
nary  for  feveral  years  among  them,  exadly 

* Lib.  t.  Antiqmtatum  cap.  85. 

f See  an  accowit  of  this  author  in  p.  471.  of  the 
fecond  edit,  of  voh  1.  of  this  Work. 
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of  the  fame  kind  with  the  heroic  govern- 
ments in  Greece  j and,  as  I am  very  well 
informed  by  people  that  have  been  in  the 
country,  the  more  fouthern  tribes  of  Indi- 
ans in  that  part  of  the  Continent  are  go- 
verned in  the  fame  way.  And  every 
body,  who  has  been  among  the  Indians, 
knows,  that  a Chief  among  them  is  not  va- 
lued, if  he  does  not  excel,  like  the  Greek 
heroes,  in  eloquence  as  well  as  in  fight. 

The  kingdom  of  Rome  having  ended  in 
the  fame  way  as  the  antient  kingdoms  of 
Greece  above  mentioned,  by  the  avarice 
and  cruelty  of  the  laft  of  the  Kings,  Tar- 
quinius  Superbus,  the  government  that  was 
eftablifhed  after  his  expulfion  was  likewife 
a mixed  government ; but  it  had,  I think, 
too  much  of  democracy  in  its  compofition; 
for,  in  the  firft  place,  the  people  had  the 
eledfion  of  the  magiftrates  that  were  to  go- 
vern them,  particularly  of  the  two  chief 
magiftrates  who  came  in  place  of  the  King, 
and  were  eledfed  annually,  which  put  a 
great  deal  more  power  into  the  hands  of 
the  people,  than  if  they  had  been  for  life, 
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fis  the  Kings  were,  ido.  No  law  could  be 
enacted  but  in  the  aflemblies  of  the  people.  1 

3^/(7,  They  deliberated,  and  determined  al-  1 
fo,  as  to  peace  and  war.  4/0,  They  were 
judges  of  capital  crimes  in  the  laft  refort  *. 

And,  lajlly^  under  the  republic  there  was  an 
alteration  of  the  conftitution,  which  gave 
much  more  power  to  the  people  than  they 
had  under  the  Kings  ; for  then  nothing 
.that  the  people  determined  or  enafted  was 
valid,  unlefs  ratified  by  the  fenate,>and  that 
-*  form  was  kept  up  in  later  times,  but  then,  as 
Livy  tellsus,itwas  no  more  than  a form;  for, 
fays  he,  before  the  people  gave  their  fuffra- 
ges,  the  fenate  ratified  what  they  fhould  do. 

Ills  words  are  ; Prwfquam  populus  Juffra-  | 

giiim  ineat,  in  incertmn  comitiorum  eventum.  ' 
patres  au^ores jiunt  f.  And  1 fhould  have  ' 
thought  the  government  little  better  than 
an  abfoiute  democracy,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  two  things, y/ry?,  the  Ccmitia  Ccnturiata^ 
a moft  political  device,  as  1 have  already 

cbferved  to  moderate  the  power  of  the 

■ 

* See  Poljbius,  lib.  6.  where  a moft  accurate  ac- 
pount  is  given  of  the  different  powers  belonging  to  the 
Senate,  the  People,  and  the  Confuls. 

f liib.  I.  cap.  17. 

$ P.  124.  of  this  yol- 
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people,  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  laid 
the  burden  of  the  taxes  upon  the  richj 
threw  into  their  hands  a great  part  of  the 
power  of  the  ftate  ; and,  fecondly^  the  ma- 
giftrates  and  governours,  tho’  elected  by  the 
people,  muft  be  all  of  the  Patrician  orderj 
that  is,  of  the  befl:  race  of  men  among  them* 
and  who,  therefore,  were  'the  moft  pro- 
per to  govern  them.  And  in  the  hands 
of  thefe  men  was  the  religion  and  the 
wealth  of  the  country,  and  alfo  the  lav/s, 
by  which  every  man’s  private  property 
was  fefured  to  him.  And  yet,  with  all 
thefe  reftraints  upon  the  people, 
think,  that  the  government  was  too  demo- 
cratical.  And  I am  perfuaded,  that,  if  the 
government  of  Sparta  had  been  as  dcmo- 
cratical,  it  never  could  have  lafted  700 
years,  nor  half  that  time.  There  was,  to  be 
fure,  a mixture  of  popular  government  in 
the  Spartan  conftitution  ; for,  upon  extra- 
ordinary,occafions,  we  find  the  people  were 
alTembled  and  confulted;  as  when  they  de- 
liberated whetber  tbcy  fliould  break  the  30 
years  truce  with  the  Athenians,  and  begin 
the  famous  Peloponefian  war  But  there 


* Thucyd.  lib.  i.  cnp.  87. 
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was  a very  fmall  mixture  of  it,  of  which 
we  need  no  other  proof  than  this,  that  we 
read  in  their  hiftory  of  no  divifions  or  dif- 
orders  in  their  ftate  by  difputes  betwixt 
their  Patricians,  or  Spartiates,  as  they  called 
them,  and  the  reft  of  the  Lacedemonians, 
filch  as  we  find  among  the  Romans,  almoft 
every  year,  betwixt  their  Patricians  and 
Plebeians. 

But  in  progrcfs  of  time  the  Roman  go- 
vernment, under  the  republic,  became  more 
and  more  democratical,  till  at  laft  it  was 
little  better  than  a pur6  democracy,  or  ra- 
ther Ochlocracy.  The  firft  ftep  towards  this 
total  change  of  the  government  was  the 
creation  of  the  Tribunes  of  the  people,  by 
which,  as  was  forefeen  at  the  time%  of  one 
ftate  there  were  made  two,  in  oppofition  to 
one  another.  This  event,  as  1 have  faid, 
was  produced  by  money.,  the  root  of  all  e- 
vil,  as  it  is  moft  properly  called  in  our  Sa- 
cred Books,  and  what  is  the  neceflary  con- 
fequence  of  money,  the  wealth  of  a few, 
and  the  poverty  of  many.  If  the  Tribunes 

" P.  136.  of  this  vol. 
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had  been  eleded  in  the  Comitia  CenturiatOy 
inftituted  by  Servius  Tullius,  the  mifchief 
would  not  have  been  fo  great ; for  the  Pa- 
tricians, by  the  means  of  their  Clients  and 
Dependents,  might  in  thofc  Comitia  have 
got  Tribunes  eleded  that  were  in  their  in- 
tereft.  But,  by  the  violence  of  the  Tri- 
bunes, which  had  almoft  brought  things  to 
the  extremity  of  bloodflied,  a law  was  made 
cnading,  that  the  Tribunes  fhould  be  elec- 
ted in  the  Tributa  Comitiay  in  which  every 
man,  whatever  his  rank  or  fortune  was, 
had  an  e4ual  vote 

But  the  demands  of  the  people  ftill  rofe 
higher  ; and  at  laft  they  got  a law  enad- 
ed,  by  which  every  law  that  pafled  in  the 
Comitia  ‘Tributa  was  binding  upon  the 
whole  citizens  f,  by  which  the  legiflative 
power  was  put  wholly  into  the  hands  of 
the  people. 


* See  the  account  of  this  law  given  by  Livy,  lib.  2. 

cap.  56.  57.  & 58. See  alfo  what  I have  faid  in  p. 

139.  of  this  vol.  of  the  difference  betwixt  the  three 
kinds  of  Ccm'itia,  viz.  Centuri/iia,  Curiata,  and  2” ributa. 

f Dionyf.  lib.  ii.  cap.  4^. 
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The  Patiicians,  however,  ftlll  continued 
a diftindl;  order  of  men  from  the  Plebeians  ; 
nor  was  their  race  contaminated  by  any 
mixture  with  them.  But  this,  too,  the 
Tribunes  got  altered  ; and  a law  was  made 
permitting  what  the  Decemvirs  had  prohi- 
bited, and  which  was  part  of  the  common 
law,  and  the  conftiiution  of  the  country  j — - 
the  marriage  of  Patricians  and  Plebeians. 
By  this  law  the  race  of  governing  men  was 
confounded  with  the  people  who  were  to 
be  governed,  and  that  diftindtion  deftroy- 
ed,  which  I hold  to  be  eftablilhed  by  na- 
ture among  all  herding  animals,  betwixt 
thofe  who  are  fit  to  lead,  and  thofe  who 
by  nature  are  deftined  only  to  follow.  Such 
a mixture  of  races  muft  produce  the  fame 
effect  among  men,  as  we  know  the  mix- 
ture of  horfes  of  blood  with  common  hor- 
fes  produces  in  the  horfe  kind  ; for  1 hold 
that  Horace  argues  well,  when  he  fays : 

Fortes  creantur  fortibus  et  bonis  ; 

Eft  in  juvencis,  eft  in  equis  patrum 

Virtus. Carminum  lib.  4.  ode  4. 

And  he  might  have  faid  the  fame  of  all 
animals  ; for  I hold,  that  the  e.xcelicncy  of 
every  fpecies  of  animals  is  confined  to  a 
few  races,  or  families,  in  that  fpccies. 
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As  yet,  however,  the  Patricians  retained 
the  right  of  being  Confuls  only  ; fo  that  ’ 
they  ftill  had  in  their  hands  the  executive 
power  of  government,  tho’  eleded  by  the 
people,  and  under  the  controul  of  thg  po- 
pular aflembly  of  the  Comitia  Tributa ; but 
this  laft  of  their  privileges  was  alfo  taken 
from  them,  and  the  Tribunes  carried 
through  a law,  by  which  Confuls  might  be 
chofcn  out  of  the  Plebeians.  From  that 
time,  I hold  that  the  Roman  government 
ceafed  to  be  a mixed  government,  and  may 
be  faid  to  be  altogether  popular. 

The  confequences  of  fo  great  a change, 
pnd  fo  much  for  the  worfe,  foon  appeared. 
The  firft  Plebeian  Conful  that  commanded 
an  army  fell  into  an  ambufh,  was  killed, 
and  his  army  totally  routed  ; upon  which, 
tho’  it  was  a great  public  calamity,  the  Pa- 
tricians exulted,  as  it  may  be  believed,  ve- 
ry much,  faying,  that  the  people  by  a law 
might  fo  far  offer  violence  to  the  religion 
of  the  country,  as  to  take  from  them  the 
right  of  aufpices,  of  which  they  had  been 
in  pofieflion  fince  the  foundation  of  Rome, 
but  they  could  not  perfuade  the  immortal 
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Gods  to  give  fuccefs  to  enterprifes  under- 
taken under  fuch  unhallowed  aufpices  * : 
For,  till  this  law  was  made,  the  au/picia^ 
by  which  the  Romans  were  diredked  in  all 
their^ enterprifes,  were  intirely  in  the  hands 
®f  the  Patricians,  as  indeed  was  the  whole 
religion  of  the  country.  A much  greater 
calamity  than  this  did  afterwards  befall 
them  under  a Plebeian  Conful,  the  greateft 
that  ever  they  fuffered  from  a foreign  ene- 
my. This  was  the  battle  of  Cannae^  where 
Terentius  Varro,  the  fon  of  a butcher,  com- 
manded as  Conful.  He  was  chofen  by  the 
people,  as  a vere  pleheius  or  novus  homoy 
and  preferred  to  two  Patricians  who  flood 
againft  him  f ; for  the  Tribunes  told  them, 
that  the  Plebeians,  who  had  been  promo- 
ted to  Curule  offices,  and  in  that  way  had 
become  noble,  adopted  the  fentiments  of 
the  Patricians  and  the  antient  nobility,  and 
no  longer  minded  the  interefts  of  the  peo- 
ple t. 

• Livii  lib.  7.  cap.  6. 

f Ibid.  lib.  2t.  cap.  35. 

Ibid.  cap.  34. 
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Thefe,  and  many  other  mlfchiefs  which 
might  be  mentionedj  were  all  owing  to 
the  prevalence  of  the  popular  government 
among  them.  It  was  by  their  driving  in- 
to exile  the  greateft  general  they  then  had, 
Camillus,  that  their  city  was  taken  and  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  Gauls,  and  all  that  was  left 
of  their  power  and  glory  was  nothing  but 
the  Tarpeian  rock,  which  was  alfo  Very 
near  taken,  and  only  faved  by  the  valour 
and  ftrength  of  one  of  their  citizens.  It 
was  the  popular  fadion,  too,  that  reduced 
to  a ftate  of  beggary,  as  I have  obferved  * 
Lucius  Scipio,  who  firft  carried  their  arms 
into  Afia,  defeated  the  greateft  King  of  the 
£aft,  Antiochus,  and  brought  into  the  pu- 
blic treafury  prodigious  wealth.  His  bro- 
ther the  firft  AfricanuSjto  whom  they  owed 
the  prefervation  of  their  ftate,  and  who, 
perhaps,  was  the  greateft  man  they  ever  had,* 
they  drove  out  of  their  city,  to  fome  ob- 
feure  place  upon  the  coaft  of  Baiae,  whera 
he  died,  and  was,  by  his  own  order,  buried, 
being  refolved  not  ter  leave  even  his  bones 
in  his  ungrateful  country. 

* P.  168.  of  this  volume. 

VoL.  V.  . c c 
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The  reader  may  perhaps  think  it  ftrange, 
that,  in  a work  which  profefles  to  treat  on- 
ly of  ftile,  I Ihoiild  have  faid  fo  much  of 
the  fubjed  of  Polybius’s  hiftory  ; but  it  is 
by  the  choice  of  the  fubjed,  a material 
thing  in  every  work,  that  the  hiftory  of 
' Polybius,  is  diftinguiOied  above  all  the  hi- 
ftories  that  ever  weie  written  ; for  it  is  the 
hiftory  of  the  moft  glorious  period  of  the 
nobleft  people,  and  the  greateft  in  arms  and 
government  that  ever  exifted.  The  choice 
of  the  fubjed  is  one  reafon,  and,  I think, 
a good  one,  why  the  Halicarnaftian  has 
preferred  the  hiftory  of  Herodotus  to  that 
of  Thucydides  * ; and  for  the  fame  reafon, 
I think,  the  hiftory  of  Polybius  preferable 
to  any  other  hiftory,  at  leaft  of  Roman  af- 
fairs. I thought  it  alfo  not  improper  to 
ffive  fome  account  of  the  fajl  of  the  Ro- 
mans  from  a ftate  of  fuch  high  exaltation  ; 
for  Polybius  has  told  us  in  more  than  one 
place,  that,  unlefs  we  can  difeover  the  rea- 
fons  and  caufes  of  events,  we  do  not  pro- 
fit by  the  reading  of  hiftory. 

* See  vol.  4.  p.  419.  of  this  work. 
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I will  fay  no  more  of  the  fubjeft  of  Po- 
lybius’s hiftory,  except  to  add,  that  it  was 
•moft  proper  for  recommending  what  may 
be  called  the  moral  of  the  hiftory  both  of 
the  Halicarnaflian  and  of  Polybius,  name- 
ly, a fubmiffion,  by  all  other  nations,  to  the 
government  of  the  Romans,  as  a people 
deftined  by  God  and  Nature,  and  fitted  by 
their  laws  and  inftitutions,  to  be  the  rulers  , 
of  mankind,  degenerate  as  men  then  were ; 
and  that  therefore  the  nations  could  do  no- 
thing better,  or  more  for  their  own  inte- 
reft,  than  to  fubmit  to  their  government, 
it  being  for  the  intereft  of  every  individual, 
as  well  as  of  every  nation,  to  be  governed 
by  better  men  than  themlelves. 

Of  this  fo  noble  a fubjeft  Polybius  has 
made  the  moft  iriftrudive  hiftory  that  ever 
was  written,  and  the  heft  fchool  in  which 
a man  can  be  formed,  either  for  civil  or 
military  bufinefs.  And  there  was  no  man 
more  fit  to  write  a hiftory  of  that  kind,  as 
he  was  both  a ftatefman  and  a loldier,  and 
had  been  employed  in  great  affairs  of  both 
kinds.  He  was  a man  of  birth  and  rank, 
being  the  fon  of  Lycortas,  the  praetor  of  the 
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Achaean  league,  and  was  employed  by  his 
country  in  public  bufinefs  of  the  greatcft 
confequence.  And,  when  by  the  misfor-* 
tunes  of  his  country  he  was  brought  to 
Rome,  there  his  merit,  for  it  could  be  no- 
thing elfe,  releafed  him  from  captivity,  and 
made  him  be  taken  notice  of  by  the  great- 
eft  men  of  thofe  times,  particularly  the  firft 
Scipio,  and  his  friend  Laelius,  with  whom 
he  lived  in  the  greateft  intimacy.  And  he 
was  the  educator  and  inftrudlor  of  the  le- 
cond  Scipio  Africanus  *,  by  whom  he  was 
employed  in  military  affairs  when  Scipio 
took  Carthage  and  put  an  end  to  the  third 
Carthaginian  war.  And,  as  to  his  re- 
putation in  his  own  country  of  Arcadia, 
the  many  ftatues  eredted  to  him  there  bear 
V’itnefs  ; one  particularly  in  the  town  of 
Acacefus,  with  this  moft  honourable  in? 
fcription  : ‘ That,  if  the  Greeks  had  fol- 
‘ lowed  his  advice,  they  would  pot  at  firfl; 


* This  is  a circiimftance  of  his  life  very  probable 
indeed  in  itfdf,  but  recorded  by  no  author  fo  far  as  I 
know,  except  by  Appian  Dr  Beilis  Punids,  in  a paflagp 
quoted  above,  p 183.  where  Appian  relates  what  P<v 
lybius  heard  Scipio  fay,  when  he  faw  the  defolation  of 
Cuithagc.  ' ■ ■ 
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‘ have  erred  ; but,  having  erred,  he  alone 
* faved  them  from  deftrudiion  The 
meaning  of  which  is,  that  he  was  at  great 
pains  to  diffuade  the  Achaeans  from  break- 
ing with  the  Romans  ; but,  having  failed 
in  that,  he  had  intereft  enough  with  the 
great  men  of  Rome  to  procure  them  the 
beft  terms  after  their  defeat.  And  the  fame 
author  tells  us,  that  he  was  employed  by 
the  Romans  to  fettle  the  government  of 
the  feve'ral  cities  belonging  to  the  Achaean 
league,  and  to  give  them  laws.  Confider- 
ed,  therefore,  as  a man  of  bufinefs  and  ac- 
tion, I know  only  two  othei  hiftorians  of 
antiquity  that  can  be  compared  with  him, 
Julius  Caefar  and  Xenophon, 

In  this  refpedt  he  was  far  fuperior  not 
only  to  Livy,  but  to  Dionyfius,  who  was 
nothing  but  a man  of  letters,  a rhetorician, 
and  an  excellent  writer.  Polybius,  there- 
fore, by  his  experience  of  bufinefs  and  ob- 
fervations,  muft  have  been  able  to  relate  ci- 
vil tranfadions,  and  the  intercourfe  betwixt 
different  nations,  and  particularly  military 

* Faufanias  in  Arcadkis, 
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operations,  (of  which  it  was  impoflible  jthe 
HalicarnaiTian  could  have  any  knowledge, 
except  by  reading  books),  much  better  than 
the  Halicarnaffian  : And  we  are  further  to 
obferve,  that  he  had  a much  better  oppor- 
tunity of  being  informed  of  what  he  re- 
lates of  the  fccond  Punic  war,  and  down- 
wards to  the  cxtin£tion  of  the  Macedonian 
empire,  which  is  what  he  calls  his  Hiftory, 
(the  two  books  before  it  being  no  more  than 
an  introdudlion),  and  which  may  be  confi-' 
dered  as  the  hiftory  of  his  own  times ; for  he 
relates  nothing  during  that  period  but  what 
he  might  have  been  informed  of  by  perfons 
then  living.  And  that  he  was  at  the  utmoft 
pains  to  get  fuch  information,  his  hiftory  it- 
felf  bears  witnefsj  tho’  he  had  not  told  us  fo. 
But,  befides  he  has  told  us,  that,  with  re- 
fpedf  to  the  adlions  of  Scipio  in  the  fecond 
Punic  war,  he  had  his  information  from 
Laelius,  his  friend  and  afliftant  in  all  his 
exploits.  And,  with  refpedl  to  Hannibal, 
it  appears  that  he  had  feen  a record  made 
out  by  him,  relating  to  the  ftate  in  which 
he  left  affairs  when  he  marched  to  invade 
Italy  : And  he  has  given  us  an  accurate 
account,  taken  from  a monument  Which 
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was’to  be  feen  in  Italy  in  his  time,  name- 
ly a column  in  the  town  of  Lacinium,  of 
the  army  with  which  Hannibal  entered  I- 
taly,  viz.  20,000  foot,  and  6000  horfe ; 
and  this  pillar,  with  thefe  numbers  engra- 
ved upon  it,  he  fays,  was  ereded  by  Han- 
nibal himfelf  *.  Whereas  Livy  has  given 
us  no  more  than  reports  upon  this  fub- 
jedl,  exceedingly  different  from  one  an- 
other t*  And,  that  he  might  be  the  bet- 
ter able  to  defcribe  the  military  adions  he 
mentions,  he  took  the  trouble  of  going  to  the 
places  where  they  happened,  and  particu- 
larly, he  fays,  he  went  to  the  place  where 
Hannibal  pafled  the  Rhone  and  the  Alps, 
and  informed  himfelf  by  people  then  li- 


• Lib.  3.  p.  209.  lit.  B. 

f Livii  lib.  21.  cap.  38.  I obferrc  that  Polybius 
was  very  curious  about  anticnt  monuments  when  he 
he  could  find  them ; and  he  has  given  us  a copy  of 
one  very  antient,  and  in  a language  fo  different  from 
the  Latin  that  was  fpoken  in  his  time,  that  it  was 
hardly  underftood  by  the  moft  learned  among  the  Ro- 
mans. This  was  .the  firll  treaty  that  was  made  be- 
twixt the  Romans  and  Carthaginians  under  the  firft 
Confuls,  Brutus  and  Marcus  Horatius,  and  which  was 
ftill  preferved  in  Rome,  when  Polybius  wrote  his  hi- 
ftory.  (Polybius,  lib.  3.  p.  177.) 
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ving,  who  had  been  eye-witneffes  of  what 
had  happened,  of  an  event,  which,  by  ma- 
ny hiftorians  that  had  written  before  him, 
had  been  reprefented  as  altogether  fuper- 
natural,  and  not  to  have  been  effeduated 
but  by  the  immediate  affiftance  of  the  Gods. 
He  was  alfo  in  Spain,  which  was  the  fcene 
of  the  great  adions  performed  by  the  firft 
Scipio ; and  indeed  he  appears  to  have 
been  in  almoft  every  part  of  the  world  then 
known.  And  his  travels  were  not  confined 
to  the  land ; for  he  was  entrufted  with  the 
command  of  a fleet,  which  was  fent  by  the 
Romans  to  make  difcoveries  in  the  Atlan- 
tic ocean  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  *. 

For  thefe  reafons,  it  is  evident,  that  the 
fads  related  by  Polybius  muft  be  much 
better  authenticated  than  thofe  colleded  by 
the  HalicarnafTian  from  antient  authors, 
none  of  whom  wrote  the  hiftory  of  their 
own  times,  (for  writing  hiftory,  as  he  tells 
us,  began  very  late  among  the  Romans), 
but  related  what  they  wrote  from  tradition 


* Polybil  lib.  3.  p.  211.  lit.  D. — Plinii  Nat.  Hift. 
lib.  j.  cap.  I. 
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or  commoo  report.  At  the  fame  time,  I 
am  perfuaded,  that  Polybius  was  not  learn- 
ed enough  to  have  written  fuch  a book  of 
Archeology  as  the  firft  book  of  Diony- 
fius,  or  to  have  colleded  from  fo  many  au- 
thors, Greek  and  Latin,  the  hiftory  of  the 
firft  ages  of  Rome. 

As  to  the  matter^  therefore,  I think  the 
hiftory  of  Polybius  more  valuable  than 
that  of  the  Halicarnaflian,  not  only  becaufe, 
as  I have  obferved,  he  writes  the  hiftory  of 
the  nobleft  period  of  the  Roman  ftate, 
when  they  excelled  all  other  nations  not 
only  in  arms,  but  in  virtue  and  goodnefs ; 
but  becaufe  he  was  a man  of  bufinefs,  and 
much  better  informed  of  the  fads  he  re- 
lates than  the  Halicarnaflian  poflibly  could 

be,  of  thofe  which  are  the  fubjed  of  his  hi- 

« 

ftory.  And  he  appears  to  me  to  have  been^ 
alfo  better  informed,  than  Livy,  of  fomc 
fads  particularly  of  one  very  important  fad, 
namely,  the  taking  of  Rome  by  the  Gauls. 
That  Rome  was  fo  taken,  both  Polybius 
and  Livy  agree  : But  Livy  fays,  that  the 
Gauls  were  defeated  by  Camillus,  the  Ro- 
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man  General,  in  two  battles;  in  the  laft  of' 
which  they  were  totally  deftroyed,  et  ne  nun- 
cius  quidem  cladis  reVtSlus  *.  Whereas  Poly- 
bius fays,  that  they  made  peace  with  the  Ro- 
mans upon  their  own  terms,  and  went  off 
quietly  in  order  to  defend  their  country  a- 
gainft  a neighbouring  nation,  whom  he  calls 
Venetiy  who  had  invaded  themt.  I do  not 
believe  that  Livy  has  willingly  falfified  this 
fadl  ; but  has  copied  it  from  fame  Roman 
hiftorian  before  his  time,  who  thought  it 
was  not  for  the  honour  of  the  country  that 
the  Gauls,  after  taking  the  city,  ftiould  go 
off  with  impunity,  and  therefore  invented 
the  ftory  of  Camillus  defeating  and  deftroy- 
ing  the  whole  army  of  Gauls  ; but  Polybi- 
us, I think,  could  hardly  be  miftaken  as  to 
a fait,  which  happened  not  200  years  be- 
fore his  time,  and  could  not  then  have  been 
forgotten,  neither  by  the  Romans  them- 
felves  nor  by  the  neighbouring  nations. 
And  he  certainly  had  no  prejudice  againft 


* Livii  lib.  5.  cap.  49. 

t Polybii  lib.  i.  p.  5.  lit.  E. ; et  lib.  2.  p; 
lit.  C. 
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the  Romans  or  favpur  for  the  Gauls,  that 
could  have  made  him  mifreprefent  the  fa£t 
fo  much. 

The  fubjed,  too,  of  Polybius’s  hiftory 
is  more  comprehenfive  than  the  Halicar- 
naffian’s*  fubjed,  not  indeed  in  point  of 
time}  (for  it  does  not  take  in  near  fo  many 
years),  but  in  this  refped,  that  he  does  not 
confine  his  hiftory  to  the  Romans,  but 
mixes  it  with  the  hiftory  of  other  nations, 
with  whom  the  Romans  had  intercoufe  af- 
ter they  had  carried  their  arms  firft  to  Si- 
cily, then  to  Spain,  Greece,  Macedonia, 
and  Afia  5 and  indeed  from  that  time  the 
hiftory  of  Rome  became  the  hiftory  of  the 
world,  as  far  as  it  was  then  known  ; fo 
that,  as  he  obferves,  the  hiftory  of  Rome 
could  not'  have  been  underftood  without 
relating  many  particulars  concerning  thofe 
other  nations. 

And  not  only  has  he  given  us  much  in- 
formation, and  information  that,  I think, 
was  neceflary,  concerning  the  affairs  of  o- 
ther  nations ; but  alfo,  where  he  treats  on- 
ly of  Roman  affairs,  he'has  many  digref^ 
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fions  upon  the  fubjedt  of  their  government, 
and  particularly  their  military  difcipline, 
Upon  this  laft  mentioned  fubje<S  I do  not 
remember  that  the  Halicarnaflian  has  faid 
any  thing ; and  indeed  I believe  he  was  as  . 
incapable  to  give  the  reader  any  informa- 
tion concerning  it  as  Livy  was  : *Whereas 
Polybius  appears  to  have  underftood  mili- 
tary affairs  perfedly  well ; and  his  defcrip- 
tions  of  battles  arc  fo  accurate  and  lively, 
that  they  may  be  called  pidures,  which  we 
not  only  undcrlland  but  fee,  and  imagine 
ourfelves.  prefent  in  them : And  he  never 
fails  to  let  us  know  by  what  councils  and 
condud  the  feveral  battles  were  won  or 
loft.  His  battles,  therefore,  I perfedly  un- 
dcrftand,  as  I do  thofe  of  Julius  Caefar  ; 
whereas  there  are  few  battles  defciibed  hy 
Livy  that  I can  make  fenfe  of. 

Before  I have  done  with  the  matter  of 
Polybius,  I cannot  help  obferving,  that,'  if 
we  had  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  Halicar- 
naflian and  of  Polybius  preferved  to  u's,  it 
would  be  the  fineft  body  of  hiftory  in  the 
world,  containing  the  rife  and  progrefs  of 
{he  greateft  people  that  ever  exifted,  from 
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their  firft  oiigin  down  to'  the  zenith  of 
their  power  and  glory.  IL  it  could  be  yet 
recovered,  it  would  be  the  greateft  difco- 
very  that  has  been  made  fince  the  re- 
ftoration  of  letters;  And  I have  fome  hopes 
that  it  may  be  difcovered  ; for  I have  cer- 
tain information,  that  there  is  a MS.  of 
Livy  in  the  Emperor  of  Morocco’s  library 
at  Fez,  If  it  fliould  be  a complete  copy, 
containing  the  105  books  of  Livy  that  are 
loft,  even  that  would  be  a great  acquifition. 
But  I ftiould  think  it  a much  greater,  if  the 
hiftories  of  the  Halicarnaffian  and  Polybi- 
us could  be  found  complete;  and,  I think,' 
it  not  impoffible  that  they  will  be  fo  found; 
And  indeed  it  appears  to  me  more  extra- 
ordinary that  Livy  fliould  be  there  found, 
than  that  any  Greek  author  fliould  not  be 
found,  as  it  is  well  known  that  the  Arabi- 
ans were  much  more  curious  about  the 
Greek  than  the  Roman  learning.  One 
thing  I know,  that  Mr  Mattra,  our  Conful 
at  Morocco,  who  is  authorifed  by  our  go- 
vernment to  fearch  for  MSS.  in  the  Em- 
peror’s library,  will  not  be  wanting  in  di- 
ligence to  procure  them  ; for  I know  the 
man,  and  correfpond  with  him. 
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But,  as  much  as  the  Hallcarnaflian  is  in- 
ferior to  Polybius  in  the  mattery  fo  much 
and  more  he  furpafles  him  in  the  Jlile  of 
his  hiftory  ; for  the  ftile  of  .Polybius  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  not  Attic  Greek,  but  the 
common  Greek  of  the  times,  as  it  •was  fpo- 
ken  in  Peloponefus,  with  a mixture  of  fome 
idioms  peculiar  to  his  country  ; for  that 
there  are  fuch  Mcgalapolitan  idioms,  as  I 
call  them,  in  Polybius,  is  not  only  my  opi- 
nion, but  appears  to  have  been  the  opinion 
of  a very  learned  man  of  the  laft  age, 

, namely,  Burman  ; for  there  is  a copy  of 
Polybius  in  the  Advocates  library  in  Edin- 
burgh, which  once  belonged  to  Burman  j 
and  there  is  a note  of  his  hand  writing  up- 
on the  margin  of  a paflage  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  firft  book,  where  Polybius 
fpeaks  of  the  utility  of  hiftory,  a topic,  fays 
he,  which  not  one  or  two  have  enlarged 

ft  • 

upon,  aAA  aTravTgs,  cttos 
aeAgj  xe^privTat  tovtu.  Hoc  Graeci  dicunty 
fays  Burman,  GpvAP^eiv  avoj  xarw.  From 
thefe  words,  one  ftiould  believe,  that  Bur- 
man did  not’think  he  wrote  Greek.  But 
I am  of  a different  opinion,  and  think  it  is 
Greek  and  very  intelligible,  and  his  ftile 


« 
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would  be  full  as  clear  and  perfpicuous  as 
that  of  Herodotus,  if  his  idioms  were  as 
carefully  colledted  and  explained,  as  thofe 
of  Herodotus  are  by  Henry  Steven 

• 

But,  clear  and  perfpicuous  as  it  is,  the 
fenfe  of  it  is  miftaken  in  fome  places  by 
Livy,  and  in  fome  very  important  paflages; 
one  1 have  already  mentioned,  where  he 
makes  nonefenfe  of  a‘great  battle  which  the 
Conful  Flaminius  had  with  Philip  King  of 
Macedon,  when  the  Romans  firft  encoun- 
tered that  phalanx,'  which  had  conquered 
fo  great  a f>art  of  the  world.  I will  here 
give  another  example  of  a like  miftake  of 
his.  It  is  where  he  defcribes  the  pafTage 
of  Hannibal  over  the  Alps,  which  he  has 
copied  from  Polybius;  and  indeed  he  could 
not  follow  a better  author  than  one  who. 


* I had  begun  a colleftfon  of  thefe  idioms ; but  I 
found  them  fo  numerous,  that  I grew  weary  of  the  talk, 
and  was  fatisfied  to  underftand  them  by  Cafaubon’s 
tranllation,  tho’,  I think,  fome  of  them  he  has  not 
tranllated  well ; as  for  example,  'tfitUytv,  he  has 
tranllatcd  ex  compa^u,  (p.  261.  of  his  edition).  Now, 
I think,  it  is  clear*  that  it  fignifics  nothing  more  than 
etnftjfedl-j  and  without  d\fpute. 
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as  he  has  told  us,  had  been  upon  the  fpot, 
and,  by  the  information  he  had  got  from 
people  who  were  ftill  living,  and  had  been 
cye-witnefles  of  what  they  told  him,  could 
trace  the  paflage  of  Hannibal  over  the 
Alps,  a journey  which  he  himfelf  made 
He  fays,  that,  in  going  down  the  Alps,  the 
Carthaginians  came  to  a great  flough,  or 
gulf,  of  extent  a Jladium  and  a half*  that  is, 
above  750  feet.  The  difficulty  of  pafling  here 
Polybius  has  moft  accurately  defcribed.  It 
was  caufed  by  the  new  fnow  which  had 
fallen  above  the  old  of  laft  year.  This  new 
fnow  being  foft  and-  not  very  deep,  they 
cafily  got  through  it,  and  came  to  the  old 
fnow,  upon  which,-  being  hard  and  firmj 
they  Aid  as  upon  ice ; and,  when  they  fell, 
and  endeavoured  to  rife  again,  ftruggling 
with  their  feet  and  hands,  this  only  ferved 
to  carry  them  the  fafter  down  the  hill. 
The  horfes  that  carried  their  luggage,  when 
they  fell  and  endeavoured  to  get  up  again, 
piercing  thro’  the  under  fnow,  ftuck  in 
it,  and  remained  fixed  as  if  they  had  been 
frozen  in  it.  For  thefe  reafons,  finding 

I 

• Lib.  3.  p.  30i.  lit.  C. 
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that  the  fnow  was  impaflable,  unlefs 
a way  was  made  through  it,  he  fell  to 
work,  and  in  one  day’s  time  filled  up  the 
Hough,  fo  that  his  cavalry  and  baggage 
horfes  could  pafs  over  it ; and  in  two  days 
more  he  made  it  paffable  for  his  elephants*. 
Now,  in  this  way,  it  is  not  at  all  incredible, 
that  the  paflage  fhoukl  have  been  made  ; 
but,  in  the  way  that  Livy  has  told  the  ftory, 
it  is  abfolutely  incredible  ; for,  inftead  of 
a Hough  or  gulph,  he  has  made  a precipice 
of  no  lefs  than  a thoufand  feet.  And  it 
was  a rock,  he  fays,  which  hardly  a fingle 
man  unarmed  could  go  down,  hanging  by 
Ihrubs  and  roots.  The  rock,  he  fays,  was 
diflblved  by  vinegar  poured  upon  it  when 
it  was  hot ; a fable  which  Juvenal  has  ve- 
ry juftly  ridiculed.  And  in  this  way,  ha- 
ving confumed  a thoufand  feet  of  rock,  he, 
in  the  fpace  of  four  days,  made  a way  o- 
ver  it  for  his  elephants  J.  When  the  reader 
compares  thefe  two  narratives,  he  muft  fu- 

• Lib.  3.  p.  207.  lit.  E.  ; et  p.  208.  lit.  A. 

f Livii  lib.  21.  cap.  36.  et  37. 
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fpe£t,  not  that  Polybius,  who  was  fo  well 
informed,  has  told  fo  incredible  a ftory, 
but  that  Livy  has  miftaken  his  meaning  *. 

Cafaubon,  the  tranflator  of  Livy,  was  a 
very  learned  man  ; and  his  tranflation,  upr 
on  the  whole,  is,  I believe,  the  heft  tranfla- 
tion that  we  have  of  any  Greek  author.  But 


* Polybius’s  words  are,  (lib.  3.  p.  207.)  That  they 
came  to  a place  in  defcending  the  Alps  '•»  •bti  rtit  hf‘- 

H(  tvTl  r'tif  iurtcTtitvf  ;re>ftA4iii>  rigr  mraTiiTM, 

Ttf  ytf  etrfffnytf  *«i  rtv  (tfr 
0vmi,  TST(  }f  xai  /tccX?i.cy  iti  yr^crfiCTUf  Now, 

the  three  half  ftadia,  which  Livy  underllood  to  be  the 
depth  of  the  gulph,  is  only  its  extent  in  length ; for  this 
the  Greek  words  clearly  denote.  And  it  is  evident,  from 
the  account  which  Polybius  gives  of  the  difficulty  of 
paffing  it,  that  it  was  not  a precipice,  as  Livy  has  dc- 
feribed  it,  but  a very  llippery  path,  down  which  men 
might  have  Hid,  but  horfes,  efpecially  if  they  were  load- 
ed, could  not  pafs,  much  lefs  elephants.  The  difficul- 
ties of  the  paflage,  which  Polybius,  as  I have  obferved, 
has  deferibed  moft  accurately,  but  Livy  in  fuch  a man- 
ner, that  1 ffiould  not  have  underllood  him,  if  I had  not 
before  read  Polybius,  Livy  applies  to  the  hills  at  fome  di- 
ftance  from  this  paflage,  and  not  to  the  palTage  itfelf. 
And  thefe  difficulties  he  reprefents  as  unfurmountablc } 
and  therefore,  fays  he,  Hannibal  was  obliged  to  diffiolyc 
the  rock,  1000  feet  high,  with  vinegar. 
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I have  obferved  feme  places  in  which,  I 
think,  he  has  miftaken  the  fenfe.  In  the 
Very  paflage  juft  now  quoted  concerning 
the  gulph  or  flough,  w'hich  Hannibal  met 
with  in  defeending  the  Alps,  he  feems  to 
have  underftood  the  defeription  of  it  as  Li- 
vy has  done  ; for  he  deferibes  it  thus  : 
Locus,  jam  ante  praeceps  in  pedes  fere  cen- 
tum nonaginia,  recenti  infuper  lapfu  terrae 
magis^erat  abruptus.  And,  in  his  tranfla- 
tion  of  the  account  of  the  battle  of  Cannae, 
he  has  fallen  into  a very  material  error  *. 

* It  is  where  I*olyhiils  relates  the  way  iri  which 
Tcrentius  Varro  ranked  his  foot  in  that  battle.  After 
having  told  us,  that  he  drew  up  his  horfe  upon  the 
right  wing  by  the  river,  he  adds ; x«»s  h rvt- 

TtVTOK  IT<  TUf  tCVTnS  rutttrifgf  l| 

hr,  icithfTicttir,  xttr  rrnnt  r»  /8«- 

h(  •>  r«<$  riv  The  meaning  of  which 

words,  I think,  plainly  is.  That  he  placed  his  manipuli 
thicker  and  clofer  upon  one  another  than  was  formerly 
ufed,  making  his  files,  that  is,  the  depth  of  the  men, 
double  or  more  than  double  the  number  of  thofe  in 
front,  which  he  might  very  well  do,  as  he  was  fo  much 
fuperior  in  number  to  the  enemy.  Now,  Cafaubon 
has  tranflated  this  in  a way,  which,  I confefs,  does  not 
to  me  make  fenfe  of  the  pafiage.  He  fays,  ' Signa  ma* 

* gis  conferta  in  extrema  acie  quam  in  prima  jlatuit,  nu- 

* mere  cehtrtiunCtfuat  in  fnntt  nftjiehant  in  pojlrtnut 
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There  is  one  praife  which  the  ftile  of 
Polybius  certainly  cleferves,_  that,  though  | 

he  has  nothing  like  the  Attic  elegance  of  ! 

I 

I 

‘ ordmiM  mulliplicaio:  (Lib.  3.  p.  263.  lit.  A.)  And, 

^ what  has  led  him  into  this  erroneous  tranflation  is, 
that  he  has  underftood  of  place,  and  not  of  time, 

and  made  it  to  be  the  fame  with  which  juft 

follows ; fo  that  Polybius,  according  to  him,  has  faid 
the  fame  thing  twice  in  the  fame  fentence. 

There  is  alfo  a paflage  in  the  defeription  of  the  bat-  / 

tie  of  Zama,  (p.  701.  lit.  A.)  which  Cafaubon  has  not 
properly  tranflated,  tho’  the  error  be  only  in  a fingic  ; 

cxprelTion.  It  is  where  Polybius  fays,  , .. 

au((  Tiif  which  Cafaubon  has  tranfla-  ! 

ted  ^mm  in  dtxtra  omne  ccytamen  ejfet,  which  will  ap-  • 

ply  to  any  .way  of  fighting,  either  clofe  fight,  or  at  a 
diftance.  Whereas  Polybius  means  to  deferibe  the 
elofeft  fight  that  can  be  imagined,  where  the  men 
fought  not  with  fpears  or  fwords,  as  he  telh  us  in  the  1 

fame  fentence ; confequently  it  muft  have  been  with  ' 

their  daggers. 

< 

In  fome  pafTages  of  Polybius  I have  obferved  the  ! 

text,  as  it  ftands  in  Cafaubon’s  edition,  not  correfl,  I 

particularly  in  a p^age  where  he  gives  an  account  of 
the  lofs  of  the  Romans  in  the  battle  of  Cannae  (p.  267. 

A.)  The  pafiage  is  thus  read  in  Cafaubon’s  edition  : 

•E»  Twr  tif  juvfitvc.  *0« 

y «*T«t  Ct7lf  XK5  »{  KVT*U  Si  TtU  Kittvfav 

fttttt  irnf  Mf  T«{  vefacKit/iHfeef  iraXtn  tafv/zif,  ‘oi  Si  Xutrn 
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Dionyfius,  there  is  no  afFedation  in  his 
ftile;  nor  does  he  labour  to  write  ill,  which, 
as  1 have  obferved  elfewhere,  is  the  great- 
eft  fault  that  a ftile  can  have ; nor  is  it  cut 


»Ti(  ii(  ‘ijirte  tvyvtif,  HcTC 

there  (hould  be  no  full  (top  at  the  word  ftvfitvt ; and 
the  parcicle  Js,  which  follows,  Ihould  be  left  out  j and 
alfo  the  word  which  is  alfo  fuperfluous,  and 

tends  to  confound  the  fenfe ; for  thefc  10,000  were 
not  taken  fighting  in  the  battle,  but  in  the  camp,  as 
Polybius  tells  us  in  the  fame  page.  The  text  there- 
fore fhould  be  read  thus:  E*  S'!  r*.  n; 

*.i  tKTt;  on;  Ti|(  avTiv  T.v 

fittcf  ITUS  «!  trtXiis 

But  Cafaubon  has  both  pointed  and  tranllated  the 
paflage  wrong.  The  fingularity  of  this  battle,  and 
which  makes  it  in  every  refpeft  the  moft  memorable 
battle,  perhaps,  that  ever  was  fought,  was,  that  not  one 
Roman  was  taken  prifoner  in  the  field  of  battle.  Of 
the  foot  70,000  were  killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  only 
3000  efcaped ; and,  of  their  6000  horfe,  only  70  made 
their  efcape.  And,  of  thofe  that  thus  efcaped,  and 
had  fled  to  the  neighbouring  towns  and  fortifications, 
the  greater  part  were  made  prifoners.  A few  days  af- 
ter this  fo  great  calamity,  the  Romans  got  the  news  of 
a Praetor  of  theirs  in  Cifalpine  Gaul  having  fallen  into' 
an  ambufh,  and  he  and  his  army  totally  deftroyed.  Un- 
der fuch  accumulated  difafters  there  is  no  nation  that 
ever  exifted,  which  would  not  have  funk  except  the 
Romans. 
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down  or  minced  into  ftiort  fentences  like  at 
great  deal  of  the  Roman  writing,  but  there 
is  compofition  in  it,  without  which  it  is 
impoflible  that  the  meaning  can  be  pro- 
perly conveyed  either  in  narrative  or  argu- 
ment; and,  therefore,  I hold,  that  an  author 
Xvho  affeds  to  write  in  that  way  has  not  fo 
much  as  the  idea  of  what  good  writing  isi  The 
compofition  indeed  of  Polybius  is,  I believe, 
as  the  Halicarnaflian  fays,  defective  in  the 
rythm  and  melody,  which  in  general,  he 
fays,  was  very  much  neglected  by  all  the 
' later  writers  *.  But  this  is  a defedt  which 
cannot  offend  our  ears,  as  they  are  not 
* formed  to  judge  of  the  numbers  or  the 
me'.ody  of  the  Greek  language  ; all  I can 
perceive  is,  that  there  is  not  that  variety 
of  arrangement  in  the  ftile  of  Polybius, 
nor,  confequently,  that  beauty  of  compoli- 
tion  which  I find  in  the  ftile  of  the  Hali- 
carnaftian  and  other  Attic  writers. 

« 

I will  conclude  this  long  chapter  with 
obferving,  that  from  what  I have  faid  of 

• Dionyf.  De  Comp^tunf.—See  the  paffage  quoted 
bj  Cafaubon,  p.  997. 
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the  Latin  writers  of  hiftory  compared  with 
the  Greek,  it  muft  be  evident  to  every,  read- 
er of  tafte  and  difcernment,  that  Virgil,  a- 
mong  other  arts  that  he  mentions*, in  which 
the  Greeks  excelled  his  countrymen,  fliould 
have  mentioned  the  art  of  writing  hiftory; 
for  it  appears,  that,  though  the  Romans 
learned  that  art  of  writing  as  well  as  every 
Other  from  the  Greeks,  yet  they  were  ve- 
ry unfuccefsful  in  imitating,  and  even  tranf- 
lating  the  Greek  authors.  It  may  appear 
very  wonderful  to  one  who  has  not  ftudi- 
ed  the  hiftory  and  philofophy  of  man,  and 
does  not  know  how  different  the  genius 
and  talents,  not  only  of  individuals,  but  of 
nations,  are,  that  a people  fhould  have  been 
able  to  perform  fuch  wonderful  actions, 
and  yet  not  to  relate  them  properly  ; but, 
though  the  Romans  excelled  mankind  in 
arms  and  governmentj  they  were  not  fa- 
voured by  the  Mufes  and  Graces  as  the 
Greeks  were ; and  therefore,  compared 
with  them,  they  have  not  excelled  in  any 
art.  A Roman  ftatuary  or  painter  of  any 
eminence  never  was  heard  of ; and  to  thefc 

f ^neid.  lib.  6.  v.  847. 
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arts,  in  which  Virgil  confeflTes  the  Greeks 
excelled,  he  might,  I think,  have  added  po- 
etry ; for,  without  excepting  even  Virgil 
himfelf,  I do  not  think  that  any  Roman 
has  excelled  in  poetry,  except  Horace,  who 
having  been  educated  in  the  feat  of  learn- 
ing and  good  tafte,  I mean  Athens,  and  ha- 
ving firft  introduced  into  the  Roman  lan- 
guage the  Greek  Lyric  poetry,  and  given 
them  a variety  of  verfification  which  they 
had  not  before,  may  be  truly  faid  to  be  a 
great  poet,  though,  I am  perfuaded,  he 
himfelf  did  not  think  that  he  was  to  be 
compared  with  Pindar,  Alcaeus,  Steficho- 
rus,  or  even  Sappho. 

Of  their  hiftorians  Livy  is  undoubtedly 
the  bcft,  for  Julius  Caefar  I reckon  only 
a memoir  writer,  and  accordingly  he  has 
entitled  his  work  Memoirs.  But,  though 
his  hiftory  be  no  doubt  very  inftrudfive, 
containing  a great  deal  of  moft  important 
fadls,  and,  though  his  orations  be  full  of  very 
good  argument,  his  ftile  is  fuch,  that,  I 
muft  confefs,  I cannot  lay  down  Herodo- 
tus or  the  Halicarnaflian,  to  take  up  Livy 
and  read  him  with  any  pleafure. 
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In  oratory,  as  well  as  in  other  arts,  Vir- 
gil acknowledges  the  fuperiority  of  the 
Greeks  over  his  countrymen.  But,  in  la- 
ter times,  Cicero,  and  not  Demofthenes, 
became  the  ftandard  of  that  art  among  the 
Romans ; ‘ Ille  fe  profecijfe  fciat*  fays 
Quindlilian,  ^ cui  Cicero  valde  placebit  * 
And,  from  what  he  fays  in  that  chapter, 
and  in  other  places,  it  is  evident  that  he 
preferred  Cicero  to  Demofthenes  ; and,  in 
general,  I obferve,  that,  after  the  days  of 
Auguftus  Gaefar,  the  Romans,  forfaking 
the  ftudy  and  imitation  of  the  Greek  au- 
' thors,  fet  up,  for  models  in  every  kind  of 
writing,  authors  of  their  own  nation.  Thus 
Virgil  became  the  ftandard  for  epic  poetry 
in  place  of  Homer  ; and,  accordingly,  it 
is  evident,  that  Lucan,  Statius,  and  Silius 
Italicus,  imitated  his  didlion  and  verfifica-  ' 
tion.  And,  as  to  hiftory,  it  is  evident,  that 
Tacitus  imitated  Salluft,  and  made  a bad 
model  much  worfe  ; but  the  imitation  of 
Tacitus  was  referved  only  for  the  ignorance 
and  ill  taftc  of  modern  times. 


* Lib.  10.  cap,  I.  feA.  3. 
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CHAP.  y. 

Of  modern  hijlorians^  particularly  Bucha^ 
nan.— His  hijlory  of  Scotland  "written  in 
•very  good  Latin.— In  his  learned  age  the 
Latin  was  a living  language  among  the 
learned.— In  the  next  age  Milton  wrote 
Latin  perfelily  well.— Buchanan  s Jlile 
of  narrative  be^er  compofed  than  that  of 
Livy^  and  not  fo  obfeure. — His  fpeeches 
alfo  good^  but  few  of  them. — Mojl  of 
them  indireSi  ;—^ne  direfi  and  of  confide- 
ruble  length.,  againjl  female  government  ; 
— an  heroic fpeech  he  pu^s  into  the  mouth 
of  a woman. — The  fpeech  of  David  I. 
Ifing  of  Scotland  on  the  death  of  his  fon., 
containing  a topic  of  confolation  not  com- 
mon.— Of  Milton' s Englifh  hijiory. — It 
is  an  abridgement  of  hiftory  ; — therefore 
the  compofition  of  it  not  fo  fine  as  might 
otherwife  he  expelled. — Of  Lord  Little- 
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tons  hijlory  of  Henry  II.  '.—Not  an  abridge^  . 
ment  like  Milton  s hijlory ; — therefore 
ftill  more  copious  ; — the  bejl  file  of  Hif- 
tory  that  has  been  •written  in  this  age. — 
His  account  of  the  Norman  invafion  fuller 
and  better  than  that  of  Milton. — Of  the 
Hijlories  of  modern  times: — The  abiions 
of  barbarous  nations,  fuch  as  thofe  •who 
made  themfelves  mafers  of  the  provinces 
of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the  middle  ages, 
not  a fit  fubjeSi  for  hijlory. — The  fuhjebi 
of  Hiftory  concluded  •with  an  advice 
to  authors  to  form  their  file  upon  the 
antient  models ; — to  imitate  thefe  and 
to  tranfiate  from  them; — but  from  the 
Greek  rather  than  from  the  Latin  ; — to 
tranfiate  as  ^een  Elizabeth  did. — The 
advantages  of  this  praBice. — The  Uni- 
formfamcnefs  of  arrangement  in  the  modern 
languages  ought  to  be  avoided  as  much  as 
may  be. — Examples  of  the  common  order 
of  •words  being  changed  •with  elegance 
and  •without  obfcurity  .—The  cohneBion 
bet^wixt  the  relative  and  its  antecedent 
ought  to  be  •well  marked,  fometimes  by  the 
repetition  of  the  •word, — Ihere  may  be  a 
clajjical  repetition  if  a •word,  as  •well  as 
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an  cliipfis. — Where  there  are  cafes  in 
our  language  formed  by  a change  of  the 
’word,  advantage  Jljould  he  taken  of  that 
to  alter  the  common  arrangement : — Ex~ 
ample  of  thh.' — By  fuch  tranfpofttions  the 
file  of  Thucydides  may  be  imitated. — Of 
•variety  in  the  compofition  of  periods.^  and 
their  fever  al  members:- — In  this  the  Hali~ 
carnajftan  excells  wonderfully. —Milton  the 
bef  compofer  in  Engli/lo.^  both  in  verfe  and 
profe.—Of  his  verfe  both  blank  and  rhym- 
ed:— Style  of  his  polemical  writings  more 
compofed  in  periods  than  that  of  his  hif- 
tory. — Examples  of  fame  periods  fromthefe 
writings : — Wonderful  variety  of  matter 
in  them, — Dr  Johnfon's  cenfure  of  Mil- 
.tons fyle. — The  Doliory  not  being  a Greek 
fcholar^  no  judge  of  it. — His  preference  of 
the  Paradife  Loft  to  the  Iliad  abfurd  and 
ridiculous, — Dr  Johnfon^s  attack  upon 
Milton's  Latin,  as  ill founded  as  upon  his 
Englifh. — Apology  for  what  the  author 
has  f aid  of  Dr  Johnfon, — Recommenda- 
tion to  hijloriographers  and  all  authors  to 
■ form  a good  tafle  of  writing  before  they 
begin. — If  their  tafle  be  had,  the  more 
they  labour  their  compoftion,  the  worfe  it 
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•will  be. — Example  of  that.~—But  the 
moderns  •very  deficient  in  it.— Of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  forming  a good  tafie  before  one 
begins  to  •write. — If  not,  the  ftyle,  the 
more  it  is  laboured,  the  •worfe  it  •will  be. 


TO  what  I have  faid  of  antlent  hlfto- 
rians  I will  add'fomething  concern- 
ing modern  ; and  I will  begin  with  my 
countryman  Buchanan,  who  has  written 
the  hiftory  of  his  own  country  in  Latin, 
and  in  fuch  Latin,  that  I am  not  a£Fraid  to 
compare  his  ftile  with  that  of  any  Roman 
hiftorian.  He  lived  in  an  age  when  the 
Latin  language  was  very  much  cultivated ; 
and  among  the  learned  it  was  not  only  the 
only  language  in  which  they  wrote,  but 
a living  language  ; for  they  fpoke  no  o- 
ther  when  they  converfed  together,  at  leaft 
upon  learned  fubjeds.  Even  in  the  next 
age,  I mean  the  1 7th  century,  it  was  writ- 
ten with  the  greateft  purity  and  elegance  j 
nor  do  I know  any  writer  of  the  Auguf- 
tine  age  that  fhows  a more  perfedl  know- 
ledge or  greater  command  of  the  Latin 
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language  than  Milton  does.  In  fuch  an 
age,  and  with  all  the  advantages  of  a lear- 
ned education,  did  George  Buchanan  write 
the  Hiftory  of  Scotland  from  the  earlieft 
times  down  to  his  own  time  ; And  I heli- 
tate  not  to  pronounce  that  the  ftile  of  his 
narrative  is  better  than  that  of  Livy  j for 
it  is  as  pure  and  elegant,  is  better  compo- 
fed  in  periods  not  intricate  and  involved 
like  thofe  of  Livy,  and  without  that  affec- 
ted brevity  which  makes  Livy’s  ftile  fo  ob- 
fcure.  Even  in  fpeeches,  in  which  Livy  is 
fuppofed  to  excel  fo  much,  I think  his 
compofition  is  better  ; and  he  has  none  of 
thofe  fhort  pointed  fentcnces,  the  •vibrantes 
fententiolae^  which  Livy  learned  in  the 
fchool  of  declamation.  At  the  fame  time 
I muft  acknowledge,  that  there  is  not  fo  I 
much  variety  of  fads  and  arguments  in  ! 
Buchanan’s  fpeeches  as  in  Livy’s  : They 
ate  but  few  in  number  compared  with  • 
thofe  of  Livy,  and  very  much  fhorter ; the  i 

greater  part  of  them  being  indired,  that  j 

’ is,  in  the  way  of  narrative,  and  very  few  ^ 

of  them  formal  orations.  Of  this  kind  I 

\ 

there  is  one  almoft  as  long  as  any  in  Livy, 
being  upon  a fubjed  that  the  author  was  ; 
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very  fond  of,  and  that  was  the  inconveni- 
ence of  female  government.  He  puts  it 
into  the  mouth  of  James  Kennedy,  Arch- 
bifliop  of  St  Andrews,  upon  occafion  of 
a debate  in  parliament,  whether  the  widow 
of  James  II.  fhould  be  regent  during  the 
minority  of  her  fon,  or  whether  the  par- 
liament fhould  choofe  one  or  more  of  their 
number  for  that  office  *.  The  matter  in 
this  fpeech  is  moft  fully  and  accurately  ar- 
gued ; and  as  the  bifhop  had  on  his  fide 
the  authority  of  fo  many  precedents,  and 
indeed  the  invariable  cuftom  of  the  king- 
dom, it  is  no  wonder  that  his  opinion  pre- 
yailed.  The  ftile  too  of  the  fpeech  is,  I 
think,  excellent ; for  it  is  compofed  in  very 
good  periods  and  perfedly  clear  and  per- 
fpicuous. 

The  next  fpeech  I fhall  mention  is  that 
of  an  heroic  lady  to  her  hufband  upon  a 
very  fingular  occafion.  The  King  of  Eng- 
land, after  the  death  of  the  great  King  Ro- 
bert Bruce,  was  befieging  Berwick,  of 
which  the  then  governour  was  one  of  the 
noble  family  of  Seton,  who,  being  hard 

* Lib.  12.  cap.  10. 
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prefled  by  the  enemy,  agreed,  that,  if  he 
was  not  relieved  againfl:  a certain  day,  he 
would  give  up  the  town  j and  in  fecurity 
of  his  fulfilling  this  agreement,  he  gave 
for  hoftage  one  of  his  own  fons,  and  ano- 
ther of  them  was  taken  prifoner  during  the 
fiege.  A Scotch  army  being  in  march  to 
relieve  the  town  before  the  day  of  furren- 
der,  the  Englifh  King  being  defirous  to 
have  the  towm  without  the  hazard  of  a 
battle,  produced  before  the  town  thefe  two 
fens  of  the  governor,  in  a place  where  they 
could  be  feen  from  the  walls,  and  erefted 
a gallows,  on  which  they  were  to  be  im- 
mediately hanged,  if  the  town  was  not 
given  up.  Such  a fight,  as  may  be  belie- 
ved, moved  the  father  exceedingly  : But 
his  wife,  in  a Ihort  fpeech,  which  Bucha- 
nan puts  in  her  mouth,  exorts  him  to  pre- 
fer his  duty  to  his  King  and  country,  and 
the  honour  of  his  family,  to  any  private 
confiderations  ; and  accordingly  (he  pre- 
vailed, and  the  two  fons  were  hanged 
Here  was  a fubjeft  very  like  thofe  that 

* Lib.  9.  cap,  13. 
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were  handled  In  the  fchools  of  declamation 
among  the  Romans.  But  we  fee  here 
nothing  at  all  of  Portias  Latro*  , but  plain 
good  arguments,  fuch  as  were  very  proper 
to  prevail  with  a man  of  a noble  and  ge- 
nerous dirpofition. 

I will  only  mention  one  other  fliort 
fpeech  of  his,  which  be  puts  into  the  moutir 
of  the  Firjl  David,  King  of  Scotland,  ad- 
dreffed  to  his  nobles,  who  had  come  to 
comfort  him  upon  occafiori  of  the  death 
of  his  only  fon,  a youth  of  great  hope*;. 
It  is  a fpeech  of  great  magnanimity,  fliow- 
ing  that  he  ‘bore  his  misfortune  as  a man 
and  a Chriftian  ought  to  do.  It  contains 
many  excellent  topics  of  confolation  ; but 
I will  only  mention  one  of  them,  which  I 
think  will  apply  to  every  man  who  has 
loft  a relation  or  a friend  that  he  was  very 
fond  of,  as  I think  it  is  one  of  the  bell  ami 
moft  natural  that  can  be  fuggefted,  to  make 
us  bear  patiently  fuch  a lofs.  1 will  give 
it  in  the  words  of  the  author.  ‘ Quod  fi 

• See  concerning  this  author  and  the  fchools  of 
declamation,  vol,  3.  of  this  work,^p.  250.  &c. 
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‘ mail  tantum  morerentur,  jure  quidem  in  I 

‘ propinquorum  obitu  dolendum  efle.  Ve- 
‘ rum  cum  bonos  etiam  decedere  videamus, 

‘ et  hominl  Chriftiano  efle  debeat  tarn  per-  j 

‘ luafum,  quam  quod  eft  certiflimum,  bo-  ' 

‘ nis  (neque  vivis  neque  mortuis)  quicquam 

* mail  evenire  poflTe  ; quid  eft  cur  hanc 
‘ disjun£Uonem  a propinquis,  praefertim 

* tarn  breyem,  adeo  molefte  feramus  ? cum 
‘ non  tarn  nos  reliquerint  quam  ad  com- 

‘ munem  patriam  praecelTerint,  quo  nos  I 

‘ eos,  etiamfi  longiflTimum  vitae  fpaiium  , 

‘ tranfigamus,  tamen  brevi  fequemur.  Fi- 
‘ lius  autem  meus,  fi  hanc  peregrinationem 
‘ prius  fufccpit,  ut  parcntes  et  fratres  meos, 

* homines  fandiffimos  prior  videret,  eorum- 

‘ que  confuetudine  prior  frueretur  ; id  ft  ■ 

‘ molefte  feremus,  providendum  erit  nc  \ 

‘ potius  illius  invidere  felicitati,  quam  mala  i 

‘ noftra  lugere,  videamur.  Vobis  autem, 

‘ viri  optimi,  cum  ob  alia  plurima  ofiicia,  i 

‘ turn  ob  hanc  erga  me  caritatem,  et  illius  ■ 

‘ piam  et  jucundam  memoriam,  uterque 
‘ (ut  pro  filio  etiam  fpondeam)  plurimum 
‘ debere  profitemur  Here  is  a thought  ( 

* Lib.  7.  cap.  35. 


Digitized  by  Coog|p 


Ch.  V.  Progress  OF  Language.  235 

» 

uncommon,  yet  natural  enough,  and  which 
has  nothing  of  the  quaint  turn  of  the 
fchools  of  declamation  : ‘ When  a friend,’ 
fays  he,  ‘ has  gone  before  us  to  enjoy  a 
‘ better  world,  if  we  mourn  for  him,  we 
‘ ought  to  confider,  whether  it  has  not 
‘ more  the  appearance  of  envying  his  fe- 
‘ licity,  than  lamenting  our  own  lofs.’ 

As  I have  mentioned  modern  hiftorians, 
it  would  be  improper  to  omit  the  greatell 
writer  in  Englifli,  both  in  verfe  and  profe, 
and  who  has  alfo  merit  as  an  hiftorian  ; I 
mean  Milton,  who  has  given  us  a hiftory 
of  England  from  the  earlieft  times  down 
to  the  conqueft.  As  to  the  matter  of  this 
hiftory,  it  appears  that  he  has  colledled  it 
from  a great  many  authors,  very  faithful- 
ly, I am  perfuaded,  but  not  fully  ; for  his 
hiftory  is  to  be  confidered  as  an  abridge- 
ment, and  therefore  we  have  no  fpeeches 
in  it ; fo  that  if  he  had  not  written  any 
thing  more,  we  fhould  have  known  no- 
thing of  his  rhetorical  talents,  which  in  my 
opinion  were  very  great.  The  ftile  of 
this  hiftory  is  altogether  claflical,  fuch  as 
might  be  expedled  from  fo  great  a fcholar  ' 
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as  Milton.  But  it  is  not  fo  much  com- 
pofecl  in  periods,  as  I am  perfuaded  it 
would  have  been,  if  it  been  a formal  hif- 
tory  at  full  length  ; and  I am  perfuaded 
that,  if  the  abridgement,  which  the  Hali- 
carnaffian  made,  of  his  hiftory,  had  come 
down  to  us,  it  would  have  been  found  to 
have  been  compofed  in  the  fame  manner. 
There  is  nothing  however  in  Milton  like 
what  I call  the  fhort  cut  of  ftile  ; and  he 
has  diftinguidied  his  language  from  com- 
mon fpeech  by  all  the  variety  of  arrange- 
ment, and  all  the  abbreviations,  which  the 
language  could  admit  of : And,  upon  the 
whole,  though  I do  not  think  it  one  of 
the  heft  of  Milton’s  writings,  it  is  a work 
that  does  him  no  dilhonour,  and  is  fuch 
that  the  writers  of  hiftory  at  prefent  may 
profit  by  it. 

The  next  Englifli  writer  of  hiftory  I 
lhall  mention,  is  an  author  whom  I had 
the  honour  of  knowing  and  correfpond- 
ing  with,  and  whom  I admired  very  much 
both  as  a fcholar  and  a man  of  tafte.  The 
author  I mean  is  Qeorge  Lord  Littleton, 
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who  has  chofeu  for  the  fubje£l  of  his  hif- 
tory,  not  the  whole  Englifh  Hiftory,  but  a 
period  of  it,  namely,  the  reign  of  Henry 
II.  with  the  hiftory  of  the  Conqueft,  and 
of  the  Norman  Kings  preceeding  Henry 
II.  by  Way  of  introduction  : And  to  this 
period  of  hiftory,  I think  he  has  done  more 
juftice  than  he  could  poflibly  have  done,  if 
he  had  undertaken,  like  fome  other  authors, 
to  wTite  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  country 
from  the  earlieft  times  down  to  the  pre- 
fent.  The  matter  of  his  hiftory  he  has 
been  at  very  great  pains  to  colled,  with 
the  greateft  diligence  and  accuracy,  from 
many  authors  whom  he  has  done  the  read- 
er the  juftice  to  quote  on  the  margin  ; and 
his  colledion  appears  *to  me  to  have  been 
much  fuller  than  that  of  Milton,  as  I 
think  is  evident  from  the  only  part  of  the 
hiftory  in  which  their  narratives  coincide, 
1 mean  the  hiftory  of  William  the  Con- 
queror’s expedition  into  England,  and  the 
battle  of  Hartings,  with  which  Milton  con- 
cludes his  hiftory.  For  Lord  Littleton’s 
account  of  that  expedition  and  battle  is 
very  much  fuller,  and  in  every  relpcd 
more  inftrudlivc  and  more  entertaining 
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than  that  of  Milton.  And  though  his 
Jlile  be  more  in  the  prefent  tafte,  and  there- 
fore not  fo  claflical  as  that  of  Milton,  yet 
it  is  a more  copious  ftile,  as  being  not  an 
abridgement,  but  a full  and  compleat  hif- 
tory  of  that  event ; and  upon  the  whole  I 
think  it  is  the  beft  ftile  of  hiftory  that  has 
been  written  in  later  times,  either  in  En- 
glifti  or  in  any  other  language  that  I know. 

To  a man  that  dwells  as  much  as  I do 
in  the  aniient  world,  there  is  no  fubjeft 
of  hiftory  that  gives  any  pleafure  except 
that  which  (hows 

quid  virtus  et  quid  fapientia  poflit, 

• 

like  the  Odyfley  of  Homer,  Herodotus’s 
account  of  the  invafion  of  Antient  Greece 
by  Xerxes,  or 'like  that  period  of  fifty- 
three  years  of  the  Roman  hiftory,  which 
Polybius  has  chofen  for  the  fubjedl  of  his 
hillory.  If  I am  to  read  of  vice  and  folly, 
it  n.uft  be  the  vices  and  follies  of 'heroes, 
fuch  as  make  the  fubjeQ  of  the  Iliad  ; not 
the  vices,  follies,  and  weaknefles  of  men 
fuch  as  we,  which  may  make  a very  good 
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fubje<3:  for  a comedy  or  a mock  heroic  poem, 
fuch  as  the  Batrachomyomachia  of  Ho- 
mer ; but  I think  are  not  a proper  fubje£t 
for  fo  grave  and  noble  a compofition  as 
hiftory.  It  is  fulEcient,  I think,  that  they 
are  recorded  in  Newfpapers  and  Annual 
Regifters. 

That  Milton  did  not  think  the  adiohs 
of  the  barbarous  nations,  who  poflefled 
themfelves  of  the  provinces  of  the  Roman 
Empire  in  the  middle  ages,  were  a fit 
fubjedt  for  hiftory,  appears  from  a paflage 
in  his  hiftory  of  England,  which  1 have 
quoted  * ; yet,  barbarous  as  thofe  nations 
were,  they  were  men  much  fuperior  to 
us  in  ftrength  both  of  mind  and  body,  and 
accordingly  their  exploits  were  very  great. 
The  Ctufades,  by  which  they  carried  on  a 
war  betwixt  Europe  and  Afia  for  more  than 
two  centuries,  are  not  to  be  paralleled  in  an- 
tient  hiftory,  except  by  Xerxes’s  invafion  of 
Greece.  The  migration  too  of  the  Goths 
from  Grim  Tartary,  where  both  the  name 
and  theLanguage  of  the  people  are  yet  pre- 

^ * Page  I o.  of  this  vol. 
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ferved,  to  Scandinavia  and  the  northern 
parts  of  Europe,  under  their  leader  Odiriy  of 
whom  they  made  a god  that  we  may  call  the  , 

Jupiter  of  modern  times,  is  a great  event 
in  the  hiilory  of  mankind.  The  conquefts 
of  their  defcenuants  the  Danes  and  Nor- 
wegians, and  the  difcoveries  they  made  of 
countries  quite  unknown  before,  fuch  as 
Iceland,  and  Greenland,  and  even  the  new 
world  of  America,  which  they  certainly 
difcovered  before  the  Spaniards,  are  won-  j 

derful  events ; yet  the  adions  even  of 
fuch  men,  very  fierce  and  brave  indeed, 
but  without  council  or  condud,  I hold 
not  to  be  a fit  fubjed  of  a work  fuch  as 
hiftory  ought  to  be,  and  it  is  fufEcient  that 
they  are  recorded  in  the  barbarous  chro- 
nicles of  that  age. 

The  only  proper  fubjed  therefore  of  fo 
dignified  a work  as  hiftory,  I hold  to  be 
the  adions  of  nations  as  far  advanced  in 
the  arts  of  life  as  the  Greeks  and  Romans 
were  ; men  who  excelled  not  only  in  fight, 
but  in  council  and  eloquence,  and  who  j 

therefore  may  be  fuppofed  to  make  fpeech-  f 

es,  which  we  could  not  without  abfurdity  ' 
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put  into  the  mouths  of  barbarians  j for  I 
hold  that  fpeeches  give  not  only  a beauti- 
ful variety  to  hiftorical  compofition,  but 
that  they  are  a very  material  part  of  it,  as 
they  belt  explain  the  reafons  and  motives 
of  adfion,  and  ftate  every  thing  that  can 
be  faid  for  or  againft  any  meafure.  They 
give  likewlfe  to  hiftory  what,  I have  ob- 
ferved  elfewhere  *,  is  one  of  the  greateft 
beauties  of  compofition  ; for  they  make  it 
ethical^  that  is,  imitative  of  characters  and 
manners,  which  are  better  exprefled  by 
making  the  perfons  fpeak  themfelves  than 
by  any  thing  the  author  could  fay  upon 
the  fubjeCt.  Befides  that  the  deferiptions 
of  characters  of  men,  as  well  as  reafonings 
of  the  author  upon  the  juftice  or  injuftice, 
the  utility  or  inutility  of  aCtions,  flick  out 
of  the  work,  and  deftroy  that  unity  and 
integrity  which  is  eflential  to  every  good 
compofition.  If  therefore  our  modern 
hiftoriographers,  not  content  with  the  hif- 
tory of  antient  times,  which  the  antients 

* See  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  ethical  ftile,  vol.  3.  lih, 
4.  cap,  8. } and  p.  390.  of  volume  4th. 
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themfelyes  have  left  us,  will  undertake  to 
write  it  anew,  they  ought  certainly  to  give 
us  the  fpeeches  by  which  we  know  cer- 
tainly that  their  councils  were  directed,  and 
which  therefore  are  matters  of  fad  that 
ought  to  make  part  of  the  narrative  ; And 
accordingly  Thucydides  informs  us  *,  that 
the  many  fpeeches  ip  his  hiftory  were  all  ac- 
tually made,  he  having  either  heard  them 
himfelf,  or  having  learned  the  fubftance  of 
them  from  others  thar  had  heard  them. 
Or  if  our  hiftoriographers  will  defcend 
from  thofe  antient  times  to  write  the  hif- 
tory  of  our  age,  there  ought  alfo  to  be 
fpeeches  in  it,  efpecially  if  it  be  the  hiftory 
of  Britain  that  they  write,  where  we  know 
that  public  meafurcs  are  debated  in  both 
houfes  of  parliament. 

Of  fome  late  writers  of  hiftory  in  Bri- 
tain, I will  fay  nothing  ; I read  not  to 
find  fault,  but  to  admire  and  to  be  pleafed. 
And  when  I cannot  be  entertained  in  that 
way,  I chufe  not  to  read  at  all.  Now  to 
criticife  fuch  works,  it  is  necelTary  to  read 

• Lib.  I.  cap.  22 

i r , < 


Digitized  by  CoogLeJ 


Ch.  V.  Progress  op  Language.  243 

them  ; and  that  is  a tafk  I cannot  fubmit 
to.  Leaving  therefore  fuch  authors  to  be 
praifed  or  difpraifed  by  the ' reviewers,  as 
they  are  paid  or  riot  paidj  I will  conclude 
this  fubjedt  of  hiftory  by  giving  to  our 
modern  hiftoriographers  and  writers  of  e- 
very  kind  an  advice,  by  which,  if  they  do 
not  profit,  thofe  that  come  after  them  may. 
It  is  acknowledged  by  all  connoifleurs  that 
no  man  can  form  a tafie,  much  lefs  learn 
to  be  a performer  in  ftatuary  or  Sculpture, 
without  ftudying  the  antient  monuments 
of  that  kind  which  have  come  down  to, 
us  ; and  not  only  ftudying  them,  but  co- 
pying them  again  and  again  with  the  great* 
eft  care  and  diligence.  Now,  I fay  it  is  the 
fame  in  the  writing  art,  and  that  no  man 
can  write  well,  unlcfs  he  not  only  reads 
and  ftudies  the  fieft  antient  models  of  the 
writing  art,  but  copies  them  both  by  tran- 
flation  and  imitation.  And  when  I know 
that  an  author  is  not  a fcholar,  and  has  not 
formed  his  tafte  in  that  way,  I am  fure 
that  he  cannot  write  well,  ariy  Ihore  thark 
a man  can  excel  in  painting  or  fculpture, 
that  has  not  ftudied  the  antient  monu- 
ments of  art.  Cicero  was  not  aftiamed  to 
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form  his  ftile  by  tranflatlng  from  the  Greek 
both  of  Plato  and  Demofthenes  : And  if 
he  had  not  done  fo,  I am  perfuaded  he 
would  not  have  been  fo  good  a writer. 
And  I would  recommend  to  the  young 
ftudent  of  the  writing  art  to  follow  Cice- 
ro’s example,  and  to  tranflatc  from  the 
Greek  rather  than  the  Latin,  not  only  as 
the  moft  perfed;  language  of  the  two,  but 
alfo  becaufe  its  idiom  agrees  better  with  the 
Engliih  Uian  with  the  Latin  in  fundry  re- 
fpeds,  but  chiefly  becaufe  we  have  an  ar- 
ticle and  an  adive  participle  paft  which 
the  Latins  have  not.  And  I would  alfo 
advife  him,  if  he  defire  to  be  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  geniufles  of  the  two 
languages,  to  pradife,  as  Queen  Elizabeth 
did,  double  tranflation,  that  is  from  En- 
glifli  to  Greek,  and  back  again  from  Greek 
to  Englifti  *.  By  this  means  he  will  know 
perfedly  the  difference  betwixt  the  two 

• See  what  I have  faid  of  this  praifUce.  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  in  Vol  III.  of  this  work  chap.  20.  p.  389. 
where  I mention  alfo  Lady  Jane  Grey,  who  not  only 
wrote  but  fpoke  Greek,  and  carried  her  ftudies  be- 
yond claffical  learning,  even  to  philofophy,  and  read 
Plato  as  well  as  the  Greek  hiAorlans  and  orators. 
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languages,  and  will  obferve  how  near  we 
can  bring  our  language  to  the  ftandard  of 
the  mod  perfedl  language  ; for  he  ought 
to  know  that  the  nearer  he  can  bring  his 
Englilh  ftile  to  the  Greek,  the  more  per- 
fedl  it  will  be.  It  was  in  this  way  that 
Milton,  both  in  his  profe  and  verfe,  has 
formed  a ftile,  which  1 call  the  Englijh 
Attick^  but  which  is  now  reckoned  uncouth 
and  pedantic,  particularly  in  his  profe,  as 
the  Attick  Greek  was  in  later  times 

By  praftifing  in  this  way  the  young  ftu- 
dent  will  learn  to  avoid  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  that  uniform  arrangement  of  the 
words  in  the  modern  languages,  which 
is  fo  tirefome  and  offenfive  to  an  ear  ac- 
cuftomed  to  the  variety  of  antient  compo- 
fition,  and  will  throw  them  out  of  that 
order,  which  the  unclaflical  reader  would 
call  the  natural  order,  as  much  as  the  ftinted 
genius  of  the  language  will  admit.  Thus, 
for  example,  fuch  a reader  will  tell  us  that 
according  to  the  natural  order  of  the  words, 

* See  vol.  3.  of  Ant.  Metaph.  in  the  Preface,  p. 
63.  and  64. 
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the  antecedent  ought  to  go  before  the  re- 
lative } and  that  no  doubt  is  the  order  in 
which  a fchool-boy  conftruing  them  will 
put  them.  But  the  elegant  writer  will 
very  often  (not  always,  for  there  muft  be 
variety  in  writing  as  well  as  in  other  arts) 
invert  that  order,  and  put  the  relative  firft, 
faying,  for  examplci  as  the  tranflators  of 
our  Bible  fay,  Give  me  alfo  this  povuer^ 
that,  on  vuhomfoever  I lay  my  hands,  he 
may  receive  the  Holy  Ghojl  * ; befides 
many  other  inftances  that  might  be  given 
of  the  fame  kind.  Here  what  is  called 

the  natural  order  would  be,  ‘ that  he 

» 

• A£b  of  the  ApoAlcs,  chap.  Tin.  ver.  19.  The 
TCrfc  In  Greek  is  A«n  xiun  nir  i{«vnse>  Vrae 

(<(>  txiim  ruf  x^(ccf,  JixftSxi'f  imvftx  Here  our 

tranflators  have  followed  the  Greek  idiom  in  tranfpo- 
fing  the  Relative  and  giving  it  the  place  of  the  Antece- 
dent, but  they  have  not  carried  their  imitation  of  the 
Greek  fb  far  as  to  omit  the  Antecedent;  and  I 
think  they  have  done  well,  for  that  omiffion  would 
have  made  the  expredion  obfcure  in  Englifh.  But 
Milton  has  in  fome  palTages  left  out  the  Antecedent 
with  great  elegance  I think,  and  without  any  obfcurity; 
as  in  Paradife  Lojl,  Book  vii.  ver.  38.  where  addreffing 
himfelf  to  his  mufe,  he  fays, 

So  fail  not  thou,  who  thee  implores. 
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may  receive  the  Holy  Ghoft,  on  whom- 
? foever  I lay  my  hands.’  With  refpeft 
to  the  relative^  it  may  be  obferved,  that 
the  perfpicuity  of  the  ftile  depends  very 
much  upon  our  perceiving  readily  the 
connexion  betvpixt  it  and  the  antecedent. 

X 

For  this  purpofe  the  Greeks  very  often 
make  the  relative  agree  with  the  antece- 
dent in  cafe,  though  the  vetb  which  go- 
verns it  require  another  cafe.  This  we 
cannot  do  in'  our  language,  having  no  cafes 

arhich  is  much  more  beautiful,  and  po  lef?  clear  to 
the  fcbolar,  than  if  he  had  added  the  pronoun  h'tmy 
and  had  faid, 

So  fail  not  thou  him,  who  thee  implores, 

And  in  that  moft  beautiful  paflage  where  he  deferibes 
Eve  going  out  of  the  bower,  and  leaving  the  Angel 
and  Adam  in  it,  and  which  I think  fliould  be  ftudied 
by  every  lady  who  would  defire  to  go  out  of  a room 
gracefully,  he  ufes  the  fame  cllipfis,  and  fays  that  Eve, 

‘ With  lowlinefs  majeftic  from  her  feat, 

‘ And  grace  that  won  who  faw  to  with  her  ftay, 

‘ Arofe — Book.  viii.  Ver.  42. 

—where  the  reader  may  fupply  the  ellipfis  by  under- 
llanding  one  or  other  of  the  pronouns  him,  her,  or  them. 
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fuch  as  the  Greeks  ; but  we  can  do  as  Ju- 
lius Caefar  does  often,  we  can  repeat  the 
antecedent  with  the  relative^  which  not 
only  adds  to  the  perfpicuity,  but  gives  a 
certain  claflical  colour  to  the  (lile  ; and  the 
repeating  of  a word  is  fometimes  elegant 
as  well  as  the  fupprefllng  one,  or  what  is 
called  elUpJis  *.  We  fliould  take  advan- 
tage alfo.of  the  few  words  we  have  with 
cafes,  fuch  as  our  pronouns,  which  enable 
us  to  vary  the  natural  order  fo  much  as  to 
put  the  cafe  'governed  before  the  verb  go- 
verning, and  fometimes  at  a confiderable 

* I obftrve  that  for  want  of  this  repetition  of  the 
antecedent,  there  is  fometimes  an  obfcurity  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  New  Teftamcnt,  which  muft  be  the  cafe 
when  there  are  other  words  and  fometimes  members 
of  fentences  betwixt  the  relative  and  its  antecedent. 
Of  this  I have  obferved  fcveral  examples,  particularly 
in  St  Paul’s  writings  : I will  mention  only  two ; Rom. 
chap.  iii.  ver.  8-,  and  the  Addrels  of  that  Epiftle  to  the 
Romans,  contained  in  the  firft  fix  verfcs  of  the  firft  chap- 
ter, which  is  fo  compofed  as  to  be  hardly  intelligible. 
It  is  probably  fuch  obfcure  paflages  as  thefe,  that  have 
made  one  of  the  fathers,  St  Jerome,  if  I am  not  mifta- 
kcn,  pafs  fo  fevere  a cenfure  upon  St  Paul’s  writings,  as 
to  fay  that  he  did  not  underfiand  language. 
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diftance  from  it.  Of  this  I have  elfewhere  f 
given  a notable  example  from  that  fine 
period  of  Milton  in  the  Paradife  Lojly 

\ 

Me,  tho’  juft  right  and  the  fix’d  laws  of  Heaven 
Did  firft  create  your  leader,  next  free  choice, 

(With  what  bcfides  in  council  or  in  fight 
Hath  been  atchiev’d  of  merit,)  yet  this  loft, 

(Thus  far  at  leaft  recover’d,)  hath  much  more 
Eftablifh’d  in  a fafe  unenvied  throne, 

Yielded  with  full  confent  •. 


where  betwixt  me  the  cafe  governed,  and 
the  governing  verb  ejlablifhed^  there  are 
interjedled  four  lines,  with  two  parenthe- 
fes,  and  yet  the  fenfe  is  perfeftly  clear,  and 
more  forcibly  conveyed  than  it  could  have 
been  without  the  tranfpofition  of  the  pro- 
noun. Now  I fay  fuch  compofition  ufed 
now  and  then  {for  it  ought  not  to  be  too 


t Vol.  2.  of  this  wcrrk,  p.  355.  and  following  5 — ■ 
where  it  is  fhown  that  not  only  the  fenfe  is  more  for- 
cibly conveyed,  but  the  period  is  more  compa£f  and 
better  rounded  than  it  could  have  been  in  any  other 

way. 

* Book  II.  vcr.  18. 

VoL.  V.  I i 
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frequent)  is  as  beautiful  in  profe  as  in 
verfe 

By  ftich  tranfpofitions  as  thefe  a ftile  may 
be  made  not  unlike  the  ftile  of  Thucydides, 
which  is  a kind  of  ftile  that  the  Halicarnaflian 
praifes  very  much  when  moderately  ufed. 
It  is  a compofuion,  which  by  the  phrafeo- 
logy,  but  chiefly  by  the  arrangement  of  the 
words,  makes  the  ftile  quite  different  from 
common  fpeech.  In  this  way  fome  of  the 
examples  the  Halicarnalflan  gives  of  this 
kind  of  ftile,  which  he  calls  a made  JiUe^ 
compared  with  common  fpcech,  may  be 
literally  tranflated  into  Englilh  t* 

• I obfervc  that  the  EngKfli  tranflators  of  the  New 
Tcftament  have  availed  thcmfelves  of  the  change  of  the 
word  in  the  oblique  cafes  of  our  pronouns,  as  in  the 
pronoun  he\  for  in  vcr.  23.  of  the  2d  chap,  of  the 
Afts  of  the  Apoftlesjthey  have  imitated  the  Greek  ar- 
rangement of  the  words,  and  have  faid,  ‘ Him,  being 

* delivered  by  the  determinate  counfel  and  foreknow- 
« ledge  of  God,  ye  have  taken,  and  by  wicked  hands 

♦ have  cfucificd  and  (lain.' 

f I will  give  an  example  from  an  oration  of  De- 
mofthenes,  in  which  he  has  imitated  the  ftile  of  Thu- 
cydides. It  is  quoted  by  the  Halicarnaflian  in  hU 
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But  befides  the  uniform  arrangement  of 
the  words,  there  is  a famenefs  in  the  ftruc- 
ture  of  periods  and  fentences,  and  of  their  fe- 
deral members,  in  modern  writing,  which  I 
think  is  more  oflFenfive  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
lefs  excufable,  becaufe  the  blame  cannot  be 
laid  upon  the  language.  As  we  write  at  pre- 
fent,  if  there  be  a period  at  all,  it  confiftscom- 
monly  only  of  two  members,  and  thefe 
tacked  together  by  the  conjun£lion  and^ 
and  the  words  of  both  of  the  fame  form  and 
ftIU(^iure  : And  in  fome  /afhionable  wri- 
tings of  late,  the  conclufion  is  commonly 
tagged  with  a wo««,  and  very  often  two 
nouns  and  their  attendant  epithets,  which 
fuch  writers  imagine  give  an  agreeable 
cadence  and  fomething  like  numbers 
to  their  compofition  And  as  they  think 

treatife,  iliji  rut  hiur^rti  rpn  cap.  9.  The 

word  are,  Eir*  ‘#i  fitt  «vr.> 

wtin^cti  KitKtf,  «vT«i  }|  ftti  TTalm  f^vAc^air*  at  ir«;,  T.vr.v; 

/tn  ilxraTitr  'ci^NrSxi  i|  jr^a\tyatiTx 

which  may  be  thus  rendered  : ‘ Do  you  think,  that  tvho 

* could  do  him  no  harm,  tho’  they  might  be  upon  their 

* guard  left  they  fhould  receive  harm  from  him,  thefe  he 

* would  rather  chufe  to  deceive,  than  to  ufe  open  violence 
‘ againft  them.’ 

* See  alfo  p.  133.  and  134.  of  volume  4th. 
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the  parenthefis  is  a disjointed  compofitioa 
which  obfcures  the  fenfe  and  ofienda 
their  ears,  they  do  not  ufe  it  at  all ; 
and  I have  heard  it  obferved,  of  a late 
' compilement  of  antient  hiftory  which  is 
in  high  vogue,  that  there  is  not  a paren- 
thefis  in  it  all.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
claflical  writer  will  ftudy  variety  very  much 
in  the  compofition  of  his  periods,  making 
them  fometimes  of  more  and  fometimes  of 
fewer  members,  conned,ing  thofe  members 
in  different  ways,  by  adverfative  as  well  as 
conjunctive  particles,  and  by  relatives  and 
participles,  varying  alfo  the  ftruClure  of  the 
words  and  the  phrafeology  in  the  feveral 
members,  and  likcwife  the  matter,  and 
throwing  in  now  and  then  a parenthejis^ 
which,  bv  being  disjointed  from  the  reft  of 
the  compofttion,  will  excite  the  attention 
the  reader  or  hearer  the  more,  and,  if 
well  compofed.  and  well  pronounced,  will 
give  occafion  to  an  agreeable  ftop  and 
variation  of  the  voice,  one  of  the  greateft 
beauties  of  fpeaking,  and  alfo  of  writing  *, 
as  Ipeaking  or  reading  is  the  beft  teft  of  wri- 

* See  vol.  3.  p.  76. 
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ting.  In  this  elegant  variety  of  compofition, 
1 think  there  is  no  author,  not  even  Demo-« 
fthenes  himfelf,  that  exceeds  the  Halicar- 
nailian ; for  you  hardly  ever  fee  in  him 
two  periods  together  of  like  phrafeology, 
or  arranged  and  figured  in  the  fame  way, 
unlefs  where  the  fenfe  or  fentiment  makes 
fuch  fimilarity  of  compofition  a beauty : 
For  in  good  writing,  as  I have  elfewhere 
obferved  *,  every  thing  muft  not  be  altoge- 
ther different,  any  more  than  pcrfedly  a- 
like.  . 

The  ftile  in  Englifh  likeft  to  the  Hali- 
carnafiian’s,  and  liker  fiill  1 think  to  that 
of  Thucydides,  is  the  ftile  of  Milton,  who 
in  my  opinion  is  the  greateft  writer  both 
in  verfe  and  profe  that  we  have  in  our  lan- 
guage. As  a poet  his  merit  is  generally  ac- 
knowledged. His  blank  verfe  is  fo  written 
as  to  be  the  fineft  compofition  that  our  lan- 
guage or,  1 believe,  any  modern  language, 
is  capable  of;  and  his  rhyming  verfe  I 
think  is  alfo  excellent.  In  his  Comus^ 
the  beft  poem  in  my  opinion  he  ever  wrote, 
he  has  made  a very  agreeable  variety,  by 


'2s4  ’T'he  Origin  and  Book  I,’ 

» *■ 

mixing  together  the  blank  verfe  and  the 
rhyme,  after  the  manner  of  the  Italian  o- 
pera,  which  he  has  imitated  throughout  in 
that  piece,  and  accordingly  has,  intermixed 
•with  the  reft  of  the  poetry,  fongs  in  it  the 
fineft  in  Englilh.  As  to  his  profe,  if  it  be 
true  that  the  antient  authors  ought  to  be 
our  ftandards  for  that  compofition,  and 
that  the  nearer  we  can  bring  our  language 
to  the  idiom  of  Greek  and  Latin,  the  more 
perfect  our  ftyle  is,  it  muft  be  confelTed, 
that  Milton’s  profe,  as  well  as  his  verfe,  is 
the  beft  we  have  in  Englifh ; for  it  certain- 
ly comes  as  near  to  the  Greek  and  Latin 
compofition  as  the  imperfe£fc  grammar  of 
our  language  will  admit,  fo  near  that  I 
know  it  is  by  many  thought  to  be  harfh, 
obfcure,  and  perplexed  ; and  fo  I know 
it  muft  appear  to  thofe  who  are  not  lear- 
ned. But  Milton  wrote  for  a learned  age  ; / 
and  I am  perfuadcd  his  ftile  was  not  then  / 
obfcure,  otherwife  he  would  not  have  beer ; 
employed  fo  much  by  the  parliament  and  O- 
liver  Cromwell  to  write  on  public  bufinefs. 

At  the  fame  time,  confidering  it  as  a claflical 
ftile,  it  muft  be  allowed  to  be  an  artificial 
one,  of  the  kind  which  the  Halicarnaffian 
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calls  x«/«TT»  xxt  .t^nhayfJLew,  or  what  may 
be  called  in  Englifh  a made  fiile^  that  is,  a 
ftilc  very  different  from  common  fpeech. 

. His  hiftory  being,  as  I have  obferved,  an 
abridgement,  the  ftile  of  it  is,  as  it  ought 
to  be,  much  Ampler  and  plainer,  and  fuch 
as  any  man,  who  has  learned  the  Englifli 
grammar,  may  eafily  enough  underftand. 
But  his  controverfial  writings  are  in  a ftile 
very  different ; and  they  ought  to  be  fo,  for 
they  are  of  the  rhetorical  kind,  and  the 
ftile  of  rhetoric  Ihould  be  very  different 
from  that  of  narrative  j and  it  is  a diffe- 
rence which  Milton  appears  to  me  to  have 
perfectly  known,  as  well  as  the  difference 
betwixt  either  of  thefe  ftiles  and  the  epif- 
tolary,  of  which  we  have  evidence  from 
the  letters  he  wrote  in  name  of  the  com- 
monwealth and  Oliver  Cromwell  to  fundry 
kings  and  ftates,  which  we  have  both  in 
Latin  and  Englilh,  and-  they  are  as  good 
letters  of  bufmefs  as  ever  were  written. 

That  he  excelled  in  this  rhetorical  ftile 
is  evident  from  the  fpeeches  of  the  Para- 
dife  Loft,  which  are  out  of  all  degree  of 
comparifon  the  belt  orations  we  have  in 
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Englifh.  And  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
ftile  which  he  had  pradlfed  more  than 
any  other,  having  been  engaged  in  contro- 
verfies  civil  or  religious  from  his  youth 
upwards  down  to  the  reftoration.  The 
variety  of  matter  in  thefe  controverfies  is 
wonderful ; They  abound  more  with  lear- 
ning of  all  kinds,  divine  and  human,  and 
there  is  in  them  a greater  copioufnefs  of 
arguments,  of  fads  from  antient  and  mo- 
dern, civil  and  eclefiaftical  hiftory,  of  au- 
thorities from  fcripture,  from  Fathers  of 
the  Church  and  modern  divines,  and  lail- 
ly  from  heathen  poets,  philofophers,  and 
hillorians,  than  is  to  be  found  in  any  one 
book  1 know ; with  all  this,  there  is  a keen- 
nefs  of  fatire,  of  wit  too  and  ridicule,  which 
is  hardly  to  be  paralleled.  And  he  con- 
cludes his  difcourfe  upon  the  Reformation 
in  England  with  an  inventive  upon  the 
Prelatical  paity,  much  more  violent  than 
any  thing  that  Demofthencs  has  faid  a- 
gainft  Philip. 

The  ftile  of  thefe  Philippics,  as  they 
may  be  called,  has  all  that  variety  of  cora- 
pofition,  which  I have  praifed  in  the  Hali- 
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carnaflian,  and  is  brought  as  near  to  the 
Greek  and  Lat>n  idiom,  and  as  much  figured 
as  the  poverty  of  our  language  will  admit. 
In  thefe  works  there  is  much  more  of  com- 
pofition  in  periods,  as  there  ought  to  be, 
than  there  is  in  his  hiftory.  I have  given 
elfewhere  an  example  of  whatl  think  a 
very  fine  period  in  the  beginning  of  his 
Eiconoclojles ^ and  I will  here  give  an  ex- 
ample of  two  in  the  beginning  of  another 
polemical  work  of  his,  entitled  The  Reafon 
of  Church  Government  urged  againjl  Pre- 
laty.  He  begins  his  preface  thus  : ‘ In 
‘ the  publifhing  of  human  laws,  which  for 
‘ the  moft  part  aim  not  beyond  the  good 
‘ of  civil  fociety,  to  fet  them  barely  forth. 
‘ to  the  people  without  reafon  or  preface, 

‘ like  a phyfical  prefcript,  or  only  with 

* threatnings,  as  it  were  a lordly  command, 

* in  the  judgment  of  Plato,  was  thought 
‘ to  be  done  neither  generoufly  nor  wifely. 

‘ His  advice  was,  feeing  that  perfuafion 
‘ certainly  is  a more  winning  and  manlike 
‘ way  to  keep  men  in  obedience  than  fear, 

* that  to  fuch  laws  as  were  of  principal 

* moment,  there  fhould  be  ufed,  as  an  in- 
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‘ du£lion,  fome  well  tempered  difcourfe, 

‘ fhowing  how  good,  how  gainful,  how 

* happy  it  muft  needs  be  to  live  according 

* to  honefty  and  juftice  ; which  being  ut- 

* tered  with  thefe  natural  colours  and 
‘ graces  of  fpeech,  as  true  eloquence  the 

* daughter  of  virtue  can  heft  beftow  upon 
‘ her  mother’s  praifes,  would  fp  incite  and 
‘ in  a manner  charm  the  multitude  into  the 

* love  of  that  which  is  really  good,  as  to 

* embrace  it  ever  after,  not  of  cuftom  and 

* awe,  which  moft  men  do,  but  of  choice 

* and  purpofe,  with  true  and  conftant  de- 
‘ light Here  it  may  be  obfervcd  the 
firft  period  confifts  only  of  two  members, 
the  one  much  longer  than  the  other,  end- 
ing with  the  word  command-,  the  other 
fhort,  and  concluding  the  period  with  a' 
very  natural  cadence.  The  fecond  period 
I would  divide  into  four  members  ; the 
firft  a ftiort  member  ending  with  the  word 

fear-,  the  other  longer,  concluding  with 
the  word  jujlice ; the  other  of  much  the 
fame  length  ending  with  the  word  praifes  ; 
and  the  fourth,  longer  than  any  of  the 
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former,  concludes  the  period,  and  in  the 
way  in  which  Ariftotle  fays  it  Ihould  be 
concluded,  by  the  natural  cadence  of  the 
words,  and  not  by  the  fenfe  only.  And 
the  reader  will  obferve  that  the  two  periods 
are  wholly  different  from  one  another,  and 
the  feveral  members  alfo  different,  both  in 
the  ftrudure  and  compofition  of  the  words, 
and  in  their  way  of  being  joined  togethet  ; 
fo  that  we  have  here  that  variety  without 
which  there  can  be  no  beauty,  as  I have 
had  frequently  occafion  to  obferve  in  the 
courfe  of  this  work,  in  any  of  the  works 
of  art. 

Befides  this  claflical  compofition  in  thofe 
controverfial  works,  there  is  a richnefs  of 
words  that  I do  not  find  in  other  Englifh 
authors ; and,  though  many  of  thefe  words 
are  now  obfoletc,  they  are  fuch  as,  in  my 
opinion,  ought  to  be  revived  and  brought 
again  into  fafhion. 

Such  a ftile  therefore  muft  have,  as  was 
faid  before,  a great  deal  of  the  colour  of 
Thucydides,  whofe  ftile  was  varied  and 
diftinguiflied  from  common  fpeech  by  all 
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the  variety  of  figures,  which  even  the 
Greek  language  will  admit.  And  as  Thu- 
cydides’s ftile  is  not  to  be  underflood  ex- 
cept by  a very  good  Greek  fcholar,  fo 
neither  is  Milton’s  (though  not  near  fo  ob- 
fcure  in  Englifh  as  Thucydides  is  in  Greek) 
to  be  perfectly  under  flood,  except  by  a 
fchojar  who  has  formed  his  tafle  of  good 
writing  upon  the  antient  maflers  of  the 
art  *.  1l  was  no  wonder,  therefore,  that 
fuch  a critic  as  Dr  Johnfon,  who,  in  my 
opinion,  was  neither  a fcholar  nor  a man 
of  tafte,  fliould  pronounce,  among  the  o- 


* The  edition  of  Milton’s  profe  works,  I ufc,  is  in 
3 volumes  in  folio,  printed  in  Amlferdatn  in  1698. 
And,  as  it  is  printed  in  a foreij<n  country,  by  a printer, 
who,  it  is  likely,  nnderftood  little  or  no  Englilh,  and 
under  the  infpeefion  of  a corrector  of  the  prefs,  who, 
we  may  fuppole,  did  not  perfectly  un  ierltand  Milton’s 
Attic  Englilli,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  there  are 
fundry  errors  of  the  prefs  in  it,  (and  indeed  I wonder 
there  are  not  more),  which  really  make  it  obfeure. 
There  is  no  other  edition  that  I have  heard  of ; and  the 
book  is  fo  rare,  that  I could  not  find  it,  when  1 wanted 
it,  (fuch  is  the  tafle  of  the  age),  in  the  fhop  of  any  book- 
feller  in  London.  In  this  manner,  fo  great  a treafurc 
of  learning,  arguments,  and  words,  may  be  faid  to  b? 
loft  to  the  public. 
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ther  oracles  which  he  has  uttered  from  his 
tripod,  that  Milton  does  not  write  Knglifli, 

(and  I have  heard  forne  of  the  Dodtor’s 
admirers  fay  the  fame),  but  a Babylonifh 
dialed!.  And  indeed  an  unlearned  critic, 
who  judges  of  the  Englifli  language,  by 
what  is  now  written  in  it,  will  be  dilpofed 
to  cenfure  thofe  claffical  idioms  of  Milton 
above  mentioned  as  harfh  and  uncouth  ; 
though,  if  he  be  more  candid  and  good  na- 
tured  than  the  Doctor,  he*may  not  give  fo 
hard  an  epithet  to  Milton’s  ftilc,  and  wliich 
indeed  is  the  worrt  thing  that  could  be  fiid 
of  any  ftile,  as  to  call  it  Babylonilh,  But 
the  Dodtor,  who  was  not  a Greek  fcholar, 
and  could  not  read  the  HalicarnafTian’s  cri- 
tical works  in  the  original,  w'hich  cannot  be 
underftood  in  the  tranflation,  v.'here  the  fe- 
veral  ways  of  diftinguilhing  ftile  from  com- 
mon fpeech  by  the  grammatical  figures  of  1 

conftxudtion,  are  better  e.xplained  than  by  j 

any  other  author^  knew  of  no  other  way  of  1 

adorning  his  ftile,  and  making  what  he  ' j 

thought  fine  writing,  except  by  epithets,  ! 

antithefes,  and  coining  new  w'ords.  Now,  j 

if  he  had  been  fcholar  enough  to  have  read  ! 

Thucydides,  the  great  ftaudard  for  wliat  I 
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\ 

call  the  made  ftile,  he  would  have  feen  that 
it  could  be  made  without  either  epithet  or 
antithefis  : And  as  to  new  coined  words,  if 

t 

Thucydides  had  attempted  that,  the  people 
of  Athens  had  fuch  regard  for  the  purity 
and  chaftity  of  their  language,  that  they 
would  not  have  born  it,  any  more  than  I 
think  the  people  of  England  fliould  have 
born  the  words  that  Dr  Johnfon  has  made, 
and  the  refledions  that  he  has  thrown  out 
upon  an  author,  who  does  fo  much  honour 
to  modern  times  and  to  the  Englifh  nation 
in  particular.  The  commendation  of  the 
Paradife  Lojl,  with  which  he  concludes  his 
life  of  Milton,  is  I think  more  abfurd  than 
his  cenfures  of  him,  and  fo  ridiculous  that, 
if  1 had  had  a better  opinion  of  the  Doc- 
tor’s critical  talents,  I (hould  have  imagi- 
ned that  he  faid  it  by  way  of  irony  and 
ridicule  of  Milton.  He  fays  that  ‘ the  Pa- 
* radife  Lojl  is  not  the  gieateft  of  heroic 
‘ poems,  only  becanfe  it  is  not  the  firft.* 
Now,  as  the  chief  merit  of  a poem,  a pic- 
ture, or  indeed  of  every  work  of  art,  is  the 
choice  of  the  fubjed,  if  Dr  Johnfon  had 
been  but  the  twentieth  part  the  tythe  of 
a critic,  (to  ufe  an  expreflion  of  Shake- 
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fpear),  he  would  have  known  that,  by  the 
nature  of  things,  it  was  impofliblej  of  fuch 
a fubjedl  as  that  of  the  Paradife  Lojl,  to 
make  fo  fine  a poem  as  the  Iliad  of  Homer. 
For  an  epic  poem  as  well  as  a tragedy  is, 
as  Ariftotle  tells  us,  the  imitation  of  a hu- 
man action.  Now  the  fubjedt  of  the  Pa- 
radife Lojly  as  I have  obferVed  elfewhere,* 
is  divine  and  fupernatural  ; and  there  is 
hardly  any  thing  human  in  it,  except  the 
fpeeches  in  the  council  of  the  Devils,  which 
are  the  beft  of  the  rhetorical  kind  to  be 
found  in  Englifh,  the  fedudlion  of  Eve 
by  the  flattery  of  the  Devil,  and  the  quarrel 
betwixt  the  Man  and  Wife  after  the  Fall : 
For,  as  to  his  battles  of  Angels  fighting  in 
Cubic  Phalanx,  they  are  altogether  out  of 
nature,  at  leaft  human  nature.  The  charac- 
ters likewife  ate  cither  too  good  or  too  bad, 
not  mixed,  as  characters  in  poetry  ought  to 
be.  The  fubjedt  therefore  of  the  Paradife 
Loft  is  much  too  high  for  poetical  imita- 
tion ; whereas  the  ftory  of  Homer’s  Iliad  is 
the  beft  fubje£t  for  an  epic  poem  that  ever 
was  invented,  or  to  fpeak  more  properly,  that 
ever  was  chofen  ; for  though  the  genius 
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of  the  poet  might  adorn  and  embellifli  fuch 
a fubjefl:,  by  adding  or  taking  away  cir- 
cumftances,  I hold  it  to  be  beyond  the 
power  of  man  to  have  invented  altogether 
fuch  a ftory.  All  therefore  he  could  fay, 
with  any  (how  of  reafon,  in  praife  of  Mil- 
ton  above  Homer,  is,  that,  if  Homer  had 
had  the  fame  fubjedt,  he  could  not  have 
made  fo  much  of  it  as  Milton  has  done. 

The  Dodor  has  been  pleafed  not  only 
to  cenfure  the  Englilh  of  Milton,  in  the 
ftrong  terms  above  mentioned,  but  to  at- 
tack his  Latin  in  that  noble  work  which 
gained  him  fo  much  reputation  all  over 
Europe,  I mean  his  Defenfio  pro  Populo 
Anglicano,  in  which  he  encountered  a man 
who  was  reputed  the  greateft  fcholar  of  the 
age,  and  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  it  is  faid  to 
have  proved  the  caufe  of  his  death.  In  this 
work  Milton  has  fhown  that  Salmafius  did 
'not  write  good  Latin  ; and,  in  return,  the 
Dodor  has  endeavoured  to  fhow  that  Mil- 
ton’s Latin  is  as  bad  ; but  in  this  he  has  not 
fucceeded  *. 

• The  Latin  which  the  Doftor  finds  fault  with, 
is  in  the  beginning  of  his  Preface  to  h!s  Defence  \ 
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Before  I read  this  criticlfm,  though  I 
knew  the  Dodor  was  no  Greek  fcholar, 


where,  after  expofing  a French  Idiom  which  SalmaGus 
has  ufed,  where  he  fpeaks  of  the  Perfona  Regis,  he 
adds,  Caeterum  ob  hujufmodi  mxas  Gallico-Latinas,  quibus 
paffim  fcates,  non  tarn  m'tki,  neqtti  enim  tjl  oiium,  quant 
ipfis  tuis  Grammatijiis  paenas  dabh  ; quibus  ego  te  deriden- 
dum  et  vapulandum  propino.  Upon  which  the  Doctor’s 
Remark  is.  That  ‘ Milton  has  inforced  the  charge  of 
‘ a Solecifm  againft  Salmafius,  by  an  expreffion  in  it- 
‘ felf  grofsly  folecijlical,  when,  for  one  of  thefe  fuppofed 
< blunders,  he  fays,  as  Ker,  and,  I thinks  fome  one  be- 
‘ fore  him,  has  remarked,  propino  te  tuis  Grammatiflis 
* Vapulandum.  From  Vapulo,  which  has  a paffive 
‘ fenfe,  Vapulandus  can  never  be  derived.  No  man 
‘ forgets  his  original  trade  ; the  rights  of  nations  and  of 
‘ Kings  fink  into  queftions  of  Grammar,  if  Gramma- 
‘ rians  difeufs  them.’  Here  the  Doflor  has  ufed  a li* 
berty,  not  uncommon  with  him,  to  coin  a new  word 
vi%.  Soleci/lical,  to  exprefs  this  grofs  blunder  of  Mil- 
ton  ; but  a word,  formed  not  according  to  the  analogy 
ol  the  Language,  and,  what  is  worfe,  confounding  a 
diftinflion  which'  the  Grammatical  Art  makes  betwixt 
a Barbarifm  and  a Solecifm  ; the  firft  relating  to  fingle 
words,  the  other  to  the  compofition  and  confiruftion 
of  them.  ■ This  diftindlion  is  laid  down  in  the  Philo- 
fophical  Greek  Grammar  of  the  learned  Greek  of 
modern  times,  Tlieodorus  Gaza,  but  which  I would 
have  excufed  the  Doftor  for  not  knowing,  as 
that  Grammar  is  not  tranllated.  But  the  fame  de- 
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I believed  that  he  had  underftood  Latin  as 
much  at  lead  as  any  man  can  underhand  a 

ftinftion  is  laid  down  in  the  common  Grammars  and 
Diflionarics.  Now  hiilton’s  error,  if  it  be  one,  is  a 
Barbarifm  and  not  a Solecifm  ; and  one  fliould  have 
thought  that  the  real  name  for  the  thing  would  have 
plealed  the  Doctor  more  than  the  wrong  name  he  has 
given  it  : fo  that  here  it  appears  that  the  Do£tor  has 
forgotten  his  original  trade  as,  he  fays,  Milton  has 
done.  The  espreffion  is  fiich,  that,  as  it  ftands  in  Mil- 
ton,  it  is  impoflible  to  miftake  the  meaning  of  it  ; and 
it  is  only  the  ohfeure  diligence  (to  ufe  an  cxprefllon  of  Ter- 
ence) of  a Pedantic  Schoolmafter  that  would  have  ob- 
ferved  it,  tho’  the  Do£lor  has  not  even  the  glory  of 
having  firft  difeovered  it.  This  Blunder,  fo  grofs, 
that  it  could  not  be  exprefled  in  the  common  words 
of  the  Language,  comes  only  to  this,  th.it  Milton  has 
ufed  a Participle  of  the  word  Vapulo,  derived  from  the 
paffive  voice  of  the  Verb,  which,  the  Doctor  fays,  it 
has  not : And  he  may  be  in  the  right,  at  lead  1 do  not 
remember  to  have  read  any  Tenfc  or  Participle  of  the 
Verb  derived  from  Vapuhr,  But  fo  far  Milton  is 
in  the  right,  that  he  ufes  the  Verb  only  in  a paffive 
fenfe  ; for  if  he  had  given  it  an  aftive  figniheation  in 
any  of  its  Voices  or  Tenfes,  I lliould  have  thought  it 
an  error.  But  ail  he  has  done  is  to  borrow  from  the 
paffive  voice  a future  Participle,  and  which  I think  was 
of  neceffity,  if  he  was  to  ufe  the  word  at  all ; for  if  he 
had  ufed  the  future  a£live  Participle,  I ihould  not,  for 
my  part,  have  underftood  him  ; nor  do  I believe  there 
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learned  language,  who  underftood  not  the 
fcience  of  language  nor  any  other  fci- 

is  an  example  of  Vapulaturus  being  ufed  in  that  fenfe. 
Now  he  could  have  ufed  no  word  fo  proper  as  V apum 
landus  ; for  V erberandus  would  not  have  been  lb  pro- 
per,  becaufe  Milton  certainly  did  not  mean  that  he  was 
to  be  tvhipt  by  his  Scholars,  but  only  derided  md.  railed. 
at,  as  pretending  to  underftand  what  he  did  not  undcr- 
ftand.  Now  in  this  fenfe  of  being  rented  at,  the  word  is  u- 
fed  by  Cicero  ; for  he  fays fermone  vapulo,  that  is  / am  «• 
bu/ed  and  railed  at.  Another  thing  to  be  oblervcd  is  that 
the  gerund  vapulandum  of  this  verb  b in  cotninon  ufc. 
Now  the  Gerund  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  neuter  of  the 
paffive  participle  future.  All  therefore  that  Milton 
has  done  is  to  ufc  thapaffive  participle  Vapulandus,  not  in 
the  neuter  Gender  only  and  as  a fubftantivc,  but  as 
an  adjedUve.  But  farthex,  if  the  transferring  a Parti- 
ciple from  one  voice  to  another,  was  without  example 
in  the  Latin  Language,  there  might  be  fome  truth  in 
the  Dodtor’s  Criticifm : But  there  is  a well  known 
Example  in  the  word  fequor  which  is  a verb  in  the  poC- 
five  voice  with  an  adUve  llgnification  ; and  yet  it  has 
the  prefent  participle  of  the  adlive  voice  viz.  fequenSf 
as  well  as  the  future  {xdlive  participle  fequendus ; 
and  it  likewife  borrows  from  the  adlive  voice  a future 
participle  fecuturus ; and  the  fame  is  the  calc  of  loqucr, 
and  leveral  other  deponent  verbs.  Now,  if  a verb  of  a 
pafllve  form  with  an  adlive  llgnification  can  borrow  two 
participles  from  the  adlive  form  of  the  fame  verb,  why 
may  not  a verb  of  an  adlive  form  with  a paffive  figni- 
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ence  *.  But  I am  now  in  doubt,  whether 
he  was  even  a complete  Latin  fcholar  in  the 


fcation,  fuch  as  vapulo,  borrow  one  participle  from  the 
paffive  form  of  the  fame  •verb  ? I therefore  fay  that  the 
ufe  of  the  paffive  participle  vapulandus  by  Milton  is  ac- 
cording to  the  analogy  of  the  Language.  But  further 
Bill  I fay  that  if  the  exprcffion  could  not  be  juftified  by 
the  common  analogy  of  the  Language,  there  are  other 
Expreffions  in  the  beft  authors  more  contrary  to 
that  analogy  ; for  in  Virgil  we  read  Vtntofa  per 
etquora  veHis,  where  the  defeft  of  the  Latin 
Language,  in  not  having  a prefent  participle  paf- 
five, is  fupplied  by  the  ufe  of  the  pad  participle  paf- 
five : And  by  Cicero  it  is  fupplied  in  a more  extraordi- 
nary manner  by  ufing  the  prefent  participle  aftive  ; 
for  he  has  faid  Marinis  invehens  belluis.  (See  what  fur- 
ther I have  faid  upon  this  fubjeft  p.  85.  of  vol;  4th. 
of  this  work.)  Now  I think  Milton  in  this  inftance  has 
done  no  more  than  fupply  a defeft  in  the  Latin  Lan- 
guage ; for  certainly  the  Language  was  defedlive,  if  it 
afforded  no  trord  to  exprefs  the  futurity  of  Vapulo  in  a 
paffive  fenfe. 

• My  reafon  for  faying  that  the  Dodlor  underftood 
no  fcience,  is  that  he  was  ignorant  of  what  I call  the  ABC 
of  fcience,  I mean  the  principles  of  Geometry : for  in  his 
Diftionary  he  has  defined  a Theorem  to  be  a Pqfition  laid 
dtnvn  as  an  acknovuleged  truth,  plainly  confounding  it  with 
an  Axiom  or  felf-evident  Propofition.  ^See  what  I have 
further  faid  of  Geometry  in  vol.  4.  Book  2.  p 194O  And 
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common  fenfe  of  the  word,  though  he  had 
not  only  learned  it  as  other  men  do,  but 
taught  it. 

What  I have  faid  here  of  Dr  Johnfon 
will,  I'know,  be  very  unpopular,  as  the 
Do£tor  was  very  much  admired  during 
his  life,  and  has  been  wonderfully  celebra- 
ted fince  his  death.  But  I write  neither 
for  profit  nor  fame  ; or,  if  I were  defirous 
of  fame,  I think,  I could  fay  with  Milton 
‘ that  Lam  not  fo  dcftitute  of  other  hopes, 

here  I cannot  help  obferving,  that  it  were  to  be  wi(h- 
ed,  that  the  Englifli  Scholars  in  their  long  Courfe  of 
Education  at  School  and  College,  of  no  lefs  than 
twelve  years,  applied  themfclyes  more  to  fcience,  and 
did  not  employ  their  time  wholly  upon  Greek  and 
Latin.  I have  been  told  that  the  firft  Lord  Lyttleton, 
whom  I had  the  honour  to  know,  and  who  was  a man 
of  a great  deal  of  genius  and  an  excellent  fcholar,  had 
not  the  ufe  of  the  Rule  of  three  when  he  was  Chan- 
cellor of  Exchequer  ; and  in  Letters  publiflied  under 
the  name  of  his  ion,  it  is  laid  that  he  could  not  fum  up 
an  account  of  pounds,  /hillings  and  pence.  Now, 
tho’  Arithmetic,  as  a Icience,  is  for  the  greater  part 
loft  in  modem  times,  we  certainly  ought  to  leam  the 
praftice  of  it,  as  an  Art  not  only  ufeful  but  ncccflary 
in  human  life. 


Digitized  by  Google 


270  The  Origin  and  Book  I* 

* and  means  more  cerlain.to  attain  it,’*  asto 
become  the  panegyrift  of  Dr  Johnfon ; or, 
if  I had  dcfired  that  reputation,  I could  not 
have  exceeded,  nor  even  have  come  up  to 
what  Dr  Beattie  has  faid  in  his  praife  ; for 
in  two  words  he  has  celebrated  him  more 
than  all  his  other  encomiafts  put  together, 
who  in  my  opinion  would  have  praifed  him 
muchj  better  if  they  had  not  ufed  fo  many 
words,  and.  had  related  fewer  particulars 
concerning  him ; for  Dr  Beattie  has  called 
him  the  great  and  the  good  Dr  Johnfon. 
Now  fome  men  have  been  great  that  were 
not  goodf  and  others  have  been  good  that 
were  not  great \ but  to  be  both  good  and 
great  makes  a charader  abfolutely  compleat. 

But  though  I were  able  to  praife  Dr 
Johnfon  as  ably  as  Dr  Beattie  has  done,  I 
am  not  at  all  difpofed  to  difplay  iny  pane- 
gyrical talents  in  that  way-:  So  far  from 
that,  I hold  that  the  praife  and  admira- 
tion, which  fo  many  of  the  Englilh  na- 
tion (not  the  whole,  nor  the  men  of 
learning  and^tafte  among  them),  have  be- 

* latrodufUoa  to  the  hanoclajles. 
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flowed  upon  Dr  Johnfon,  both  alive  and 
dead,  is  one  of  the  greateft  difgraces  that 
ever  befel  them,  confidered  as  a nation  of 
learning  and  tftfle,  and  the  moft  adverfe  to 
their  national  character : for  Dr  Johnfon 
was  the  mofl  invidious  and  malignant  man 
I have  ever  known,  who  praifed  no  author 
or  book  that  other  people  praifed,  and  in 
private  converfation  was  ready  to  cavil  at 
and  contradid  every  thing  that  was  faid, 
and  could  not  with  any  patience  hear  any 
other  perfon  draw  the  attention  of  the  com- 
pany for  ever  fo  fhort  a time.  Now  the 
charader  of  the  Englilh  nation  is  to  praife 
and  admire  whatever  they  think  worthy 
of  admiration ; and  which  is  fo  well  known 
abroad,  that  every  man,  who  thinks  he 
has  any  thing  curious  to  fhow  or  to  pu- 
blifli,  comes  to  England.  Of  this  fo  ami- 
able difpofition  of  the  Englilh  nation,  I 
myfelf  have  had  experience.  When  I 
publilhed  the  firft  volume  of  this  work, 
the  Scotch  reviewers,  who  were  not  then 
my  friends,  any  more  than  the  Englilh  re- 
viewers now  are,  and  for  the  fame  reafon^ 
did  all  they  could  to  cry  down  the  work, 
and  which  no  doubt  in  Scotland  had  fome 
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effed  : But  In  England  the  work  was  moft 
favourably  received,  though  the  author  at 
that  time  had  no  particular  connexions  in 
England,  being  hardly  known  there  ; and 
the  firft  edition  was  immediately  fold  off, 
and  a new  edition  publifhed.  This  pro- 
voked the  Scotch  reviewers  fo  much,  that 
when  the  fecond  and  third  volumes  were 
publiihed,  they  became  quite  fcurrilous, 
not  only  abufing  the  work  but  the  author, 
which  raifed  the  indignation  of  the  people 
of  Scotland  fo  much  againft  them,  that 
there  was  no  more  fale  for  their  re- 
view ; and  we  have  had  no  reviewers 
here  in  Scotland  fince  the  review  of  my 
third  volume.  Although  therefore  I ne- 
ver fought  any  patronage  for  my  works, 
nor  indeed  very  much  defired  it,  (for  I am 
fo  felfifli,  as  I have  acknowledged  elfe- 
where,  that  I write  more  for  myfelf 
than  for  the  public),  yet  I think  that  I am 
much  obliged  to  the  Englifh  nation,  for 
the  proteXion  they  have  given  me,  againft 
the  abufes  both  of  the  Scotch  reviewers  and 
their  own  ; and  if  I could  repay  that  ob- 
ligation by  putting  an  end  at  laft  to  the  pa- 
negyrics upon  Dr.  Johnfon,  which  do  fo 
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little  credit  to  the  nation,  and  of  which  the 
public  appears  now  to  be  quite  ficfc,  I 
Ihould  be  very  much  pleafed. 

I fhould  be  thought  to  do  injuftice  to 
Dr  Johnfon,  if,  before  I took  leave  of  him, 
1 did  not  beftow  fome  commendation  up- 
on his  Engliflt  Didlionary.  It  is  certain-' 
ly  a moft  laborious,  and,  I think,  an  ufe- 
ful  work.  But  there  are  many  works 
ufeful,  and  even  neceflary,  which  require 
no  genius  at  all ; and  didionary-making 
is  one  of  thefe.  Julius  Caefar  Scaliger  call- 
ed the  labourers  of  this  kind,  les  portefaix 
de  la  republique  delettres,  the  porters  of  the 
republic  of  letters;  and  yet  ihel'e  in  his  time 
were  compofers  of  Greek  and  Latin  dic- 
tionaries. .Such  didlionary-makers  1 reck- 
on among  the  reftorers  of  antient  learning, 
by  whofe  induftry  we  are  enabled  to  live 
in  the  antient  world,  one  of  the  greatert 
bleflings,  in  my  opinion,  'whieh  we  enjoy 
in  this.  Of  thefe,  Henry  Stephen  is  the 
moft  eminent,  who  has,  with  infinite  la- 
bour, compiled  a Greek  didtionary,  which 
he  very  properly  entitles  Thefaurus  Lingua 
VoL.  V.  Mm 
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Grecte  ; out  of  which  have  been  made  all 
the  Greek  didtionaries  of  any  value  fince 
his  time.  He  was  not  only  a man  of  the 
greateft  learning  of  his  time,  but  a man  of 
genius,  even  a genius  for  philofophy,  as  he 
has  fhown  by  his  edition  of  Plato  : And 
therefore,  I think,  the  learned  world  has 
infinite  obligations  tO'  him,  for  ftooping  to 
the  labour  of  compiling  a didtionary  even 
of  fo  noble  a language  as  the  Greek.  But 
to  compile  a didtionary  of  a barbarous  lan- 
guage, foch  as  all  the  modern  are,  compa- 
red with  the  learned,  is  a work  which  re- 
quires neither  genius  nor  learning,  and 
which,  a man  of  real  genius,  rather  than 
undertake,  would  choofe  to  die  of  hunger, 
the  moft  cruel,  it  is  faid,  of  all  deaths. 

I fliould,  however,  have  praifed  this  la- 
bour of  the  Dodlor’s  more,  though  of  the 
meaneft  kind,  if,  in  the  account  he  has  gi- 
ven us  of  words,  he  had  diftinguilhed  be- 
tween the  proper  and  original  fignification 
of  the  words,  and  the  figurative  and  meta- 
phorical ; as  it  is  impolfible  that  we  can  ufe 
any  word  fitly  in  its  metaphorical  fenfe, 
without  knowing  its  proper  meaning.  Now 
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the  Dodor,  though  he  gives  us  many  dif- 
ferent meanings  of  the  fame  word,  diftin- 
guifhes  them  no  other  way  than  by  the 
numbers,  o«e,  /w®,  three ^ <^’c.  To  be 
convinced  how  defedive  his  didionary  is 
in  this  refped  as  well  as  in  fome  others, 
we  need  only  compare  it  with  the  didio- 
nary  of  the  French  language  compiled  by 
the  French  Academy,  where  we  have  the 
proper  fignification  of  every  word  careful- 
ly diftinguilhed  from  the  figurative  ; and, 
when  any  word  is  of  low  or  vulgar  ufe, 
and  therefore  unfit  for  grave  and  ferious 
compofition,  we  are  likevvife  informed  of 
that. — In  ihort,  it  is  the  bell  didlonary  I 
have  ever  feen,  except  the  Greek  didiona- 
ry  of  Henry  Stephen  above  mentioned. 

I will  conclude  this  book  with  fome  ob- 
fervations  upon  ftile  in  general;  and  I will 
begin  with  an  obfervation  which  1 have 
elfewhere  made,  but  which,  I think,  it  is 
not  improper  to  repeat  here.  That  there  is 
nothing  offends  a judicious  reader  fo  much 
as  when  he  perceives  that  an  author  la- 
bours to  write  ill.  Now,  this  mult  be  the 
cafe,  if  a writer  has  formed  a bad  talle  of 
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ftile.  It  is  the  fame  as  in  drefs*  in  behavi- 
our, or  in  any  thing  elfe  of  ornament;  for, 
if  your  tafte  of  drefs  is  bad,  the  more  you 
labour  to  adorn  your  perfon,  the  worfe  you 
will  be  dreffed  ; and  nothing  offends  men 
of  good  tafte  more  than  ftudied  and  affedi- 
ed  graces  of  behaviour  ; and  it  re  the  fame 
with  refpeft  to  the  arts^  which  have  been 
all  at  different  times  fpoiled  more  or  lefs 
by  a bad  tafte  of  ornament,  and  no  art 
more  than  the  writing  art.  The  ftile  over- 
laboured, and  in  bad  tafte,  is  what  is  call- 
ed by  the  antients  the  fophiftical  ftile,  up- 
on which  I have  beftowed  a whole  chap- 
ter, viz.  the  23,  chapter  of  lib.  4.  of  vol. 
3.  of  this  work.  The  writer  of  hiftory, 
therefore,  or  of  any  thing  elfe,  ought  to  be 
furc  before  he  begin,  that  he  has  formed 
a good  tafte  of  writing  ; for,  if  his  tafte  be 
bad,  he  may  be  aflured,  that  the  more  he 
labours  his  compofition,  the  worfe  it  will 
be,  and  the  more  difgufting  to  men  of 
good  tafte.  • - 

The  moft  laboured  ftile  of  hiftory  that 
we  have  feen  in  our  time,  is  the  fafliion- 
able  hiftory  above  mentioned,  I mean  Mr 
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Gibbon’s  Roman  Hiftory,  in  which  the  au- 
thor appears  to  have  ftudied  to  give  us  all 
kinds  of  ftiles,  the  hiftorical,  the  poetical, 
the  rhetorical,  and  the  didadic.  This  makes 
fuch  a jumble  and  heterogeneous  mixture, 
that  I do  not  know  what  name  to  give  to 
his  ftile,  unlefs  it  be  the  name  which  Mr 
Gay  gives  to  a Farce  of  his  writing,  viz. 
the  What  d'  ye  call  it.  You  have  epithets, 
periphrafes,  and  minute  defcriptions  tend- 
ing to  pleafe  the  fancy  or  move  the  paf- 
fions.  By  epithets,  I mean  not  every  ad- 
jedive  which  is  joined  to  a noun,  but  fuch 
as  tend  to  excite  furprife,  admiration,  abhor- 
rence, or  any  other  paflion,  not  fuch  adjec- 
tives as  are  necelTary  either  for  narrative  or 
argument.  Now,  as  to  epithets,  in  the  fenfe 
I ufe  the  word,  there  is  nothing  that  di- 
ftinguifhes  poetry  more  from  profe  than 
the  frequent  ufe  of  them.  Take  from  Ho- 
mer his  epithets,  and  his  language,  fetting 
afide  his  verfification,  is,  I am  perfuaded, 
nothing  but  the  common  language  of  the 
times  in  which  he  wrote.  Now,  Mr  Gib- 
bon abounds  fo  much  in, epithets,  that,  to 
quote  examples  from  him,  would  be  to 
(^uote  alraoft  every  page  of  his  hiftory.  As 
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to  periphrafes,  I fhall  only  mention  two, 
one  of  them  for  a very  common  thing, 
namely,  fi/Jiing  in  the  fea^  which  he  calls, 

* cajling  nets  in  the  nvaves  of  the  ocean  * 
The  other  is  a thing  alfo  very  well  known, 
excommunication^  which  he  defcribes  to  be, 

* devoting  a man  to  the  abhorrence  of  Earth 

* and  Heaven  •f'.’  As  to  minute  and  circum- 
Hantial  defcriptions,  which  are  fo  proper 
in  poetry,  but  for  the  greater  part  exceed- 
ingly improper  in  hiftory,  there  is  one  re- 
markable example  in  his  defcription  of  the 
mad  pranks  of  Commodus  the  Emperor, 
particularly  his  ridiculous  imitation  of  Her- 
cules, upon  which  Mr  Gibbon  has  thought 
proper  to  beftow  all  the  flowers  of  his  wit 
and  eloquence  J ; but  which  a grave  and  fo- 
ber  hiftorian  would  hardly  have  deigned 
to  relate  circumftantially,  even  in  the  plain- 
eft  manner.  And  not  only  in  this  poeti- 
cal way  has  he  defcribed  extraordinary 
things,  fuch  as  the  follies  of  Commodus, 

* Vol.  2.  p.  527. 

f Ibid.  p.  225. 

Vol.  I.  p. 
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but  even  the  moft  ordinary  things,  fuch  as 
the  fituation  of  Conftantinople,  which  he 
has  defcribed  in  this  manner  : ‘ ‘The  figure 

* of  the  city^  (upon  which,  according  to 
his  ufual  cuftorn,  he  beftows  the  epithet  of 
imperial')^  ‘ may  be  reprefented  under  that 

* of  an  unequal  triangle.  The  obtufe  pointy 

* which  advances  towards  the  eaji  and  the 

* fhores  of  Afta,  meets  and  repels  the  waves 

* (f  the  Thracian  Bofphorus  Here  he 
has  enriched  the  language  of  geometry  by 
applying  the  word  unequal  to  a Tingle  tri- 
angle j and  he  may  be  faid  to  have  made 
a great  difcovery  in  philofophy,  by  finding 
out  that  a Tingle  thing  might  be  equal  or 
unequal^  without  comparifon  to  any  thing 
elTe.  But,  palling  over  this,  and  Tuppo- 
fing  that  he  meant  to  Tay,  that  the  an- 
gles of  the  triangle  were  unequal  to  one 
another,  what  fliall  we  fay  of  his  defcri- 
bing  ‘ the  obtufe  point  of  this  triangle 
‘ as  meeting  and  repelling  the  waves  of 
‘ the  Bofphorus  ?’  Was  it  not  fufficienc 
to  have  told  us,, that  '‘this  point  run  into 

* the  Bofphorus  ?’  or,  if  he  had  a mind  to 

* Vol.  2.  p.  3. 
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make  his  llile  fomewhat  poetical,  he  might 
have  faid,  that  * the  Bofphorus  ivajhed  this 
* point.’  But  to  tell  us,  that  ‘ it  met  and 
‘ repelled  the  nvaves  of  the  Bofphorus^  is  a 
high  poetical  figure,  giving  life  and  anima- 
tion to  this  blunt  angle,  fuch  as  Homer 
gives  to  his  darts,  hut,  when  ftrip’d  of  its 
poetical  drefs,  and  reduced  to  plain  Eng- 
lifh,  is  telling  us  no  more  than  what  every 
body  knows,  that  the  city  ivas  not  over-^ 
flowed  by  the  Bofphorus.  So  common  a 
thought,  fo  dreffed  and  adorned^  makes 
what  Mr  Bayes  calls  a flile  that  elevates 
and  furprifes. 

As  to  the  ornaments  of  rhetoric  in  Mr 
Gibbon’s  ftile,  I think  there  fhould  be  more 
of  them  than  there  is;  becaufe  I hold,  that, 
in  every  hiftory  well  compofed,  there  ought 
to  be  fpeeches  *,  without  which,  I think,  a 
hiftory  hardly  deferves  that  name, but  fhould 
be  called  a chronicle^  or  annals  : Or,  if  we 
are  to  give  it  the  name  of  hiftory,  it  fhould 
be  called  an  abridgement  of  hiftory,  fuch 
as  Milton’s  hiftory  of  England.  But,  in 


* See  p.  241.  of  this  volume. 
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the  narrative  of  hiftory,  whether  it  have 
ijpeeches  or  not,  rhetoric  is  very  improper. 
And,  though  it  were  to  be  adorned  in  that 
way,  epithets,  in  which  Mr  Gibbon  a- 
bounds  fo  much,  do  not  belong  to  the  rhe- 
torical ftile,  unlefs  the  fubje<i  of  the  ora- 
tion be  either  invedtive  or  panegyric ; and 
I can  produce  whole  orations  of  Detnofthe- 
nes  in  which  there  is  not  a fingle  epithet. 
Ant'ithefis  is  one  of  the  principal  figures 
of  rhetoric.  Now  of  this  figure  there  is  a 
grea.t  deal  more  in  Mr  Gibbon  than  in  the 
bed  orations  of  antiquity,  fiich  as  thole  of 
Demofthenes,  though  it  certainly  belongs 
more  to  reafoning  and  argu  ment  than  to  nar- 
rative. But  what  chiefly  diflingullhes  the 
ftile  of  rhetoric  from  any  other  ftile,  is  com- 
pofition  in  periods,  whereby  is  made  what 
is  called  by  the  antients  th.e  numerus  oraio- 
ritiSy  and  of  which  we  cannot  perceive  the 
beauty,  not  having  our  ears  formed  to  their 
rhythms  of  long  and  fiiort  fyllablcs  ; yet  it 
muft  be  acknowledged,  that  a well  compo- 
fed  period  in  Greek  or  Latin,  or  even  in 
Englifti,  though  pronounced,  as  we  pro- 
nounce, by  accent,'  and  not  by  quantity, 
VoL.  V.  N n 
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both  fills  and  pleafes  our  ears  *.  Mr  Gib- 
bon has  attempted  this  beauty  of  the  rhetori- 
cal Rile,  but,  I think,  not  fortunately  ; for  I 
hardly  obferve  in  him  any  thing  like  a pe- 
riod, except  a fentcnce,  which  is  frequently 
to  be  found  in  him,  terminated  with  two 
nouns,  and  each  its  attendant  epithet.  The 
reft  of  his  compofition  is  either  in  ftiort  fen- 
tences,  or,  if  longer,  of  two  members  only, 
connedfed  together  inartificially  by  the  con- 
jundfive  particle,  and  of  the  fame  form  and 
ftrudf  ure  of  the  words.  How  different  this 
is  from  Milton’s  periods,  is  evident  from 
the  examples  I have  given  both  in  this  vo- 
lume, and  in  other  volumes  of  this  work. 
Even  in  his  hiftorical  compofition,  fuch  as 
his  hiftory  of  England  before  the  Con- 
queft,  Milton  has  periods,  but  not  fo  many 
of  them,  and  very  difi’erent,  as  they  ought 
to  be,  from  his  rhetorical  periods. 

A ftilc,  fo  over  laboured  as  Mr  Gibbon’s, 
and  infuch  a manner,offends  me  much  mor« 

* See  what  I have  faiJ  of  compofition  Jn  periods, 
vol.  3.  lib.  4.  cap.  5.;  alfo  vol.  2.  p.  355.  and  follow- 
i.ng.  But,  befides  -rhythms,  the  Greeks  had  melody 
in  their  language,  which  made  a material  part  in  thcic 
compofition. — See  vol.  2.  lib.  3.  cap.  7. 
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than  the  moft  negligent  and  artlefs  compo- 
fition.  His  preface  to  his  firft  volume,  which* 
I am  perfuaded,  coft  him  very  little  trouble, 
pleafes  me  much  more  than  the  ftile  of  the 
hiftory  itfelf  j and  it  was  the  reading  of 
it,  which  encouraged  me  to  dip  into  the 
body  of  the  work.  But  with  it  I became 
very  foon  difgufted ; for  I am  like  a pain- 
ter or  fculptor,  who  has  formed  his  tafte 
upon  the  antient  monuments  of  art  to 
be  feen  at  Rome  and  Florence,  and  who, 
therefore,  pan  hardly  bear  to  look  at  fign- 
poft  painting,  or  any  thing  of  the  kind, 
that  is  not  formed  upon  the  antient  model  j 
fo  I,  having  formed  my  tafte  of  writing 
upon  fuch  authors  as  Herodotus,  Xeno- 
phon, Demofthenes,  and  Dionyfius  the  Ha- 
licarnaflian,  or  Julius  Caefar  in  Latin,  not 
only  by  reading  them  very  diligently,  but 
by  tranflating  and  imitating  them,  cannot 
read  with  any  pleafure  vvhat  is  compofed 
in  a ftile  fo  different  as  that  of  Mr  Gib- 
bon ; hut  rather  choofe  to  go  to  the  ori- 
ginal authors,  if  I defire  to  be  informed  of 
the  crimes  and  vices,  the  follies  and  extra- 
vagances of  thofe  degenerate  days,  of  which 
Mr  Gibbon  writes^  And  the  reader  would 
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not  have  been  troubled  with  thefe  animad- 
verfions  upon  his  ftile,  if,  in  looking  through  j 

that  great  collefkion  of  papers,  which  I 
have  lying  by  me,  and  which  I value  as 
much  as  any  mifer  does  his  hoards  of  mo- 
ney, 1 had  not  found  a letter  from  a friend  | 

of  mine,  who  is  no  more,  Mr  Chamber- 
layne,  an  excellent  fcholar,  and  a man  who 
had  as  good  a tafte  in  ftile  as  any  man  I 
ever  knew.  In  this  letter  he  gives  me  the 
greateft  part  of  thofe  obfervations  which  I 
have  here  publiftied. 

After  all  the  faults  I have  found  with 
Mr  Gibbon’s  ftile,  it  may  be  true,  that  he 
has  a genius,  tafte,  and  learning  fuperior  • 

to  the  age  in  which  he  lives.  But,  though 
he  knew  what  was  moft  perfe£t  in  ftile 
.and  compofition,  he  may  have  thought  it 
proper  to  w'rite,  accommodate  ad fenfui  ho- 
minum^  as  Cicero  fays  an  orator  fhould 
fpeak  ; And  accordingly  he  himfelf  fuit- 
ed  his  oratory  altogether  to  the  tafte  of 
his  audience  ; but  which,  I am  perfuaded, 
would  have  been  fo  difagreeable  to  the  , 

people  of  Athens,  that  he  would  not  have 
been  heard  there  with  any  patience.  Fol- 

1 
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lowing  fo  great  an  example,  Mr  Gibbon 
perhaps  has  chofen  to  write  in  a ftile  very 
well  fuited  to  the  tafte  of  his  age,  and 
which  has  therefore  given  him  much  great- 
er reputation,  as  well  as  profit,  than  if  he 
had  imitated  thofe  authors  1 have  mention- 
ed. For  example,  if  he  had  taken  Julius 
Caefar’s  Commentaries  for  his  model,  the 
moft  of  his  readers,  I believe,  would  have 
formed  the  fame  judgment  of  his  ftile, 
which  the  Frenchman  I have  mentioned 
formed  of  the  ftile  of  Caefar  *. 

\ 

A book  has  lately  fallen  into  my  hands, 
in  which,  I think,  the  author  has  outdone 
even  Mr  Gibbon  in  the  florid,  poetical, 
and  epithetical  ftile  ; and  indeed  has  ex-, 
ceeded  every,  thing  of  the  kind  that  I have 
feen,  except  the  advertif'ements  of  Dr 
Graham,  which  1 hold  to  be  the  perfedion 


* P.  82.  of  this  vol. — See  what  I have  faid  of  the 
ftile  of  Caefar’s  Commentaries,  p.  83  ; where,  I think, 
I have  beftowed  upon  them  the  greateft  praife  which 
can  be  beftowed  upon  any  ftile,  that  of  drawing  your 
attention  to  the  matter  more  than  to  the  words.  The 
very  reverfe  of  this  is  a diftinguiflting  mark  of  the  ftile 
of  Tacuus.— Sec  vol.  3.  lib.  4.  cap.  12.  p.  213. 
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of  this  fafhionable  flile.  It  is  a book 
of  Travtls  of  Eyles  Irvine  through  the 
Red  Sea  and  the  Coafl  of  Arabia  and  Egypt; 
a book  in  which  one  ihould  expedl  no- 
thing but  a plain  narrative  of  fad^s.  But 
to  (how  how  much  he  has  raifed  his  ftile 
above  that,  I will  only  quote  one  paflage, 
page  52.  where  he  gives  us  a compariibn 
betwixt  two  things  that  one  ihould  think 
exceedingly  different,  a camel  and  a fhip  ; 
but  betwixt  which  he  has  found  a 'wonder- 
ful likcnefs,  expreffed  in  the  following 
words  : ‘ While  the  wooden  bark,’  fays 
he,  ‘ ploughs  the  deep,  and  wafts  from 
‘ (hore  to  fhore  the  produce  of  each  cli- 

* mate,  this  living  veflel  traverfes  the  path- 
‘ lefs  wafte,  fraught  with  the  precious 
‘ treafures  of  the  Eaft.’  So  he  goes  on 
for  feveral  lines,  and  then  concludes  : 

* His  mighty  ftrength,  his  dauntlefs  heart, 

* fink  beneath  the  w’hirl wind’s  rage;  and, 

* like  the  towering  fhip,  which  w'inds  and 

* waves  affail  with  ceafelefs  fury,  he  yields 
‘ at  length  to  inevitable  fate.’  In  this  way 
he  goes  on  in  a ftile  neither  verfe  nor  profe ; 
or,  if  you  will  call  it  profe,  it  is  what  Mr 
Pope  calls  profe  run  mad^  till  at  laft,  in  the 
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end,  he  gives  us  pure  poetry,  in  two  odes, 
one  on  the  Defarty  and  another  on  the 
Nile  ; both  which  1 think  very  much  bet- 
ter than  his  profe ; for  the  author  does  not 
appear  to  me  to  want  a lively  imagination, 
and  he  has  a fufficient  command  of  words; 
but  he  is  entirely  defedtive  in  that,  without 
which  no  work  of  art  can  be  perfedt,  I mean 
a fenfe  of  what  is  decent,  proper,  becoming, 
and  fuitable  to  the  fubjedt,  which  I have 
ufed  many  words  to  exprefs,  but  which 
by  the  Greek  critics  is  expreffed  in  one, 
viz.  the  TO  Trpe-TToi' ; a thing  fo  various,  and 
fo  different  in  different  fubjedis,  that  it 
never  has  been  defined,  nor,  I believe,  e-r 
ver  can  be  defined  : But  we  are  lure  that 
it  depends  upon  a natural  fenfe  of  what  is 
beautiful,  graceful,  and  becoming  ; which, 
if  it  be  wanting,  cannot  be  given  by  any 
art  or  teaching,  but  may  be  greatly  im- 
proved by  the  ftudy  of  the  bell  models  *. 

I will  make  one  obfervation  more  upon 
this  falhionable  ftilc  of  Mr  Gibbon  and 
Mr  Irvine  ; and  it  is  this  ; 

* Sec  what  I have  faid  upon  this  fubjeit,  vol. 
f.  290.  and  following. 
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An  hiftorian,  or  narrator  of  any  kind 
ought  to  make  his  narrative  fuch,  that  the 
reader  may  believe  it  to  be  true.  Even 
if  he  writes  a romance,  like  the  travels  of 
Gulliver,  it  is  one  of  the  greateft  praifes  of 
fuch  a work,  that  it  has  at  leaft  the  appear- 
ance of  truth  and  probability,  which  the 
Dean,  by  imitating  the  fimplicity  of  ftilc 
of  the  antient  hiftorians,  has  given  to  his 
moft  extravagant  fidlions  more  than  is  to 
be  found  in  many  of  our  modern  hifto- 
ries’*^.  Now,  in  this  moft  important  point, 
the  hiftory  of  Mr  Gibbon,  and  the  travels 
of  Eyles  Irvine,  are  remarkably  deficient : 
For  whoever  reads  them  will  be  difpofed 
to  believe,  that  they  are  written  to  fhow 
the  wit  of  the  authors,  and  to  amufe  and 
pleafe  the  fancy  of  the  reader,  not  to  in- 
ftru£t  him,  or  inform  him  of  fads.  To 
be  convinced  of  this,  1 defire  any  man  to 
read  Mr  Gibbon’s  defeription  above  men- 
tioned of  the  ridiculous  exhibitions  of 
Cemmodus  in  the  amphitheatre  at  Rome. 
There  he  tells  us,  ‘ That  the  dens  of  the 
‘ amphitheatre  difgorged  at  once  loo  lions; 


* Vol.  3.  lib.  4.  cap.  10.  in  fint. 
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*100  darts  from  the  unerring  hand  of 
‘ Commodus’  (whom  he  dignifies  with  the 
name  of  imperial  performer)  ‘ laid  them 
‘ dead,  as  they  ran  raging  round  the  are- 
‘ na.’  And  again  : * A panther  was  let 

* loofe ; and  the  archer  waited  till  he  had 

* leaped  on  a trembling  malefador  : In 
‘ the  fame  inftant  the  fhaft  flew,  the  beaft 

* dropt  dead,  and  the  man  remained  un- 

* hurt,’  &c.  Now,  let  this  be  compared 

with  the  account  given  by  Herodlan  of 
this  matter*,  and  he  will  clearly  per- 
ceive the  difference  betwixt  the  plain  hi- 
ftorical  ftile,  and  the  ftile  of  wit  and  fan- 
cy. For  my  part,  if  I had  not  read  the 
narrative  of  Herodian,  I fhould  have  belie- 
ved Mr  Gibbon’s  narrative  to  have  been, 
for  the  greater  part<  mere  fidion.  But, 
befides  the  air  of  romance  that  Mr  Gib- 
bon has  given  to  this  part  of  his  hiftory, 
he  has  omitted  one  circumftance  in  the 
narrative  of  Herodian,  vvhich  fhows  more  / 

than  any  other  how  unlike  the  Emperor 

was  to  the  charader  he  aflumed.  Herodian 


* Herodian.  lib.  i.  cap.  47. 
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tells  us,  that  there  was  made  for  Commo- 
dus  a gallery  round  the  amphitheatre,  for  ! 

the  purpofe  that  he  might  not  come  to  I 

clofe  engagement  with  the  wild  beads,  J 

but  might  (hoot  them  from  above  with  per-  i 

fedt  fafety.  But  he  adds,  that,  as  to  deers  ' j 
and  hinds,  and  other  horned  beads,  except 
bulls,  he  ran  along  with  them  in  the  arena, 
and  (hot  them  as  they  ran  ; whereas  lions 
and  panthers,  and  other  fierce  animals,  he 
killed  with  his  darts  from  above.  This  j 

circumdance,  which  I think  the  mod  im- 
portant of  all,  as  it  bed  charadterifes  the 
Emperor,  Mr  Gibbon  has  omitted,  and  has 
only  told  us  in  general,  ‘ That  the  fecu-  j 

‘ red  precautions  were  ufed  to  protedl  the  i 

* perfon  of  the  Roman  Hercules  from  the  ! 

‘ defperate  fpring  of  any  favage^  (an  un-  | 

known  ufe  of  the  word  to  denote  a wild  j 

bead)  ‘ who  might  podlbly  difregard  the 

‘ dignity  of  the  Emperor  and  the  fandlity  ' 

* of  the  God  Here  is  a little  droke  of 
the  ridiculous,  which,  though  the  lowed 
charadier  of  dile,  he  has  thought  proper, 
in  this  and  many  other  paflages,  to  mix 
with  his  hidorical  dile. 

* Gibbon,  vol.  i.  p.  p5. 
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By  what  I have  faid  of  the  tafte  for  fuch 
writings  as  thofe  I have  mentioned  being 
faftiionable,  1 would  not  be  underftood  to 
mean,  that  it  is  the  tafte  of  the  whole  En- 
glifh  nation,  any  more  than  other  taftes 
that  are  faftiionable.  There  are  men  at 
this  day  of  as  good  a tafte  in  writing  as 
Mr  Chamberlayne;  and  fome  of  them  men 
of  great  eminence  and  diftindion,  whom  I 
have  the  honour  to  know,  by  whofe  exam- 
ple and  authority*  a fober  fcnfible  ftile  of 
profe  writing,  may,  it  is  hoped,  be  intro- 
duced. 

If  any  of  my  readers  defire  further  in- 
formation about  the  hiftorical  ftile,  they 
may  read  what  I have  written,  vol.  3.  lib. 
3.  cap.  19.  towards  the  end,  where  they  will 
find  the  general  rules  for  that  ftile  laid 
down,  which  I have  here  explained  at 
more  length,  and  illuftrated  by  examples. 


I 
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BOOK  II. 


Of  the  DidaSiic  Stile. 

I 


CHAP.  I. 


I’he  Didaftic  Stile  plain  and  fttnple^ — the 
mojl  necejfary  of  all  jiilesy  being  that  by 
•which  all  arts  and  fciences  are  taught. 
— It  is  of  two  kinds: — That  by  which  a 
man  is  taught  to  know  that  he  does  not 
know ; and  that  by  which  he  is  made 
to  knoWy  or  is  infrulied. — The  firjl  me- 
thod extremely  offenfive.— Socrates  put  to 
deaths  and  EpiSietus  beaten  for  praBftng 
it.—The  Socratic  dialogue  a good  way 
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o/"  injlruffing  ; — ptafltfed  both  by  Xeno- 
phon and  Plato, — An  account  of  Xeno- 
phon's dialogues  in  the  Memorabilia. — 
Jn  that  "work  nve  have  the  genuine  phi- 
lofophy  of  Socrates  pure  and  unmixed. — 
Socrates  a mojl  extraordinary  man. — In 
the  Memorabilia  both  methods  of  injlruc- 
tion  pra^ifed. — Difference  in  that  refpeli 
betwixt  Xenophon  and  Plato. — One  re- 
markable converfation  of  Socrates  with 
EuthydemuSy  recorded  by  Xenophon,  which 
ended  in  Euthydemus  being  inftrulied, 
and  becoming  a follower  of  Socrates. — 
Socrates  in  Xenophon  not  only  ajks,  but 
anfwers  queflions. — A converfation  of  that 
kind  with  Hippias, — Ehough  the  philo- 
fophy  of  the  Memorabilia  be  not  perfelly 
it  is  a moJl  ujeful  work. — Of  the  CEco- 
nomics  of  Xenophon. — Ehe  difference  be- 
twixt it  and  the  Memorabilia ; — more  a 
piece  than  the  Memorabilia. — Socrates, 
inftead  of  infruliing,  as  in  other  conver- 
fationsy  is  himfelf  inftrulied. — Oeconomy 
of  two  kinds,  within  doors  and  without. 
—Of  each  in  its  order. — Ehe firjl  depends 
mojl  upon  the  wife; — the  infruliions  pro- 
per to  be  given  to  a wife, — Of  the  oecor 
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nomy  ivithout  doorSy — •which  in  this  cafe 
•was  the  management  of  a farm, — This 
depends  upon  the  right  choke  of  an  over- 
feer.—^f  the  operations  of  farming, — An 
eulogium  upon  that  art.  — The  lejfons 
•which  Socrates  recedes  in  this  arty  the 
bef  example  of  the  Socratic  method  of 
teaching  by  ajking  queftions. — An  account 
given  of  that  method  of  teaching  in  this 
dialogue ; — the  concltfton  of  it  very  fine, 
— It  is  a piece  invented  by  the  author y 
not  a real  converfation  like  thofe  in  the 
Memorabilia. — Of  the  third  and  lajl  dia'^ 
logue  of  Xenophony  the  Hieron, — more  po- 
etical than  any  of  themy  having  a kind  of 
peripeteia  in  it. — The  conclufion  of  this 
piece  tranjlated  from  the  Greek. — Obfer- 
vations  upon  the  file  of  XenophorCs  dia- 
logue-writing.— A per  fell  model  of  the 
file  of  Attick  converfation,— When  he 
departs  from  that  file  in  one  infianccy  the 
•writing  not  good. 

The  didaliic Jlilcy  as  it  is  the  moft  ne- 
ceflary  of  all  ftiles,  being  that  by 
which  all  arts  and  fciences  are  learned,  fo 
it  is  the  plaineft  and  eadeft,  requiring  no 
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ornament,  nor  any  thing  but  propriety  of 
words,  and  a perfed  knowledge  of  the  fub- 
je£t.  This  is  the  cafe,  when  the  perfon  to 
be  taught  does  not  think  that  he  knows 
the  thing  already  j for,  if  he  think  fo,  he 
muft  be  firft  taught  that  he  does  not  know, 
becaufe  we  learn  nothing  that  we  think  we 
know  already.  It  is  recorded  as  a modell 
faying  of  Socrates,  that  the  only  thing  he 
profejfed  to  know,  was  that  he  knew  no- 
thing. But,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
cafe  among  the  Greeks  at  the  time  when 
he  lived,  it  is,  according  to  my  obfervation, 
a kind  of  knowledge  fo  rare  among  us,  that 
a man  who  pofleifes  it  may  veryjuftly 
boaft  of  it.  It  is  the  want  of  this  know- 
ledge, that  makes  it  fo  difficult  to  teach 
fome  men  any  thing;  for, ''if  a man  is 
only  ignorant,  it  will  not  be  a difficult  mat- 
ter to  inftruft  him.  But,  if  he  has  form- 
ed an  opinion,  and  at  the  fame  time  thinks 
well  of  his  own  judgment,  which  is  a 
very  common  cafe,  it  will  be  difficult  to 
convince  him  of  his  error,  efpecially  if  he 
is  to  be  convinced  by  any  man  whom  he 
knows,  and  to  whom  he  may  think  him- 
felf  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  in  genius  and 
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learning,  or  perhaps  in  rank  and  fortune. 
And  this  is  the  reafon  why  fo  few  people 
profit  by  converfation  (the  heft  way  of 
learning  every  thing) ; which  proceeds  not 
fo  much  from  their  incapacity  to  learn,  as 
from  vanity,  which  makes  them  difdain  to 
be  taught  by  any  man  living,  or,  if  their 
vanity  be  very  great,  by  any  dead  author ; 
for  there  are  people,  who  think  it  a poor 
mean  fpirited  confefllon  of  Cicero,  That,  di- 
JlruJHng  his  own  genius,  he  had  fought  the . 
ajjijlance  of  learning  ♦. 

With  people  of  fuch  a charader  there 
muft  be  a method  of  teaching  pradifed  ve- 
ry different  from  the  plain  and  fimple  me- 
thod above  mentioned  ; for,  before  they 
can  learn  jn  that  way,  they  muft  be  con- 
vinced that  they  are  both  ignorant  and 
vain  : A man  being  only  ignorant,  when 
he  does  not  know  a thing ; but,  if  he  ima- 
gine he  knows  it,  he  is  vain,  as  well  as 
ignorant.  Here,  therefore,  is  a very  diffi- 
cult and  very  unpleafant  lelFon,  and,  with 

* Pro  Litc'io  Muraena,  cap.  30. 
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fome  people,  not  pradicable ; and,  there- 
fore, a man  who  knows  the ‘world,  will 
nn.  undertake  it,  if  he  have  not  a particular 
rei^aid  fir  (he  peifon,  and  think  himfclf 
bound  in  duty  to  inftruii  him. 

But,  if  I his  method  is  to  be  praftifed, 
rh“  queHion  is.  In  what  way  is  it  beft  prac- 
tifc.i  ? And  1 fay,  it  is  in  the  way  of  So- 

uic  dialogue,,  fuch  as  we  have  in  Plato 
• and  Xenophon,  where  a man,  by  proper 
interrogatories,  is  made  to  convidt  himfelf 
of  ignorance  and  vanity.  But,  though  it 
be  the  inoft  ttfedfual  of  all  methods  of  con- 
vidion  when  it  is  at  all  pradicable,  it  is 
the  rnoft  unpleafant;  and  the  very  attempt- 
ing it,  if  we  fliould  not  fucceed,  give« 
the  greatell  offence.  Nor  do  I wonder,  that 
Socrates,  by  pradifing  it,  drew  fuch  an  o- 
dium  upon  himfclf  from  the  Athenians, 
as,  I am  perfuaded,  was  the  caufe  of  his 
death,  not  the  accufation  of  impiety,  and 
corrupting  the  youth  * ; for  neither  of 

* Thefe  were  the  two  charges  againft  him,  upon 
which  he  was  tried  and  condemned. — See  Xenophon 
in  the  beginning  of  the  Air,/i>i)uo>st>r«,  and  Plato  in  the 
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which,  it  does  not  appear,  that  there  was  the 
lead  ground.  And  accordingly  Plato,  in  his 
Apology  for  Socrates,  tells  us,  that  this 
charge  againft  him  by  Melitus  was  nothing 
but  a mere  form  of  words  ; and  that  the 
real  charge  againft  him,  upon  which  he 
was  condemned,  was,  that  he  went  about 
convidling  every  body,  who  entered  into 
converfation  with  him,  out  of  their  own 
mouths,  that  they  knew  nothing;  which,  he 
faid,  hedid,  in  order  to  juftify  what  the  ora- 
cle had  faid,  that  he  was  wifer  than  other 
men.  For,  fays  he,  I difcovered  that  they 
thought  they  knew  when  they  did  not 
know ; whereas  I knew  that  I did  not 
know.  How  much  offence  he  muft  have 
• given  by  this  method  of  inftrudion,  how- 
ever neceflary,  is  evident : And,  I think, 
the  wonder  is  not,  that  they  put  him  to 
death  at  laft,  but  that,  in  a ftate  where  the 
people  were  the  governours,  they  let  him 
live  fo  long.  Epidetus,  who  attempted  this 
method  among  the  Romans,  was  not  put  to 
death,  as  the  Roman  government  was  not 
then  democratical ; but  he  was  beaten  by 
thofc  with  whom  he  converfed. 
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That  Dialogue  is  an  excellent  method  of 
inftru£tion,  in  either  of  the  ways  above  * 

mentioned,  is  evident ; for  what  a man  I 

learns  in  that  way,  he  thinks  he  has  difco<^  ‘ 

vered  himfelf,  and  therefore  remembers  it  ' 

better  than  if  it  had  been  fimply  told  him. 

The  moft  famous  dialogifts  of  antiquity 
are  the  two  I have  mentioned,  Plato  and 
Xenophon,  very  different  in  their  manner.  ; 

Of  thefe  I propofe  to  give  fome  account 
beginning  with  Xenophon.  He  has  writ- 
ten three  pieces  in  dialogue,  his  Memorabi- 
lia in  four  books,  his  Oeconomics^  and  his 
^Hieroriy  or  Tyrannus^  each  in  one  book  ; 
for,  as  to  his  Sympajium,  it  is  not  fo.  much 
a dialogue  as  an  account  of  the  converfa- 
ilon  and  of  other  things  that  pafledata* 
table  where  Socrates  - was.  Befides  thefe 
dialogues,  he  was  a great  writer  of  hiftory, 
and,  I think,  I may  fay  of  romance  ; for 
his  Education  of  Cyrus  I confider  as  no  bet- 
ter than  a romance,  but  the  fiqeft  of  the 
kind  that  ever  was  written. 

His  greateft  work  of  dialogue-writing, 
is  the  one  I firft  mentioned,  namely,  the 
Memorabilia,  which  I hold  to  be  one  of 
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the  moft . valuable  works  that  has  come 
down  to  us  from  antiquity  ; for  we  have 
there  the  genuine  philofophy  of  Socrates, 
without  any  mixture  of  that  philofophy 
which  came  from  Egypt  and  the  fchool  of 
Pythagoras,  whereof  we  have  fo  much  in 
Plato.  His  philofophy  was  entirely  of  the 
moral  and  pradical  kind : Nor  does  he  ap- 
pear to  have  afcended  to  that  firft  philofo- 
phy, which  teaches  us  the  principles  of  all 
arts  and  fciences.  It  was  this  philofophy, 
which  Pythagoras  and  Plato  learned  in  E- 
gypt ; and  it  was  the  ivi/dom,  or  philofo- 
phy (as  the  word  ought  to  be  tranflated) 
of  the  Egyptians  in  which  Mofes  was  learn- 
ed *.  But  even  of  the  only  philofophy  he 
■>  taught,  namely,  moral  philofophy,  it  ap- 
pears, that  he  did  not  know  the  principlesf. 
But,  when  we  confider,  that  his  philofo- 

* A£ts  of  the  Apoftles,  chap.  7.  v.  22.  Where 
the  word  wlfdom,  in  our  tranflation,  is  in  the  original 
which  in  the  Greek  language  denotes  philofophy^ 
■ixA  philofophy  of  the  highejl  kind ; but  is  quite  different 
from  what  is  denoted  by  the  Greek  word  which 

in  Englilh  is  vjifdom,  or  prudence. 

I See  what  I have  faid  upon  this  fubjeft  in  the 
preface  to  vol.  3.  of  Metaph.  p.  27.  and  following. 
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phy,  defedlive  as  it  was,  was  the  difcovery 
of  a fingle  man,  it  muft  appear  a moft  ex- 
traordinary difcovery,  and  he  himfelf  one' 
of  the  moft  extraordinary  men  that  ever 
lived. 

In  the  Memorabilia  Socrates  is  the  only 
teacher.  And  he  teaches  in  both  the  ways 
above  mentioned,  that  is,  both  by  refuta- 
tion, and  convincing  men  that  they  did 
not  know  what  they  thought  they  knew, 
and  by  inftrufting  them  when  they  did  not 
profefs  to  know  • and  were  only  ignorant. 
Befides  the  dialogue  we  have  in  this  work, 
Xenophon  has  given  us  a great  deal  of  the 
dodrine  of  Socrates  upon  different  fub- 
jeds,  without  any  dialogue,  or  mention  of 
any  particular  perfon  whom  he  meant  to 
inftrud.  Of  this  kind  there  is  a great  deal 
in  the  third  book  abour  the  middle  of  it, 
and  in  the  fourth  towards  the  end  of  it. 

There  is  one  difference,  among  many  o- 
thers,  which  1 obferve  betwixt  the  dialogues 
of  Plato  and  of  Xenophon,  that,  in  many  of 
Plato’s  dialogues,  there  is  nothing  elfe  but 
refutation  ; and  a man  is  only  convinced 
that  he  does  not  know,  but  is  not  inftrud- 
ed  : Whereas,  in  Xenophon,  the  two  al- 
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ways  go  together  ; and  a man,  after  being 
convinced  that  he  is  ignorant,  is  taught 

what  he  did  not  know  before.  A remark- 
able example  of  this  we  have  in  his  con- 
verfation  with  one  Euthydemus,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fourth  book.  This  Euthy- 
demus had  colleded  a great  many  books, 
and  thought  himfelf  very  learned,  fo  learn- 
ed, that  he  could  not  be  inftruded  by  the 
converfation  of  Socrates,  which,  therefore, 
he  fhunned,  avoiding  even  the  appearan- 
ces of  admiring  Socrates,  or  receiving  in- 
ftrudiion  from  him  or  any  body  elfe  a 
charadler,  which,  I have  obferved,  is  not 
uncommon  in  this  age  ; and  indeed  it  is  a 
natural  confequence  of  a high  conceit  of 
one’s  felf,  and  the  affedtation  of  fuperior 
wifdom.  Socrates,  however,  contrived  to 
draw  the  attention  of  this  young  man,  by 
going  to  a bridle- maker’s  (hop,  which  he  fre- 
quented very  much,  and  there  holding  con- 
verfation with  his  own  followers,  in  which 
he  contrived  to  make  mention  of  Euthy- 
demus in  his  hearing,  as  a man  who  in- 
' tended  to  be  a great  fpeaker  and  a leading 
man  in  the  ftate,  but  who  difdained  to  be 
inftrudted  by  any  body.  Having  thus  ex- 
cited the  attention  of  Euthydemus,  and 
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being  defirous  to  do  all  the  good  he  could 
to  the  young  man,  he  took  an  occafion  to 
converfe  with  him  alone  in  the  fame  place  j 
and>  having  praifed  him  for  his  love  of 
learning,  which  had  made  him  colledl  fo 
many  books,  and  having  by  that  compli- 
ment pleafed  him  and  engaged  his  atten- 
tion, he  went  on  in  a feries  of  interroga- 
tories, by  which  he  made  Euthydemus  con- 
tradict himfelf  fo  often,  that,  at  laft,  he 
was  convinced  that  he  knew  nothing  of 
what  a wife  and  good  man  ought  to  know; 
upon  which,  fays  Xenophon,  he  went  a- 
way  much  mortified,  and  defpifing  himfelf. 
But  the  confequence  was,  that  he  became 
an  alfiduous  follower  of  Socrates,  liftening 
attentively  to  whatever  he  faid  ; which 
when  Socrates  obfcrved>  he  was  at  pains 
to  inftruCt  him  in  the  plaineft  and  fimpleft 
manner,  without  embarrafling  and  con- 
founding him  as  he  had  done  at  firft.  And 
accordingly,  immediately  fubjoine.d  to  this 
firft  converfation  with  Euthydemus,  there 
is  another  with  him  upon  the  fubjecft  of 
piety,  in  which  Socrates  fets  before  him, 
at  great  length,  and  in  the  plaineft  man- 
ner, all  the  obligations  that  men  owe  to 
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the  Gods.  And  here  our  author  obferves, 
that  many  who  had  been  made  by  Socra- 
tes to  convi£l  themfelves  of  ignorance  and 
vanity,  like  Euthydemus,  never  came  back 
again  to  Socrates;  and  he  might  have  add- 
ed, that  they  hated  him  mortally.  And  I 
have  no  doubt,  as  I have  faid,  but  that  the 
hatred  of  fuch  men  was  the  chief,  I may 
fay  the  only,  caufe  of  his  condemnation. 

And  not  only  did  Socrates,  in  this  man- 
ner, inftrud  his  followers  by  alking  que- 
ftions,  but  he  could  alfo  anfwer  queftions; 
when  they  vi’ere  alked  at  him.  Of  this 
kind,  a convcrfation  is  reported  by  Xeno- 
phon, in  the  middle  of  the  fame  fourth 
book,  betwixt  him  and  HippiaS  the  Elean^ 
who  appears  to  have  been  a kind  of  tra- 
velling fophift.  This  Hippias,  after  obfer- 
ving  that  Socrates  was  in  ufe  to  laugh 
at,  and  make  fools  of  people  by  afking 
them  queftions,  and  then  laying  hold  of 
their  anfwers  to  confute  and  perplex  them, 
while  he  himfelf  anfwercd  no  queftionj  nor 
declared  his  own  opinion  upon  any  fubjedtj 
told  Socrates,  that  he  would  afk  one  que- 
Yql.  V.  Q^q 
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ftion  at  him,  which  was,  What  juJHce  ivas  ? 
To  this  Socrates  made  an  anfwer.  To 
which  anfwer  Hippias  made  fundry  objec- 
tions ; and  fo  they  went  on  debating,  till, 
at  laft,  Hippias  is  convinced  that  Socrates 
had  anfwered  him  right,  and  defined  ju- 
Jllce  well. 

To  conclude  what  I have  to  obferve  up- 
on this  part  of  Xenophon’s  work  ;_I  think 
he  has  fhown  very  clearly  in  thefe  four 
books,  that  Socrates  was  as  learned  in  the 
philofophy  of  morals  as  it  was  poflible  that 
any  man  could  be,  of  the  beft  underftand- 
ing,  the  moft  accurate  obfervation,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  moft  virtuous  difpofi- 
tion,  but  who  was  not  taught  by  any  bo- 
dy, nor  inftruded  in  the  ivifdom  of  the 
Egyptians,  which  his  followers,  Plato  and 
Ariftotle,  were,  who,  in  that  fchool,  learn- 
ed to  know  the  firft  principles  of  all  phi- 
lofophy, and  of  all  arts  and  fciences:  Where-, 
as,  from  what  1 have  obferved  elfewhere, 
it  appears,  that  Socrates  did  not  know  the 
principles  even  of  morals,  when  he  main- 
tained that  virtue  was  fcience ; and  I doubt 
whether,  if  there  had  been  an  Hippias  to 
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interrogate  him  What  fcience  was,  he  could 
have  given  a fatisfadtory  anfwer.  At  leaft, 

I am  fure,  that  nobody  in  this  age  can  an> 
fwer  that  queftion  properly,  without  ha- 
ving lludied  the  logical  works  of  Ariftotle. 
But,  though  the  theory  of  motals  is  cer- 
tainly not  perfedi  in  this  work  of  Xeno- 
phon, it  is  the  bed  praQical  piece  of  mo- 
rality, and  the  moft  ufeful  in  the  condudt 
of  life  that  ever  was  written  ; and  there- 
fore every  man  who  has  a mind  to  apply 
to  antient  philofophy,  or  to  be  a wile  and  , 
good  man,  Ihould  begin  with  the  diligent 
ftudy  of  this  work. — And  fo  much  for  the 
Memorabilia  of  Xenophon, 

The  next  work  of  his  I mentiond  is  his 
Oeconomics,  which  is  much  more  a piece, 
or  a whole,  than  his  Memorabilia,  and  a 
very  artificial  piece  ; for  it  is  a dialogue 
within  a dialogue,  after  the  manner  of  fe- 
veral  of  Plato’s  dialogues,  and  yet  the  inte- 
grity of  the  piece  is  perfedlly  preferved  ; 
whereas  the  Memorabilia  is  a colleclion  of 
fcattered  and  detached  converfations,  and 
fometimes  not  converfations,  but  obferva- 
tions  upon  different  fubjeds.  And  there  ia 
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another  fingularity  in  this  work,  that  here 
--  Socrates,  inftead  of  inilrudling  others,  ia 
hlmfelf  intruded,  and  in  the  moll  Ample 
way*  not  needing  to  be  Arft  convinced  that 
he^did  not  know,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
profefAng  his  ignorance,  and  not  afking 
queftions,  as  he  commonly  did^  for  the  in- 
ftrudtion  of  others,  but  in  the  natural  way, 
for  his  own  inftrudion. 

The  fubjeft  of  this  work  is  Oeconomy, 
which  is  of  two  kinds,  either  within  doors, 
that  is,  in  the  houfe,  or  without  doors. 
The  dialogue  begins  with  a converfation 
betwixt  Socrates  and  Critobulus,  in  which, 
Socrates,  by  queftioning  Critobulus  in  his 
ordinary  way,  proves  to  him,  that  oeconp- 
my  was  a fcience,  and  a fcience  which  Cri- 
tobulus had  need  to  pra£tife,  though  a rich 
man.  For  it  appears,  that  he  was  like  ma- 
ny rich  men  of  this  age,  whofc  expences 
exceed  their  income.  Critobulus  being  con- 
vinced of  this,  and  being  afraid  of  beco- 
ming poor,  defires  that  Socrates  would 
reach  him  oecortoniy.  Socrates  excufes  him- 
felf,  by  telling  him,  that  it  was  impoffible 
he  could  underftand  oeconomy,  never  h^r 
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ving  had  any  thing  of  his  own  to  manage. 
But,  upon  Critobulus  ftill  urging  him,  he 
faid  he  would  relate  to  him  a converfation 
he  had  upon  the  fubjedl  with  one  Ifcho- 
machus,  a man  who  had  univerfally  the 
charadier  of  a KaAocnca^aGos,  a word  which 
we  cannot  exprefs  but  by  feveral  words  in 
Englilh  ; for  it  denotes  a man  of  worth 
and  goodnefs  and  beauty  of  charadier.  And 
here  comes  in  the  dialogue,  which,  as  I 
faid,  was  inferted  into  the  dialogue  with 
which  the  piece  begins,  and  made  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  it.  And  here  it  is  that  Socra- 
tes learns,  and  is  himfelf  inftrudied,  in- 
ftead  of  inftrudting  others ; and  indeed  this 
was  neceflary,  as  he  had  profefled  that  he 
was  entirely  ignorant  of  oeconomy,  having 
had  no  pradtice  or  experience  of  it.  This 
converfation  with  Ifchomachus  is  divided 
into  two  parts  : The  firft  concerning  oeco- 
nomy within  doors,  or  the  management  of 
a family  ; the  fecond  concerning  the  ma- 
nagement of  a farm  ; for  that  was  the  oc- 
cupation of  Ifchomachus.  The  ftrfl:  part 
is  almoft  a continued  difcourfe  of  Ifchoma- 
chus, with  very  little  interruption  by  que- 
ftions  from  Socrates.  In  this  difcourfe  he 
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relates  how  he  inftrudted  his  young  wife 
when  he  firft  married  her ; how  {he  was  to 
put  every  thing  in  order  in  the  houfe,  fo 
that  {he  could  readily  lay  her  hand  to  what- 
ever was  wanted ; and  how  {he  was  to 
treat  the  fervants,  and  behave  in  every  re- 
fpedl  like  the  miftrefs  of  a family.  To  fay  } 

of  this  part  of  the  work,  that  it  is  the  bed: 
thing  that  has  been  written  upon  the  fub- 
je£t,  would  be  but  a poor  eulogium,  as  I 
do  not  know  of  any  thing  antient  or  mo- 
dern relating  to  oeconomy  worth  mention- 
ing. But,  I think,  it  is  the  beft  thing  that  can  j 

be  written  upon  the  fubjedl.  Ifchomachus 
here  relates  certain  curious  fails  concern- 
ing the  Queen  of  the  Bees,  whom  he  pro- 
pofes  as  a pattern  to  his  wife  for  the  go- 
vernment of  her  family,  which  I {hould  be 
glad  to  know,  whether  they  were  verified 
by  modern  obfervations.  He  relates  alfo 
feveral  particular  fads  concerning  his  wife, 

{hewing  how  much  {he  had  improved  by 
his  leflTons.  Thefe  Socrates  was  delighted 
to  hear ; and,  I think,  every  reader  of  any 
tafte  muft  be  very  much  pleafed  with  thena. 


I 
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In  the  beginning  of  the  fecond  part  of 
this  converfation,  Ifchomachus  goes  on 
as  he  did  in  the  firft,  in  a continued  dif- 
courfe  relating  to  Socrates  by  what  exer^ 
cife  and  manner  of  living  he  preferved  his 
health  and  ftrength,  and  mjde  himfelf  fit 
for  the  difcharge  of  all  the  duties  of  a citi* 
zen,  both  in  peace  and  war.  For  this,  both 
he  and  Socrates  agreed,  belonged  to  the 
oeconomy  without  doors,  and  was  fo  ef- 
fential  a part  of  it,  that,  without  it,  no  man  , . 

could  deferve  the  fine  epithet  with  which 
Ifchomachus  was  dignified.  Then  he  pro- 
ceeds to  give  an  account  of  his  farming, 
which  was  properly  what  we  would  call 
his  occupation,  beginning,  as  was  natural, 
with  the  choice  of  an  overfeer  ; for  a man 
who  is  not  fuccefsful  in  that  choice,  can- 
not fucceed  in  farming,  if  his  farm  is  of  a- 
ny  confiderable  extent,  and  if  he  has  other 
bufmefs  befides,  which  was  the  cafe  of  I- 
fchomachus.  Here  we  have  all  the  quali- 
ties of  a good  overfeer  carefully  enumera- 
ted, and  the  method  by  which  fuch  an  o- 
verfeer  was  to  be  educated  and  formed ; 
and  here  there  is  more  of  dialogue,  than  in 
the  preceding  converfation  with  Ifchoma- 
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cbus,  Socrates  afking  a great  many  queftions 
concerning  a thing  of  fuch  importance  as 
the  education  of  a governing  man,  which 
the  overfeer  of  a farm  mull  be. 

Socrates  being  thus  inftrudled  concern* 
ing  the  qualities  of  a good  overfeer,  pro- 
ceeds very  naturally  to  inquire  about  the  o* 
peratioQS  which  this  overfeer  is  to  dired. 
And  here  Socrates  is  taught  the  art  of 
farming  by  Lfchomachus,  who  very  pro- 
perly introduces  his  lelTons  by  an  eulogiuna 
upon  farming,  which,  I think,  is  as  juft  as 
it  is  well  exprefled.  He  fays,  it  is  the  moft 
ufeful  of  all  arts,  the  moft  pleafant  in  the 
pradtice,  the  moft  liberal  too ; for  it  has  no 
fecrets  or  myfteries,  fuch  as  fome  other  arts 
have  ; but  the  farmer  moft  readily  com- 
municates, and  with  the  greateft  pleafure, 
what  he  knows,  to  any  body  who  defires 
it ; and,  lad  of  all,  it  is  moft  eafily  learn- 
ed ; for  you  learn  it  only  by  feeing  and 
hearing  what  farmers  do  : Whereas  other 
arts  are  not  to  be  learned  without  much 
time,  ftudy,  and  pradice ; and  indeed  what 
follows  (hows  it  to  be  fo  ; for  Ifchoma- 
chus  does  no  more  than  afk  queftions  at 
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Socrates  ; but  thefe  fo  proper,  that  Socra- 
tes  not  only  anfwers  them  right,  but  gives 
reafons  why  the  thing  is  fo  and  not  other- 
wife;  which  makes  ifchomachus  fay.thatSo-, 
crates  defired  to  be  inhrui^ed  by  him  in  an 
art  which  he  knew  as  well  as  he.  Nor  do, 
I know  any  fo  fine  an  example  of  the  So- 
cratic  method  of  teaching,  by  afking  que- 
ftions  at  the  perfon  taught,  unlefs,  perhaps,, 
k be  the  making  a flave  demonftrate  in 
that  way  a propofition  of  geometry  in  the 
Mcno  of  Plato,  which  Socrates  makes  tife 
of,  as  an  example  to  prove  his  do(ffrine, 
that  all  our  knowledge  in  this  life  is  re- 
minifqence ; aqd,  I think*  the  leflbns  which 
Ifchomachus  gives  to  Socrates  in  agricul- 
ture prove  the  fame  doctrine, 

Socrates  having  here  difcovered,  by  the 
queftions  which  Ifchomachus  put  to  him, 
that  he  knew  what  he  believed  bimfelf  to 
be  quite  ignorant  of,  gives  this  account  how 
quejlioning  (hould  be  teaching.  ‘ You  lead 
‘ me,’  fays  he  to  Ifchomachus,  * through 

* things  that  I underhand,  to  things  that  I 

* thought  I had  not  underftood  ; but,  dif-? 

VoL.  V.  R r 
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‘ coverirtg  that  they  have  a refembhince  td 
‘ vvhat  I formerly  underftood,  1 think  that 
* I formerly  underftood  them  aifo.*  Here 
you  have  the  whole  fecret  of  the  Socratic 
reafoningdifcovered,  and  the  greateft  beau- 
ty of  the  Dialogue  explained. 

The  Dialogue  concludes  with  an  admi- 
rable obfervation  of  Uchomachus,  T h^l 
what  is  moft  excellent  in  agriculture  and 
war  and  all  the  great  arts  of  life,  and  en- 
fures  more*  than  any  thing  elfe  the  fucceft 
of  thefe  arts,  is  a genius  fit  to  govern,  and 
to  which  thofe  who  are  commanded  will- 
ingly fubmittipg,  obey  with  chearfulneft 
and  emulation  who  fliall  beft  do  his  duty. 
This  genius,  fays  he,  may  be  improved  by 
reaching  and  ftudy ; but  it  muft  be  given  o- 
riginally  by  the  Gods.  As  a proof  of  the 
truth  of  this  obfervation,  and  that  this  di- 
ftindion  of  nien  is  truly  from  God  and 
Nature,  and  not  the  effedt  of  teaching  arid 
inftitution  only,  I will  add,  that  there  is  no 
defignatipn  of  charadler  more  vifibly  markr 
cd  in  the  human  countenance,  the  voice,  the 
air,’the  manner,the  look,  and  the  action  both, 
of  the  features  of  the  face  in  fpeaking,  and 
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of  the  body  in  moving,  than  that  of  a 
man  defined  by  Prpvidence  to  govern  his 
fellow  creatures  *. 

I have  only  further  to  obferve  upon  this 
dialogue,  that,  as  it  is  more  a piece  than  a- 
ny  thing  of  the  kind  that  Xenophon  has 
written,  To  I am  perfuaded  it  is  for  the 
greater  part,  if  not  altogether,  an  inventioa. 
of  the  author,  and  in  that  refpe£t  refem- 
bling  the  dialogues  of  Plato  more  than  any 
thing  he  has  written  ; for,  as  to  the  con- 
verfations  in  the  Memorabilia,  I believe 
them  all  to  have  been  real  converfations, 
with  little  or  no  addition  from  the  author. 

To  conclude  my  obfervations  upon  thb 
dialogue,  I think  it  the  beft  thing  of  the 
kind  that  Xenophon  has  written,  and  a 
moft  perfefl  model  of  the  Socratic  method 
of  teaching.  It  has  not  the  defeft  which 
I have  obfervedin  the  Memorabilia,  1 mearv 
the  want  of  philofophy  j for  there  is  e- 

• There  is  juft  in  the  end  of  this  dialdgue  a moft 
admirable  correction  of  the  text  bj  Henrjr  Stephen, 
whkh  is  as  ingenious  as  it  is  necclTaiy,  the  pail^f  bc^ 
Inj  ab&liitclj  msntclUgiUc  without  it. 
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hough"  of  philofophy  in  it,  and  more  would 
have  been  fupcrfluxDus  and  even  ridiculous. 

I come  now  to  fpeak  of  the  laft  work  of 
Xenophon  I mentioned,  the  Hieron,  or  Ty- 
rannus.  It  is  undoubtedly  a work  of  in- 
vention, as  I believe  the  OeconomiCs  tO'be, 
but  of  more  fimple  compofuion  than  the 
Oeconomics  ; for  there  is  in  it  no  dialogue 
within  a dialogue:  Yet  it  is  a moft  poeti- 
cal piece ; for  it  has  a Peripeteia,  a change 
from  one  contrary  to  another,  which  both 
furprifes  and  pleafes.  The  fubjedl  of  it  is  the 
comparifon  of  the  life  of  a private  man,  and 
of  a tyrant ; by,  which  name  the  Greeks  de- 
fgned  any  man,  who  governed  a free  peo- 
ple without  their  conlent,  whether  he  go- 
verned well  or  ill.  The  Interlocutors  are 

4' 

Hieron  the  tyrant  of  Syracufe,  and  Simo- 
nides the  poet,  who  afks  at  Hieron,  what 
the  difference  was  betwixt  <he  private  and 
tyrannical  life,  in  point  of  happinefs  or  mi- 
fery  ? Which  difference,  fays  he,  nobody 
Ihould  know  better  than  you,  who  have 
bad  the  experience  of  both.  In  anfwer 
to  this  queftion,  Hieron  defires  Simonides 
to  enumerate  to  him  all  the  differ-ent  plea- 
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fures  ranged  under  their  feveral'  heads, 
ivhich  a man  in  private  life  enjoys.  This 
divifion  of  pleafures  ’was  what  Simonides 
was,  no  doubt,  more  capable  of  making 
accurately  than  Hieron,  being  a greater 
philofopher  than  he.  ' Upon  this  Simoni- 
des enumerates  all  the  pleafures  both  of  bo- 
dy and  of  mind  ; - And  Hieron  fhows,  that 
in  every  one  Of  thefe  the  tyrant  was  infe- 
rior to  the  private  man.  This  he  does  in 
almoft  a continued  difcourfe,  with  but  few. 
interruptions  by  queftions  from  Simonides, 
putting  him  in  mind  of  the  particular  plea- 
futes  he  had  enumerated.  Then  he  pro- 
ceeds to  fliow  whafa*miferable  life  of  fear, 
fufpicion,  and  diftruft  of  every  body  a ty- 
rant led  ; and  how  much  that  band  of  fo- 
reign mercenaries.  Which  he  was  obliged 
to  maintain  at  the  expence  of  the  people 
for  the  defence  of  his  perfon  and  govern- 
ment, muft  make  him  hated  by  the  people. 
Then  he  goes  on  to  ftioW  how  much  hap- 
pier he  was  as  a private  man  : ' But,  fays 
he,  what  is  worft  of  all,  I cannot  now 
make  the  exchange,  and  return  to  my  for- 
mer life ; for  then  1 muft  fuffer  all  the  pu- 
nifliment  which  the  hatred  of  the ' people 
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makes  them  think  I deferve.  He  con<« 
eludes,  therefore,  that  the  beil  thing  be  can 
do,  is  to  hang  bimfelf. 

Here  then  we  have  the  Fable,  as  it  may  be 
called,  wrought  up  to  a crifis,  and  the  knot 
fairly  tied,  which  Simonides  unties  in  the 
difeourfe  that  follows  ; wherein  he  proves, 
that,  if  a tyrant  be  a good  man,  and  go-> 
vern  as  he  ought  to  do,  he  will  enjoy  e- 
very  pleafure,  whether  of  mind  or  body, 
in  much  greater  perfedlion  than  a private 
man  can  do,  and  particularly  the  pteafure 
of  being  loved,  admired,  and  praifed : And 
even  his  body-guard  of  foreigners,  Simo- 
nides proves,  that,  if  he  employed  them 
properly,  he  might  make  them  the  inftru- 
ments  of  procuring  ftill  more  the  love  of 
his  people.  * Governing  in  this  way,’  fays 
he,  ‘ you  lhall  not  only  be  loved,  admired, 

* and  praifed  by  your  fubjeds,  but  by  all 

* thofe  who  hear  of  you.  All  your  peo- 

* pie  (hall  rejoice  in  the  good  things  you 

* enjoy,  and  fliall  defend  you  and  fight  for 

* you,  as  they  would  do  for  themfelves  j 

* and  the  wealth  of  your  friends  fhali  be 

* as  muc]^  yours  as  theirs.  Take  courage, 
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* therefore,  Hiero ; enrich  yOUr  friends ; 

* for,  in  doing  fo,  you  will  enrich  your- 
‘ felf.'  Add  to  the  wealth  and  power  of 

* the  ftate,  which  will  be  adding  to  your 

* own.  Procure  allies  to  it.  Think  that 

* your  country  is  your  houfe,  your  citi- 

* zens  your  companions,  your  friends  your 

* children,  your  children  your  very  life 

* and  foul.  All  thefe  endeavour  to  over- 

* come  in  good  oifices ; and,  if  in  that 

* way  you  oveicome  your  friends,  your  e- 

* demies  never  can  (land  before  you.  All 
‘ this  if  you  do,  be  aflured,  that  you  lhall 

* attain  to  the  nobleft  and  happieft  fiate 
‘ among  men.  You  fhall  be  happy,  and 

* not  be  envied.’  With  this  fine  epilogue 
the  piece  concludes. 

Thefe  are  my  obfervatlons  upon  the  dU 
daAic  works  of  Xenophon,  which,  1 think, 
ought  to  be  mod  carefully  dudied,  both 
for  their  matter  and  their  ftile.  As  to  the 
matter,  befides  the  excellent  practical  phi- 
lofophy  that  is  contained  in  it,  we  have 
more  of  the  manners  and  private  life  of  the 
Athenians,  than  is  any  where  clfe  to  be 
found.  And  the  ftile  is  exadly  the  ftile 
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of  Attic  convcrfation,  which  I hold  to  be 
as  perfe<^i  of  the  kind  as  their  hiftorical, 
oratorlal,  or  poetical  ilile  : And  1 would 
defire  thofe,  who  choofe  to  be  critics,  and 
to  be  able  to  dillinguifh  accurately  diffe- 
rent ftiles  from  one  another,  to  compare 
the  ftile  of  thofe  converfations,  which  Xe- 
nophon has  given  us,  with  the  hiftorical 
ftile  of  Thucydides,  and  the  oratorial  ftile 
of  Demofthenes,  not  to  mention  the  ftile 
of  their  tragic  poets,  which  is  fo  different 
from  that  of  Xenophon,  that  no  man  can 
be  fo  unlearned  in  criticifm,  or  fo  void  of 
natural  tafte,  as  not  to  perceive  the  diffe- 
rence in  the  didion,  as  well  as  in  the  num- 
bers. I will  only  add  upon  this  .fubjeft, 
that,  when  Xenophon  departs  ffom  the  ftile 
of  converfation,  which  he  does  in  the  ftory 
from  Prodicus,  of  the  fudgment  of  Hercu- 
leSf  and  affeds  a higher  ftile,  he  does  not 
at  all  pleafe  me.  For  the  fpeech  of  Virtue 
there  is  too  full  of  antithejes^  and  of  7raf/- 
and  -recpofjioiucfis,  that  is,  fentences  of 
the  fame  length,  and  the  fame  conftrudion 
Rnd  arrangement  of  the^words,  and  has 
not  that  variety  in  the  compofition,  which 
J hold  to  be  eftential  to  all  fine  writing. 
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CHAP.  II. 


J?lato  the  greatejl  dialog  ’ift  of  antient  or  mo~ 
dern  times. — His  dialogues  reckoned  by 
Ariflotle  Pieces  of  poetry. — He  has  imita- 
ted Homer  in  t’wo  things,  of  never  ap- 
pearing himfelf  in  his  ivorks,  and  in  mix- 
ing the  narrative  ivith  the  dramatic.—^ 
His  dialogues  therefore  very  properly  di- 
vided into  dramatic,  narrative,  and  mix- 
ed.— Great  variety  in  his  narrative  dia- 
logues.— Some  of  his  dialogues  have  on- 
ly the  form  of  dialogues,  but  not  the  na- 
ture ; fuch  as  the  ten  books  de  Republi- 
ca,  and  the  twelve  de  Legibus.~y’/6f 
Protagoras,  the  finejl  of  all  Plato  s dia- 
logues, confidered  as  a poetical  compoft- 
tion. — A particular  account  of  it.  — The 
fcenery  in  it,  and  the  various  turns  and 
incidents  in  it,  particularly  fine. — It  con- 
cludes with  a change  of  the  opinions 
maintained  by  the  two  difputants,  which 
VoL.  V.  S f 
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may  be  called  the  catajlrophe  of  the  piece. 
—T'he  next  niojl  beautiful  dialogue  in 
Plato,  is  the  Gorgias. — Not  necejfary  to 
give  fo  particular  an  account  of  it. — Of 
the  manner  of  teaching  if  Plato  in  his 
dialogues. — It  is  for  the  great  eft  part  on- 
ly refutation.  — This  more  agreeable  to  the 
charaEler  of  Socrates  than  plain-teaching, 
— Of  the  matter  of  the  dialogues  of  Pla- 
to.— It  is  chiefly  moral  and  political., 
but  nvith  a great  mixture  of  the  dolirines 
of  the  Eleatic  and  Pythagorean  philofo- 
pby,  and  of  the  philofophy  of  ideas,  ivhich 
he  brought  from  Egypt,  as  vuell  as  the 
doBrine  of  the  Trinity. — The  two  lafl 
' mentioned,  the  mofl  valuable  part  of  the 
philojophy  of  Plato- — His  philofophy  of 
morals  defetlive,  in  not  knowing  that  the 
principle  of  morals  was  the  to  jcaAor, 
and  in  not  defining  what  the  to  xaKov  is, 
■though  he  has  mentioned  it  fo  often,— ^ 
His  logic  and  dialeBtc,  too  imperfeB,  com- 
pared with  thofe  of  Ariflotle. — His  phi- 
lofophy of  Nature  likewife  not  fo  good  as 
the  Pythagorean  work  from  which  he 
has  copied  it.  — His  fyflem  f government 
not  fo  good  neither  as  that  which  the  Je- 
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Juits  aSlually  put  in  pra^lce  in  Para- 
guay.— ‘the  theology  therefore  of  Plato^ 
the  beji  part  of  his  philofophy. — this  ex- 
alts the  mind  above  human  affairs  and 
all  things  on  earth. — this  philofophy 
Jhould  be  mojl  cultivated  in  a de'^enerate 
fate  of  a nation  : — this  praElifed  by  the 
the  Alexandrine  fchool. — Of  the  ftile  of 
Plato. — this  immoderately  praifed  by  Ci- 
cero^ but  -with  a proper  difinBion  by  the 
Halicarnafftan. — His  chief  beauty  of  file 
is  in  the  numbers  of  his  compofition,  of 
•which  vue  have  no  perception. — His 
•works  upon  the  •whole  are  very  valuable 
and  ought  to  be  carefully  fudied. — they 
are  the  bef  preparation  for  the  philofo- 
phy of  Arifotle^  and  particularly  for  his 
logic, 

I COME  now  to  fpeak  of  Plato’s  manner 
of  teaching.  He  is  the  greateft  of  all 
dialogifts  that  have  come  down  to  us  from 
antient  times,  or,  I believe,  that  ever  was ; 
for  he  has  written  a very  great  number  of 
dialogues,  and  nothing  but  in  dialogue,  ex- 
cept fome  epiftles.  His  dialogues,  as  I have 
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obferved,  are  very  different  in  every  refpedt 
from  thofe  of  Xenophon,  whofe  dialogues 
are  real  converfations,  at  lead,  in  the  Me^ 
morabilta,  of  which,  1 am  perfuaded,  Xe- 
nophon took  notes  or  memorandums,  and 
from  thence  the  name  in  Greek  by  which 
they  are  called  a.Tro[i.vti\iiovtMiai\  Whereas  the 
dialogues  of  Plato  are  pieces  of  poetry 
where  you  have  fables,  manners,  charac- 
ters,  and  incidents,  and  fometimes  changes 
which  furprife  us,  and  therefore  may  be 
called  rrepsTrersicci.  It  is  for  this  reafon  that 
Ariftotle  very  properly,  I think,  reckons 
the  X^^pctruoi  hoyoi,  by  which  he  certainly 
means  the  Socratic  philofophy  in  Plato’s 
dialogues,  as  a fpecies  of  poetry  * We  are 
informed  by  Diogenes  Laertius,  that  Plato 
m his  early  youth  fhowed  an  inclination 
towards  poetry,  and  adually  wrote  fome 
poetical  pieces  : And,  I think,  it  Is  evi- 

ur'  g»ven  to 

thefe  dialogues  and  their  ftile,  that  he  had 

a genius  for  poetry  ; and  if  fo,  it  was  ve- 
ry natural  that  he  fhould  give  a poetical 
form  to  his  philofophy. 


Ariftotle  in  the  beginning  of  his  Poeficf. 
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And  here  Tcannot  help  obferving,  that 
it  is  a moft  abfurd  charge  which  a French 
author,  the  Marquis  De  L’Argent,  makes 
againft  Plato,*  of  pretending  to  itnpofe  up- 
on the  public  iit^itious  converfations  for 
real,  A man  mud  indeed  be  a wretched 
critic,  who  cannot  difeover  that  Plato’s  dia- 
logues are  poetical  pieces,  not  intended  to 
pafs  for  hiftorical  fadls. 

There  is  one  thing  in  which  Plato  has 
imitated  Homer,  the  great  mafter  of  all 
poetry,  dramatic  as  well  as  epic,  and  that 
is,  he  never  appears  himfelf,  neither  as  an 
interlocutor,  nor  as  a narrator:  And  in  an- 
other thing  he  has  alfo  imitated  him,  that 
he  has  mixed  together  narrative  and  dia- 
logue in  many  of  his  pieces,  in  which  he 
has  introduced  fome  perfon  narrating  the 
converfation.  Of  this  kind  are  the  Alcibi. 
adesjirji  ^nAfecond,  the  Sophijia,  the  Poli- 
ticus,  the  whole  twelve  Books  of  Laivs^  and 
indeed  the  greater  part  of  his  dialogues. 
But  he  has  varied  a good  deal  the  form  in 
thefe  narrative  dialogues;  For  fometimes 
Socrates  himfelf,  and  who  is  commonly 
the  principal  figure  in  every  piece,  is  made 
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the  narrator,  as  in  the  Protagoras,  the 
books  de  Republica,  and  many  others.  At 
other  times  the  converfation  is  narrated  by 
one  who  was  not  prefent,  but  had  it  from 
Socrates,  as  in  the  Theaetetes,  where  the 
time  of  the  adlion  is  after  the  death  of  So- 
crates. Sometimes  the  converfation  is  re- 


peated only  from  memory:  At  other  times 
it  is  read  from  notes,  which  the  narrator 
took  of  it,  as  in  the  laft  mentioned  dialogue 
of  the  Theaetetes.  Sometimes  the  perfon, 
to  whom  the  narrative  is  addrefled,  is  not 
mentioned  ; fo  that  the  narration  is  to  no- 
body, fo  far  as  appears,  as  in  the  ‘Epaara, 
the  books  de  Republica,  and  many  others. 
At  other  times,  a perfon  is  mentioned,  to 
whom  the  narration  is  made,  but  without 


any  charadler  or  name  other  than  that  of 
‘Eraipo?,  or  companion,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Protagoras ; but  at  other  times  he  has  a 
name  and  charader,  as  in  Pheaetetes.  Some 
of  the  dialogues  are  altogether  dramatical, 
without  any  narrative  either  in  the  intro- 
dudion  or  intermixed  with  the  converfa- 
tion. Such  is  the  Eutyphron,  the  firft  dia- 
logue in  the  way  they  are  commonly  ar- 
ranged, and  many  others.  Thefe  perfed- 
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ly  referable  the  fcenes  of  a coraedy,  where 
you  get  no  information  from  any  narra- 
tive, but  only  from  what  the  perfons  of  the 
drama  fay  to  one  another.  That  divifion, 
therefore,  of  the  dialogues  of  Plato,  men- 
tioned by  Diogenes  Laertiu^s  in  his  life,  I 
think  a very  proper  divifion  of  them,  as 
far  as  relates  to  their  form  and  compofi- 
tion,  into  dramatical,  narrative,  and  mixed. 

AH  this  variety  in  the  form  of  the  com- 
pofition,  together  with  the  variety  of  fub- 
}e£l:  and  ftile,  of  charaders  and  manners, 
makes  thefe  dialogues  of  Plato  the  moft  a- 
greeable  of  all  writing  to  a man  who  has 
a tafte  both  for  poetry  and  philofophy. 
And,  fuppofing  that  the  reader  had  no  tafte  ' 
for  the  admirable  philofophy  contained  in 
them,  but  only  for  the  poetry,  I think,  as 
a critic  and  a man  of  tafte,  he  ought  to  be 
much  entertained  ; For  there  is  in  fome  of 
them  a fable  and  ftory,  which  is  fome— 
times  highly  wrought  up,  and  finely  di- 
verfified  by  incidents,  particularly  in  fuch 
of  them  as  are  narrated  ; for  in  fome  of 
thefe  there  are  fcenes  admirably  painted, 
and  a variety  of  adion  introduced,  as  well 
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as  of  converfation.  This  is  particularly  the 
cafe  of  the  Protagoras^  where  the  fcene  is 
fo  well  defcribed,  that  we  could  not  have 
a more  lively  idea  of  it,  if  we  were  to  fee 
it  reprefented  on  the  ftage. 

At  the  fame  time  it  is  proper  to  obferve, 
that  his  two  greateft  works,  though  they 
be  called  dialogues,  have  nothing  more  but 
the  form ; for  they  are  truly  fyftems  of 
fcience,  in  which  queftions  are  alked  by 
the  perfon  who  delivers  the  fyftem,  but  to 
which  the  interlocutors  anfwer  onl)?  Tes  or 
No.  The  two  works  I mean,  are  his  ten 
books  de  Republica,  and'  his  twelve  de  Le- 
gibus.  Both  of  thefe  have  a place^  which 
is  indeed  eflential  to  a drama  ; but  time  is 
as  neceflary.  Now,  neither  of  thefe  is  cir- 
cumfcribed  by  time  : And,  as  I have  obfer- 
ved  elfewhere  the  dialogues  are  fo  long, 
that  it  is  impoflible  they  could  have  been 
finiftied  in  any  time  that  we  can  fuppofe 
men  to  be  kept  together,  without  interrup- 
tion of  one  kind  or  another.  In  the  be- 
ginning of  the  books  de  Republican  there  is 

* Vol.  4.  p.  345.  of  this  work. 
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what  may  be  properly  called  a dialogue, 
which  continues  till  about  the  middle  of 
the  fecond  book;  and  we  are  informed  up- 
* on  what  occafion  the  company  met,  and 
how  .Socrates  was  led  on  to  give  a fyftem, 
of  what  he  underftood  to  be  a perfedl  go- 
> vernment.  In  the  books  de  Legibus^  though 
there  be  more  dialogue,  there  is  no  intro- 
duction at  all  to  it  ; for  it  begins  direClly 
with  one  of  four  travellers  upon  the  road  in 
Crete,  afkin^g  a queftion  at  the  others.  Whe- 
ther it  was  a God  or  a Man  who  firft  gave 
laws  to  men  ? To  this  one  of  them,  w'hb 
was  a Cretan,  anfwers.  And  fo  the  conver- 
fation  goes  on  for  four  books;  after  which, 
the  Athenian  ftranger  gives  them  a fyftem, 
of  laws  in  the  other  eight  books,  with  little 
interruption  of  queftions. 

The  Protagoras^  which  I mentioned  a- 
bove,  is  the  fineft  of  all  the  dialogues  of 
Plato,  confidered  as  a poetical  compofition; 
for  there  is  more  fcenery  and  aCtion  in  if, 
a greater  variety  of  turns  and  incidents, 
and  more  imitation  of  characters  and  ma'n- 
ners,  than  are  to  be  found  in  any  other  of 
VoL.  V.  T t 
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his  (ilalogues.  I think  it,  therefore,  not  im- 
proper to  ]][ive  a more  particular  account 
of  it  than  of  any  other. 

In  this  dialogue  Socrates  relates  to  a com- 
panion of  his,  who  is  not  named,  that  one 
Hippocrates,  an  acquaintance  of  Socrates,  a 
young  man  of  a keen  violent  fpirit,  came  to 
him  very  early  in  the  morning  before  it  was 
day,  to  let  him  know  that  the  great  fophift 
Protagoras  was  co.nc  to  town,  and  lodged 
in  ihehoufeot  one  Callias; — informing  So- 
crates at  the  fame  time  of  his  mod  earneft 
defire  to  be  the  fcholar  of  Protagoras,  and, 
as  he  took  money  for  teaching,  to  give  him 
all  that  he  had  of  his  own,  and  all  that  he 
could  procure  from  his  friends.  This  na- 
turally led  S. 'Crates  to  inquire  what  he  was 
to  learn  of  Protagoras,  for  which  he  was 
to  pay  fo  high  a price.  Hippocrates  was 
much  puzzled  to  anfwer  this  queftion,  and 
plainly  fhowed  he  did  not  well  know  what 
he  would  be  at.  In  this  converfation  they 
pafTcd  the  time  till  the  day  broke  ; and  it 
ended  in  their  refolving  to  go  to  Protago- 
ras. and  alk  him,  what  he  pretended  to 
teach,  and  then  to  advife  with  his  friends 
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whether  he  fliould  go  to  fchool  to  him. 
After  this  follows  a fcene  with  the  porter 
of  Callias’s  houfe,  who  having  been  much 
troubled  with  the  great  refort  to  the  houfe, 
of  fophifts,  and  others,  who  wanted  to  fee 
Protagoras,  refufed  at  Hrft  to  give  them  ad- 
mittance. After  they  got  in,  they  found 
there  not  only  Protagoras,  but  two  other 
famous  fophifts,  Hippias  and  Prodicus,  each 
of  them  in  different  attitudes  and  fituations, 
which  are  all  very  finely  painted.  Prota- 
goras, the  chief  figure  in  the  piece,  was 
walking  in  the  portico; — he  in  the  middle, 
and  fo  many,  whom  Socrates  names,  on 
each  fide  of  him.  Behind  them  was  a train 
of  followers,  whom  Protagoras  had  colledl;- 
ed  from  the  different  cities  of  Greece  where 
he  had  been.  This  chorus,  as  Socrates  calls 
them,  followed  moft  obfequioufiy,  liftening 
to  what  Protagoras  faid,  and  carefully  turn- 
ing when  he  turned*  fo  that  they  might 
never  be  before  him,  or  interfere  with  him, 
nor  any  ways  difturb  the  order  of  the  pro- 
ceffion.  Socrates,  after  having  fpent  fome 
time  in  feeing  all  this,  addrefled  himfelf  to 
Protagoras,  and  told  him  upon  what  bu- 
finefs  they  were  come,  dcfiring  to  know, 
whether  he  chofe  to  converfe  with  them  in 
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private  or  before  all  the  company.  Pro- 
tagoras chofe  the  laft,  being  delirous  to 
fliow  himfelf  as  much  as  poflible.  He  then 
gave  an  account  of  himfelf  and  his  art, 
which  ended  by  anfwering  to  Socrates’s 
queftion,  ‘ What  he  profefled  to  teach  ?’ 
That  he  profefled  to  teach  Virtue,  and 
to  make  men  good  citizens  and  good  ma- 
fters  of  families.  Upon  this  Socrates  fta- 
ted  a doubt,  whether  Virtue  was  a thing 
that  could  be  taught.  In  anfwer  to  which, 
Protagoras  firfl:  told  a ftory,  or  fable,  con^- 
cerning  the  origin  of  the  human  race  and 
of  the  political  life  ; and  then  he  anfwer- 
cd  more  particularly  Socrates’s  arguments. 
When  he  had  done,  Socrates  wae  fo  charm- 
ed with  what  he  had  heard,  that  he  flood 
for  fome  time  like  one  enchanted,  flill  in 
the  poflure  of  liflening.  This  defeription 
our  Milton  has  almoft  tranflated,  at  leaft 
more  clofely  copied  than  he  is  in  ufe  to  do. 
The  paflage  I allude  to,  is  in  the  beginning 
of  Book  Eighth  of  Paradife  Lofl,  where 
Milton  deferibes  the  effect  of  the  Angel’s 
voice  upon  Adam,  in  thefe  words  ; 

* The  Angel  ended,  and  in  Adam’s  ear 
‘ So  charming  left  his  voice,  that  he  a while 
j‘  Thought  him  ftill  fjTeaking,  ftill  flood  fixt  to  hear.’ 
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After  this  Socrates  began  to  queftion  Pro- 
tagoras about  what  he  had  faid,  of  the  Vir- 
tues being  different  from  one  another. 
This  led  to  a clofe  difpute  in  the  dialedlic 
manner  of  queftion  and  anfwer,  in  which 
Protagoras  being  puzzled  and  confounded, 
betook  himfelf  to  the  haranguing  method, 
and,  inftead  of  making  a fhort  and  direct 
anfwer  to  Socrates’s  queftions,  ran  out  into 
a long  diflertatiqn.  This  Socrates  com- 
plained of,  and  faid,  that,  having  a fhort 
memory,  he  could  not  difpute  in  that  way^ 
and  therefore,  if  Protagoras  would  not  go 
on  with  him  as  he  had  begun,  there  muft 
be  an  end  of  the  converfation.  Upon 
which  he  rofe  to  go  away;  but  all  the  com- 
pany interpofed,  earneftly  defiring  that  the 
converfation  might  be  continued.  Upon 
this  occafion,  Hippies  and  Prodicus,  each' 
of  them,  made  a fpeecb,  in  which  Plato  has 
imitated  the  manner  of  thofe  two  fophifts. 
Hippias’s  ftile  is  pompous,  panegyrical,  and 
full  of  metaphors  and  figures,  fuch  as  he 
was  accuftomed  to  ufe  in  the  great  affem- 
blies  at  the  games.  But  Prodicus’s  ftile  wa.s 
accurate  and  critical,  affedfing  to  ufe  words 
in  thflr  moft  proper  fignification,  and  di- 
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ftinguifhing  nicely  betwixt  words  feeming- 
ly  of  the  fame  figoification.  One  of  the 
company  propofed  that  Protagoras  fliould 
be  allowed  to  anfwer  in  what  manner  he 
pleafed,  and  that  Socrates  rtiould  have  the 
fame  liberty.  But  here  Alcibiades,  who 
by  this  time  was  come  in,  interpofed,  and 
faid,  it  was  not  fair,  that,  as  Socrates  had 
faid  he  could  only  difpute  in  the  one  way, 
while  Protagoras  profefled  to  difpute  both 
ways,  Socrates  (hould  not  have  his  choice 
of  the  only  way  in  which  he  could  keep 
up  the  argument.  At  laft  it  ended  in  this, 
that  Protagoras  might  have  his  choice, 
whether  he  would  afk  or  anfwer,  or,  as  it 
is  exprelTed  in  Greek,  give  or  receive  a 
reafon,  but  that  the  argument  muft  go  on 
in  the  way  of  queftion  and  anfwer.  Pro- 
tagoras chofe  the  part  of  queftioning,  and 
began  with  a paflage  of  Simonides,  concern- 
ing the  meaning  of  which  he  interrogated 
Socrates,  who  at  flrft  was  a good  deal 
puzzled  ; but  at  laft  having  given  an  an- 
fwer, which  feemed  fatisfa<ftory  to  the  com- 
pany, and  Protagoras  having  no  more  to 
alk,  Socrates  began  again  where  he  had 
left  off,  concerning  the  difference  of  the 
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Virtues,  and  alked  Protagoras,  whether  he 
ftill  maintained  that  the  Virtues  were  all 
different  from  one  another.  To  which  Pro- 
tagoras anfwered,  that  at  leaft  Fortitude 
was  different  from  the  reft.  The  argument 
being  thus  confined,  the  debate  went  on, 
Socrates  maintaining  that  Fortitude,  as  well 
as  the  other  virtues,  was  nothing  but  Know- 
ledge or  Science.  And  fo  far  we  are  fure, 
that  Plato  has  not  mifreprefented  the  phi- 
lofophy  of  Socrates  ; for  we  are  told  by 
Xenophon,  that  it  was  one  of  the  peculiar 
tenets  of  Socrates,  that  all  •virtue  nvas 
fctence.  The  debate  ended  in  Protagoras 
being  at  laft  filenced  ; and,  when  prelTed 
by  Socrates  to  bring  the  argument  to  a 
conclufion,  anfwered  only  by  a nod.  But 
through  the  whole  argument  Socrates  be- 
haves with  the  greateft  politenefs,  abftain- 
ing  from  every  thing  that  looked  like  in- 
fult,  or  even  raillery,  upon  the  advantages 
he  had  obtained,  and  at  laft  concludes  with 
putting  them  both  upon  the  fame  footing, 
by  fhowing,  that  they  had  both  loft  fight 
of  the  argument  with  which  they  fet  out, 
and  had  fairly  changed  fides  in  the  difpute. 
‘ For  I,’  fays  Socrates,  ‘ began  with  main- 
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I 

* talning  that  Virtue  could  not  be  taught ; 

‘ whereas  you,  Protagoras,  maintained  that 

* it  could:  But,  as  the  difpute  went  on,  I 

* maintained  that  all  Virtue  was  Science,  in 

* which  cafe  it  certainly  might  be  taught ; 

‘ whereas  you  maintained  that  it  was  not 

* Science,  the  confequence  of  which  was, 
‘ that  it  could  not  be  taught.’  This  dia- 
logue, therefore,  may  be  faid,  without  ex- 
aggeration, to  be  the  moft  elegant  and  polite 
philofophical  comedy  that  ever  was  written. 

The  moft  beautiful  dialogue  in  Plato, 
confidered  as  a poetical  piece,  next  to  the 
Protagoras^  is  the  Gorgias.  But,  after  ha- 
ving given  fo  full  an  analyfis  of  the  Pro- 
tagoras, I will  fay  no  more  of  the  Gorgias, 
except  that  there  are  in  it  various  turns 
and  incidents,  and  changes  of  perfon  as 
well  as  of  fubje^fi  which  make  it  a very 
beautiful  compofition. 

Of  the  two  manners  of  teaching  I have 
mentioned,  refutation  is  that  which  Plato 
ufes ; by  which  Socrates  convinces  thofe 
with  whom  he  converfes,  that  they  did  not 
know  what  they  thought  they  knew,  and 
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confequently  were  both  ignorant  and  vain; 
and  there  is  very  little  plain  teaching  in 
Plato,  except  in  the  books  of  Polity  and 
of  Laws.  And  indeed,  as  Socrates  profef- 
fed  to  know  nothing,  and  was  directed  by 
the  oracle,  as  Plato  has  informed  us  in  the 
Apology^  and  likewife  by  Dreams,  and  in 
every  other  way  by  which  the  Gods  figni- 
fied  their  will  to  men,  to  go  about  and  con- 
vince his  citizens  that  they  were  as  igno- 
rant as  he,  and  fo  far  more  ignorant,  that 
they  did  not  know  they  were  ignorant  *, 
whatever  is  delivered  by  Socrates  in  the 
way  of  fyftem  or  fcience  may  be  confider- 
ed  as  out  of  chara£ter. 

And  thus  much  for  the  manner  of  Pla- 
to in  his  dialogues.  As  to  the  matter^ 
the  fubjed.  of  by  far  the  greater  part  of 
them  is  Morals  and  Government.  It  was 
only  upon  thefe  fubjedts  that  Socrates  phi- 
lofophifed.  Whatever,  therefore,  we  have 
in  Plato  upon  other  fubje£ts,  is  taken  from 
other  fchools.  Thus,  what  we  have  on  the 


* Sec  more  upon  this  fubjcft,  p.  2pp. 
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fubjed  of  dialedic  in  the  Sophijla  and  Po~ 

Uticus^  is  from  the  Eleatic  fchool : WhJit  ' 

is  in  the  Timaeus,  upon  the  fubjeft  of  na- 
tural philofophy,  is  from  the  Italic  fchool  ; 
and  his  Dodrine  of  Ideas,  which  was 
thought  to  be  peculiar  to  him,  I am  per- 
fuaded,  he  brought  with  him  from  Egypt, 
as  well  as  the  Dodrine  of  the  Trinity, 
which  he  has  not  publifhed  in  his  Dia-  ' 

logues,  but  kept  as  a fecret  to  be  commu- 
nicated only  to  the  few  initiated  in  the  my- 
fteries  of  his  philofophy  * j or,  perhaps,  he 

* This  appears  from  a letter  of  his  to  Dionyfius, 
the  tyrant  of  Sicily,  the  fecond  epiftlc  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  printed.  He  mentions  the  myftery  of 
the  Trinity  very  fhortly  and  enigmatically;  that,  as  he 
tells  him,  if  the  letter  met  with  any  accident,  and  fell  in- 
to other  hands,  it  might  not  be  underftood.  He  men- 
tions alfo  in  the  fame  letter  another  myftery  of  philo- 
fophy, viz.  the  Origin  of  Evil.  This  he  fpeaks  of  as  a 
very  great  myftery,  which  very  few  of  his  followers  had 
been  able  to  learn.  He  fays  that  he  never  had  writ- 
ten upon  the  fubjedl,  and  never  would ; becaufe  fuch 
things  were  not  fit  to  be  communicated  to  the  vulgar. 

He  therefore  defires  Dionyfius,  if  he  wiihes  to  be-in-  , I 
formed  about  them,  to  correfpond  with  him  by  the 
means  of  one  Archidemus,  who  was  to  go  betwixt 
them  ; and  he  advifes  Dionyfius  to  write  nothing  up- 
on the  fubjeft  himfelf,  and  to  burn  this  letter  after 
reading  it  over  and  over  again.  His  doflrine  of  the 
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found  this  myftical  phllofophy  in  the  books 
of  the  Pythagoreans  of  Italy,  fome  of  which 
Laertius  tells  us  he  puichafed  at  a great 

Trinity,  however,  came  to  be  pretty  well  known  among 
his  followers  of  later  times,  -one  of  whom,  by  name 
AmeliuSy  wonders  how  fo  fublime  a Theology  fhould 
be  found  in  the  works  of  a barbarian  ; (fo  he  calls  St 
John  the  Evangelift  *).  But  I thought  it  had  been 
known  only  to  the  Platonic  philofophers  and  thofe  of 
the  Alexandrine  fchool,  till  a learned  and  worthy  gen- 
tleman of  my  acquaintance  in  London,  Dr  Heberden, 
Ihowed  me  a palTage  in  Seneca’s  Confolutio  ad  Helviam, 
from  which  if  appears,  that  it  was  known  to  the  Stoics. 
His  words  are,  fpeaking  of  the  misfortune  that  had  be- 
fallen this  woman : ‘ Id  aftum  eft,  mihi  crede,  ab  illo, 

‘ quifquis  formator  univerfi  fuit,  five  ille  Deus  eft  po- 
‘ tens  omnium,  five  incorporalis  ratio,  ingentium  ope- 
‘ rum  artifex,  five  divinus  fpiritus,  per  omnia  maxima 
‘ ac  minima,  aequali  intentione  ditiufus,  five  fatum  ct 
* immutabilis  caufarum  inter  fe  cohaerentium  feries.’ 
Senccac  Confol.  ad  Helviam,  cap.  8.  edit.  Lipfii,  p. 

This  Theology  with  other  fciences  came  from  Egypt 
to  India,  where  at  this  day  the  dodVrine  of  the  three 
perfons  of  the  Deity  in  one  Subftance,  is  an  eflential 
part  of  the  Creed  of  the  Bramins ; and  they  call  thofe 
perfons  by  the  fame  names  that  we  do,  the  Father,  the 

• See  Eufebii  Praepar,  Evangel,  lib.  z.  cap.  14.  & 20. 
See  alfo  sybi^t  I have  faid  upon  this  fubjedi,  vol.  i.  of 
' this  work,  p.  8.  of  fecond  edition. 
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price.  But  the  Pythagorean  philofophy, 
as  is  well  known,  came  likewife  from  that 
country. 

This  philofophy  is  what  Xenophon,  in 
his  letter  to  Efchines,  calls  the  repctTWiTiiJ 
ero(p«a,  or  motijlrous  philofophy^  (as,  I think,  it 
may  be  tranflated),  of  Egypt  and  of  Py- 
thagoras. Thefe  two,  he  very  fitly  joins 
together ; as,  I think,  there  is  no  doubt, 
that  Pyliiagoras  learned  that  philofophy 
in  Egypt.  But,  for  my  part,  I hold,  I 

that  this  fame  philofophy  is  the  heft  that  1 

is  to  be  found  in  the  writings  of  Plato  ; 
for,  though  Morals,  as  I have  obferved, 

'are  the  chief  fubje(fl:  of  his  dialogues,  yet 
his  philofophy  in  them  is  fo  defective,  that 
he  has  not  told  us  that  the  true  princi- 

Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoji.  The  firft  in  their  language  is  j 

Rama,  the  fecond  Vifnou,  and  the  third  Crifna.  This 
faft  is  told  in  a French  book  witten  by  one  La  Cro z e,  I 

entitled  Hifioire  du  Chriflianifme  des  Indes,  vol  2.  book 
4.  p.  48.  And  he  relates  it  upon  the  credit  of  one  Manuel 
Godinho,  a Portugucfe,  who  was  in  India  in  the  year 
1663.  And  I have  heard  the  faft  attefted  by  an  ac- 
quaintance of  mine  who  had  been  many  years  in  India. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Ch.  H.  Progress  of  Language.  341 

pie  of  every  virtuous  aifHon  is  the  to 
Aok,  or  beautiful ; which  is  the  more  fur- 
prifing,  that,  in  almoft  every  page  of  his 
writings  upon  the  fubjedt  of  morals,  he 
fpeaks  of  the  to  jcaAov.  That  this  was  well 
known  in  the  Pythagorean  fchool,  I have 
fhown  elfewhere  * ; And  Ariftotle,  who 
appears  to  have  got  more  of  the  Pythago- 
rean books  than  Plato,  or  to  have  perufed 
them  more  diligently,  has  laid  it  down  ex- 
prefsly,  that  there  can  be  no  virtue  with- 
out a fenfe  of  the  to  %xXqv^  or  the pulchrum 
and  honejlum  ; and  that  for  the  fake  of  it, 
virtue  is  pradtifedf.  Inftead  of  this,  Pla- 
to has  been  at  great  pains  to  prove  in  the 
Protagoras^  that  Virtue  is  no  more  than  a 
fcience,  like  geometry  or  arithmetic  ; and 
that,  therefore,  he,  who  underftands  what 


* Preface  to  Antient  Melaphyfics,  p.  33. 

t Befidcs  the  paflages  I have  quoted  from  Ariftotle 
in  the  preface  above  mentioned,  there  is  one  in  his 
Magna  Moralia,  (Lib.  2.  cap.  7.  v.Jinem,)  where  he 
fays,  that  the  »{♦<  t»  *«/6»  is  more  the  principle  of 
virtue  thah  Aey.e,  or  reafon  ; For,  fays  he,  in  the  prac- 
tice of  virtue,  the  muft  begin  and  carry  on  the 
praftice,  while  reafon  only  directs  and  approves.  The 
therefore  is  the  leading  principle. 
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virtue  is,  is  virtuous,  as  a man,  who  is  learn- 
ed in  geometry  or  arithmetic,  is  a geome- 
ter or  arithmetician.  And  another  fault  I 
find  with  Plato’s  philofophy,  that,  though 
he  fpeaks  fo  much  of  the  to  he  has 

never  fo  much  as  attempted  to  define  it ; 
whereas  Ariftotle  has  given  us  two  popular 
definitions  of  it,  and,  if  his  treatife:  upon 
the  fubje<3:  had  been  preferved,  we  fhould  ‘ 
no  doubt  have  had  a precife  philofophical 
definition  of  it  *. 

As  to  his  books  de  Republican  the  fyftem 
of  government  there  contained  is  altoge- 
ther romantic,  and  fuch  as  was  never  fo 
much  as  attempted  to  be  executed;  and  in 
theory  I think,  it  is  not  fo  good  a fyftem, 
as  that  which  was  adually  put  in  practice 
by  the  Jefuits  in  Paraguay.  This  was  a ‘ 
government  by  religion  and  philofophy, 
which  made  the  people  happier  than,  I 
believe,  any  people  ever  were  ; and  it  is, 
perhaps,  the  moft  extraordinary  fadl  in  the 
hiftory  of  mankind,  that  fuch  a govern- 

* See  what  I have  faid  upon  tills'  fubjcct,  Meta- 
phyf.  vol.  2.  p.  lOy.  where  I have  endeavoured  to 
fupply  the  defedt  of  Plato’s  philofophy,  and  the  lofs  of 
Ariftotle’s  work. 
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mcnt  fhould  have  been  eftabliflied  among 
favages,  and  in  the  middle  of  favage  na- 
tions inhabiting  a great  Continent,  by  men 
come  from  fuch  a diftance,  and  who  were 
born  and  bred  in  what  may  be  called  ano- 
ther world.  It  is  a fad  not  much  known, 
but  of  which  I have  had  an  opportunity 
of  being  pretty  well  informed  both  by 
books  and  converfation 

This  is  Plato’s  phllofophy  of  morals  and 
government.  What  he  has  given  us  by  way 
of  logic  or  diale^licy  as  he  calls  it,  is  cer- 
tainly not  comparable  to  what  Ariftotlc 
has  left  us  in  his  books  of  Analytics  and 
Topics,  in  which  he  has  properly  diftin- 
guifhed  betwixt  Logic  and  Dialedic.  And,  . 
as  to  his  Philofophy  of  Nature,  if  there  be 
any  merit  in  it,  it  certainly  does  not  belong 
to  him,  but  to  Timaeus  the  Pythagorean  : 
And,  as  his  original  work  is  prcferved  to 
us,  1 muft  own,  that  I prefer  it  to  the  dif- 
fufe  commentary,  which  Plato  has  given 
us  in  his  dialogue  infcribed  Timeus. 

• There  is  a book  upon  the  fubjeft  in  Italian  by 
one  Muratori,  and  tranflated  into  Englifh,  entitled, 
A Relation  of  the  Mifflons  of  Paraguay,  I would  re- 
commend it  to  the  reader,  if  he  deiire  to  be  informed 
of  fo  extraordinary  an  event. 
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The  Theology,  therefore,  of  Plato,  and 
which  was  afterwards  cultivated  in  the  A- 
lexandrine  fchool,  is  undoubtedly  a more 
fublime  philofophy  than  that  of  Socrates 
in  Xenophon,  allowing  the  Socratic  philo- 
fophy to  be  a perfect  fyftem  of  morals  i 
For  it  is  the  wifdom  of  the  Egyptians,  in- 
to which  Mofes  was  initiated  *,  and  it  is 
the  knowledge  of  divine  things  which  are 
fo  conneded  with  human,  that,  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  one,  we  cannot  per- 
fedtly  underftand  the  other;  for  which  rea- 
fon  the  antients  very  properly  defined  phi- 
lofophy to  be  the  knoivledge  of  things  di- 
vine and  human.  It  therefore  elevates  the 
mind  more  than  any  other  philofophy 
known  in  Greece,  raifing  it  much  above 
human  affairs  and  all  things  of  this  earth, 
and  thereby  preparing  it  for  that  higher 
ftate  to  which  we  are  to  be  exalted,  if  we 
live  here  as  we  ought  to  do. 

It  was  this  fublime  Theology  of  Plato 
which  made  the  Fathers  of  the  Chriftian 
Church  ftudy  and  admire  his  philofophy 

* See  p.  301. 
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fo  much-.  St  Auguftine  fays,  that  there  is 
no  great  difference  betwixt  his  Theology 
and  the  Chriftian  *.  And  in  another  paf- 
fage  he  fays,  that  thofe,  who  have  ftudied 
Plato’s  philofophy,  are  fo  difpofed,  ul,  pau~ 
CIS  •uerhli  et  fententiis  mutatis^  Chrijliani 
jierentyjicut  plerique  rccentiorum  nojlrorum^ 
que  temporum  Platonici fecerunt  f . And  O- 
rigin,  in  his  woik  againft  Celfus,  tells  us, 
that  Celfus  thought  the  conformity  was  fo 
great,  that  he  believed  Jefus  Chrift  had  ftu- 
died the  works  of  Plato:  And,  with  refped 
to  its  conformity  with  the  Old  Teftament, 
there  is  one  Eumelius,  a Pythagorean  phi- 
lofopher,  who  calls  Plato  the  Attic  Mofes, 

So  fublime  a philofophy,  as  that  of 
Plato,  ought  certainly  to  be  the  ftudy  of 
every  man  who  applies  to  philofophy,  if 
it  be  his  misfortune  to  Jive  in  an  age 
and  nation  of  which  the  morals  are  fo 
corrupted,  that  no  man  of  fenfe  and  pru- 


* S//.  AugufV.  opera,  tom.  i.  p.  748. ; tom.  2.  p, 
337.  of  the  Bencdiftine  edition. 

•f  Ibid.  tom.  I,  p.  730. 

VoL.  V.  X X 
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dence  (not  to  fpeak  of  a philofopher)  will 
choofe  to  take  any  concern  in  their  public 
affairs.  The  greatefi:  admirers  of  modern 
times  will  not,  I hope,  be  affronted,  if  I 
fuppofe  it  poflible,  that,  even  in  the  happy 
age  in  which  we  live,  there  may  be  a na- 
tion fuch  as  the  Athenians  were  in  the  days 
of  Socrates.  N!ow  at  that  time  Socrates,  in 
the  Apology  that  Plato  has  n ade  for  him, 
fays,  that  he  was  foibid,  by  the  genius 
which  attended  him,  to  meddle  with  public 
affairs  ; and  he  adds,  that,  if  he  had  not 
taken  the  warning,  he  could  not  then  have 
been  alive,  peifevering,  as  he  was  always 
refolved  to  do,  in  what  was  juft  and  right; 
and  of  this  he  gives  a very  ftrong  proof 
from  fa£t  and  experience.  Now,  if  it  was 
fo  in  Athens,  1 think,  we  may  fuppofe, 
that  there  are  nations  in  Europe  in  which 
a man  of  fenfe,  experience,  and  obferva- 
lion,  though  no  philofopher,  would,  with- 
out any  w'arning  from  heaven,  be  extreme- 
ly averle  to  engage  in  public  affairs,  from 
a conviction  that  he  could  be  of  no  real 
fervice  to  his  country  : And,  if  he  were  a 
philofopher,  he  would  know  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  he  could  do  any  good,  for  which 
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it  would  be  worth  his  while  to  facrifice  his 
time  and  philofophic  eafe.  And,  1 am  a- 
fraid,  his  opinion  of  the  rifing  generation 
would  be  fuch,  that,  if  the  delperate  re- 
medy were  to  be  ufed,  propofed  by  Hera- 
clitus, the  philofopher,  to  his  countrymen 
the  Ephefians  for  the  reformation  of  their 
manners,  of  hanging  all  thofe  above  the 
age  of  ten^  it  would  be  fruitlefs,  as  there 
would  not  be  in  their  children  neither 
minds  nor  bodies,  of  which  by  any  educa- 
tion good  men  could  be  made.  Nothing, 
therefore,  will  be  left  for  fuch  a man,  if 
he  had  a mind  to  be  of  any  ufe  to  the  pu- 
blic, except  to  go  about,  as  Socrates  did  in 
Athens,  convincing  every  man  with  whom 
he  converfed,  that  he  had  neither  virtue 
nor  wifdom,  though  he  believed  he  had 
both  ; and  that  therefore  he  ought  to  be- 
llow his  whole  time  and  attention  to  ac- 
quire them.  The  confequence  of  this  might 
not  be,  that  he  Ihould  be  put  to  death  as 
Socrates  was,  but  he  would  certainly  make 
almoft  every  body  his  enemy,  and  would, 
I am  perluaded,  have  many  fewer  follow- 
ers and  admirers  than  Socrates,  if  he  had 
any  at  all ; fo  that  in  reality  he  would  do 
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no  good,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  made  his 
own  life  very  troublefome  and  difagreeablc. 

What  then  is  a man  of  a philofophical 
turn  to  do  in  fuch  a nation  as  I have  defcri- 
bed?  And  I think  the  bed  thing  he  can  do 
is,  what  the  philofophers  of  the  Alexan- 
drine fchool,  Plotinus,  Porphyry,  and  the 
reft  of  them,  did  ; which  was  to  apply  to 
that  fublime  philofophy  above  mentioned,  • 
which  raifed  them  above  all  the  cares  of 
this  world  ; and,  joined  with  that  cathartic 
diet  (as  they  called  it)  which  they  pradifed, 
not  only  prepared  them  for  a better  life 
after  this,  but  exalted  them  to  a commu- 
nication with  fuperior  intelligences  even 
during  this  life.  In  this  manner  were  Plo- 
tinus and  his  fcholar  Porphyry  exalted,  as 
I have  elfewhere  obferved  *. 

As  to  the  Jl'ile  of  Plato,  it  is  very  high- 
ly praifed  by  Cicero,  who  fays,  that  Jupi- 
ter, if  he  were  to  fpeak  Greek,  would  fpeak 
like  Plato  f.  ■^nd  1 don’t  wonder,  that  an 

* Vol.  I.  of  Ant.  Metaphyf.  p.  140. 

f Quis  cnim  libcrior  in  dicendo  Platone  ? Jovcm 
Gc,  ut  aiunt  philofophi,  G Graece  loquatur,  loqui. 
Cicer.  de  Clar.  Orat. 
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author,  who  is  fo  copious  and  difFufe  him- 
fdf,  fhould  praife  the  ftile  of  an  author 
who  is  more  fo  than  any  I know  in  Greek. 
But  the  Halicarnaflian,  whom  I hold  to  be 
a much  better  critic  than  Cicero,  diftin- 
guiflies,  I think,  very  properly  betwixt  the 
ftile  of  the  Socratic  dialed  in  Plato,  which 
he  allows  to  be  admirable,  and  his  di- 
thyrambic  ftile  in  the  Phaedrus,  or  his  o- 
ratorial  in  the  Menexenus;  and  he  goes  fo 
far  as  to  fay,  that,  in  the  long  periphrafes, 
with  which  he  ftudies  to  amplify  and  a- 
dorn  his  ftile,  he  does  not  even  write  Greek, 
xaxus  ‘eAA»y*^ei.  What  he  commends  moft 
in  the  ftile  of  Plato,  is  a beauty,  which, 
I am  afraid,  we  have  not  ears  to  hear ; 
I mean  the  numbers  of  his  compofuion,  in 
which,  he  fays,  he  equals  Demofthencs, 
though  far  inferior  to  him  in  the  choice  of 
words. 

But  whatever  fault  I find  with  the  ftile 
of  Plato,  and  though  I do  not  approve 
much  of  any  part  of  his  philofophy,  ex- 
cept his  Theology,  yet  I am  clearly  of  o- 
pinion  that  he  Ihould  be  read  before  the 
philofophy  of  Ariftotle,  as  the  beft  intro- 
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duftion  to  that  philofophy;  For  it  prepares 
us  for  being  taught  by  Ariftotle,  as  it  con- 
vinces us  that  we  do  not  know; — a prepa- 
ration which,  as  1 have  obferved,  is  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  for  learning  any  thing; 
and  it  ftarts  fo  many  doubts,  difficulties, 
and  puzzling  queftions,  that,  if  we  have 
any  thing  of  the  philofophical  genius  in 
us,  our  curiofity  and  defire  of  learning 
muft  be  excited  ; and,  if  we  can  find  a fa- 
tisfying  anfwer  to  thofe  queftions  in  Ari- 
ftotle, or  any  other  philofopher,  we  are 
wonderfully  pleafed.  For  example,  who- 
ever has  ftudied  the  Theaetetes  of  Plato, 
wherein  a moft  important  queftion  of  phi- 
lofophy, and  indeed  the  foundation  of  all 
philofophy,  and  of  all  fcience  of  every  kind, 
is  treated,  viz.  What  fcience  is,  and  where  fo 
many  opinions  upon  that  fubjedt  are  pro- 
pofed,  and  all  refuted,  muft  feel  the  great- 
eft  fatisfadion  in  finding  it  fo  fully  an- 
fwered  in  the  logical  works  of  Ariftotle. 
Nor  will  he  be  furprifed  that  Ariftotle  has 
written  fo  much  to  anfwer  a queftion  of 
fuch  importance,  about  which  Plato  has 
difputed  fo  much  but  taught  nothing,  (ac- 
cording to  the  diftindion  made  by  the 
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fchoolmen  betwixt  thefe  two  philofophers), 
and  a queftion  which  Pilate,  the  Roman 
Goyernour,  thought  proper  to  afk  at  our 
Saviour,  and  which  fhows  that  Pilate  was 
fo  far  advanced  in  philofophy  as  to  have 
doubts  and  difficulties  upon  a point  that 
very  few  of  this  age  ever  think  of. 

And  here  I conclude  what  I have  to  fay 
upon  the  Socratic  method  of  teaching  as 
praftifed  by  Xenophon  and  Plato.  In  my 
next  chapter  I am  to  fpeak  of  a didadic 
Rile  quite  different ; I mean  the  Rile  of  A- 
riRotle. 
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CHAP.  III. 


The  philofophy  of  Arijlotle  quite  complete ; 

— the  feveral  parts  of  it  enumerated. — 
Ohfervations  upon  the  matter  of  it^  begin- 
ning nvith  Logic. — The  fubjeft  of  Logic 
is  to  let  us  kno’w  nvhat  fcience  is. — The  1 

iieceffity  of  this. — No  man  can  truly  un- 
derfand  any  fcience  nvithout  kno’iving 
nvhat  fcience  is.— Mr  Locke’s  account  cf 
fcience^  compared  nvith  Arijlotle’ s. — It  is 
altogether  imperfell  and  deficient. — Mr 
Locke  faySy  that  the  divi/ion  of  things  in-  I 

to  genus  and  fpecles  is  artificial  and  has 
no  foundation  in  nature  ;—the  confequence 
of  this^  that  truth  has  no  foundation  in 
nature. — It  fubverts  alfo  the  fundamental  i 

doBrine  of  Theology. — Of  the  Dialedlic 
of  Arifiotle^—firjl  reduced  by  him  to  an 
art ; — not  demonfirative  reafoning^  fuch 
as  that  taught  by  his  Logic  ; — neither  is 
it  an  art  of  fophiflry^  but  a "way  of  rea- 
foning  that  is  very  ufeful.—Of  the  Mo- 


1 
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rals  of Arijlotle; — he  is  very full  upon  that 
fubjeil ; — has  -writ  ten  four  fever  al  trea- 
tifes  upon  it. — His  fyflem  of  Morals^  much 
better  than  that  of  Plato^  in  two  refpeSls^ 
—firft,  that  he  has  given  us  the  true  prin- 
ciple of  moral  aSiions  ; — and,  fecondly, 
that  he  makes  the  proper  diftinclion  be- 
twixt our  intelle^ual  and  animal  natures. 
— This  dif  inf  lion  ferves  to  explain  a fun- 
damental dolirine  of  Chrifianity,  viz. 
the  Incarnation. — It  ferves  alfo  to  explain 
that  paradox  of  the  Stoics,  that  the  pul- 
chrum  and  the  honeftum  is  the  only  good 
of  men. — Every  thing  relating  to  the 
happinefs  of  human  life  is  treated  of  in 
thefe  Morals  of  Arifotle. — He  is  particu- 
larly full  upon  the  fubjefl  of  Friendjlnp, 
— A new  edition  of  thefe  books  fjould  be 
given. — OJ  the  political  works  of  Arifotle. 
— Morals  and  Politics  among  the  an- 
tients,  branches  of  the  fame  fcience — 
Arifotle's  political  fyfem  not  founded  up- 
on vifionary  fyftems  like  that  of  Plato, 
but  upon  fall  and  experience.  — Ariflotle 
wrote  alfo  two  books  upon  Oeconomy. — 
The  hifory  of  thefe  books  very  fmgular. 
Yol.  V.  Y y 
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—Of  the  Phyfics  of  Ariftotle. — The  phi- 
lo/ophy  of  Nature  is  there  to  be  found  -f- 
No  philofophy  of  Nature  amony^  the  mo- 
derns nothing  but  faiis  of  natural  hi- 
Jloryy  calculation^  and  computation. — Our 
attempts  to  philofophife  upon  natme  have 
led  to  very  grofs  errors. — Great  and  im- 
portant truths  ejlabtijljed  by  Ariftotle  in 
his  books  of  Phyfics  ; — very  juftly^  there- 
fore^ celebrated  by  the  fehootmen  on  ac- 
count of  his  natural  philofophy — Of  the 
Metaphyfics  of  Ariftotle. — The  nature  of 
this  fcience. — It  is  the  Science  ofjciencesy 
as  it  demon ftrates  the  principles  of  all 
fciences. — kVithout  Metaphyfics  vae  cannot 
be  perfeSlly  leainea  in  any  Jcience — Ex- 
ample of  this  in  Geometn  ind  Arithmetic. 

- — Another  example  in  the  cafe  of  Logic^ 
—aljo  of  natural  philofophy. — Theology, 
the  hightft  p.irt  of  Metaphyfics. — The 
Theolo'jy  of  Plato  more  fiiblime  than  that 
of  Ariftotle  — The  Theology  of  Ariftotle^ 
fo  far  as  it  goes,  a pure  fyflem  of  Theijm^ 
but  defeNive  in  tnvo  great  points  ; — ftrfly 
the  Providence  of  God  over  all  his  nvorks 
not  offer  ted: — He  is  reprefented  as  faffing 
his  vuhole  tinif  in  contemplation.  — This  c{ 
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kind  of  Epicurean  God. — RejeSls  the  popu- 
lar religion  of  his  country. — The  other 
refpell  in  •which  his  Theology  is  deficient^ 
is,  that  he  does  mot  make  God  the  Author 
<f  the  material  •world,  but  only  the  Mo- 
•ver  of  it, — does  not  derive  Jrom  him  e- 
ven  the  minds  that  animate  this  -world. 

The  fyftem  of  philofophy,  which  Ari- 
fk)tle  has  given  us,  is  full  and  com- 
plete. He  begins  with  logic,  which  he  has 
not  confounded  with  Dialeftic  and  Meta- 
phyfics,  as  Plato  has  done,  but  has  given  us 
a fyftem  of  Dialedlic,  as  well  as  of  Metaphy- 
fics,  quite  diftinQ  from  Logic.  2dly,  He 
has  given  Us  the  philofophy  of  Morals ; then 
he  proceeds  to  the  philofophy  of  Nature, 
and  concludes  with  his  moft  valuable  work 
upon  the  firjl  Philofophy,  or  Metaphyfcs, 
as  it  is  commonly  called,  which  contains 
the  principles  of  all  the  other  branches  of 
philofophy  he  had  treated  of,  and  indeed 
of  all  fciences.  Before  1 come  to  fpeak  of 
the  file  of  his  philofophy,  I will  make  fome 
obfervations  upon  the  matter  of  each  of  the 
branches  of  it,  beginning,  as  Ariftotle  be- 
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gins,  with  Logic,  the  fubjeft  of  which,  as 
Ariftotle  tells  us  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Analytics^  is  to  let  us  know  what  fcience 
or  demonftration  is.  How  imperfect  any 
man’s  knowledge  of  philofophy,  or  of  any 
fcience,  muft  be,  who  does  not  fo  much  as 
know  what  fcience  is,  muft  be  evident  to 
every  man  : And  indeed  it  appears  to  be 
abfolutely  ridiculous  to  feek  after  fcience 
upon  any  fubje£l  without  knowing  what 
fcience  is.  It  was  therefore  very  proper 
that  Ariftotle  fhould  begin  his  philofophy 
by  explaining  what  fcience  is.  This  he  has 
done  in  four  books,  viz.  the  Categories ^ 
his  book  of  Interpretation^  and  his  JirJi  and 
fecond  Analytics  : And  I will  venture  to 
fay,  that,  without  the  ftudy  of  thefe  books, 
no  man  living  can  tell  what  fcience  or  de- 
monftration is.  He  may  indeed  be  con- 
vinced by  a demonftrative  argument  j but 
he  cannot  render  a reafon  for  his  convic- 
tion. And  he  is  like  a child,  or  any  other 
perfon  who  has  not  learned  the  gramma- 
tical art,  yet  underftands  that  words  put  to- 
gether in  fuch  and  luch  a manner  exprefs 
fuch  and  fuch  a thing  j but  by  what  rules 
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they  are  put  together,  fo  as  to  have  that 
meaning  and  no  other,  he  cannot  explain. 

To  be  convinced  how  great  and  diflScult 
a work  this  of  Ariftotle  is,^  we  need  on- 
ly compare  what  he  has  faid  upon  the 
lubjed,  with  the  account  which  is  given  of 
it  by  Mr  Locke  in  his  book  upon  the  Hu- 
man Underftanding,  efteemed  by  many  a 
ftandard  book  of  philofophy.  All  that  he 
has  taken  the  trouble  to  let  us  know  upon 
the  fubje£l  is,  iha.t/ciefice,  or  what  is  the 
fame  thing,  truths  is  the  perception  of  the 
agreement  or  difagreement  of  our  ideas. 
But  he  has  not  told  us  in  what  manner  our 
ideas  agree  or  difagree : Neither  has  he  ta- 
ken the  trouble,  as  Ariftotle  has  done,  to 
analyfe  reafoning  into  Jimple  terms,  pro- 
pofitions,  and  fyHogifms,  to  which  all  rea- 
foning of  every  kind  is  reducible,  not  know- 
ing, as  1 fuppofe,  that  there  can  be  no  fcience 
of  any  kind,  without  analyjis.  He  has  not 
even  accurately  diftinguifhed  in  Propofi- 
tions  the  Predicate  from  the  Subjed,  with- 
out which  there  can  be  no  knowledge  either 
of  propofitlons  or  fylloglfms  *.  Nay  he  goes 

* Of  the  imperfeftions  and  defefts  of  Mr  Locke's 
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fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  the  divifion  into  ge- 
nus and  fpecies  is  an  artificial  arrangement  , 

of  things,  which  we  make  for  our  more  I 

cafy  comprehenfion  of  them  *,  and  that 
therefore  all  generals  are  creatures  of  our 
own  making,  having  no  foundation  in  the 
nature  of  things  f-  According  to  his  doc- 
trine, therefore,  fcience  or  truth  has  no 
foundation  in  the  nature  of  things : For,  ^ 
if  there  be  no  general  ideas,  nor  ainy 
diftindtion  of  genus  and  fpecies,  there 
IS  no  fyllogifm  or  demon  ftration  ; be-  ! 

caufe  all  fyllogifm  is  founded  upon  this  ' 

propofition,  that  the  genus  contains  the 
fpecies,  and  the  more  general  idea  the 
iefs  general.  For  the  truth  of  the  fyllo- 
gifm hangs  upon  this  propofition.  That,  if 
one  idea  contains  the  whole  of  another  i- 
dea,  it  contains  every  part  of  that  other  i- 


logic,  fee  what  I have  faid,  vol.  i . Metaphyf.  lib.  5. 
cap.  2.  p.  382.  and  following. 

* Eflay  on  Human  Undcrftandlng,  book  3.  cap.  5. 
fcft.  8. 

t Ibid,  book  3.  cap.  3.  feft.  1 1.  See  what  I have 
further  faid  of  Mr  Locke’s  philofophy  in  vol.  2.p.  183. 
of  Ant.  Metaphyf. 
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dea,  which  the  fchoolmen  exprefs  in  this  - 
way : ^od  •uerum  eft  de  totOy  verum  eft  de 
6mnt.  W ithout  knowing  this,  however  much 
a man  may  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
a fyllogifm,  he  can  give  no  feafon  for  his 
convidtion.  To  prove  this  at  more  length, 
and  to  illuftrate  it  by  examples,  would  be 
to  jgo  too  far  from  my  fubjcdi.  I will  there- 
fore only  add,  that,  to  deny  that  there  is 
a progrefs  in  Nature  from  generals  to  par- 
ticulars, and  from  what  is  more  general  to 
what  is  lefs  general,  till  at  laft  we  com® 
down  to  individuals  where  human  know- 
ledge begins,  and  that  by  a contrary  progrefs 
proceeding  from  individual  things  to  gene- 
rals, and  from  what  is  lefs  general  to  what  is 
more  general,  we  at  laft  afcend  to  that  u- 
niverfal  'ieing,  in  himfelf  comprehending 
whatever  exifts  in  the  univerfe,  is  to  deny 
that  fundamental  principle  of  Theology— 
7‘hat  all  things  are  in  Gody — not  adually 
iiideed,  (tor  that  cannot  be),  but  virtually, 
in  the  fame  manner  that  the  fpecies  is  in 
the  genus  *,  which  is  contained  in  the  ge- 

\ 

* See  what  I have  faid  further  upon  this  fubjeft, 
?ol.  I.  Metapb^^f.  bb.  5*  cap.  11.  p.  489.  Seealfocap. 
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nu8,  and  cannot  be  conceived  to-exift  with- 
out it.  And  thus  it  appears  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  Logic  lead  dire£lly  to  Theology, 
and  that,  if  we  deny  that  generals  have  an 
exiftence  in  the  nature  of  things,  we  muft 
deny  alfo  that  Deity  exifts. 

The  next  work  of  Ariftotle  that  I fliall 
mention  is  his  Diale<fiic,  which,  as  I have 
obferved,  he  firfl;  diftinguiflied  from  Logic, 
with  which  Plato  had  confounded  it-  It  was 
much  pradifed  by  the  fophifts  before  his 
time,  and  likewife  both  by  Plato  and  Ari- 
ftotle; but  Aiiftotle  made  an  art  of  it,  redu- 
cing it  to  certain  heads  or  Topics,  as  he  calls 
them,  of  which  he  has  treated  in  eight  books. 
Itisafpecics  of  reafoning  that  is  not  fcienti- 
fic,  fuch  as  the  reafoning  which  is  the  fubjed 
of  his  books  of  Logic,  not  being  from  axioms 
or  propnfitions  demonftrated,  but  from  pro- 
pofitions  generally  believed  to  be  true,  or  ad- 
mitted to  be  true  by  thofe  with  whom  you 

4.  of  the  fame  book.  Who  would  defire  to  know  more 
of  the  fyllogifin  may  read  what  I have  written  in  the 
preface  to  vol.  3.  of  Metaphyf.  p.  45.  et  feq.  where  he 
will  alfo  find  it  proved  that  Ariftotle  is  not  the  inven- 
tor of  fo  wonderful  an  art. 
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argue.  It  is  a very  ufeful  art,  both  in  com- 
mon converfation,  when  thofe  with  whotn 
you  converfe  are  not  learned  or  inftru£ted 
in  the  principles  of  any  art  or  fcicnce,  and 
in  fpeaking  to  a popular  aflembly.  It  is 
therefore  neceflarily  connedled  with  rhe- 
toric, which  mull  argue  not  from  princi- 
ples of  fcience,  which  the  hearers  cannot 
be  fuppofed  to  underftand,  but  from  To- 
pics, fuch  as  thofe  that  Ariftotle  has  treat- 
ed of.  I will  fay  no  more  upon  this  fub- 
jeft,  as  I have  fpoken  of  it  pretty  fully  in 
the  firft  volume  of  my  Metaphyfics  *.  I 
will  only  add,  that  Ariftotle  did  certainly 
not  mean  in  his  books  of  Dialectic  to  teach 
an  art  of  fophiftry,  a thing  which  would 
have  been  altogether  unworthy  of  a philo- 
fopher,  but  only  to  enable  us  to  convince: 
thofe  who  do  not  underftand  any  art  or 
fcience,  but  whom,  on  many  occafions,  it 
may  be  ufeful  and  even  neccflary  to  con- 
vince. To  ftiow  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
teach  fophiftry,  he  has  added  to  his  work 
upon  dialectic  a book  de  Sophijiicis  Elen- 


* P.  405.  and  following. 
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chis^  in  which  he  has  taught  us  to  refute 
the  captious  arguments  of  the  fophifts. — 
And  thus  much  for  the  Logic  and  Dialectic 
of  Ariftotle. 

« 

As  to  the  pRilofophy  of  morals,  Ariftotle 
has  beftowed  upon  it  four  treatifes  ; the 
Nicomacheia,  confifting  of  ten  books ; 
'ido^  What  is  called  the  Magna  Moralia,  of 
two  books  ; 3//0,  The  Eudemia,  of  feven 
books  ; and,  lajily^  a ihort  treatife,  entitled 
de  Virtutibus  et  Fitiisy  which  contains  no- 
thing more  than  definitions  of  the  feveral 
virtues  and  the  oppofite  vices.  It  is,  how- 
ever, well  worth  reading,  as  it  is  an  a- 
bridgement,  very  fhort  indeed,  of  what  had 
been  explained  at  great  length  in  the  pre- 
ceding books.  Of  thefe,  the  firft  mention- 
ed is  the  fulled  and  mod  complete,  the  o- 
thers  containing  little  more  than  explana- 
tions, in  a ftile  more  popular  and  diffufe, 
of  what  had  been  ftiortly  faid  in  the  Ni- 
comacheia. 

The  philofophy  of  Ariftotle  is,  I think, 
as  complete  in  Morals  as  it  is  in  Logic  and 
Dialectic  ; — fo  complete,  that  nothing  has 
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been  added  to  it  in  modern  times,  though 
much  has  been  written  upon  the  fubjeft, 
but  what  is  either  falfe  or  trifling,  compa- 
red with  what  we  have  in  Ariftotle.  What 
differences  his  fyftem  from  that  of  Plato,  is, 
not  only  that  he  lays  down  diftindly  the 
leading  principle  of  morals,  viz.  the  to  xaAoK, 
which  is  only  guided  and  direded  by  un- 
derftanding  and  fcience,  whereas  Plato,  fol- 
lowing Socrates,  has  made  Virtue  to  be  alto- 
gether fcience;  but  that  he  has  diftinguifhed, 
much  better  than  Plato  has  done,  betwixt 
our  animal  and  intelledual  nature ; — a di- 
ftindion,  upon  which  the  whole  philofophy 
of  man  depends.  Plato  has  taken  the  whole 
‘ compound  together,  and  confidered  it  as 
making  only  one  Nature  and  one  Subftance, 
confifting  of  different  parts,  of  which  one 
is  the  Intelledual,  another  the  Irafcible, 
and  a third  the  Concupifeent ; whereas 
we  are  truly  compofed  of  two  Natures  or 
Subftances,  perfedly  diftind  from  one  an- 
other^  though  intimately  conneded  at  leaf!: 
in  this  life,  viz.  the  IntelleSiual  nature  and 
the  Animal^  to  which  lafl,  and  to  it  only, 
belong  the  Irafcible  and  the  Concupifeent ; 
but,  according  to  Plato,  they  are  parts 
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of  the  whole  man,  without  di(lin£lion  of 
the  two  different  fubftances  of  which  we 
are  compofed.  Now,  Ariftotle  has  made 
this  fo  neceflary  diftindion  : He  has  told 
us,  that  it  is  the  Noos,  or  intelleftual  prin- 
ciple in  us,  that  makes  us  men ; that,  to 
live  according  to  it,  is  to  live  the  life  of  a 
man,  and  our  own  life,  as  he  expreffes  it, 
not  the  life  of  another  animal  *. 

And  here  I cannot  help  obferving,  that 
this  fyftera  of  morals  enables  us  to  conceive 
that  great  myftery  of  ihe  Chriftian  Faith, 
the  dodrine  of  the  Incarnation  ; for,  if 
we  believe,  as  I think  we  muft  do,  that  the 
intdleSiual  nature  may  be  united,  and  ac- 
tually is  united  in  us,  to  the  animal^  what 
fliould  hinder  us  to  believe  that  a third 
nature  may  be  united  to  the  other  two  ? 
namely,  the  divine^  and  that  it  was  actual- 
ly fo  in  the  perfon  of  Jefus  Chrift.  And 
we  will  be  the  more  eafily  difpofed  to  be- 
lieve this,  if  we  agree  with  Ariftotle,  that 
the  human  intellect  has  fomeihing  divine 
in  it,  GgioTgpov  T/,  as  he  has  told  us  in  more 

• Nlcomach,  lib.  9.  cap.  4.  et  8.  \ lib.  10.  cap.  7. 
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than  one  place  * and  it  is  only  with  re- 
fpeft  to  this  part  of  our  compofition  that 
we  are  faid  in  Scripture  to  be  made  after 
the  image  God.  And  here  we  may  ob- 
ferve,  that  not  only  the  myftery  of  the  Tri- 
nity is  to  be  found  in  the  books  of  an- 
tient  philofophy,  as  I before  obfervcdf,  but 
alfo  that  the  dodrine  of  the  Incarnation  is 
clearly  to  be  deduced  from  the  principles 
of  that  philofophy.  This  (hows  us  how 
much  the  ftudy  of  it  muft  contribute  to  ex- 
plain the  language  of  Scripture  and  the 
dodrines  of  the  Chriftian  Theology. 

It  is  from  Arlftotle’s  (fyftem  of  Morals 
that  I have  learned  that  the  only  good  of 
the  intelledual  fubftance  in  us,  and  which 
only  entitles  us  to  the  appellation  of  men^ 
is  beauty.  So  that  what  is  commonly  thought 
to  be  a violent  paradox,  that  the  pulchrum 
and  honejium  is  the  only  good  of  man,  is 
nothing  but  a plain  truth,  neceflarily  re- 

^ Sec  one  pafiage  in  lib.  De  Anima,  cap.  5.  See 
alfo  what  I have  further  faid  upon  this  fubjeft,  vol.  i.  ‘ 
Metaphyf.  p.  139.  etfeq. 

f P.  338.  of  this  vol. 

I 
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fulling  frpm  the  right  underftanding  of  the 
compolltion  of  man  *. 

Thefe  works  of  Ariftotle  upon  Morals 
are  fo  compleat,  that  we  have  in  them  not 
only  every  thing  relating  to  the  Virtues, 
but  eveiy  thing  relating  to  human  felicity. 

And  particularly  upon  Friendfliip,  without 
which,  he  thinks,  there  can  be  no  compleat 
happincfs  in  human  life,  he  bellows  two  ' 

entire  books  in  his  Nicomacheia,  befides  I 

feveral  chapters  in  his  other  moral  works ; 1 

and,  what  muft  appear  very  ftrange  at  firft 
fight,  he  makes  the  principle  of  it  to  be 
felf-love.  But  this  naturally  refults  from 
the  divifion  above  mentioned  of  our  com- 
pound into  the  intelledual  and  animal 
life.  For  every  man,  who  has  worth  and  ; 

goodnefs  in  himfelf,  muft  of  neceflity  love 
himfelf,  that  is,  he  muft  love  his  intellec- 
tual part,  which  is  the  feat  of  worth  and 
goodnefs ; and,  as  his  intelle£l  is  truly 
himfelf,  he  muft  therefore  love  himfelf : 

And  confequently,  as  worth  and  goodnefs 
. are  the  objedls  of  love,  he  muft  alfo  love 

* Vol.  4.  p.  378. 
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them  in  other  men,  and  that  is  Frtendjhip. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  if  he  has  no  worth 
and  goodnefs  at  home,  where  all  our  feel- 
ings and  afifedlions  muft  begin,  he  cannot 
have  fo  much  as  an  idea  of  what  worth  and 
goodnefs  are,  and  therefore  can  love  or  e- 
fteem  nobody,  not  even  himfelf.  It  is  for 
this  reafon,  as  he  obferves,  that  fuch  men 
are  conftantly  flying  from  themfelves,  and 
fome  of  them,  he  fays,  go  out  of  life  to 
get  free  of  themfelves*.  And  this  reafon- 
ing  of  Ariftotle  is  perfe(3;ly  agreeable  to  the 
common  obfervation.  That  thofe,  who  have 
no  worth  or  goodnefs  in  their  nature,  are 
incapable  of  friendlhip  ; fo  that  Ariftotle 
has  done  no  more  than  give  the  reafon  for 
it. 

Thefe  books  upon  Morals  appear  to  me 
fo  valuable,  and  fo  necelTary  to  be  ftudied 
by  every  man  who  would  defire  to  be  in- 
ftrucfted,  if  in  no  other  philofophy,  at  leaft 
in  the  philofophy  of  human  life,  that,  I 
think,  a new  edition  ought  to  be  publifhed 


* See  all  this  explained  at  great  length,  Nicom. 
lib.  8.  cap.  4.  et  8. 
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of  them,  and  in  a form  which  a man  may 
carry  about  with  him.  This,  I hope,  will  be 
done  by  the  gentlemen  of  Oxford,  to  whom 
Greek  learning  is  fo  much  obliged;  and  in 
this  edition  many  errors  in  the  text  will 
no  doubt  be  corredled.  Some  of  thefe,  I 
find,  I have  corrected  myfelf  upon  the 
margin  of  the  edition  I ufe ; and  feveral  of 
thefe  correftions  ;I  think  fo  certain,  that 
they  are  worthy  to  be  received  into  the 
text,  like  thofe  of  Harry  Stephen  and  Syl- 
burgius  upon  Dionyfius  the  Halicainaf- 
fian  *.  To  thefe  any  gentleman,  who  will 
take  the  trouble  of  the  edition,  fhall  be 
welcome. 

As  man  was  deftined  by  God  and  Na- 
ture to  live  in  fociety,  and  as  no  man  can 
be  perfeftly  happy,  who  does  not  live  in 
a w'ell  conftituted  fociety,  the  antients 
thought  that  Morals  and  Politics  were 
branches  of  the  fame  fcience,  to  which 
they  gave  the  general  name  of  xoAiTeiai,  di- 
ftinguilhing  the  other  branch  of  it  by  the 
name  of  ’w&jxw,  which  is  what  we  call  mo- 

• P.  149.  and  150.  of  this  vol. 
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rals  ; and  therefore  all  the  antient  philo- 
fophers,  who  have  written  upon  Morals, 
have  alfo  treated  of  Politics.  Plato,  as  w^e 
Jrave  feen,.  has  written  at  great  length  up- 
on the  fubje£l ; and  Ariftotle  has  begun, 
but  not  finiflied,  a mod  valuable  work  up- 
on the  fubjedt.  As  Ariftotle  was  not  a 
pradlical  politician  or  ftatefinan,  any  more 
than  Plato,  he  has  fupplied  that  defedf,  as 
he  tells  us  himfelf  in  the  end  of  his  Nico- 
macheia,  by  colledling  together  examples 
of  different  Polities  ; fo  that  the  firft  part 
of  his  books  de  Republica  contains  a great 
deal  of  valuable  antient  hiftory  : And,  had 
he  lived  to  finifli  the  work,  I am  perfua- 
ded,  we  (hould  have  had  from  him  a fyf- 
tem  of  Polity  as  valuable  as  his  fyftem  of 
Morals.  From  what  we  have  of  it,  we 
are  fure  that  it  would  not  have  been  ro- 
mantic and  vifionary  like  that  of  Plato,  be- 
ing formed,  not  merely  from  notions  of 
his  own,  but  from  the  pradice  and  expe- 
rience of  other  flates,  which  Plato  does  not 
appear  to  have  attended  to. 

That  Ariftotle  might  leave  nothing  con- 
cerning human  life  unexamined,  wc  have 
VoL.  V.  3 A 
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from  him  two  books  on  Oeconomy.  The 
fate  of  thefe  books  is  fingular  enough  ; 
they  were  tranflated  into  Latin  by  an  Ita- 
lian of  the  name  of  Aretine  ; but  the  ori- 
ginal'was  loft  after  it  was  tranflated,  which 
has  happened,  if  I am  not  miftaken,  to  o- 
ther  Greek  books.  But  what  was  very 
fingular  in  this  cafe,  the  tranflation  of  A- 
retine  was  re- tranflated  by  one  Tu/camis^ 
likewife  an  Italian,  as  I fuppofe,  into  Greek, 
and  very  good  Greek,  as  good  as  the  Greek 
ef  Strozza,  who  has  given  us  a fupplement 
in  that  language  to  Ariftotle’s  books  of  Po- 
lity * ; — fo  well  W48  the  Greek  language  not 
only  underftood,  but  written,  at  that  time 
in  Italy.  In  Rome,  they  fay,  it  was  fpo- 
ken  even  by  the  ladles,  fo  much  it  was  then 
in  fafliion.  This  tranflation,  Tufcanus  fays, 
he  made,  that  fo  valuable  a work  might  not 
be  loft  to  Greece.  Of  this  he  informs  us  in 
the  advertifement  which  he  has  prefixed  to 
his  tranflation. — And  thus  much  for  the 
Moral  and  Political  works  of  Ariftotle. 

I come  now  to  fpeak  of  Ariftotle’s  Na- 
tural Philofophy,  in  which  it  is  commonly 

* See  what  I have  faicl  of  this  work  of  Strozza,  in 
the  preface  to  the  3d  vol.  of  Ant.  Metaphyf.  p. 
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thought  that  we  modernB-excel  him  out  of 
all  degree  of  comparifon.  But,  for  my 
part,  I am  fo  dull,  that  1 cannot  find  in  a- 
ny  modern  book  upon  the  fubjedi  of  Na- 
ture any  thing  that  I call  Philofophy.  I find, 
indeed,  a great  colle£lion  of  fa£ks  of  Natu- 
ral Hiftory  ; — more,  certainly,  than  were 
known  to  Ariftotle  or  any  antient  philofo- 
pher;  which  is  the  neceflary  confequence  of 
the  world  being  fo  much  older,  and  of  fo 
much  more  being  dlfcovered,  both  of  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  than  was  known  two 
thoufand  years  ago.  I find  alfo  a great  deal  of 
geometry  and  mechanics,  meafuring,  com- 
puting,‘and  calculating.  But  that  is  not  what 
I call  philofophy,  which,  according  to  my 
fenfe  of  the  word,  is  the  fcience  of  the  caufes 
and  principles  of  things ; for  the  explanation 
of  which,  it  defines,  divides,  and  fubdivides, 
performing  what  Cicero  calls  Rem  Univer- 
fam  tribuere  in  partes^  latentem  expUcafc 
dejiniendo.  Now,  I cannot  fo  much  as  learn 
from  our  books  of  Natural  Philofophy 
what  Nature  is,  which  1 fliould  never  have 
known  if  I had  not  ftudied  Ariftotle  : Nor 
fhould  I,  without  him,  have  been  able  to 
make  the  diftindtion  betwixt  Gcd  and  Na- 
ture j fo  that  I could  not  have  underftood 
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thefe  words  which  are  in  every  body’s 
mouth ; neither  ihould  I have  known  how 
to  diftlnguifh  Nature  from  Man  *.  It  is 
by  Ariftotle  that  I have  been  taught  the 
difference  betwixt  things  divine  and  fub- 
1 unary  things  : — That  thefe  are  conftantly 
changing,  but  not  without  rule  or  certain 
determination  ; for  the  change  is  always 
from  one  certain  Rate  to  another : — That 
things  exift  both  in  capacity  and  adiuality  ; 
and  that  the  progrels  from  the  one  to  the 
other,  is  what  vve  call  »ro/zo«,  which,  there- 
fore, is  fomething  more  than  capacity  and  .. 
lefs  \\\2Ln  afhiality On  the  other  hand, 
things  divine  are  eternal  and  unchangeable, 
and  all  the  produdlions  of  the  firft  Caufe 
are  from  all  eternity  as  well  as  their  Au- 
thor ; whereas  on  this  earth  the  caufes 


• Vol.  2.  of  Ant.  Metaphyf.  p.  360.  in  the  note. 

t See  what  I have  fald  upon  the  fubjeA  of  Motion 
in  vol.  I.  of  Ant.  Metaphyf.  cap.  3.  where  I have 
Ihown  that  Ariftotle’s  definition  is  taken  from  a moft 
comprehenfive  view  of  the  nature  of  things,  and  far 
from  deferving  the  cenfure  of  Mr  Locke,  who  calls  it 
an  (xquifiu  piece  of  jargon^  knowing  no  more  of  it  than 
what  is  to  be  learned  from  a barbarous  Latin  tranilation. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Ch.  III.  Progress  of  Language.  373 

producing  are  always -prior  in  order  of 
time.  And  here  again  we  have  explained 
to  us  a fundamental  dodrine  of  Chriftian- 
ity,  '^that  the  Son  was  begotten  from  all  e- 
ternity  of  the  Father  ; — a dodrine  not  to 
be  conceived,  and  confequently  not  to  be 
believed,  by  a man  who  has  not  raifed  his 
thoughts,  by  the  afliftanQe  of  antient  philo- 
fophy,  from  generation  and  produdion  of 
beings  temporary  here  on  earth,  to  the  prb- 
dudion  of  caufes  divine  and  eternal.  Such 
a produdion  cannot  be  conceived  in  things 
corporeal,  which  are  in  a conftant  viciffi- 
tude  of  generation  and  corruption,  and 
therefore  have  no  permanent  exiftence. 
But  in  things  intelledual,  fuch  as  the  The- 
orems of  fciencc,  it  is  eafily  conceived  ; for 
there  what  proceeds  from  the  caufe  is  coe- 
val with  the  caufe,  and  both  are  eternal. 
Thus  the  corrollary  of  any  propofition, 
though  derived  from  the  propofition  as  it§ 
caufe,  is  as  much  an  eternal  truth  as  the 
propofition.  Lajily^  From  Ariftotle  we 
learn,  that,  as  Nature  does  nothing  in  vain, 
fo  (he  leaves  nothing  undone  that  is  proper 
to  be  done.  Thus  we  are  taught  to  look 
for  the  final  caufes  of  every  thing,  which 
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are  rejedted  by  our  modern  Naturalifts  as 
improper  to  be  inquired  into,  but,  without 
the  knowledge  of  which,  we  cannot  have 
that  idea  we  ought  to  have  of  the  wifdom 
and  goodnefs  of  God  ; which  to  know,  is 
the  cHief  end  of  philofophy. 

And  not  only  have  we  no  philofophy  of 
Nature,  but,  as  often  as  we  have  attempt- 
ed to  philofophife  upon  the  fubjedl,  we 
have  fallen  into  grofs  errors,  tending  di- 
redly  to  Materialifm  and  Atheifm.  This, 
1 think,  I have  fhown  to  be  the  cafe  of  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton’s  philofophy  (not  to  men- 
tion any  other)  concerning  motion^  the 
grand  agent  in  all  the  operations  of  Na- 
ture, and  which  if  we  fuppofe  to  go  on 
without  mind,"  by  a vis  inftta^  or  power 
eflential  to  mattery  there  is  an  end  of 
Theifm  *. 

Thus,  therefore,  it  appears  that  we  have 
no  philofophy  of  Nature  ; fo  that,  if  we 

• See  a diflertation  on  the  Newtonian  Philofophy, 
annexed  to  vol.  i . of  Ant.  Metaphyf. ; alfo  the  five 
laft  chapters  of  vol.  2.  of  that  work,  and  the  iirft  ap^ 
pendix  to  vol.  3. 
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have  a mind  to  be  natural  philofophers, 
we  muft  ftudy  Ariftotle’s  eight  books  of 
axpoavgis  (pucrntaj,  or,  as  they  are  called  in 
hatin^  au/cultationes  phyjicae,  in  which  all 
the  general  principles  of  phyfics  are  laid 
down  and  all  the  proper  definitions  and 
divifions  are  given.  We  learn  there  what 
body  is,  which  is  the  fubjed  of  natural  phi- 
lofophy  ; that  it  conlifts  of  matter  and 
form^  matter  being  that  which  is  not  ap- 
prehended by  the  fenfe,  as  body  is,  but  in- 
to which  all  bodies  are  ultimately  refolva- 
ble,  not  into  the  four  elements  only,  be- 
yond which  our  philofophy  does  not  go. 
He  has  alfo  informed  us  in  ihefe  books 
what  motion  is,  the  grand  agent  in  all  na- 
tural operations,-  and  without  the  know- 
ledge of  which  no  man  can  be  faid  to  be  a 
natural  philofopher.  And  yet  it  is  furpri- 
fing,  that,  in  the  many  volumes  that  have 
been  writteti  in  modern  times,  there  is  mot 
fo  much  as  a definition  given  of  motion : 
And  all,  that  our  philofophersat  prefent  feem 
to  know  of  it,  is,  that  it  is  change  of  place. 
But  this  is  only  telling  us  the  cfTed  of  mo- 
tion, not  what  Motion  is,  which  produces 
Jhat  effed  ; and.befides  it  is  only  the  ef- 
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fe£t  of  one  kind  of  Motion.  This  appears 
to  me  the  more  furprifing,  that  the  only 
thing,  we  have  like  fcience  in  our  natural 
philofophy,  is  meafuring  and  computing 
Motion,  and  demonftrating  the  laws  by 
which  it  is  carried  on.  Now  it  muft  ap- 
pear very  ftrange  that  we  ftiould  not  know 
what  this  fubjeit  of  fo  much  fcience  is.  In 
thefe  books,  too,  Ariftotle  examines  feve- 
ral  curious  queftions,  as.  Whether  Motion 
be  eternal?  or,  in  other  words.  Whether 
the  material  world  is  not  the  eternal  pro- 
duction of  an  eternal  caufe;  alfo.  Whether 
there  be  not  of  neceflity  a firft  mover  ? 
What  time  is  ? Whether  there  be  fuch  a 
thing  as  a •vacuum  ? and  feveral  other  que- 
ftions of  great  importance  and  curiofity : 
And  his  Phyfics  conclude  with  fome  ob- 
fervations*  upon  the  nature  of  the  firft 
Mover,  which  are  a pioper  conclufion  of 
his  Phyfics,  and  likewife  a proper  tran- 
fition  to  his  Metaphyfics,  which  in  the  or- 
der of  teaching  follow  his  Phyfics,  and 
from  thence  have  their  name. 

All  thefe  are  queftions  which  cannot  be 
determined  by  faCts  or, experiments,  by 
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computation  and  calculation,  which  make 
the  whole  of  our  prefent  philofophy  of  na- 
ture ; and  yet,  I think,  no  man  will  deny, 
that  they  are  neceflary  to  be  known  by  e- 
very  man  who  pretends  to  be  a natural 
philofopher. 

As  to  fads  of  Natural  Hiftory',  neither 
are  thefe  wanting  in  Ariftotle  5 for,  befides 
the  fads  mentioned  in  different  parts  of 
his  works  upon  Nature,  which  are  by  far 
the  greater  part  of  his  writings,  there  is  a 
great  work  of  his  entirely  upon  the  fubjed 
of  natural  hiftory  ; I mean  his  hiftory  of 
Animals,  which,  I think,  is  the  moft  valu- 
able part  of  natural  hiftory,  far  more  valu- 
able than  the  hiftory  of  minerals  or  vege- 
tables, and  tending  more  than  any  thing 
here  on  earth,  to  fhow  the  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  of  God,  in  direding  animals,  of 
fo  many  different  fpecies,  by  that  principle 
in  them  we  call  inftind,  to  do  unerringly 
what  lends  to  the  prefervation  of  the  indi- 
vidual and  the  continuation  of  the  fpecies. 
This  hiftory  he  was  enabled  by  his  pupil, 
Alexander,  to  make  very  compleatj  and  I 

VoL.  V.  3.  B 
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doubt  whether  we  have  yet,  with  all  our’ 
boafted  difcoveries,  any  thing  of  the  kind 
more  compleat ; and  I am  fure  we  have  no- 
thing of  the  kind  better  arranged  and  di- 
gefted.  But  he  has  not,  like  the  moderns, 
confounded  the  hiftory  of  Nature  with  the 
philofophy  of  Nature,  but  treated  of  them 
in  different  works; — of  the  Hiftory,  in  the 
work  juft  mentioned,  and  of  the  Philofo- 
phy, in  his  axpoAGUi  (pua-txai,  where  we  have 
only  fads  mentioned  that  were  neceflary 
for  the  argument.  I think,  therefore,  that 
the  fchoolinen  were  not  miftaken,  when 
they  faid,  that,  in  natural  philofophy,  Ari- 
^ftotle  was  S'aifjLorios,  that  \%^  fomething  more 
than  man.  Plato,  they  faid,  was  G«/os,  or 
divine,  on  account,  no  doubt,  of  the  The- 
ology which  he  brought  from  Egypt  with 
him,  and  which,  as  it  contains  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Trinity,  is  the  reafon  why  St 
Auguftine  fays,  as  I have  obferved,  p.  345. 
that  his  philofophy  is  very  little  different 
from  the  Chriftian  Theology,  and  why  Cel- 
fus,  the  antagonift  of  Origen,  maintains  that 
JefusChrift  muft  have  read  the  works  of  Pla- 
to’*^. And  the  dodrine  of  Ideas,  which,  I am 

* St  Aiiguft.  tom.  i.  p.  748.  ct  750,;  tom.  2. 
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perfuaded,  came  from  the  fame  country,  and 
appears  to  have  been  the  do^lrine  all'o  of  the 
Pythagoreans,  I hold  to  be  alio  a part  of  the  , 
Theology  of  Plato,  and  very  much  connect- 
ed with  the  do£trlne  of  the  Trinity,  as,  I 
think,  I lhall  be  able  to  fhow  in  the  pro- 
per place. 

I come  now  to  fpeak  of  the  laft  of  Ari- 
ftotle’s  philofophical  works,  that  with 
which  he  concludes  his  philofophy, — his 
Metaphyjics ; upon  which  1 lhall  be  very 
Ihort  here,  as  1 have  treated  of  them  fo 
fully  ip  no  lefs  than  three  volumes  in  quar- 
to. 


The  fcience  of  Metaphyfics  is  the  fcience 
of  Principles,  which  explains  and  demon- 
ftrates,  not  only  its  own  principles,  but  the 

p.  58.  et  337. ; tom.  3.  p.  36.  of  the  Benedifline  edi- 
tion ; and  Origen  conira  Celfum  lib.  6.  See  concern- 
ing the  Platonic  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  preface  to  the 
third  volume  of  Metaphyfics,  p.  2.  where  it  is  Ihown, 
that  it  was  not  only  the  belief  of  the  philofophers  of 
Egypt,  but  of  all  the  Greek  philofophers  of  later  times, 
and  pf  the  Stoics  in  more  antient  times,  as  appears 
from  a palTage  of  Seneca,  quoted  in  p.  339.  of  this 
volume,  where  I have  fliown  that  it  is  at  this  day  a 
ilofhine  of  the  Bramins  in  India. 


38o 


The  Origin  and  Book  II. 


piinciples  of  all  other  fclences.  It  is  there- 
fore very  properly  called  the  jirfi  philofo- 
phy,  and  is  dignified  by  Ariftotle  with  the 
name  of  jo(p/a;  whereas  to  the  other  bran- 
ches of  philofophy  he  gives  only  the  com- 
mon name  of  Philofophy. 

Every  particular  fcience  has  certain 
bounds  and  limits,  beyond  which  it  does 
not  go.  It  can  demonftrate  every  thing 
belonging  to  the  fcience  from  the  principles 
of  the  fcience  itfelf : But  to  demonftrate  thefe 
principles  would  be  to  go  out  of  the  fcience ; 
and  all  fciences  by  that  means  would  be 
run  up  to  a fcience  more  general  and  per- 
fedlly  different  from  the  particular  fcience. 
It  was  therefore  very  proper  that  a fcience 
fliould  be  fet  apart  for  demonftrating  the 
principles  of  all  fciences;  and  that  fcience 
is  Mctaphyfics,  which,  therefore,  may  be 
called  (he  fcience  of  fciences. 

The  ftrongeft  example  of  this,  geome- 
try affords ; which  I infift  the  more  upon, 
that,  I think,  it  is  the  only  thing  deferving 
the  name  of  fcience  now  left  among  us  fince 
we  have  loft  the  antient  philofophy.  We 
have,  of  the  elements  of  geometry,  an  ex-^ 
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ccllent  fyftem  by  an  ancient  geometer,  Eu- 
clid. In  thefe  elements  we  fhould  expeft 
to  find  the  very  firft  principles  of  the  fcience ; 
but  fo  far  from  that,  we  do  not  fo  much 
as  learn  from  Euclid  what  the  fubje<3:  of 
Geometry  is;  for  he  has  not  told  us  that  it 
is  magnitude^  neither  has  he  let  us  know 
what  the  higher is,  viz.  quantity;  So 
that  for  any  thing  we  learn  from  him,  we 
are  not  able  to  diftinguifli  the  fubjedl  of 
geometry,  which  is  quantity  continuous,  or 
magnitude  from  the  _ fubjedt  of  Number, 
which  is  quantity  defcrete\  and,  confequent- 
ly,  we  are  not  able  to  diftinguilh  accurate- 
ly and  fcientifically  from  one  another 
the  two  fciences  of  geometry  and  arith- 
metic, of  both  which  Euclid  has  treated. 
Even  where  he  has  defined  things,  his  defi- 
nitions are  not  intelligible  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  firft  philofophy  ; fuch 
are  his  definitions  of  a Point,  a Line,  and 
a Superficies : And  fome  things  he  has  not 
at  all  defined,  though  he  fpeaks  of  them 
fo  much,  fuch  as  Length,  .Breadth,  and 
Depth.  All  this  I have  explained  at  more 
length  in  the  firft  volume  of  Antient  Me- 
taphyfics,  book  5.  chap.  8.  to  which  I re- 
fer, Nor  do  I blame  Euclid  for  not  ex- 
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plaining  ihefe  things  philofophically,  but  , 
referring  us  to  common  fenfe  and  obferva- 
* tion.  On  the  contrary,  I praife  him  for 
not  running  his  fcience  up  to  Metaphyfics, 
and  fo  confounding  it  with  another  fcience 
quite  different. 

The  fame  is  the  cafe  of  the  firft  fcience 
which  Ariftotle  treats  of,  and  which  may 
be  faid  to  be  the  foundation  of  all  fcience, 
namely.  Logic,  or  the  Science  of  what 
fcience  and  demonftration  is.  That  there 
can  be  no  demonftration  or  fcience  of  any 
kind  without  definition,  every  man,  who 
has  learned  any  fcience,  though  it  be  no- 
thing more  than  the  elements  of  geome- 
try, muft  know.  Now  it  is  certain,  that 
there  can  be  no  compleat  definition,  un- 
lefs  we  can  go  up  to  the  higheft  genus, 
that  is,  to  the  Category.  As  in  the  exam- 
ple 1 have  given  from  geometry,  though  I 
know  that  the  fubjedt  of  geometry  is  mag- 
nitude, unlefs  I can  afeend  to  the  category 
of  quantity,  and  can  difeover  that  magnitude 
is  a fpecies  of  quantity,  I cannot  perfedly 
know  what  magnitude  is.  The  fame  is 
the  cafe  of  the  definition  of  Man ; if  I know 
only  that  he  is  an  animal,  and  cannot  af- 
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cend  from  animal  to  the  category  of  fuh~ 
fiance^  I do  not  know  perfectly  what  Man 
is.  But  thefe  higher  genera  are  not  the 
fubjedl  of  any  particular  fcience  ; and 
therefore  Ariftotle,  though  he  has  thought 
it  a neceflary  preliminary  to  his  Logic,  in 
which  he  was  to  treat  of  Demonftration,  to 
give  a fhort  account  of  the  Catagories,  he 
has  thought  proper  to  explain  them  more 
fully  in  his  Metaphyfics. 

The  fame  is  the  cafe  of  Natural  Philo- 
fophy.  Body  is  the  fubjedb  of  natural  phi- 
lofophy.  But  the  natural  philofopher  does 
not  think  it  necelTary  to  explain  to  us  what 
body  is,  any  more  than  Euclid  thinks  it  ne- 
ceflary to  tell  us  what  the  fubje<fi  of  geo- 
metry is,  viz.  magnitude.  Both  the  phi- 
lofopher and  geometer  refer  us  to  com- 
mon fenfe  and  obfervation  for  the  know- 
ledge of  fuch  things.  The  natural  philo- 
fopher indeed  tells  us,  that  all  bodies  are 
compofed  of  matter  and  form,  which  are 
therefore  the  elements  of  that  fcience.  But 
we  are  not  much  the  wifer  for  that,  unlefs 
he  had  informed  us  what  matter  and  what 
form  was  ; but  for  this  we  are  referred  to 
the  firft  philofophy,  which,  as  it  follows. 
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in  Arlftotle’s  order  of  teaching,  immediate- 
ly after  Phyfics,  is  called  Metaphyfics,  and 
• is  very  properly  placed  after  all  the  fciences 
of  which  Ariftotle  treats,  and  made  the 
conclufion  of  his  whole  philofophy. 

Of  Metaphyfics  Theology  is  a part,  and 
the  fublimeft  part,  being  the  fummit  of  all 
philofophy,  which  exalts  us  above  all  things 
on  this  earth  and  all  things  vifible,  and 
brings  us  as  near,  as  we  can  come  in  this 
ftate  of  our  exiftence,  to  that  Being  who  is 
above  all  Beings,  and  even  Being  itfelf  *,  and 
of  whom  we  can  have  no  conception  but  by 
his  attributes  of  all— wife  and  all-powerful^ 
and  particularly  all-good,  by  which  epi- 
thet Plato  defigns  him,  calling  him  the 


TO  aya^ov,  or  the  Good.  From  him  have  t 

proceeded  all  things  that  exift,  and  from  all  i 

eternity;  for  with  him  there  is  no  order  ? 

of  time,  or  firft  and  laft  ; but  there  is  an  li 

•order  of  dignity  and  preference,  which 
muft  be  according  to  the  nature  of  things, 
unlefs  we  could  fuppofe  all  things  to  pro-  j 

ceed  from  the  Divinity,  indifcriminately  il 

I' 

i 


* This  is  the  meaning  of  ‘u»s{«ir5-n5,  the  epithet 
which  Plato  gives  to  the  Supreme  Being. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Ch.  III.  Progress  of  Language.  385 

and  promifcuoufly,  without  rank  or  fub- 
ordination.  There  i&  therefore  a regular 
proceffion  from  the  Supreme  Deity ; jirjiy 
of  Intelligence,  by  whicft  all  things  are 
made,  and  without  which,  as  our  Scripture 
tells  us,  nothing,  that  is  made,  was  made  ; 
nexty  Of  the  Spirit  of  Life  and  Animation, 
without  which  Creation  would  have  been 
altogether  an  inanimate  mafs. — From  thefe 
two  principles  proceed  all  the  Intelligence^ 
and  all  the  life  and  action  in  the  univerfe. 

This  is  the  Theology  of  Plato,  fo  con- 
formable, as  I have  obferved,  to  the  Chri- 
ftian  Theology.  That  Plato  learned  it  irl 
Egypt,  I have  little  doubt ; but,  whether 
it  was  revealed  there,  as  it  certainly  was 
to  the  Apoftles,  or  whether  the  priefts  did 
not  difcover  it  as  a truth  of  philofophy, 
which  I think  it  is,  it  would  be  improper 
here  to  inquire. 

But,  though  the  Theology  of  Ariftotle 
be  not  fo  fublime  or  fo  comprehenfive  as 
that  of  Plato,  yet,  as  far  as  it  goes,  it  is  a 
pure  fyftem  of  Theifm  ; for  he  has  demon- 
VoL.  V.  3 G 
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ftrated,  that  there  muft  be  a firft  mover^ 
who  is  the  Author , of  ynot  'ton^  by  which 
all  the  bufmefs  of  Nature  and  the  material 
world  is  carried  on.  This  Being  is  eternal, 
immaterial,  indivifible,  immoveable  him- 
felf,  though  the  caufe  of  all  the  motion  in 
the  univerfe  ; 

Stabilift^ue  manens,  dat  cunAa  mover!, 

as  Boethius,  I>e  Confolatione  Philofophica^ 
has  well  exprefled  it.  He  proves  alfo  that 
this  Being  is  one,  and  not  many  ; fo  that 
we  have  in  Ariftotle  that  moft  important 
article  of  our  faith  eftablilhed,  that  there 
is  but  one  God.  This  Being  he  defcribes  as 
mofUperfeftly  happy  in  himfelf,  and  per- 
petually fo,  without  change,  or  fliadow  of 
change  j for  he  is  pure  intelligence,  ener- 
gizing upon  objeds  of  intelligence,  which 
are  all  within  himfelf ; Whereas  the  ob- 
jecfts  upon  which  our  intelligence,  and 
that  of  inferior  minds,  operate,  are  all  from 
without,  and  brought  into  the  human  mind 
hy  a tedious  and  dilEcult  procefs,  well 
known  to  thofe  who  have  ftudied  the  phi- 
lofoph'y  of  the  human  mind  *.  In  Ihorf, 

* See  AriJIot.  Metaph,  lib,  14.  cap.  7.}  and  the 
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according  to  Ariftotle,  the  happinefs  of  the 
Supreme  Being  confifts  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  that  intelledfual  world  which  is 
within  himfelf.  And  what,  according  to 
this  philofophy,  makes  man  the  happieft, 
and  brings  him  the  neareft,  that  is  poffible 
in  this  life,  to  the  Deity,  is  a life  of  theory 
and  contemplation,  by  which  he  enjoys  as 
much  of  the  contemplation  of  that  intel- 
le£lual  world  as  his  faculties  can  attain  to 
in  this  life  ; and  when  in  another  life  his 
faculties  are  enlarged,  fo  as  to  be  able  to 
comprehend  more  of  that  world,  then  he 
is  faid  to  enjoy  the  beatific  vifion  *. 


Nicotnacheia,  lib.  lo.  cap.  8.  Sec  alfo  the  laft  chapters 
of  his  Ph^tcs, 

* Ariftotle,  in  defcribing  this  contemplative  or 
theoretical  life,  as  he  calls  it,  makes  a diftimStion  be- 
twixt the  or  Intelligence,  the  Nctiret,  or  the fub- 
jeEl  upon  which  Intelligence  operates,  and  the  Ntit/rif, 
or  the  aHual  operation  or  energy  of  the  N«us  upon  thefe 
fubjelis.  (See  the  laft  chapter  of  his  Metaphyfics.) 
All  thefe  three  are  at  once  in  the  Divine  mind  ; for 
there  is  there  no  tvttfttt ; but  all  is  tt-f/ux.  And  the 
fubjefts  of  that  tufytix  are,  as  I have  faid,  all  within 
the  Divine  mind ; whereas  in  the  human  mind  they 
are  all  three  diftinft ; for,  in  the  lirft  place,  there  is 
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So  far,  therefore,  I think  the  Theology 
of  Ariftotle  is  irreprehenfible  ; but  it  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  deficient  in  feveral  capi- 
tal points  ; The  firft  is,  that  I do  not  find 
in  any  of  the  genuine  works  of  Ariftotle 
(for  I hold  the  tieatife  de  Mundo  not  lo  be 
his)  the  Providence  of  God,  extending 
both  over  the  natural  world  and  the  ac- 
tions of  men,  afterted : And  all,  I can  learn 


our  N«»f,  which  is  no  more  than  Intelligence  i»  Sioa- 
ftu,  or  potentially.  But  this  power  is  not,  nor  cannot 
be  in  our  prefent  Bate  always  aAually  exerted.  The 
N<ii|«f,  therefore,  which  is  the  energy  of  Nok,  wc  can- 
not always  enjoy  ; and  the  objefls  of  the  N»v*  we  have 
to  feek,  as  I have  obferved,  from  abroad ; and  when 
in  that  way  we  have  brought  them  into  our  minds, 
they  are  not  always  prefent  there ; and  fometimes  can- 
not be  brought  to  us  by  recolleftion,  being  loft  by  ob- 
livion. And  even  when  we  have  them  in  our  minds, 
wc  muft  compare  them  together  by  that  operation  of 
our  mind  which  is  called  Lixitia.,  without  which  ope- 
ration we  can  have  no  fcience  nor  knowledge  of  any 
value.  It  is  in  this  way,  and  by  fuch  diftinflions,  which 
to  many  of  my  readers  will,  I know,  appear  very  frivo- 
lous, that  Ariftotle  has  enabled  us  to  rife  as  much  as 
our  faculties  will  permit,  to  the  contemplation  of  the 
firft  Being,  and  to  diftinguilh  betwixt  his  Intelligence 
and  our  own,  and  confequently  betwixt  the  happineft: 
which  he  enjoys  and  that  which  the  greateft  philofo- 
pher,  and  moft  perfeft  man  among  us,  can  enjoy. 


t 
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concerning  the  Supreme  Being,  from  Arl- 
llotle,  is,  that  he  has  fet  this  machine  of 
the  Univerfi  a-going,  and  continues  to 
move  it ; for  I do  not  underftand  that  he 
maintains,  as  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  does,  that 
body  once  fet  in  motion  goes  on  of  itfelf 
by  a vis  inftta.  But  I cannot  find  in  Ari- 
ftotle  that  he  does  any  thing  elfe  befidea 
moving  the  firft  fphere,  or  fphere  of  the 
fixed  ftars,  upon  which  all  the  other  move- 
ments in  the  material  world,  according  to 
Ariftotle,  depend.  The  God,  therefore, 
of  Ariftotle,  as  he  has  defcribed  him  in  the 
8th  chapter  of  the  loth  book  of  the  Nico^ 
macheia,  is  little  better  than  a theoretic  phi- 
lofopher  of  the  moft  exalted  kind  : For  he 
has  there  faid,  towards  the  end  of  the  chap- 
ter, in  exprefs  words,  that  the  Deity  does 
not  at  all  adl  or  operate,  fo  that  his  whole 
life  confifts  of  Theory  and  Contempla- 
tion And  there  is  a paffage  in  his  Me- 


* After  enumerating  the  fevcral  aftive  virtues  of 
men,  fuch  as  Juftice,  Bravery,  and  Temperance,  and 
Blowing  that  it  is  impoflible  that  God  can  praftife  any 
pf  thefc,  and  yet  that  he  docs  not  Beep  like  Endyme- 
on,  he  adds : t»  St  ‘in  Si 
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taphyfics,  lib.  14.  cap.  7.  where  he  makes 
the  only  difference  betwixt  the  Supreme 
Being  and  fuch  a Philofopher^o  be,  that 
the  .Deity  always  enjoys  fuch  a con- 
templative life  ; whereas  the  Philofopher 
can  only  enjoy  it  at  times.  He  adds,  in- 
deed, further  in  the  fame  chapter,  that  his 
enjoyment  of  this  contemplative  life  is  not 
only  more  conftant  than  ours,  but  greater ; 
becaufe,  no  doubt,  the  fubjeds  of  his  con- 
templation are  much  higher.  The  God, 
therefore,  of  Ariftotle,  if  we  except  the 
bufmefs  of  moving,  may  be  confidered  as 
an  Epicurean  God,  who  is  wrapt  up  in 
the  enjoyment  of  himfelf,  without  taking 
any  concern  about  human  affairs  ; for  fo 
Lucretius  has  defcribed  the  nature  of  the 
Deity : 

' Ipfa  fuis  pollens  opibus,  nihil  indiga  noAri. 

And  again, 

Scmota  a rebus  noAris,  fejun(Aaque  longe. 

rtu  voitif,  ri  Atisrirati  vM”  fia^tsct,  ‘n  rtit 

(5>f«v  trijyftx,  ft-KKmftcTtiTi  xt  iii). 

I 

I 

I 

\ 

j 
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If  Ariftotle  had  fuppofed,  that  from  the  ♦ 
firft  Being  there  had  proceeded  other  Bci 
ings,  who  had  the  care  of  the  natural  and 
moral  world,  I Ihould  have  thought  his 
Theifm  in  this  refpedl,  as  well  as  in  others, 
an  excellent  fyftem.  But  I cannot  difco- 
ver  in  his  writings,  that  he  thought  there 
was  any  other  intelligence  in  the  univerfe, 
except  the  Supreme  Intelligence,  our  In- 
telligence, and  thofe  Intelligences,  which 
he  fuppofes  animate  the  Geleftial  Bodies, 
but  which  do  not  appear,  from  any  thing 
he  fays,  to  take  any  concern  in  the  af- 
fairs of  men,  nor  indeed  in  the  material 
, world,  farther  than  to  communicate  Mo- 
tion to  it.  And,  in  the  end  of  the  8th 
chapter  of  the  14th  book  of  Metaphyfics, 
he  fays  very  plainly,  more  plainly  than  I 
Ihould  have  fuppofed,  that  all  the  popular 
Gods,  who,  appearing  in  different  fhapes, 
were  fuppofed  to  fuperintend  the  opera- 
tions of  Nature  and  the  affairs  of  men, 
were  no  better  than  mere.fidions  invent- 
ed for  political  purpofes  *,  and  that  all 

• This  makes  me  not  wonder,  that  it  was  intended 
to  iudift  him  for  impiety  j which  made  him  leave  A- 
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that  has  come  down  to  ns  from  antient 
times  upon  this  fubjc£t  is,  that  the  firft 
Subftances,  by  which  he  means  the  Su- 
preme Being  and  the  Minds  inhabiting  the 
Bars,  are  Gods.  But  thcfe  later  bd^ions 
of  Deities  he  feems  to  think  not  even 
ufeful  for  the  purpofe  intended  by  them  } 
and  accordingly  in  his  books  of  Polity 
he  has  faid  very  little  of  religion,  only 
mentioning  it  twice,  as  I remember,  but 
without  faying  any  thing  more  of  it  than 
that  there  fhould  be  priefts  in  a Bate,  dnd 
that  a tyrant,  in  order  to  preferve  his  au- 
thority, ought  to  appear  to  be  religious. 
How  different  in  this  rcfped  the  Polity  of 


thens,  and  retire  to  Chalets,  bccaufe  he  faid  he  would 
not  give  an  opportunity  to  the  Athenians  of  finning 
twice  againft  philofophy,  referring  to  their  condemna- 
tion of  Socrates.  But  Socrates  never  profeflid  to  dif- 
believe  the  popular  religion : He,  on  the  contrary, 
praflifed  all  the  duties  of  it,  and  recommended  it  to  all 
his  followers  ; nor  do  I think  that  any  philofopher, 
whatever  his  private  opinion  may  be,  is  entitled  to  fay 
any  thing  againfi  the  religion  of  his  country,  and  par- 
ticularly againfl  that  fundamental  article  of  the  religion 
of  all  countries, — the  Providence  of  God  over  all  bis 
Irorks,  ud  particularly  the  actions  of  men. 
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Plato  is  from  that  of  Ariftotle,  is  needlefs 
to  obferve. 

Another  great  defed,  I find  in  the  The- 
ology of  Ariftotle,  is,  that,  though  he  ac- 
counts for  the  movements  of  the  material 
world,  he  gives  no  account  of  its  produc- 
tion. This  it  was  the  more  neceflary  he 
Ihould  have  done,  that  he  makes  the  ma- 
terial world, fuch  as  we  fee  it,  to  be  eternal; 
fo  that  according  to  his  philofophy,  it  is 
coetemal  with  the  firft  Being.  That  this 
may  be  confiftently  with  the  principles  of 
genuine  Theifm,  I think,  is  evident,  if  we 
fuppofe  that  the  material  world  has  an  ex- 
iftence  dependent  upon  the  firft  Caufc,  and 
is  a produ£tion  from  all  eternity  of  that 
caufe,  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  fay  that 
the  fecond  perfon  of  the  Trinity  is  a Pro- 
dudlion  of  the  firft  *.  But  Ariftotle  does 
not  fay  any  where,  as  far  as  I know,  that 
it  has  fuch  an  exiftence;  and  if  fo,  we  muft 
confider  the  Sovereign  Artift  to  be  like  a 


• See  what  more  I have  faid  of  this  kind  of  prO' 
duftion,  p.  384.  and  385.  ^ 
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human  artift,  who  is  the  author  of  the 
works  he  makes,  but  not  of  the  materials 
of  thefe  works,  which  are  furniflied  him 
by  Nature:  Whereas  genuine  Theology 
teaches  us,  that  all  things  are  originally  from 
God,  and  the  Matter  as  well  as  the  Form  of 
thisUniverfe;  fo  that  he  is  not  only  the  firft 
Mover,  but  in  every  refpedt  the  firft  Caufe  of 
all  things  in  the  Univerfe.  And  what  fur- 
prifes  me  very  much  is,  that  Ariftotle  not  on- 
ly does  not  derive  Body  from  this  firft  Caufe, 
but  not  even  Mind,  neither  the  Intellec- 
tual Mind,  nor  the  Animal,  nor  the  Vege- 
table, not  even  that  Mind,  which,  accor- 
ding to  his  philofophy,  animates  the  fub- 
ftances  commonly  called  inanimate,  and  is 
what  he  calls  Nature^  producing  all  the 
movements  of  thofe  bodies.  Now,  though 
there  may  be  diflBculty  in  conceiving  how 
from  an  incorporeal  fubftance  a corporeal 
ihould  be  produced ; yet  there  can  be  none, 
I think,  in  conceiving  the  emanation  or  pro- 
ceflion  of  one  mind  from  another ; a thing 
which,  I am  perfuaded,  happens  daily  in 
the  common  generation  of  animals. 

Another  great  defe<ft,  I obferve  in  the 
Theology  of  Ariftotle,  is,  that,  though  he 
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makes  God  the  firft  Mover,  and  confe- 
quently-the  Source  of  all  order  and  beau- 
ty in  the  Univerfe,  yet  he  gives  no  ac- 
count at  all,  how  it  is  poffible  to  conceive 
that  an  immaterial  Being  fhould  move 
Matter  or  Body  without  mixing  with  it. 
The  way  that  Body  moves  Body  is  by 
Pulfion,  Trufion,  or  Drawing.  Now  it  is 
impoflible  to  conceive  that  Mind  fliould 
move  Body  in  that  way,  nor  in  any  other 
way,  except  by  animating  it,  that  is>  mix- 
ing and  being  incorporated  with  it ; and 
accordingly  it  is  in  that  way  that  we  our- 
felves  and  all  other  animals  are  moved  by 
Mind.  Now,  if  the  material  world  is  to 
be  moved  by  the  Supreme  Being  in  that 
way,  he  mull  of  neceflity  mix  with  it,  and 
be  moved  along  with  it,  as  Ariftotle  con- 
fefles  that  our  Minds  are  moved  along  with 
our  Bodies  : Whereas  he  maintains  in  ex- 
prefs  terms,  that  the  Supreme  Being  is 
entirely  feparated  from  all  matter.  This 
is  a difficulty  of  which,  as  Simplicius  in- 
forms us  in  his  Commentary  on  the  Phy- 
fics,  p.  320.  Eudemus,  a Peripatetic  Philo- 
fopher  of  later  times,  who  is  very  often 
quoted  by  Simplicius  with  great  applaufe. 
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was  fenfible  j for  he  dates  it  very  dearly, 
but  gives  no  anfwer  to  it,  except  that  the 
firft  Caufe  moves,  not  as  Body  moves  Bo- 
dy, being  firft  moved  itfelf,  but  is  perfed- 
ly  at  reft.  But  this  is  no  more  than  re- 
peating the  doubt  and  difficulty  v?ithout 
folving  it ; for  the  queftion  recurs,  how 
it  is  poffible  to  conceive  Mind,  fupieme  or 
fubordinate,  moving  Body,  without  ani- 
mating it  and  being  moved  along  with  it. 
Now  Ariftotle  maintains,  that  the  Supreme 
Mind  is  not  only  immaterial,  but  immove- 
able and  unchangeable  in  every  refpc<i. 
The  only  folution,  therefore,  of  the  diffi- 
culty is,  that  the  Supreme  Mind  move* 
Bodies,  not  immediately,  but  by  the  in- 
tervention of  other  Minds,  fuch  as  the  A- 
nimal,  the  Vegetable,  and  that  which  I 
call  the  Elemental  Mindy  and  which  Ari- 
ftotle calls  Nature. 

The  laft  defed:  I obferve  in  Ariftotle’s 
Theology,  is,  that  he  makes  the  Supreme 
Being  to  move  only  the  grand  fphere  of 
the  fixed  ftars,  which,  according  to  Ari- 
ftotle’s philofophy,  was  the  boundary  of 
thp  Univerfe,  and  inclofed  every  thing 
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therein  contained.  Now  this  fphere,  ac- 
cording to  Ariftotle,  is  only  moved  imme- 
diately by  the  firll  Mover  ; and  all  the  o- 
ther  bodies  in  this  Univerfe,  and  particu- 
larly the  planets,  have  motion  communi- 
cated to  them  from  this  great  circle*  which 
by  its  conftant  rotation  moves  them.  Now, 
how  is  it  poffible  to  conceive  that  this  mo- 
tion Ihould  produce  all  the  other  motions 
of  Bodies  in  the  Univerfe,  fo  various  and 
different  from  one  another  ? And  particu- 
larly* how  can  he  from  thence  account 
for  the  motion  of  the  planets  in  different 
orbits  and  different  times. 

The  Theology  of  Plato  and  of  our  Sa- 
cred Books  is  liable  to  no  fuch  objedions. 
According  to  Plato,  the  Supreme  Being  is 
above  all  things,  even  Intelligence  and  Be- 
ing itfelf  j for  he  is  *v7repoua-ios,  as  he  cx- 
prefles  it ; and  we  can  conceive  nothing  of 
him,  but  that  he  is  fupremely  Good.  Plato 
is  therefore  very  far  from  degrading  him 
to  a mechanic,  by  employing  him  to  move 
any  Body,  even  that  which  Ariftotle  fup- 
pofes  to  inclofe  the  Univerfe.  But  from 
this  great  and  incomprehenfible  Being,  he 
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derives-  other  Beings  which  we  can  com- 
prehend, and  particularly  the  two  grand 
principles  ; Intelligence,  by  which  all 
things  are  made  and  arranged  in  the  way 
we  fee  them;  /econdly^  Life  or  Anima- 
tion, by  which  every  thing  in  Nature  is 
moved  : And  this  is  not  only  the  dodrinc 
of  Plato,  but  that  of  our  Sacred  Books. 
Thefe  two  great  principles  are  not  only 
immaterial,  but  entirely  feparated  from  all 
matter,  as  well  as  the  Supreme  Being  from 
whom  they  proceed.  But  from  them  are 
derived  all  the  feveral  Intelligences  in  the 
Univerfe,  and  all  thofe  various  minds 
which  give  animation  and  motion  to  the 
animals  and  vegetables,  and  to  all  fubftances 
of  every  kind  which  we  fee  in  motion, 
and  by  which  the  bufinefs  of  Nature  is 
carried  on. 

It  is,  I think,  the  more  furprifing,  that 
Ariftotle  (hould  not  have  adopted  this  phi- 
lofophy  of  his  matter  Plato,  as  he  every 
where,  in  his  Phyfics,  acknowledges  that 
there  is  a principle  of  life  and  animation 
not  only  in  animals  and  vegetables,  but  in 
all  natural  fubttances,  and  which  he  holds 
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to  be  fo  effential  to  the  conftitution  of  e- 
very  natural  body,  that  he  calls  it,  as  I have 
obferved*,  Nature  itfelf^  and  makes  it  to  be 
the  principle  of  the  motion  of  all  bodies 
here  below.  By  thefe  principles  in  the  feveral 
bodies,  guided  and  conduced  by  the  Su** 
preme  Deity^  (or  rather  by  the  two  Divine 
Beings  above  mentioned,  which  I confider 
as  a portion  of  the  Divinity,  being  of  the 
fame  nature  and  fubllance),  is  all  the  bu- 
finefs  of  Nature  carried  on  with  that  order 
and  regularity,  which  even  to  a common 
obferver  muft  appear  moft  wonderful.  This 
order  and  regularity,  by  which  every  thing 
is  conduced  in  the  beft  manner  poffible,  is 
every  where  acknowledged  by  Ariftotle, 
and  particularly  in  the  7th  and  9th  chap- 
ters of  his  Metaphyfics.  And  it  is  a maxim 
of  his,  that  Nature  does  nothing  in  vain, 
nor  omits  any  thing  that  is  neceflary  to 
be  done : And  he  fays,  that,  if  we  can 
difcover  what  is  neceflary  or  proper  to 
be  done  in  any  inftance,  we  are  fure  that 
Nature  has  done  it.  Ariftotle,  therefore, 
in  this,  as  well  as  in  other  refpe<fts,  is  a 
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genuine  Theift.  And  the  only  fault  we 
can  find  with  his  Theology,  with  regard 
to  the  natural  world,  is,  that  he  does 
not  fufficiently  explain  how  it  is  produ- 
ced ; and,  as  to  the  moral  world,  I think 
his  philofophy  is  alfo  defediive  in  this 
refped,  that  he  does  not  fuppofe  that 
the  affairs  of  men  are  fuperintended  by 
Intelligences  fuperior  to  man,  but  fubor- 
dinate  to  the  grand  principle  of  Intelli- 
gence, who  has  committed  to  them  the 
care  of  particular  nations,  and  even  fami- 
lies and  individuals,  and  which  therefore 
were  worlhipped  by  the  antients  as  Gods  j 
but  in  thefe  Gods,  it  is  evident,  from  the 
paflage  above  quoted,  that  Ariftotle  did 
not  believe.  And  yet,  if  the  Supreme  Be- 
ing be  fuch  a God  as  Ariftotle  has  defcri- 
bed  him  to  be,  wholly  employed  in  the 
contemplation  and  enjoyment  of  himfelf, 
it  is  evident  that  there  can  be  no  fuch  thing 
as  Providence  with  refped  to  the  moral 
world,  but  the  affairs  of  men  mu  ft  go  on 
without  any  fuperintendence  or  diredion 
of  fuperior  powers. 

Thefe  are  my  objedions  to  the  Theo- 
logy of  Ariftotle,  to  which  I Ihould  be 
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glad  to  fee  a good  anfwer  by  any  man 
more  learned  in  his  philofophy  than  I am, 
as  I have  the  higheft  opinion  of  him  as  a 
philofopher,  and  indeed  it  is  from  him 
chiefly  that  I have  learned  what  I know 
of  philofophy.  I have  read  a book  very 
rare,  and  known  to  very  few,  written  by 
one  who  calls  himfelf  Fortunius  Licetus, 
a Genoefe,  printed  in  the  year  1645,  en- 
titled, De  Piet  ate  Arijiotelis  erg  a Deum 
et  Homines,  But,  though  he  has  fatisfied 
me  perfedlly  as  to  many  objedions  made 
to  the  Piety  of  Ariftotle,  yet  he  has  not 
anfwered,  at  leaft  to  my  fatisfadion,  thofe 
I have  dated.  The  red  of  the  Metaphy- 
fics,  in  which  he  explains  the  principles  of 
all  things  and  of  all  fciences,  I approve  of 
extremely  ; and  I maintain  that  no  man 
can  perfedly  underdand  the  principles  of 
any  fcience  without  dudying  the  Meta- 
phyfics  of  Aridotle.  His  fydem  of  Logic 
is  the  greated  work  of  fcience  that  ever 
was  performed  by  one  man,  if  it  be  the 
work  of  one  man,  and  not  rather,  as  I think 
it  is,  the  work  of  a fucceflion  of  men  for 
many  ages  in  the  parent  country  of  fcience, 
VoL.  V.  ‘35 
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I mean  Egypt.  As  we  cannot,  without 
the  ftudy  of  the  Metaphyfics,  underftand 
^he  principles  of  any  one  fcience,  fo  we 
cannot  otherwife,  than  by  the  ftudy  of  his 
Logic,  know  even  what  fcience  is.  His 
fyftem  of  Morals  is  the  heft  in  theory,  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  moft  practicable  that 
ever  was  written,  and,  I think,  I may  ven- 
ture to  add,  that  ever  will  be  vyriiten.  In 
his  books  upon  Phyfics,  and  no  where  elfe, 
as  far  as  I know,  are  contained  the  gene- 
ral principles  of  natural  philofophy,  which 
is  there  made  a fcience  of,  but  not  in  any 
modern  books  upon  the  fubjeCt.  And,  as 
to  fads  of  natural  hiftory,  as  far  as  they 
were  known  in  his  time,  they  are  very 
fully  and  accurately  recorded,  particularly 
in  his  hiftory  of  animals.  His  writings, 
too,  upon  the  popular  arts  of  poetry  and 
rhetoric,  are  as  excellent  of  the  kind  as 

I f 

what  he  has  written  upon  philofophy.  For 
my  own  part,  I am  not  alhamed  to  ac- 
knowledge, that,  if  I had  not  read  the  Po- 
etics of  Ariftotle,  though  it  be  little  better 
than  a mutilated  fragment,  I Ihould  not 
have  known  what  poetry  was,  but  ftiould 
have  confounded  it,  as  moft  people  do,  with 
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verfification,  fplendid  didion,  and  fine  fen- 
timents:  And,  notwithftanding  all  that  has 
been  written  upon  Rhetoric,  both  in  antient 
and  modern  times,  I hefitate  not  to  pro- 
nounce that  Ariftotle’s  three  books  upon  the 
fubjeft  are  the  beft  fyftem'of  the  art  extant. 
Whatever  defedt,  therefore,  or  errors  there 
may  be  in  his  Theology,in  which  he  had  not 
an  opportunity  to  be  fo  well  informed  as 
Plato  was,  who,  by  his  travels  into  Egypt, 
or  by  fome  Pythagorean  books  that  may 
have  fallen  into  his  hands,  but  which  Ari- 
ftotle  never  faw,  did  certainly  learn  the 
Chriftian  Theology,  I think  we  may  eafily 
pardon,  in  confideration  of  the  very  great 
merit  of  the  reft  of  his  philofophy,  and  of 
his  writings  upon  the  Arts.  And  I am  per- 
fuaded  that  he  would  have  been  more  full 
and  accurate  in  his  Theology,  if  he  had 
not  fpent  16  much  time  and  thought  up- 
on his  difputations  with  Plato  concerning 
Ideas,  which  he  fays  Plato  made  the  prin- 
ciples of  Nature,  and  of  all  things  in  this  U- 
niverfe; — with  the  Pythagoreans  concern- 
ing Numbers,  which,  he  fays,  they  made 
the  principles  of  all  things; — and  with  Em- 
pedocles, who,  he  fays,  made  Friendfhip 
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and  Strife,  or  in  other  words,  contraries, 
the  caufes  of  all  things.  Ariftotle  is  accu- 
fcd  by  his  own  Commentators,  as  I have 
elfewhere  obferved*,  of  having  mifreprefen- 
ted  the  opinions  of  the  philofophers  before 
him,  in  order  that  he  might  have  the 
pleafure  of  refuting  them.  And,  indeed, 
however  much  I may  admire  him  in  other 
refpefts,  I cannot  praife  his  candour,  as 
there  is  clear  evidence  that  he  made  ufe  of 
a work  of  Archytas,  the  Pythagorean,  up- 
on the  Categories,  and  did  little  more  than 
tranflate  it  from  Doric  into  Attic,  without 
fo  much  as  ever  mentioning  his  name  in 
any  part  of  his  works,  as  far  as  I remem- 
ber. As  to  the  opinions  he  mentions  of 
Plato,  Pythagoras,  and  Empedocles,  con- 
cerning the  principles  of  things,  if  they 
were  truly  fuch  as  he  has  reprefented  them, 
they  were  not  worth  refuting;  for  to  make 
fuch  things  the  principles  and  firft  caufes 
of  all  things,  is  glaringly  abfurd.  Plato, 
no  doubt,  maintained  the  dodrine  of  Ideas, 
which,  he  faid,  were  incorporeal  fubftan- 
ces,  from  whence  he  derived  all  the  feve- 
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ral  corporeal  fubftances  upon  the  earth. 
But  he  certainly  believed  that  there  was  a 
higher  principle  in  Nature,  and  firft  Caufe, 
of  which  all  thefe  Ideas  were  a proceffion 
or  emanation,  as  the  feveral  individuals 
were  from  them.  Now  it  is  impoffible  to 
imagine  that  he  conceived  the  firft  Caufe, 
or  the  two  grand  •principles  which  he  de- 
rived from  that  Caufe,  to  be  mere  ideas. 
As  to  Pythagoras’s  doSrine  of  Numbers,  it 
is  well  known  that  he  fpoke  in  parables, 
as  our  Saviour  chofe  to  do,  or  fymhols^  as 
they  were  called,  which  were  underftood 
only  by  the  few  initiated  in  his  philofophy, 
but  by  the  many  were  thought  abfurd  and 
ridiculous.  Number,  however,  is  one  of 
. the  fymbols  that  I think  eafily  to  be  under- 
ftood by  thofe  who  have  ftudied  arithmetic 
as  a fcience,  the  firft  fcience  taught  in  Py- 
thagoras’s fchool,  and  who,  therefore,  muft 
have  known  the  power  of  Numbers.  Now 
it  is  impoffible  that  Pythagoras  could  be- 
lieve that  Numbers  were  the  efficient  caufe 
of  the  Univerfe  ; far  lefs  could  he  believe 
that  they  were  the  material.  But  they  are 
truly  the  formal  caufe,  as  they  are  of  every 
thing  that  is  framed  and  condufled  by 
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order  and  method  : And  I think  Horace 
very  properly  applies  Numbers  to  a vir- 
tuous and  regular  life,  where  he  fays, 

Et  verae  numerofque  modorque  edifccrc  vitae. 

And  they  may  be  faid  alfo  to  be  the  final 
caufe  of  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  Univerfe, 
as  it  was  no  doubt  the  intention  of  Deity, 
that  the  whole  of  the  fyftem  ftiould  be 
framed,  and  conduced  by  Number  and 
Meafure.  It  was  therefore  not  without 

reafon  that  the  Pythagoreans  faid, 

• 

and  that  they  ufed  Numbers  for  the  fym- 
bols  of  all  things  divine  ; as  they  are  the  I- 
deas  the  moft  abftradl  of  any  that  we  ufe, 
denoting  nothing  more  than  exiftence  and  , 
order ; fo  that  nothing  could  typify  more 
properly  the  xa  ovtws  ovra..  And  as  to 
the  opinion  of  Empedocles,  that  all  things 
were  compofed  of  contrary  qualities,  there 
is  nothing  more  certain  than  that  things 
are  compounded  in  that  way,  and  that  the 
wifdom  of  the  Contriver  of  this  wonder- 
ful fyftem  appears  in  nothing  more  than 
in  joining  together  oppofite  qualities  of 
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things,  fo  as  to  make  them  all  contribute 
to  that  wonderful  rerum  Concordia  difcors^ 
which  conftitutes  the  fyftem.  Nor  are  thefe 
oppofite  qualities  unfitly  exprefled  by  the 
words,  Love,  and  Averfion  or  Strife  ; for, 
befides  the  common  phenomenon  of  the 
loadftone  and  iron,  Chemiflry  exhibits  to 
us  many  bodies  which  approach  to  one 
another,  by  what  they  call  Eledive  At- 
tradlion,  and  others  that  repel  one  ano- 
ther. But  I cannot  fuppofe  that  he  belie- 
ved thofe  qualities  of  fubftances  to  be  the 
firft  caufes,  or  the  caufe  of  caufes,  as  Ari- 
ftotle  exprefles  it,  by  which  every  thing 
in  the  Univerfe  was  produced.  They  are 
caufes  to  be  fure  ; but  they  are  only  the 
formal  caufes,  not  the  efficient,  any  more 
than  many  other  formal  caufes  of  things. 

As  to  the  ftile  of  Ariflotle’s  didadic 
writings,  it  muft,  1 think,  be  evident  to  c- 
very  body,  that  it  would  have  been  impro- 
per, if  not  ridiculous,  to  have  put  into  dia- 
logue his  fyftems  of  Logic,  Morals,  Phy- 
fics,  and  Metaphyfics,  The  Polity  of  Pla- 
to and  his  Laws  were  not,  as  I have  obfer- 
yed,  proper  fubjeds  for  dialogue,  though 


Digitized  by  Google 


4o8  The  Origin  and  Book  IL 


he  has  given  to  each  of  them  a fable,  with- 
out which  dialogue  is  no  better  than  a ca- 
techifm.  Even  what  Ariftotle  has  written 
upon  the  popular  arts  of  Poetry  and  Rhe- 
toric is  better,  I think,  as  it  is,  in  the  plain  < 

didadicftile ; which,  in  my  opinion^  is  only 
proper  for  treating  fome  particular  points  of 
art  or  fcience,  but  not  for  a fyftem  of  either. 

But,  though  Ariftotle  has  not,  like  Pla- 
to, joined  the  poet  with  the  philofopher, 
yet  he  has  done  wHat,  I think,  anfwers  all  • | 

the  purpofe  of  teaching,  without  introdu-  ; 

cing  converfation,  and  fpeakers  of  different  i 

charaders  and  opinions  ; for  he  has  ftated  ( 

almoft  upon  every  fubjed  the  opinions  of  i 

the  philofophers  that  lived  before  him : i 

And  his  method  is,  as  he  profefles,  to  ftate  I 

what  others  have  faid  upon  the  feveral  fub-  j] 

jeds  before  him,  and  then  to  try  what  he  j 

can  do  better.  Thefe  opinions,  as  I have  1, 

faid,  he  is  fufpeded  not  to  have  ftated  fair-  \ 

ly.  But,  be  that  as  it  will,  he  refutes  them;  ^ 

then  he  delivers  his  own  opinion  ; and,  ^ 

laftly,  he  ftates  and  anfwers  the  objedions  jj 

p that  opinion.  j, 
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All  this'  he  does  in  a ftlle  very  different 
in  his  different  works.  What  he  has  writ- 
ten upon  Poetry  is  in  a ftile  very  plain  and 
clear,  except  where  the  text  is  defedlive 
or  corrupted,  which  it  is  in  fo  many  places^ 
that  I hold  it  to  be  little  better  than  a mu- 
tilated fragment*  The  three  books  upon 
Rhetoric  are  in  the  fame  ftile  ; and  they 
have  come  down  to  us  corredl  and  entire  : 
And  both  they  and  the  Poetics,  I think, 
are  perfedt  models  of  the  didadlic  ftile.  I 
fay  the  fame  of  his  treatifes  upon  Morals* 
and  of  his  books  upon  Polity.  His  books 
upon  Logic  are,  I think,  as  clear  as  they 
could  well  be  upon  a fubjedk  altogether 
new,  and  unknown  to  his  countrymen  j 
and  they  are  written  in  fuch  a ftile,  that, 
I am  perfuadcd,  he  intended  that  they 
ftiould  be  underftood  by  thofe  who  did  not 
attend  the  Lycaeum,  nor  had  not  heard 
his  ledlures.  But  his  books  of  Phyfics  and 
Metaphyfics  are  in  a ftile  perfedlly  diffe- 
rent ; and,  I think,  his  letter  to  his  pupil, 
Alexander,  in  which  he  fays  he  has  pu- 
blifhed,  and  not  publifhed  them,  (for,  fays 
he,  they  will  not  be  underftood,  except 
VoL.  V.  3 F 
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by  thofe  that  have  heard  my  ledlures), 
will  apply  equally  to  both,  though  Plu- 
tarch, in  his  life  of  Alexander,  applies  it 
only  to  the  Metaphyfics.  And,  indeed,  the 
ftile  is  fuch,  that,  if  there  had  not  come 
down  to  the  philofophers  of  the  Alexan- 
drine fchool,  who  have  laboured  fo  much, 
and  with  fuch  fuccefs  in  commenting  up- 
on thefe  writings,  fome  traditional  know-  . 
ledge  of  his  philofophy,  and,  befides  that, 
fome  books,  now  loft,  of  the  fucceflbrs  in 
his  fchool,  fuch  as  Theophraftus,  whofe 
book  upon  Phyfics  is  often  quoted  by  one 
of  thefe  Commentators,  Simplicius,  I do  > 
not  think  they  could  have  made  them  in- 
telligible to  us. 

The  words  he  ufes  are  all  the  common 
words  of  the  language,  except  terms  of 
art,  which  he  defines ; and  I cannot  recol- 
ledt  any  metaphorical  expreflion  he  ufes  in 
his  philofophical  writings,  unlefs,  perhaps, 
it  be  fome  metaphor  which  is  commonly  u- 
fed  in  the  language  in  place  of  the  proper- 
word.  The  compofition,  too,  is  altogether 
without  figure,  unlefs  we  will  give  that 
name  to  thofe  ellipfes  which  are  fo  com- 
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mon  in  the  Attick  dialed.  But  the  diffi- 
culty in  his  ftile  is  to  find  out  the  fenfe  ; 
for  it  all  confifts  of  propofitions,  which,  be- 
fides  being  obfcurely  expreffed,  are  not 
fyllogifed  fo  that  one  can  readily  form 
an  argument  from  them.  And  I obferve, 
that  the  great  bufinefs  of  his  commenta- 
tors, fuch  as  Simplicius  and  Philoponus,  is 
to  compleat  the  fyllogifms  which  he  has 
left  imperfed.  Thus,  in  the  very  begin- 
ning of  his  Phyfics,  Philoponus  has  obfer- 
ved  a fyllogifm,  which  is  not  only  impei- 
fed  by  the  want  of  the  minor  propofition, 
(a  thing  very  common  in  all  reafonings, 
being  what  they  call  an  enthymema),  but 
it  wants  alfo  the  conclufion,  in  place  of 
which  it  has  only  a propofition  followung 
•from  the  conclufion.  And  this  being  the 
cafe,  I dont  much  wonder,  that  a Theolo- 
gian, who  calls  hirafelf  Cornelius  a Lapidc^ 
quoted  by  an  author  I mentioned  before, 
Fortunius  Licetus,  calls  Arillotle  carnifex 
ingeniorum,  oh  affeSiatam  obfeuritatem.  And 
‘indeed  there  is  nothing  but  the  mod  di- 
ligent ftudy,  with  the  alfiftance  of  his 
commentators  of  the  Alexandiine  fchool, 
that  can  make  him  intelligible  even  to  men 
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of  the  beft  underftanding.  I do  not  there* 
fore  wonder,  that  men,  who  value  them- 
' felves  upon  being  good  Greek  and  Latin 
fcholars,  and,  having  read  foine  books  of 
modern  philofopby,  are  vain  enough  to 
thiiik  themfelves  philofophars,  fhould  not 
apply  to  the  ftudy  of  his  philofopby,  con* 
eluding  that  what  they  do  not  underftand 
is  unintelligible  nonfenfe. 

With  regard  to  the  ftile  of  his  commen- 
tators, as  the  intention  of  their  writings  is 
to  explain  what  is  obfeure  in  Ariftotle, 
their  ftile  ought  to  be  very  plain,  and,  I 
think,  it  is  fo,  unlefs  where  either  the  MS. 
is  faulty,  or  the  printed  edition,  which  is  the 
only  one  that  ever  was  publiOied  of  thofe 
commentators;  for,  fince  they  were  print- 
ed, there  has  not  been  fuch  a curiofity  a- 
' bout  antient  philofophy  as  to  make  any 
demand  for  a fecond  edition.  The  punc- 
tuation in  this  edition  is  generally  very 
bad,  and  fuch  as  will  ftop  the  beft  Greek 
fcholar,  and  oblige  him  to  read  the  paflage 
oyer  and  over  again.  And  there  are  fomc- 
times  fuch  errors  in  the  words,  as  make  ^ , 
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riddle  of  the  fenfe  that  requires  an  CEdipus 
to  folve,  or  a critic,  fuch  as  a countryman 
of  mine  was,  of  the  name  of  Scrymgeour, 
who  aflifted  Harry  Stephen  in  collating 
Greek  MSS.  and  who,  he  fays,  fliowed  a 
fagacity  in  that  bufmefs,  which  looked  like 
divination.  But,  with  all  thefe  imperfec- 
tions, thofe  commentaries  muft  be  carefully 
ftudied  ; and  out  of  them,  and  of  the  text 
of  Ariftotle,  this  moft  valuable  philofophy 
muft  be  dug  like  diamonds  out  of  a mine. 

For  this  work  not  only  a perfefl:  know- 
ledge of  the  common  Greek  language  is 
neceflary,  but  we  muft  know  alfo  the  lan- 
guage of  this  philofophy.  We  muft  there- 
fore begin  with  the  very  elements  of  it, 
and  learn  the  meaning  of  the  terms  which 
it  ufes.  Upon  this  fubje£t  there  is  an  ad- 
mirable work  of  Porphyry,  who  was,  I 
think,  the  greateft  philofopher  of  the  age 
in  which  he  lived,  and  which  he  entitles 
very  properly  tiia.yoryyi^  or  introduSUon : 
And  indeed  it  is  the  beft  introdudion  to 
philofophy  that  ever  was  written,  though 
the  fubjed  of  it  may  appear  very  contemp- 
tible to  thofe  who  call  themfelvcs  philofo- 
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phers  in  this  age, . and  even  to  thofe  who 
profefs  only  to  be  fcholars ; for  it  is  the 
’ explanation  of  five  words,  viz.  genus,  fpe- 
cies,  difference,  proper  or  peculiar,  and  ac- 
cidental. But  thefe  words  exprefs  all  the 
feveral  relations  which  the  things  in  this 
univerfe  have  to  one  another.  For  there  is 
nothing  that  has  not  to  one  or  more  things 
the  relation  of  Genus  or  of  Species.  Now, 
there  can  be  no  genus  and  fpecies,  without 
a Difference  which  diftinguiflies  the  fpecies 
from  the  genus.  Further,  things  belong- 
ing to  different  genufes  and  fpeeiefes  have 
certain  qualities  which  are  Peculiar  to 
them,  and  diftinguifti  them  from  other 
things  of  the  fame  genus  and  fpecies.  And, 
laftly,  they  have  qualities  which  they  may 
have  or  not  have,  and  yet  continue  of  the 
fame  genus  and  fpecies,  and  which  there- 
fore are  common  to  things  of  other  ge- 
nufes  and  fpeeiefes ; and  thefe  are  very 
properly  called  Accidents,  as  being  appro- 
priated to  no  particular  clafs  of  things. 
Thefe  divifions  comprehend  all  the  feveral 
relations,  either  of  conformity  or  diftinc- 
tion,  in  which  the  things  of  this  univerfe 
ftand  to  one  another  ; and,  as  we  think  of 


Digitized  by  Gbugle 


Ch.  in.  Prooress  of  Language.  415 

nothing  but  in  fyftem,  every  idea  we  form 
being,  as  I have  fliown  *,  a fyftem,  there 
cannot  be  a more  proper  introdudtion  to 
philofophy  than  a work  that  exhibit  to 
us,  in  a fliort  and  comprehenfive  view, 
all  the  different  relations  which  the  Infinite 
variety  of  things  in  the  fyftem  of  the  uni- 
verfe  have  to  one  another.  And  it  was 
the  more  proper  for  another  rcafon,  that, 
though  Ariftotle  has  very  accurately  de- 
fined the  terms  peculiar  to  his  own  philo- 
fophy* yet  he  has  no  where,  as  I remem- 
ber, defined  thefe  terms  common  to  all 
philofophy. 

Ammonius  Hermeias,  a great  phllofo- 
pher  of  the  Alexandrine  fchool,  who  has 
written  an  excellent  commentary  upon 
Ariftotle’s  book  of  Categories,  has  thought 
it  worth  his  while  to  write  alfo  a commen- 
tary upon  this  IntroduSiion  of  Porphyry, 
which  is  undoubtedly  very  much  connedt- 
ed  with  the  dodtrine  of  the  Categories  ; 
For,  as  the  explanation  of  the  jhe  nxjords 

• Vol.  2.  of  Ant.  Metaph.  p.  107.  and  following. 
—See  alfo  p.  85.  of  the  fame  volume. 
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informs  us  of  the  feveral  relations  in  which 
the  things  of  this  univerfe  Hand  to  one  an- 
other, fo  the  Categories  let  us  know  what 
they  are  abfolutely  in  themfelves.  Of  this 
work  I have  fpoken  at  fome  length  dfe- 
where  and  have  Ihown  that,  without 
the  knowledge  of  it,  there  can  be  no  per- 
fed  fcience,  becaufe  there  can  be  no  per- 
fe£l  definition.  It  was  originally  the  work 
of  Archytas,  a Pythagorean  philofopher, 
from  whom  Ariftotle  took  it,  only  chan-  , 

ging  the  title  of  it,  and,  I think,  not  for 
the  better.  For  Archytas  entitled  it,  Trepi 
<TBu  TreLVTof,  or,  Of  the  ivhole  of  things  ; 
and,  I think,  very  properly,  as  it  takes  in 
the  whole  things  of  the  univerfe,  and  is  < 

the  heft  introduction  that  can  be  imagi- 
ned to  fo  comprehenfive  a fyftem  of  phi- 
lofophy  as  that  of  the  Pythagoreans,  and 
which  was  truly  an  univerfal  philofophy, 
becaufe  it  yras  the  philofophy  of  the  uni- 
verfe ; whereas  Ariftotle  has  made  it  on- 
ly an  introduction  to  his  Logic,  which  by 
many  is  thought  not  to  be  philofophy  at 
all,  but  only  an  organic  art,  fubfervient 

• Vol.  I.  of  Ant.  Metaphyf.  p.  317- 
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indeed  to  philofophy,  arid  which  muft  be 
acknowledged  to  be  highly  ufeful. 

If  thislntrodudliori  of  Porphyry,  with  the 
coriitrtentary  of  Ammonias,  and  the  Cate- 
gories of  Ariftotle,  with  the  commentary 
both  of  Ammonius  and  Simplicius,  in 
which  laft  is  preferved  to  us  the  original 
work  of  Archytas,  be  diligently  ftudiedj 
they  will  not  only  make  us  mailers  of  the 
language  of  antient  philofophy,  but  they 
will  give  us  an  idea  of  its  comprehenfion  and 
univerfality,  which  is  not  to  be  got  in  any 
modern  book,  and  will  prepare  us  proper- 
ly for  the  (ludy  of  any  particular  branch 
of  it,  to  which  we  may  think  proper  to 
apply.  And  what  fhould  encourage  every 
young  ftudent,  who  has  fpirit  and  refolu- 
tion  enough  to  venture  to  philofophife  in 
this  unfaftiionable  way,  is,  that  the  Intro- 
dudion  of  Porphyry,  and  Ammonius’s 
commentary  upon  it,  are  the  bed  printed 
books,  and  from  the  mod  corred  manu- 
fcripts,  of  all  that  has  been  written  upon 
Aridotle  in  Greek;  and  the  text  of  the  Ca- 
tegories is  the  lead  obfcure  of  all  Ari- 

VoL.  V.  3 G 
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ftotle’s  philofophical  writings  j and  what 
-obfcurity  may  be  in  it  is  fully  removed  by 
the  two  commentaries  upon  it,  which  are 
alfo  very  correfUy  printed.  A man,  there- 
fore, who  is  qualified  for  the  ftudy  of  the 
Greek  philofophy,  by  the  knowledge  of- 
the  Greek  language,  will  have  no  difficulty 
to  make  himfelf  matter  of  the  elements  of 
this  philofophy,  by  the  diligent  ftudy  of 
thefe  works. 

As  I have  It  much  at  heart  to  revive  this 
antient  philofophy  in  Britain,  which  would 
do  us  fo  much  honour  as  a learned  nation, 

' and  In  that  refpeil  diftinguifh  us  from  all 
the  other  nations  of  Europe,  among  whom 
this  philofophy  is  loft,  I have.fubjoined  to 
what  I have  here  faid  of  it,  a chapter  of 
Queries,  tending  to  fhow,  that,  without  it, 
we  cannot  underftand  the  principles  of  any 
one  art  or  fcience,  nor  comprehend  the 
fundamental  dofirines  of  our  holy  religion. 
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.CHAP.  IV. 


Queries  concerning  Philojbphy, 


I.  AS  philofophy  is  the  fclence  of  Cau- 

JL\.  fes,  it  is,  I think,  of  the  greateft 
importance  to  know,  Whether  Ariftotle’s 
Dodrine  of  Caufes*,  upon  which  he  valued 
himfelf  fo  much,  be  true  ? for,  if  it  can  be 
(hown  not  to  be  true,  I think  it  will  go 
near  to  put  down  his  whole  philofophy. 

2.  As  motion  is  the  great  agent  in  all 
the  operations  of  nature,  if  it  can  be  Ihown 
that  his  definition  of  motion  is  fuch  as  Mr 
Locke  has  reprefented  it,  viz.  the  mojl  ex- 
quiftle  piece  of  jargon  that  ever  was  in- 
vented by  many  it  will,  I think,  at  once 

* See  upon  the  doftrine  of  Cau/es,  vol.  2.  book  4. 
chap.  4.  of  Ant.  Mctaphyf, 
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put  an  end  to  his  whole  Philofophy  of 
Nature  * ? 

3.  Whether  there  be  not  three  things 
concerning  motion  to  be  inquired  about ; 
\mOy  What  motion  is,  confidered  in  itfelf? 

What  is  the  caufe  of  it  ? 3/20,  What 
is  the  efFedt  of  it ; and  whether  thofe,  who 
define  motion  by  change  of  place,  tell  us 
only  what  the  effe6l  of  rnotion  is,  not  what 
motion  itfelf  ? 

4.  Is  it  not  proper  to  inquire,  whether 
that  great  principle  of  Ariftotle,  that  all  natu- 
ral bodies  are  compofed  of  matter  and  form^ 
be  well  founded  ? For,  if  it  can  be  fhown 
that  there  is  no  truth  in  that  propofition, 
the  antient  philofophy  of  Nature  has  no 
foundation  upon  which  it  can  ftand  ; 

on  the  contrary,  if  it  be  true,  it  is  evident 
that  the  antients  have  laid  down  the  firft 
principles  of  all  natural  knowledge  f- 

• On  the  fubjcft  of  Motion,  fee  vol.  i.  of  Ant. 
Metaphyf.  lib.  i.eap.  3. 

t On  the  fubjeft  of  matter  and  form,  fee  ib.  book  a. 
chap.  ?. 
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5.  This  naturally  leads  to  inquire,  whe- 
ther there  be  any  truth  in  the  Peripatetic 
notion  of  fuhjlantial  forms  ? and  whether 
there  be  not  in  every  Natural  Body  a cer- 
tain principle,  which  makes  that  Body  what 
it  is,  diftinguifties  it  from  every  other  Body, 
and  produces  all  its  movements  and  qua- 
lities of  every  kind  ? and  next  to  inquire, 
what  that  thing  is,  whether  Mind  or  Body, 
whether  Material  or  Immaterial  * ? 

6.  As  it  is  impoflible  that  any  man  can 
be  a Natural  philofopher,  without  know- 
ing what  Nature  is,  I think  it  is  worth 
while  to  inquire  whether  Ariftotle’s  defi- 
nition of  Nature  be  a juft  one,  viz.  that  it 
is  a Principle  of  Motion,  or  a kind  of  Life, 
in  all  Natural  Bodies  t ? 

7.  Whether  there  be  any  difference  be- 
twixt God  and  Nature  ? What  that  diffe- 


• Vol.  I.  of  Ant.  Metaphyf.  book  2.  chap.  2. 

■}■  Sec  on  the  fubjcft  of  this  Principle,  Ib.  p.  207. 
231.  and  232-5  and  vol.  3.  of  Ant.  Metaphyf.  p.  324- 
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fence  is  ? And  how  man  differs  from 
both  * ? 

8.  Whether  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  when  he 
wrote  his  Principia,  had  any  idea  at  all  of 
Body  being  moved  by  Mind ; as  he  has 
no  where  mentioned  Mind  as  the  Motive 
Principle  of  Body  ? Whether  this  be  not 

evident  from  the  different  accounts  he  t 

gives  of  the  caufe  of  Attraction  or  Gravi-  . 
tation  t ? Whether  we  can  fuppofe,  that  the 
only  two  Motive  powers,  which  he  men- 
tions in  the  beginning  of  his  Principia^  viz. 
the  "ois  injfta  and  the  vis  imprejfay  are,  either 
of  them,  Mind  ? or,  whether  it  be  not  evi-  ' 
dent,  that,  by  the  one,  he  meant  a power 
inherent  in  Matter,  and  eflential  to  it ; and, 
by  the  other,  a force  external  applied  to 
Matter  by  Bodily  impulfe  ? 

9.  Whether  we  be  not  more  certain  of 
the  Motion  of  our  own  Bodies  by  Mind, 


• Vol.  2.  of  Ant.  Metaphyf.  p.  360. 

f See  vol.  2.  of  Ant.  Metaphyf.  p.  324. — where 
one  of  the  caufes  he  afligns  for  Gravitation  is  a medium, 
whether  corporeal  or  incorporeal,  impelling  the  Bodies 
fwimming  in  it  towards  one  another. 
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than  we  can  be  of  the  Motion  of  any  Bo- 
dy by  Body,  as  we  know  the  one  by  the 
moft  certain  of  all  knowledge,  Confciouf- 
nefs,  and  the  other  only  by  the  evidence 
of  fenfe,  which  is  often  fallacious  ? Whe- 
ther Sir  Ifaac,  by  maintaining  that  his  own 
Motion,  and  the  Motion  of  other  animals, 
is  produced  by  a moft  Subtile  Spirit,  which 
pervades  grofs  Bodies,  and  is  latent  in 
them  *,  does  not  reje<3:  altogether  the  Mo- 
tion by  Mind,  and  maintain  that  all  the 
Bodies  in  this  our  Syftem,  the  terreftrial 
as  well  as  the  celeftial,  are  moved  by  iE- 
thers.  Fluids,  or  Subtile  Spirits,  or  that 
they  move  themfelves  ? 

10.  Whether  it  be  mot  a moft  extraor- 
dinary Pneumatophobiay  (to  ufe  an  expref- 
fion  of  Cud  worth  *f),  refembling  the  difeafe 
called  Hydrophobioy  which  makes  a man 
deny  that  his  own  Body  is  moved  by 
his  Mind  ? 

1 1.  Whether,  as  all  our  Ideas,  in  this 
ftate  of  our  exiftence,  arife  from  Senfa- 

* Ant.  Metaphyf.  vol.  i.  p.  275. 

t Ib.  vol.  2.  p.  40. 
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tions,  and,  as  Sir  Ifaac  fays,  that  our  Sen* 
fations,  as  well  as  our  Voluntary  Motions, 
are  produced  by  Subtile  Spirits  *,  would  it 
not  be  compleating  the  Syftem  of  Mate- 
rialiftn  to  maintain,  that  our  Ideas  are  pro- 
duced by  a more  Subtile  Spirit  ftill ; and 
then  there  will  be  in  us  neither  Animal 
nor  Intelle£tual  Mind  ? 

> 

1 2.  Whether  Sir  Ifaac’s  firft  Law  of  Mo- 
tion, by  which  Body  once  fet  in  Motion 
is  made  to  go  on  in  a ftraighf  line,  is  not 
true  only  of  Motion  by  Bodily  impulfe  ? 
And  whether  Motion  by  Mind  may  not 
change  its  diredion  in  every  inftant,  which 
Motion  by  Bodily  impulfe  cannot  do  ? 

13.  Whether,  to  fuppofe  that  Body  can 
of  itfelf,  and  by  a power  inherent  in  it, 
and  elfential  to  it,  go  on  in  a certain  di- 
rcdion,  and  with  an  uniform  velocity,  be 
not  abfolute  Material! fm  ? 

14.  Whether  we  cannot  readily  conceive 
all  the  Bodies  of  the  univerfe  to  be  moved 
by  Mind,  without  having  recourfe  to  a •vis 
injita  in  the  Bodies,  a •vis  centripeta^  a •vis 

* Ant.  Metaphyf.  vol.  2.  p.  324. 
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tentrifuga^  or  Others  and  Subtile  Fluids, 
which,  fuppofing  them  to  exiftj  muft  be 
firft  moved  themfelves  before  they  can' 
move  any  other  bodies } fo  that  the  que- 
ftion  ftill  remainSj  What  moves  them  ? 

15.  Whether  it  be  polfiblc  to  fuppofe,  that 
either  Mind  or  Body  can  aii  where  they 
are  not  ? and  whether,  when  Body  moves 
Body,  it  mlift  hot  be  in  cdntadt  with  the  Bo- 
dy it  moVes,  either  immediately,  or  by  the 
intervention  of  other  Bodies  ? 

1 6.  Whether  it  be  poflible  that  a rhah 
of  common  fenfe,.*not  to  fpeak  of  a philo- 
fophef,  can  believe  that  it  is  the  Moon 
which  produces  the  Motion  of  the  Tides  ? 
And  whether  it  might  not  be  faid,  with 
ks  much  reafon,  that  it  is  the  Motion  of 
the  Tides  that  produces  the  Motion  of  the 
Moon  ? Whether  this  way  of  fpcaking,  fo 
iinworthy  of  a philofopher,  does  not  pro- 
ceed from  confounding  two  things  quite 
different,  viz.  one  Body  moving  another, 
and  two  Bodies  being  moved  together 
with  a certain  fympathy  or  conformity  of 

VoL.  V.  3 H 


Digitized  by  Google 


*426  The  Origin  and  Book  II. 

their  motions  to  one  another  ? Of  this  laft 
kind  is  the  Motion  of  the  Tides  with  re- 
fpe£l  to  the  Motion  of  the  Moon ; and 
of  this  kind  there  are  many  Motions  to  be 
feen  on  earth,  fuch  as  the  Motion  of  the 
Loaddone  and  Iron,  and  the  various  at- 
tradions  and  repulfions  of  fmall  Bodies 
which  Chemiftry  exhibits 

1 7.  Whether,  as  Almighty  Wifdom  does 
nothing  fuperiluous  or  in  vain,  a man  can 
believe  in  God,  and  believe  at  the  lame 
time  that  the  motion  of  the  planets  is  ac- 
tually compounded  of  Projedion  and  Gra- 
vitation, unlefs  he  can  demonftrate  that  it 
is  impolltble  by  the  nature  of  things,  that 
the  circular  or  elliptical  Motion  can  be 
fimple,’or  that,  if  it  were  limple,  the  phae- 
nomena  could  not  be  accounted  for  t ? And 
whether  it  would  not  be  more  for  the  ho- 
nour of  Sir  Ifaac  to  fuppofe  that  the  Pla- 
netary Motion  is  a limple  and  uncompound- 

• Ant.  Metaphyf.  vol.  2.  p.  378.  & 401.  Other 
examples  might  be  given,  as  of  the  ftrings  of  mufical 
inftruments,  which,  being  timed  in  a certain  ratio  to 
one  another,  exhibit  wonderful  fympathetic  motions. 

f Vol.  3.  of  Ant.  Metaphyf.  p.  304. 
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cd  Motion,  as  it  certainly  is,  but  that  he 
has  raoft  ingenioufly  analyfed  it  into  two 
Motions,  in  order  to  demonftrate  the  law's 
by  which  it  is  governed  * ? 

18.  Whether  there  be  not  a difference 
in  the  nature  of  things  betwixt  that  fcience, 
by  which  the  motions  of  the  Celeftial  or 
other  Bodies  are  meafured  and  computed, 
and  that  fcience,  by  which  the  moving 
principle  in  thofe  Bodies  is  difcovered  ? — 
Whether  the  one  fcience  does  not  belong 
to  Aftronomy,  Geometry,  or  Mechanics  ? 
And  whether  the  other  does  not  belong  to 
philofophy  ? And  whether  a man  may  not 
be  an  excellent  aftronomer,  geometer,  or 
mechanic,  and  yet  not  a philofopher,  and, 
confcquently,  not  capable  of  determining 
what  is  the  moving  principle  in  Bodies  ? 

19.  Whether  a man  can  be  faid  to  be 
truly  a man  of  fcience,  who  does  not  know 
what  fcience  is?  And  whether  a man  can 


• Vol.  3.  of  Ant.  Metaphyf.  p.  312.— where  it  is 
fhown,  that  a motion  in  a ftraight  line,  the  limplcft  of 
all  motions,  is  decompofed  and  analyfed  into  two  other 
motions,  for  the  pnrpofc  of  dcmonftrating  certain  pro. 
blcms. 
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learn  that  from  Locke’s  book  upon  human 
underftanding,  where  he  tells  us,  that  Truth 
is  the  perception  of  the  agreement  or  difa- 
greement  of  our  Ideas  y without  being  inform- 
ed that  all  reafoning  confifts  of  Syllogifms, 
Propofitions,  and  Simple  Terms  ; and  that, 
after  analyfing  it  in  this  manner,  we  muft 
begin  the  ftudy  of  it  with  that  into  which 
it  is  ultimately  refolvable,  I mean  Simple 
Terms,  in  tire  fame  manner  as  a man,  who 
ftudies  language,  muft  begin  with  the  ele- 
mental founds  of  it*. 

20.  Whether  there  can  be  any  fcience 
without  definition  ? Whether  every  defini- 
tion muft  not  be  by  the  genus  and  fpe- 
qific  difference  ? Whether  to  know  a thing 
perfectly,  we  muft  know  not  only  the  ge~ 
31US  to  which  it  immediately  belongs,  but 
alfo  the  rernoter  genusy  and  fo  on,  till  we 
come  up  to  the  higheft  genus  of  all,  under 
which  the  thing  is  to  be  ranked  ? And  if 
fo,  whether  the  dodrine  of  thofe  higheft 
g^crOy  contained  in  Ariftotle’s  book  of 
Categories,  be  not  the  foundation  not  only 

• Upon  this  fubjeft,  fee  vol.  i.  of  Ant.  Metaphyf. 
hpok  5.  chap.  2.  & 4.  j 
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of  Logic,  but  of  all  fcience  ; as,  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  Categories,  there  can 
be  no  perfedl  definition  * ? 

a I.  Whether  the  human  intelleft,  in 
forming  its  ideas,  does  not  apprehend  e- 
very  thing  in  fyftem,  and  nothing  abfolute- 
ly  and  fimply  by  itfelf,  but  every  thing  re*- 
latively  to  other  things?  And  whether  this 
does  not  lead  to  very  important  confe- 
quences  in  philofophy,  as  it  tends  to  fhow 
that  we  are  by  nature  formed  for  the  con- 
templation of  Order,  Regularity,  and  Beau- 
ty t? 

22.  Whether  a fenfe  of  the  pulchrum 
and  honejium  does  not  diftinguilh  a man 
from  a brute,  as  much,  or  more,  than  any 
thing  elfe  ? And  whether  an  author,  fuch 
as  Mr  Paley,  who  denies  or  doubts  that  we 

f See  upon  this  fijbjeA  vol.  i.  of  this  work,  p.  72. 
& 520.  2d  edit. — See  alfo  Ant.  Metaphyf.  vol. 
p.  317.  & 318. 

f Ant.  Metaphyf.  vol.  2.  p.  107.  & 108. — 131.  & 
t32.  Ibid.  vol.  3.  p.  342. 
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have  any  fuch  fenfe,  does  not  in  effe£k  de- 
ny or  doubt  the  exiftence  of  Man  ? 

23.  Whether  Man  diiFers  from  a brute, 
not  in  kind,  but  in  degree  ? Whether  Locke, 
not  diftinguifhing  betwixt  fenfations  and 
ideas,  does  not  confound  man  and  brute  ? 
And  whether  he  muft  not  be  a moft  wretch- 
ed philofopher,  who  cannot  diftinguiOi 
himfelf  accurately  and  fcientifically  from 
a brute  * ? 

24.  Whether  it  be  true,  as  Mr  Locke 
fays,  that  we  can  have  no  perception  of  a- 
ny  kind  without  confcioufnefs  ? And  whe- 
ther, on  the  contrary,  confcioufnefs  be  not 
one  of  the  grcateft  exertions  of  intelledi,  by 
which  we  are  effentially  diftinguiflied  from 
the  brutes  t ? 

25.  Whether  Ideas,  abftradi  Ideas,  and 
general  Ideas,  be  all  fynonymous  terms ; 
fo  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a parti- 

* See,  upon  this  fubjeft,  Appendix  to  vol.  3-  of 
Ant.  Mctaphyf.  chap.  3.  p.  335. 

t Ibid.  vol.  2.  p.  87.  & 88. 
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cular  Idea  of  any  thing  ? Or  whether,  on 
the  contrary,  it  be  not  impoffible  to  con- 
ceive abftra£ted  or  general  ideas  without 
particular  ideas  * ? 

\ 

26.  What  is  the  nature  of  that  idea 
which  muft  exift  in  particular  things  be- 
fore it  can  be  abftraded  or  generalized  ? 
Can  it  be  any  thing  elfe  than  an  immate- 
rial principle,  which  animates  the  fub- 
llance,  gives  it  its  form  and  motions,  and 
makes  it  what  it  is,  diftind:  from  every 
thing  elfe  f ? 

27.  Whether  there  be  any  difference  be- 
twixt God  and  Nature  ? And,  if  there  be, 
what  that  difference  is  ij:  ? 

28.  Whether  there  be  not  fuch  a philo- 
fophy,  as  that  which  Ariftotle  calls  thejrj 
fhilofophy^  becaufe  it  demonftrates  not 

* Vol.  2.  of  Ant.  Mctaphyf.  p.  yo,  71,  72,  75, 
76,  79,  and  85 ; and  vol.  3.  p.  341. 

t Ibid.  vol.  2.  p.  79. 

Ibid,  p^  360. 
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only  its  own  principles,  but  the  principles 
of  every  other  branch  of  philofopny,  and 
of  all  fciences  ? And  whether  it  be  true,  what 
both  Plato  and  Ariftotle  tell  us,  that  even 
geometry,  which  is  accounted  by  us  to  be 
the  moft  certain  of  all  fciences,  is  fo  far 
from  being  able  to  dehionftrate  its  own 
principles,  that  it  cannot  fo  much  as  in- 
form us  what  its  fubjedl,  viz.  magnitude^  is : 
And  accordingly  Euclid  has  not  attempted 
to  define  magnitude,  nor  even  the  dimen- 
fions  of  it,  lengthy  hreadthy  and  thicknefs  * ? 

29.  Whether  it  be  poflible  to  conceive 
the  myftery  of  the  Trinity,  or  to  believe 
that  there  may  be  three  diftindl  Perfons  of 
one  and  the  fame  fubftanccj  and  that  the 
Son  was  begotten  from  all  eternity  of  the 
Father,  without  having  ftudied  that  philo- 
fophy,  which,  as  it  is  defined  by  the  ari- 
tients,  is  the  knowledge  of  things  divine 
as  well  as  human "(■?  Whether,  without  be- 
ing taught  by  the  antient  philofophy,  and 


* P.  381.  of  this  volume. 

f See  what  I have  faid  of  the  Platonic  Theology, 
p.  373,  384,  and  385.  of  this  volume,- 
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having  there  learned  to  diftinguilh  accu- 
rately betwixt  the  intellectual  part  of  our 
own  compofition  and  the  animal,  we  can 
conceive  the  myftefy  of  the  Incarnation, 
and  Underltand,  that,  as  in  us  the  Intel- 
lectual Nature  is  added  to  the  Animal,  fo 
in  the  Perfon  of  Jefus  Ghrift,  there  was 
no  impoflibility  in  the  nature  of  things 
that  the  divine  fliould  be  added  to  both*  ? 
And,  laftly,  whether  it  be  poflible  to  be- 
lieve thefe  eflential  dodrines  of  Chriftiani-*' 
ty,  if  we  cannot  conceive  them,  or  believe 
the  poffibility  of  their  exifting? 

30.  Whether  the  philofophy  of  the  Fine 
Arts  is  not  alfo  to  be  learned  in  the  fchool 
of  antiquity  ? And  whether  it  be  not  only 
from  Ariftotle  that  we  can  learn  in  what 
fenfe  they  are  imitative  arts, and  hoW  to  di- 
ftinguith  a copy  of  verfes,or  even  the  longeft 
and  mod  elaborate  didaCtic  work  in  verfc, 
adorned  with  the  mod  fplendid  diCtion  and 
fined  verfifi^ation,  fuch  as  the  Georgies 


• See  p.  364,  of  this  volume. 
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of  Virgil,  from  a poem,  and  in  painting,  a 
portrait  from  a pidure,  and  in  general  the 
ideal  beauty  from  the  copy  of  any  thing 
adually  exifting.  ‘ 

3 1 . Whether  there  be  not  even  in  Gram- 
mar an  arc  and  a fciencc,  which  cannot 
without  philofophy  be  perfectly  under- 
ftood  ? And  whether  it  be  not  philofophy, 
and  antient  philofophy  only,  that  can  ex- 
plain diftindly  and  fcientifically  the  three 
great  arts  of  grammar.  Derivation,  Com- 
pofuion,  and  Fledion,  by  which  millions 
of  words,  (they  fay  five  millions  in  Latin), 
are  fo  conneded  together  as  to  be  com- 
prehended in  the  memory  and  readily  u- 
fed  * ; and  how,  with  articulation  Melody 

* Of  thefe  three  arts  I have  treated  at  confiderablc 
length  in  the  fecond  volume  of  this  work,  particular- 
ly in  chapters  8-  9-  lo.  n.  12.  13.  I4*  ^ 
book  I.  Of  thefe  three  I hold  fieB'ion  to  be  the  great- 
eft  art,  and  which  faves  more  than  any  other  the  mul- 
tiplication of  words:  For,  by  the  fame  word,  with  fome 
variation,  it  contrives  to  exprefs  Numbers,  Perfons, 
Genders,  Times,  Difpofitions  of  the  fpeaker,  and  the 
Relations  that  things  have  to  one  another.  But  this 
is  not  to  be  underftood  without  the  knowledge  of  an- 
tient philofophy  •,  and,  accordingly,  upon  the  pfinci- 
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and  Rhythm  are  joined  in  the  antient  lan- 
guages, fo  as  to  make  altogether  the  moft 
wonderful  art  that  ever  was  invented  by 
man  ? 

, To  conclude  this  philofophical  carechifm. 
— If  all  thefe  queftions  can  be  anfwered  from 
the  philofophy  of  Mr  Locke,  Mr  David 
Hume,  or  Dr  Prieftley,  or  any  others  in 
modern  times,  fuch  asDes  Cartes  and  Leib- 
nitz, who  have  philofophifed  without  the 
affiftance  of  the  antients,  or  if  it  can  be 
£hown  that  they  are  trifling,  and  not  wor- 
thy of  anfwer,  then  I will  allow  that  I 
have  fpent  my  time  very  ill,  and  be- 
fore me  Mr  Harris,  in  endeavouring  to 
revive  the  old  obfolete  philofophy  of  the 
antients,  which  the  great  difcoverics  of  the 


pics  of  that  philofophy,  I have  explained  it.  And, 
particularly,  I have  given  a philofophical  account  of 
the  Cafes  of  Nouns,  (perhaps  the  mofl;  artificial  thing 
in  language),  which  nobody  before  me  has  fo  much  as 
attempted  to  do.  This,  I know,  makes  my  fccond  vo- 
lume but  little  read,  though  it  contain  more  of  the 
philofophy  of  language  than  any  of  the  other  volumes. 
But  it  is  not  to  be  underftood  by  thofe  who  know  no 
more  of  language  than  what  is  taught  in  our  I’chools, 
or  even  in  our  univerfities. 
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moderns  have  rendered  quite  ufelefs.  But, 
on  the  contrary,  if  the  queftions  I have 
propofed  are  of  fo  much  importance,  as  £ 
think  they  are,  and  cannot  be  anfwered 
from  any  books  of  modern  philofophy,  it 
follows  of  neceflary  confequence,  that,  if  we 
will  not  ftudy  the  antient  philofophy,  we 
cannot  be  philofophers,  not  even  complete 
fcholars  and  critics,  nor  indeed  learned  in 
the  principles  of  any  one  art  or  fcience,  and 
not  fo  much  as  knowing  what  fcience  is. 
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CHAP.  V. 


*the  HalicarnaJJiatC s treatifs  of  Compojition 
is  confined  to  the  found  of  the  Greek  lan~ 
guage. — In  this  a great  variety  .—-Of 
the  vowels  in  Greek. — All  the  vocal 
founds  pojjible^  in  that  language. — That 
not  the  cafe  of  every  language. — How 
there  came  to  be  7 vowels  reckoned  by 
the  Greek  grammarians. — Of  the  variety 
of  confonants  in  Greek  ; — the  fyllables 
confequently  very  various. — Of  the  Greek 
accents  upon  fyllables  ; — thefe  believed 
by  fame  not  to  exift ; — proof  from  fall  of 
their  exifience. — Of  long  and  fhort  fyl-  > 

lables  in  Greek  ;—~fome  long  fyllables^  j 

longer  than  others^  and  fome  fhort  fyl-  | 

lablesi  Jhorter  than  others. — The  Halu  I 

earnajftaris  account  of  long  and  fisort  fyU  ] 
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lables^  that  is  of  the  rhythm  of  language^ 
more  diftinSl  than  Qicer^ s accounts — Of 
fyllables  ivords  are  made^  and  of  "words 
fentenceSi  "with  all  the  variety  of  periods 
and  members  of  per  iods. — Of  the  "wonder- 
ful variety  and  beauty  of  the  compofition 
in  Greek. — That  beauty  "was  fill  great- 
er  "when  Homer  "wrote^  and  "when  great- 
er liberty  "was  ufed  "with  "words.  — The 
variety  of  arrangement y "which  the  fyn- 
tax  of  the  Greek  language  permits,  adds 
•wonderfully  to  the  beauty  of  found  in  the 
Greek  compftion,  and  alfo  to  the fenfe.^ 
Of  "what  is  called  the  natural  order  of 
•words  ; — that  does  not  make  the  beauty 
of  compofition.— Of  the  "wonderful  beauty 
of  the  Orations  of  Demofhenes  pronoun- 
ced by  himfelf. — T"wo  things  required  to 
make  a perfeSi  file that  it  fhould  be 
both  beautiful  and  pleafant. — Of  the  dif- 
ference bet"wixt  the  t"wo. — Four  things 
required  to  make  a ftile  both  beautiful  and 
pleafant,  fo  far  as  concerns  the  found,  viz. 
melody,  rhythm,  variety,  and  "what  is 
decent  and  proper. — Of  each  of  thefe  in 
order- — The  Rhythm  much  infifed  upon  ; 
r— examples  of  good  and  bad  rhythm.-— 


/ 


Digitized  by  Google 


Ch.V.  'Progress  OF  Language.  439.  - 


Alfv  much  faid  upon  the  to  orpevov,  and 
illujlrated  by  examples  from  Homer. —Of 
the  Melody  of  fpeechy — hoiv  dtJHngutfhed 
from  the  melody  of  mufic^ — not  reducible 
to  rules. — Of  the  three  different  charac- 
ters^  the  auftere,  the  florid,  and  the 
Examples  of  thefe  from  dffe- 
• rent  authors,  — Two  curious  problems  : — 

I mo.  How  profe  is  to  be  made  like  to 
•uerfe.—o.dLOy  How  verfe  is  to  be  made 
like  to  profe.— The  firft  a myfery  in  his 
tlrfie^ — yet  to  be  conceived  even  by  us. — 
Examples  from  Demojlhenes. — This  can 
only  be  done  in  a language  which  has  the 
rhythm  of  long  and Jhort  fy liable s ;—not 
therefore  in  Engli/h^  except  the  diHion  be 
poetical. — Of  making  profe  of verfe. — This 
explained  by  the  Halicarnajftan  inapaffage 
tranflated from  him.  — Milton's  verfe  the 
perfeHion  of  that  file  in  Englifh. — Next 
to  Milton's  is  that  of  Dr  Armfrong.— 
Mr  Pope's  verfes  very  different. — Oljec- 
' tions  to  Miltons  verfification  anfwered. 
— This  work  of  the  Halicarnafftan^  the 
mof  elegant  compoftion  in  the  didaflic 
f ile. — Many  errors  in  the  text  to  be  cor- 
reBed. 
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I WILL  conclude  my  obfervations  upon 
the  dida(3;ic  ftile,  by  giving  an  account 
of  a work  of  that  kind,  which  I think  ad- 
mirable ; and  it  is  the  more  proper  that  I 
fhould  enlarge  upon  it,  that  the  fubjedt  of 
it  is  the  fame  with  the  fubjeft  of  thefe  vo- 
lumes, namely.  Language.  The  work  I 
mean  is  that  of  DionyfiuSy  the  Halicamaf- 
Jiatiy  upon  the  compofition  of  •words ^ an  au- 
thor of  whom  I have  made  more  ufe  in 
this  work  than  of  any  other,  as  indeed  I 
have  been  more  inftrufled  by  him  in  every 
thing  relating  to  ftile  and  compofition  than 
by  all  the  other  authors  I have  read  put  to- 
gether. This  work,  though  it  be  entitled  Of 
'Compofition  only,  yet  treats  likewife  of  the 
analyfis  of  language  ; and  indeed  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  underftand  perfedly  any  com- 
pound of  any  kind,  without  knowing  the 
elements  of  which  it  is  compofed. 

To  compofe  and  decompofe  all  the  words 
of  the  Greek  language,  not  only  with  re- 
fpe£t  to  the  found,  but  alfo  with  refpedl  to 
to  the  fenfe,  would  be  to  write  a whole 
Greek  grammar  ; but  this  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  Halicarnaffian  : He  meant 
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only  to  confider  the  found  of  it  in  diffe-*- 
rent  kinds  of  writing,  whether  verfe  or 
profe.  And  even  this  is  a great  work,  if 
we  confider  what  a variety  there  is  in  the 
found  of  the  Greek  language. 

And,  firft,  as  to  the  letters,  or  elemen- 
tal founds,  (for  he  carries  his  analyfis  that 
far),  there  is  all  the  variety  that,  I believe,  is 
poflible.  And,  in  the  firft  place,  the  Greeks 
have  all  the  five  vowels ; and  thefe,  I believe* 
are  all  the  founds  purely  vocal,  which  the 
human  mouth  can  utter.  Now,  this  is  not 
the  cafe  of  every  language,  as  I have  taken 
occafion  elfewhere  to  obferve  * ; and  even 
the  Englifh  wants  the  found  of  one  vowel, 
fubftituting  in  place  of  it  a diphthong.  The 
Greek  grammarians  commonly  reckon  feven 
vowels  in  their  language;  but  two  of  them, 
viz.  the  n and  the  u are  no  more  than  the 
e and  the  0 marked  by  different  charadlers 
when  they  are  long : And  I wifh,  for  my 
own  part,  as  I never  made  a profefled  ftu-> 
dy  of  ftiort  and  long  fyllables,  that  they 
had  diftinguilhed  all  the  other  vowels  In  the 
fame  way ; or,  what  I fhould  have  liked  bet* 

■r 

* Vol.  4.  of  this  work,  p.  177.  and  following. 
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ter,  though  it  would  have  occaHoned  more 
writing,  that  they  had  diftinguifhed  the  long 
vowels  as  the  Latins  did  of  old,  by  writing 
them  double*.  But, as  it  is,  I obferve,  that,  in 
pronouncing  the  Greek,  I mark  the  quan- 
tity of  the  vowels  much  better  than  in 
pronouncing  the  Latin.  As  the  Latin  is  a 
very  antient  dialed  of  the  Greek,  I think, 
it  is  very  likely  that  the  Greeks  of  old 
marked  the  long  vowels  in  the  fame  way 
that  the  Latins  did,  and  their  long  o or  their 
ft)  is  plainly  two  omtcrons  joined  together. 
One  thing  is  certain,  that  the  alphabet  of 
1 6 letters,  which  the  Greeks  got  from  the 
Phaenicians,  has  no  different  charaders 
for  long  and  Ihort  vowels. — As  to  con- 
fonants,  the  Greeks  have  all  the  variety 
poffible  of  them,  liquid  and  mute^  labial^ 
palatal^  and  guttural^  afpirated  and  foft^ 
and  a middle  kind  betwixt  thefe  two  f. 

Of  this  variety  of  elemental  founds  fyl- 
lables  are  compofed,  of  which  fome  muft, 
confequcntly,  be  of  harfher,  fome  of  fofter, 

• Vol.  2.  p.  3 20. 

f Vol.  2.  p.  2J2.  and  following. 
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I foundy  according  to  the  nature  of  the  let- 
ters, which  compofe  them.  And  there  is 
one  diftindlion  of  fyllables  in  Greek,  which 
is  not  to  be  found  in  any  language  of  Eu- 
rope, and  that  is  the  diftin£lion  which  the 
different  toneSy  called  by  the  antient  gram- 
marians accentSy  put  upon  them,  make. 
This  is  fo  remote,  not  only  from  our  prac- 
tice, but  from  our  ideas  of  the  pronuncia- 
tion of  language,  that  there  are  fome  a- 
mong  us,  who  do  not  believe  that  the 
Greeks,  or  any  other  people,  fpoke  in  that 
j way.  But,  if  they  have  not  Greek  learn- 

j ing  enough  to  underftand  what  the  Hali- 

carnafllan  has  fo  diftindlly  told  us  in  this 
' ' work  upon  compofition,  which,  I think,  I 

have  made  by  my  tranflation  * intelligible 
even  to  a man  who  does  not  underftand 
Greek,  and  if  nothing  but  fads  will  fatif- 
fy  them,  they  fhould  go  over  to  America, 
and  there  they  will  hear  the  Iroquois  fpeak 
with  all  that  variety  of  melody  and  rhythm 
with  which  the  antient  Greeks  fpoke 

• V’ol.  2.  p.  284. 

f This  information  I had  from  a verf  ingenious 
man,  Dr  Moyes^  who  was  three  years  in  America,  and 
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Another  property  of  fyllables  In  Greek, 
is,  that  fome  of  them  are  long  and  fome 
of  them  are  fhort.  A fyllable  is  long  in 
two  ways,  either  by  the  vowel  being  long, 


being  a man  of  great  curiofity,  was  very  much  among 
the  Savages,  as  we  call  them,  as  well  as  among  the 
Provincials.  And  1 could  trull  more  to  what  he  told 
me  of  the  mufic  of  the  Iroquois  language,  that  he  is 
blind,  and  1 am  perfuaded  his  ear  for  mufic  is  much 
the  better  for  that  reafon  ; and,  beftdes  that,  he  prac* 
tifes  mufic  very  much,  and  is  a performer  upon  feve- 
ral  inllruments.  He  told  me  that  their  acute  accent 
was,  like  the  Greek,  commonly  confined  within  a fifth. 
But,  he  faid,  they  fometimes  llarted  to  an  oilave.  This, 
I fuppofe,  happens  when  they  are  much  agitated  by 
pafijon,  which  naturally  makes  men  mufical.  They 
have  alfo,  he  told  me,  the  dillin(flion  of  Jong  and  Ihort 
fyllables,  and  in  the  ratio  of  the  long  to  the  Ibort  as 
tiuo  to  one,  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  the  learned  lan- 
guages ; So  that  they  have  rhythm  in  their  languages 
as  well  as  melody.  Of  the  rhythm  of  their  language, 
I was  informed  by  another  gentleman.  And  I alfo 
heard  foroething  of  their  fyllabic  tones,  but  nothing 
diftinflly,  as  my  information  came  from  perfons  who 
had  not  a good  ear  for  mufic,  without  which  fuch 
languages  can  neither  be  fpoken  nor  upderllood.  This 
is  the  cafe  of  the  Chinefe  language,  as  I was  told 
by  Mr  Beving,  an  Englifii  gentleman,  who  had  been 
two  and  thirty  years  in  China,  having  been  fent  thi- 
ther very  young  by  the  Eall  India  Company,  in  order 
to  learn  their  language,  and  fo  qualify  hinifelf  to  bq 
iheir  fador  at  Canton, 
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or  by  two  confonants  following  the  vowel, 
which,  neceflarily  retarding  the  voice  in 
pronunciation,  makes  the  vowel  long, 
though,  by  its  nature,  it  be  fliort.  A fliort 
fyllable  is  that  which  has  a fliort  vowel, 
and  not  lengthened  in  the  way  above  men- 
tioned. One  fliort  fyllable,  as  the  Hali- 
carnaflian  has  obferved,  may  be  longer 
than  another,  though  it  ftill  continue  to  be 
reckoned  a fliort  fyllable  ; and  this  is  cau- 
fed  by  the  number  of  confonants  prece- 
ding the  vowel  in  the  fyllable,  not  follow- 
ing it ; for,  otherwife,  they  would  make 
the  fyllable  long.  Of  this  he  has  given  us 
fome  examples  One  long  fyllable  may 
alfo  be  longer  than  another,  if  the  vowel 
be  of  itfelf  long,  and  be  followed  by  two 
or  more  confonants:  And,  if  fome  of  thefe 
confonants  be  afpirated,  it  will  flill  be 
longer.  Syllables  of  this  kind  that  are  ei- 
ther fliorter  or  longer,  as  the  vowel  hap- 
pens to  be  joined  with  more  or  fewer  con- 
fonants, are  • faid  by  the  Halicarnafllan  to 
be  aAcyot,  that  is,  ivithout  any  fixed  ratio^ 
by  which  they  are  determined  to  be  long- 

» Cap.  15, 
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cr  than  long  fyllables,  or  (horter  than 
fhort ; for  fo  nice  were  thofe  antient  ears, 
that  they  perceived  even  this  difference  a- 
xnong  fyllables  ; and  accordingly  the  Ha- 
licarnaffian  takes  notice  of  it  in  the  exam- 
ples he  has  given  us  of  numerous  compo- 
fition  both  in  verfe  and  profe  *, 

And  here  I cannot  help  obferving,  that, 
upon  the  fubjefl  of  long  and  ihort  fyllables, 
which  form  the  rhythm  of  the  antient  lan- 
guages, and  was  a thing  of  the  greateft  t 
confcquence  in  their  compofition  both  of 
verfe  and  profe,  the  Halicarnaffian  is  much 
more  accurate  and  diftiridt  than  Cicero, 
who  has  alfo  treated  the  fame  fubjedi  at 
confiderablc  length  in  his  Orator.  He  has 
puzzled,  I think,  and  perplexed  the  matter 
by  making  a diftin£tion  betwixt  rhythm 
and  feet ; whereas  the  HalicarnafRan  tells 
us,  that  there  is  no  diffindion,  and  that  a- 
ny  foot  makes  by  itfelf  rhythm  t : And,  I 
think,  it  is  certain,  that,  wherever  the  car 
perceives  a ratio  betwixt  two  fyllables,  (for 


• Cap.  17. 
f Cap.  1 7.  in  initio'. 
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a foot  muft  conCLft  of  at  leaft  two  fyllables, 
and  not  of  more  than  three,  according  to 
the  Halicarnaifian),  whether  it  be  a ratio 
of  equality,  or  of  t’lvo  to  oiUy  there,  of  ne- 
ceiSty,  rhythm  muft  be. 

As  fyllables  are  compofed  of  letters,  fo 
words  are  compofed  of  fyllables ; and  of 
words  are  made  periods  and  members  of 
periods  ; and  thus  the  compofition  of  wri- 
ting or  fpeaking  is  compleated.  And  here 
the  Halicarnaftian  lets  us  know,  that  it  is 
not  of  the  choice  of  words  he  fpeaks,  but 
only  of  the  compofition  of  them  ; for,  as 
to  the  choice  of  words,  he  promifes  his  pu- 
pil, Rufus  Melitusy  another  birth- day  pre- 
fent  upon  that  fubjed  *.  But  either  he  did 
not  keep  his  word,  or  the  work  is  loft. 
And  it  is  further  to  be  obferved>  that,  when 
he  fpeaks  of  compofition,  he  does  not  mean 
the  compofition  of  the  words  in  fyhtax, 
but  only  the  compofition  of  them  fo  as  to 
pleafc  the  ear  by  giving  to  them  the  pro- 
per melody  and  rhythm.  It  is  therefore, 
as  I have  obferved,  neither  the  fcnfe  nor 


* Cap.  I.  in  fine. 
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the  grammatical  conftrudUon  of  the  words 
that  is  the  fubjedl:  of  this  very  learned  and 
accurate  treatifc,  but  merely  the  found  of 
them : This  may  appear  to  fome  a very 
infignificant  thing,  and  unworthy  to  be 
made  the  fubjedl  of  any  work.  But  we 
ought  to  confider  that  language  was  made 
to  be  fpoken.  This  was  the  firft  ufe  of  it 
in  all  nations  ; and  in  many  nations  it  is 
no  otherwife  ufed  at  this  day.  Even  where 
it  is  written,  reading  is  the  beft  teft  of  the 
llile  and  compofition,  as  I have  elfewhere 
obferved.  And,  if  the  found  be  a material 
part  of  every  language,  it  is  more  fo  of 
the  Greek  than  of  any  other,  I believe,  in 
the  world  that  either  is,  or  ever  has  been  ; 
for  it  has  the  greateft  beauty,  and  at  the 
fame  time  the  greateft  variety  in  its  pro- 
nunciation that  can  well  be  conceived : 
And,  if  the  Halicarnaflian  had  known  a- 
ny  language  fo  barbarous  as  the  modern 
languages  of  Europe,  he  would  have 
fhown,  by  comparing  the  Greek  with  thofe 
languages,  how  much  fuperior  it  was  not 
only  in  the  fenfe,  but  in  the  found  of  the 
words.  He  would  have  fhown,  for  ex- 
ample, that  the  Greek  had  not  only  all  the 
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limple  vocal  founds,  which  it  is  poflible  for 
the  human  mouth  to  utter,  and  which  ma- 
ny of  the  barbarous  languages  have  not, 
and  even  fome  of  the  European  languages, 
which  to  call  barbarous,  would  be  thought 
an  indignity  to  the  nations  that  fpeak 
them,  but  thefe  vocal  founds  the  Greeks 
compound,  making  what  they  call  Diph- 
thongs, which  fwell  and  raife  the  found 
of  the  language  very  much ; and,  befides 
what  are  properly  called  Diphthongs,  they 
had  other  compounded  vocal  founds,  which 
they  called  Improper  Diphthongs  ; but 
which  we  cannot  diftinguilh  by  our  pro- 
nunciation from  the  fimple  vowels.  Then, 
of  confonants,  as  I have  obfeived,  they 
had  all  the  variety  of  Liquids  and  Mutes, 
of  Afpirated  and  Soft,  all  formed  by  diffe- 
rent organs  of  pronunciation,  which  muft 
have  given  all  the  variety,  that  it  is  poflible 
to  conceive,  to  the  found  of  their  language, 
and  made  it  neither  too  foft  and  fweet, 
which  is  a fault  of  fome  modern  langua- 
ges, particularly  of  the  Italian,  nor  too 
rough  and  hatfh,  which  is  the  cafe  of  the 
Engliflh,  and  of  every  language  where  there 
VoL.  V,  3 L 
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are  fo  many  monofyllables,  and  thefc 
croudcd  with  coufonants,  fometimes  feven 
confonants  for  one  vowel,  as  in  the  word 
Jlrength^  and  the  lad  letter  not  only  a 
mute,  which  never  happens  in  Greek,  but  < 
an  afpirated  mute.  In  fuch  a language,  it 
is  irapoffible  there  can  be  an  agreeable  flow : 
Whereas  in  Greek,  by  a proper  choice  and 
arrangement  of  the  words,  there  may  be 
as  agreeable  a flow  as  articulate  founds 
are  capable  of,  and  at  the  fame  time  variety 
enough  by  the  mixture  of  founds  more 
auftere  or  even  harfh.  This  could  be  ef- 
fected even  at  the  time  the  Halicarnaflian 
wrote,  after  the  language  was  formed  ; 
and  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  this  treatife  to 
ftiow  how  it  could  be  done.  But  in  car- 
. Her  times,  before  the  language  was  brought 
to  a fixed  ftandard,  which  was  the  cafe 
when  Homer  wrote,  there  was  a wonder- 
ful liberty  taken  with  words,  not  only  in 
forming  them  fo  as  to  exprefs  by  the  found 
the  nature  of  the  things  they  reprefented, 
of  which  the  Halicarnaflian  has  given  us 
fundry  examples,  but  in  adding  to  them, 
or  taking  from  them,  or  otherwife  chan- 
ging them  after  they  were  formed,  fo  as  to 
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make  them  join  and  run  together  agree- 
ably in  compofition.  Some  of  this  liberty 
was  preferved  in  the  Attic  Greek,  even  at 
the  time  the  Halicarnafllan  wrote  ; for 
they  frequently  ufed  apoftrophes  and  eli- 
ded vowels,  and  in  that  way  run  fyllables 
together,  or  they  fometimes  added  a vowel 
,to  the  end  of  the  word,  and  by  that  means 
a fyllable.  Thus,  in  place  of  toutov,  they 
faid  TovTovi ; and  in  place  of  toutow,  they 
faid  TouTovt.  What  an  agreeable  variety 
this  muft  have  made  in  the  compofition, 
is  eafy  to  imagine  *, 

But  there  is  one  thing  that  I am  fare 
the  Halicarnaffian  would  have  infilled 
much  upon,  had  he  known  the  difference 
betwixt  Greek  and  the  modern  languages 
of  Europe,  and  that  is  the  wonderful  va- 
riety of  arrangement,  which  the  declen- 
fions  of  nouns,  and  their  cafes,  genders, 
and  numbers,  allow  to  the  wriier  and 
fpeaker  in  Greek,  and  which,  in  my  opi- 
nion, adds  to  the  beauty  and  variety  of 


• See  in  Demollhenes  In  the  beginning  of 

the  Oration  De  Ctrona,  and  rtvrtvi  in  the  beginning 
of  the  Oration  againft  Ariitocrates. 
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the  compofition  more  than  all  the  other 
things  mentioned  by  the  Halicarnaffian 
put  together.  It  is  this  wonderful  art  of 
the  learned  languages,  which,  befides  the 
variety  of  terminations  and  fleSions  that 
it  gives  to  the  words,  enables  the  compo- 
fers  in  thofe  languages  to  arrange  the  words 
in  fentences,  almoft  in  any  order  they 
pleafe,  fetting,  fometimes  at  a confiderable 
diftance  from  one  another,  words,  which, 
by  the  fyntax,  are  neceflarily  joined  toge- 
ther. Of  this  I have  given  a fine  example 
in  an  ode  of.  Horace,  which  Milton  by 
tranflating  into  Englifti,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  imitate  the  variety  of  Horace’s  ar- 
rangement, has  fliown  the  great  defeft,  in 
that  refped,  of  the  Engliih  language  *.  I 
have  alfo  fhown  in  the  fame  volume  that 
what  is  called  the  Natural  Order  of  words, 
has  truly  no  foundation  in  Nature  t;  and 
the  Halicarnaffian  has  bellowed  a chapter 
to  prove  that  the  Natural  Order,  by  which 
the  noun  is  put  before  the  verb,  the  verb 
before  the  adverb,  and  what  is  firft  in  or? 

• Vol.  4.  p.  13P. 

^ Ihid.  p.  T31, 
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der  of  time  before  v?hat  is  laft,  is  not  at  ’ 
all  more  beautiful  than  any  other  order  or 
arrangement  of  words,  which  the  language 
will  permit 

But,  befides  the  pleafure  which  this  va- 
riety of  arrangement  muft  neceflarily  give 
to  the  ear,  it  has  a confiderable  effeft  up- 
on the  fenfe ; for  the  words  of  the  fen- 
tence,  placed  in  a certain  order,  will  con- 
vey the  meaning  more  forcibly  than  in  a- 
ny  other  order.  This,  I think,  I have 
fliown  very  clearly  in  the  diflertation  an- 
nexed to  the  fecond  volume  of  this  work. 
But  this  not  only  the  Halicarnaffian  has 
taken  no  notice  of,  (nor  indeed  did  it  be- 
long to  his  fubjedl,  which  relates  only  to 
the  found  of  the  language),  but  no  other 
author  antient  or  modern,  as  far  as  I know,, 
who  has  written  upon  the  fubjedl  of  lan- 
guage. 

When  we  add  to  all  the  things  I have 
mentioned,  the  melody,  which  the  tones  of 
the  Greek  language  muft  have  produced 
in  fpeaking,  and  of  which  a variety  was 

* Cap.  5, 
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required,  as  the  HaHcarnafllan  informs 
us,  as  well  as  of  other  things  belonging  to 
the  language ; — then  the  rhythm,  which, 
joined  with  the  melody  of  their  accents, 
muft  have  made  their  language  as  muiical 
as  it  was  poffible  that  a language  could  be, 
and  which,  as  the  Halicarnaflian  has  obfer- 
ved»  diftinguiflied  the  ftiles  of  the  different 
authors  very  remarkably*; — when,  I fay, 
we  join  all  thefe  things  together,  I think 
we  may  conclude,  that  there  was  a beauty 
in  the  orations  of  Demofthenes,  when  pro- 
nounced by  himfelf,  of  which  we  men  of 
modern  times  can  hardly  form  an  idea.— 
But  to  return  to  the  Halicarnaflian. 

The  tendency  of  all  his  rules  for  compo- 
fition,  he  tells  us,  is  to  form  a ftile  that  Is 
both  beautiful  and  pleafant.  The  diftinc- 
tion  betwixt  thefe  two  he  does  not  much  • 
infift  upon;  and  indeed  to  diftinguifh  them 
accurately  belongs  more  to  philofopby  than 


* Cap.  II.  13.  & 19.  See  alfo  what  I have  writ- 
ten upon  the  antient  accents,  and  the  ufe  of  them  in 
compofition,  vol.  2.  book  3.  chap.  7. ; and  upon  the 
rhythm  of  antient  profe,  ib.  chap.  10. 
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to  criticifm  ; And  all,  I think,  that  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  faid  upon  the  fubjedt  by  a 
critic,  is,  that  the  one  is  perceived  by  the 
fcnfc,  I mean  what  is  pleafant,  the  other 
more  by  the  judgment : And  it  may  be 
added,  that  what  is  pleafant  to  a man  of 
good  tafte,  is  alfo  beautiful ; and  again, 
what  is  beautiful,  is  to  a man  of  tafte  alfo 
pleafant.  I think,  therefore,  the  Halicar- 
nafllan  has  very  properly  joined  them  to- 
gether, and  given  us  rules  by  which  a ftile 
is  to  be  made  both  beautiful  and  pleafant. 

There  are  four  things,  he  fays,  that 
make  compofition  both  beautiful  and  plea- 
fant, as  far  as  it  can  be  made  by  the  found 
only.  The frji  is  a noble  melody;  the fe^ 
cond^  a dignified  rhythm  ; the  third,  proper 
variations  and  changes ; the  fourth  and 
laft,  what  is  decent,  proper,  and  fuitable  to 
the  fubjedt,  without  which  no  compofition, 
nor  any  work  of  art  can  be  either  beautiful 
or  pleafant ; for,  fays  he,  it  is  of  it  that 
Beauty  chiefly  confifts  ‘ 

* Cap.  15. 
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The  application  of  thefe  rules  for  com- 
pofition  depends  upon  the  nature  of  letters, 
fyllables,  and  words.  And  it  is  here  that 
he  enters  into  a moO:  minute  and  accurate 
difledion  of  the  elements  of  language,  up- 
on which  I have  taken  occafion  to  make 
obfervations  in  fundry  paflages  of  this 
work,  which  I will  not  here  repeat.  He 
is  very  copious  upon  the  fubjedt  of  change 
and  variety,  without  which  it  is  evident 
there  can  be  no  beauty  in  any  work  of 
art ; and  he  is  Hill  more  copious  upon  the 
fubjed  of  rhythm  : And  he  fhows  very 
clearly  that  it  was  eflential  to  the  beauty 
of  profe  compofition,  though,  at  the  time 
he  wrote,  it  was  quite  negleded.  And 
not  only  fo,  but  many  were  of  opinion 
that  it  was  ridiculous  to  meafure  and  num- 
ber fyllables  in  profe  compofition.  But 
the  Halicarnaflian  was  of  a different  opi- 
nion ; and  he  has  fcanned  and  reduced 
to  feet  fome  fine  paffages  in  Plato,  De- 
mofthenes,  and  Thucydides,  as  carefully 
as  he  would  have  fcanned  any  piece  of 
poetry.  And  not  only  from  them  has  he 
given  us  examples  of  fine  numerous  compo- 
fition, but  he  has  contrafied  thefe  with 
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examples  of  the  worft  compofuion  from 
an  author,  whom  he  calls  Hegefias  *,  and 
which  is  indeed  fo  bad,  that  even  my  ears 
are  offended  with  it. 

Upon  the  other  two  of  the  four  things 
above  mentioned  he  infifts  at  confiderable 
length,  illuftrating  whatever  he  fays  by  ex- 
amples from  the  beft  authors  ; and  parti- 
cularly with  refped  to  the  laft  of  the  two, 
namely,  the  compofuion  that  is  proper 
and  fuitable  to  the  fubjeft,  he  has  given 
us  fome  of  the  fineft  illuftrations  from 

I 

Homer  that  can  be  imagined. 

I 

Before  I have  done  with  thefe  four 
things,  I muft  obferve,  that,  with  regard 
to  the  firft  of  them,  viz.  the  Melody,  he 
has  faid  very  little,  giving  us  neitlier 
rules  nor  examples,  but  only  telling  us  in 
general,  that  there  muft  be  a variety  in 
the  Tones,  as  well  as  in  every  other  part 
of  the  compofuion  ; and  therefore  that 
there  muft  not  be  many  words  together 
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accented  in  the  fame  manner.  The  rea- 
fon  of  this  I take  to  be,  that  the  melody  of 
common  fpeech  was  not,  nor  indeed  could 
well  be  reduced  to  exaft  rules,  like  the 
mufic  of  finging  or  of  inftruments.  The 
acute  accent,  as  the  Halicarnaflian  tells  us, 
role  to  about  a fifth  *,  without  pretending 
exa£Uy  to  determine  how  much  higher 
or  lower  it  might  have  been,  as  that 
muft  have  depended  very  much  upon  the 
voice  and  ear  of  the  fpeaker.  The  cafe 
of  the  Melody  of  Mufic  was  very  diflfe- 
rent : For,  in  the  jirjl  place,  it  was  of.  ve- 
ry much  greater  compafs,  and  rofe  very 
much  higher,  zdly^  It  did  not  proceed  hy 
Slides  as  the  tones  of  fpeech  did,  but  by 
meafured  intervals,  accurately  diftinguilh- 
ed  one  from  another.  And  this  was  an 
efiential  difference  betwixt  the  mufic  of 
finging  and  of  inftruments,  which  was  all 
DiaJiematiCy  as  they  exprefled  it,  that  is, 
diftinguiftied  by  meafured  intervals,  and 
the  mufic  of  fpeech,  which  was  all  o-uyg^»s, 
or  g»  pocrgi,  that  is,  proceeding  by  Jlidcs.  It 
is  therefore  not  to  be  wondered,  that  the 


* Cap.  II.  The  exprelSoa  is  *•(  iyytrira. 
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mufic  of  the  firft  kind  was  reduced  to'  a 
regular  fyftem,  and  a fyftem  much  more 
comprehenfive  than  our  fyftem ; for  it  >vas 
divided  into  three  kinds,  the  ZJwrontV,  which 
is  our  only  fyftem,  but  what  was  no  more 
than  the  vulgar  mufic  among  them  ; o.dly, 
the  Chromatic  \ and,  the  Enharmonic. 

Having  finiftied  what  he  had  to  fay  up- 
on the  four  things  which  make  a ftile 
beautiful  and  pleafant,  he  proceeds  to  give 
an  account  of  the  different  charaders  or 
diftinguiftiing  marks  of  ftile,  which  he  di- 
vides into  three,  the  aujlere^  the  florid,  and 
the  middle  betwixt  thefe  two,  to  which  he 
gives  the  name  of  common,  as  partaking  of 
each  of  the  other  two,  but  avoiding  what 
is  extreme  in  either*.  In  treating  of  thefe 
different  ftiles,  he  has  made  excellent  ob- 
fervations  upon  the  joining  of  words  toge- 
ther, fo  as  to  make  the  compofition  rough 
and  auftere,  pleafant  and  florid,  or  a middle 
betwixt  thefe  two,  and  which  will  apply 
to  all  languages  more  or  lefs,  as  well  as  to 
the  Greek.  He  compares,  I think  not  un- 

* Cap.  21.  & 22. 
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fitly,  a mao  who  compofes  with  words, 
to  a mafon  or  builder,  who  makes  his 
work  of  materials  very  different,  but  thefe 
he  puts  together  fo  as  to  make  rough 
work,  or  finooth  and  poliihed,  or  fome- 
thing  betwixt  the  two  Here,  likewife, 
he  illuftrates  what  he  fays  by  exam- 
ples from  great  authors  of  thefe  different 
ftiles,  Pindar  as  a poet,  and  Thucydides  as 
an  hiftorian,  for  the  auftere  ftile.  Of  the 
fmooth  and  flowery,  he  has  given  us  an 
example  in  verfe  from  Sappho,  and  in 
prcfe  from  Ifocrates.  And  to  thefe  exam- 
ples he  mnft  accurately  and  minutely  ap- 
plies the  rules  he  had  laid  down  for  each 
of  the  ftiles  ; nor  do  I think  that  he  could 
have  taught  his  pupil,  to  whom  he  ad- 
drefles  the  work,  with  greater  exa£lnefs 
and  precifion.  Of  the  middle  ftile,  he  tells 
us,  that  Plomer,  the  fountain  of  all  fine 
writing  of  every  kind,  is  the  moft  pcrfedl 
model,  as  well  as  of  the  other  two.  He 
in  the  Epic,  of  the  Lyrics  Stefichorus 
and  Alcaeus,  Sophocles  of  Tragedians, 
Herodotus  of  Hiftorians,  Demofthenes  of 
Orators,  and  of  Philofophers  Democritus, 

* Cap.  6. 
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Plato,  and  Ariftotle.  But  he  gives  us  no 
examples  from  thefe  authors,  as  he  had 
given  examples  from  the  authors  who  have 
written  in  the  two  ftiles,  betwixt  which 
this  middle  flile  lies. 

Our  author  concludes  his  treatife  with 
two  very  curious  problems : The  firff  is, 
how  profe  is  to  be  made  like  to  verfe,  and 
yet  continue  profe : The  other  is,  how 
verfe  is  to  be  made  like  to  profe,  and  yet 
be  ftill  verfe.  When  this  can  be  properly 
done,  our  author  thinks  it  is  the  perfedion 
of  writing,  as  it  gives  to  each  of  the  two 
compofuions  all  the  beauty  of  the  other,  as 
far  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  permit. 

He  begins  with  the  firft  of  thefe  pro- 
blems, which  was  fo  little  known  at  the 
time  he  wrote,  that  he»confidered  it  as  a 
myftery  not  to  be  communicated  to  the 
profane  vulgar;  and  therefore  he  bids  them 
keep  at  a diftance,  ufirtg  that  form  of 
words,  which  was  ufed  in  the  initiations 
into  the  myfteries  of  Ceres  And  here 

* Cap.  aj.  The  words  are  to  be  found  in  a famonr. 
verfe  of  Orpheus. 

**it  ttfUf  WT«,  tvfmt 


Digitized  by  GoogI 


462  The  Origin  and  Book  II. 


he  tells  us,  that  it  is  not  by  ufing  poetical 
words  and  figures  of  fpeech,  that  we  are  to 
make  our  profe  poeticaLwith  refpeft  to  the 
numbers,  of  which  only  he  here  fpeaks,  but 
it  is  by  compofing  common  words  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  give  a certain  rhythm  even 
to  profe,  and  to  make  it  numerous  without 
being  aftrifted  to  certain  numbers  as  verfe 
is.  Now,  I think,  this  fhould  not  appear 
fo  great  a myftery  even  to  us  of  thefe  la- 
ter times,  if  we  confider  that  the  fame  fyl- 
lables  are  long  or  Ihort  both  in  verfe  and 
profe ; and,  therefore,  that  even  in  profe 
thefe  fyllables  muft  form  feet,  and,  confe- 
quently,  produce  a rhythm  of  one  kind  or 
another.  Now  the  fecret  is,  fays  our  au- 
thor, to  make  that  rhythm  agreeable  to 
the  ear,  and  yet  not  fo  regular,  and  with 
fuch  returns  at  ftated  intervals  as  to  make 
verfe.  That  this  is  poflible,  I think  I 
can  certainly  conclude  from  theory,  though 
my  ear  is  not  formed  to  perceive  the  rhythm 
of  this  kind,  and  not  even  the  true  rhythm 
of  verfe,  becaufe  I have  not  the  practice  of 
reading  the  antient  verfe  in  the  antient 
manner,  that  is,  by  quantity.  But  our  au- 
thor affirms,  that  it  is  not  only  poffible  to 
coropofe  profe  in  that  way,  but  that  the 
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Orations  of  Demofthenes  are  adfually  fo 
compofed^  And  he  gives  two  examples, 
the  one  from  his  oration  againft  Ariftocra- 
tes,  and  the  other  from  the  famous  ora- 
tion for  Ctefiphon.  I think  it  is  impoffible 
to  deny  that  his  learned  ear  perceived  thofe 
numbers,  which  I do  not  perceive,  though 
I can  fay  that  the  compofition  pleafes  my 
ear  very  much,  and  appears  to  me  perfedi- 
ly  different  from  the  compofition  of  He- 
gefias  above  mentioned. 

This  way  of  making  verfe  of  profe 
anfwered  very  well  in  a language  where 
every  thing  in  common  difcourfe  was  fpo- 
ken  with  a rhythm  of  on^  kind  or  ano- 
ther j but  it  will  not  anfwer  in  a language 
fuch  as  ours,  in  which  there  is  no  rhythm 
of  long  or  fhort  fyllables.  If,  therefore, 
we  will  yerfify  our  profe,  it  muft  be  by  ac- 
cented and  unaccented  fyllables,  in  the 
fame  way  as  we  make  our  verfe.  This  has 
been  attempted  by  feveral ; but  this  alone 
will  not  do  with  common  words,  as  in  Greek. 
The  words,  therefore,  and  figures  muft 
be  poetical ; and  even  in  that  way,  it  has  not, 
in  my  opinion,  fucceeded  with  any  writer. 
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except  perhaps  with  my  Lord  Shaftfbury 
in  his  Rhopfody^  where  he  puts  it  only  in- 
to the  mouth  of  one  of  his  perfonages, 
whom  he  reprefents  as  carried  by  the  en- 
thufiafm  of  philofophy  altogether  out  of 
the  common  ftile  of  fpeech.  He  has  been 
fo  judicious,  that,  in  no  other  part  of  that 
fine  work,  he  has  attempted  this  poetical 
profe.  In  fome  other  of  his  works,  where 
he  has  affe£ted  to  give  numbers  to  his 
profe,  he  has  by  no  means  fucceeded,  at 
leaft  in  my  judgment 

, But,  if  we  have  not  been  fortunate  in 
our  attempts  to  make  poetry  of  profe,  it  is 
iropoffible  to  deny,  that  Milton  has  given 
to  his  poetry  in  Paradife  Loft  all  the  beau- 
ty of  profe  compofition ; for  he  has  broken 
and  cut  his  verfe  into  periods  and  mem-  < 
bers  of  periods,  finer,  I think,  than  any 
that  are  to  be  found  in  our  profe,  unlefs, 
perhaps,  in  his  own  profe  writings : And 
there  is  a paflage  in  the  laft  chapter  of  the 
Halicarnaflian  upon  this  kind  of  ftile,  fo 
applicable  to  Milton’s  verfe,  that  one  can- 

* See  Tol.  3.  of  this  work,  p.  284.  in  the  note. 
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not  find  better  words  to  defcrlble  it. 

* Whoever,’  fays  he,  * would  fucceed  in 

* this  ftile,  muft  fit  and  adjuft  the  words 

* fo  that  the  members  of  the  periods  (hall 

* be  properly  diftinguiflied  from  one  ano- 

* ther,  not  concluding  with  the  verfe,  but 
‘ cutting  the  mealure,  and  not  equal  or 
‘ like  to  one  another.  He  muft  fornetimes, 

‘ too,  throw  into  the  verfe  very  fliort  fen- 

* tences,  (in  Greek  not  fo  long 

* as  the  members  of  periods  ; and  his  pe- 
‘ riods  muft  not  be  of  equal  length,  nor  of 

* the  fame  figure  and  ftrudlure,  thefe  at  leaft 

* that  are  joined  together  in  the  corapofi- 

* tion  ; for,’  fays  he,  ‘ it  is  the  apparent 

* diforder  in  the  rhythm  and  meafurc  that 

* makes  verfe  refemble  profe  *.’  To  give 

, • I will  give  the  author’s  words : Tc»  iv 

r*vra  rif  tii(  Aijit,  ftcfia  iii 

rr(i(pti>  Ti  x«(  rvtiCffttTTiir,  xai  t«  m tixrrtfecen  xat- 

§if  ftti  ruFax-Mgri^.FTM  T#<,  crixaif,  «AA«  Sia- 

rifatttrtt  rat  ftiTfat,  mfir»  S'!  raitit  ccvTet  kmi  ataftatx.  n.A-' 
A«XI(  if  ttf  xafifixTX  mityiia  »«A«f,  ti 

fttiTf  irafatyttnf  f«i|Ti  'aftaiafxvi*a'ix(,  ra(  yavt  xaax- 
XMfifrxf  «AAi|A«i(,  ffyx^frfair  fyyirrx  ^aiUrai  Xaycic, 
T.  x«{«  T»i;t  ^vtfiav(  KXt  ta  f*fr^x  xtxXafiiftitat.  Here  it 
may  be  obferved,  that  I have  adopted  Upton’s  correflion 
of  the  text,  and  read  xa-v/tfctT^aif  in  place  of  rrvftunfait, 
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examples  of  this  from  lyiilton,  as  the  Har 
licarnaffian  has  done  from  Greek  authors, 
would  be  to  tranfcribe  a great  part  of  the 
Paradife  Loft : And  it  would  be  the  more 
unneceflary,  as  I have  elfewhere  * given  ex- 
amples from  Milton,  fuch  as  may  fufficc 
to  fhow  the  beauty  of  Milton’s  verfe  in 
this  refpe<fi.  I will  only  add  here,  that 
Milton  has  not  only  made  periods  in  his 
verfe,  but  has  throwusinto  thefe  periods  pa- 
renthefes,  by  which  he  has  mod  agreeably 
diverfified  the  ftile  f.  It  is  alfo  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  his  periods  are  bed  marked  and 


But  I rcjefl  Iiis  tranflation  of  the  lafl  part  of  the  pafiage, 
where  he  would  make  Dionyfius  fay,  that,  in  order  to 
ir.ake  verfe  like  to  profe,  there  mull  be  errors  committed 
in  the  rhythm  and  the  meafure  ; for  then  it  would  ceafe 
to  be  verfe,  and  be  profe  altogether.  But  our  author’s 
meaning  certainly  is,  that  there  ihould  only  be  an  appa- 
rent diforder,  or  -wandering,  as  it  may  be  called,  in  the 
meafure. 

• Vol.  4.  of  this  work,  p.  269. ; — vol.  2.  p.  355. 
and  following. 

•f  See,  upon  the  fubjeft  of  parentkejis,  and  particu- 
larly of  Milton’s  parenthefes,  vol.  2.  p.  561.  where  I 
have  obferved  a pretty  long  one,  that  had  not  been 
before  obferved.  See  alfo  vol.  3.  p.  75. 
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diftioguifhed  where  they  Ihould  be,  that  is^ 
in  the  fpeeches:  And  I cannot  help  further 
obferving,  how  extraordinary  it  appears  to 
be,  to  deny  that  Milton  excels  in  writing 
profe,  when  to  his  poetry  he  gives  the 
beauty  of  profe  writing. 

The  author  who  comes  rieareft  to  Mil- 
ton,  in  blank  verfe,  is  Dr  Armftrong 
in  his  jlrt  of  preferring  Health.  Of 
this  admirable  poem  the  diction  is  more 
fplendid  than  even  of  Milton’s  Paradife 
Loft;  but  the  verfification  has  not  fo  much 
the  merit  of  giving  the  verfe  the  beauties 
of  profe  compofition.  And  particularly  it 
has  but  few  of  thofe  periods  with  which 
Milton  has  adorned  his  poetry  fo  much. 

How  unlike  to  the  verfe  of  Milton  is 
our  rhyming  verfe,  and  particularly  Mr 
Pope’s,  fo  much  praifed  and  admired,  where 
the  fenfe  is  commonly  concluded  with  the 
verfe,  or  at  leaft  with  the  diftich  ! Now,  I 
can  hardly  conceive  a compofition  more 
tedioufly  uniform  than  a compofition  in 
fentences  (for  they  cannot  be  called  pe- 
riods) of  ten,  or  at  mcft  twenty  fyllables. 
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and  every  two  lines  tagged  with  a rhyme. 
But,  befides  that,  there  is  almoft  always  a 
certain  paufe  in  the  middle  of  Mr  Pope’s 
verfe,  very  like  to  the  paufe  in  the  middle 
of  the  French  long  verfe  j and  this  paufe, 
together  with  the  paufe  at  the  end  of  each 
line,  and  at  the  end  of  every  two  lines, 
makes  fuch  a difgufting  uniformity  and 
famenefs,  as  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  an- 
tient  compofition  of  any  kind,  and  is  there- 
fore intolerable,  efpecially  in  a work  of  a- 
ny  length,  to  an  ear  accuftomed  to  the  va- 
riety of  antient  compofition. 

It  may  be  objeded  to  Milton’s  verfifica- 
tion,  that,  by  his  periods  and  members  of 
periods,  he  has  made  his  compofition  fo 
perfedly  profaical,  that  the  verfe  is  loft. 
But  to  this  I anfwer,  that  he  has  always 
contrived  to  terminate  his  Verfe  with  a 
word  upon  which  the  fenfe  requires  that 
fome  emphafis  be  laid,  even  if  the  compo- 
lition  were  altogether  profe.  Now,  where 
an  emphafis  is  laid  upon  a word,  there  iS 
always  fome  ftop  of.  the  voice  more  or  lefs, 
and  that  ftop  will  mark  the  verfe : But, 
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as  I have  elfe where  obferved*,  it  is  a matter 
of  delicacy  juft  to  mark  this  ftop»  but  not 
to  make  it  too  long  ; for  that  would  de- 
ftroy  the  beauty  of  the  compofition  in  pe- 
riods, and  even  make  the  fenfe  obfcure.  I 
have  obferved  that  in  Shakefpeare’s  blank 
verfe,  when  he  runs  the  verfes  into  one 
another*  which  happens  but  feldom,  (for 
he  does  not"  compofe  verfe  in  periods,  as 
Milton  does),  and  in  other  blank  verfe 
of  that  age,  the  poet  is  not  fufficiently  at- 
tentive to  conclude  the  line  with  a word  of 
emphafis  ; fo  that  there  can  be  no  flop  at 
all  properly  made  at  the  end  of  the  verfe  ; 
and  therefore  either  the  verfe  muft  not  be 
marked,  or  the  fenfe  muft  be  injured. 

And  here  I conclude  my  obfervations 
upon  this  piece  of  the  Halicarnaffian,  up- 
on which  I have  enlarged  the  more,  as  I 
think  it  the  moft  elegant  piece  of  didadtic 
writing  that  I know  ; for  there  is  in  it  an 
elegance  and  copioufnefs  of  ftile  which  I 
do  not  find  in  any  other  writing  of  the 
kind,  not  even  in  the  works  of  Ariftotle. 

1 • 

* Vol.  4.  of  tjils  work,  p.  241,  and  following. 
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There  is  a variety,  too,  in  the  compoh- 
tioD,  which  I think  admirable  ; and  par- 
ticularly he  has  avoided  that  tedious  iame- 
nefs,  which  I have  obferved  * in  a great  deal 
of  the  Latin  compolition,  I mean  the  con- 
cluding the  fentence  or  member  of  the 
fentence  with  a verb.  This  little  work, 
I am  perfuaded,  cod  him  more  pains  than 
any  thing  of  the  fame  fize  that  he  has  writ- 
ten ; and  indeed  it  was  very  natural,  that,  as 
the  fubjed  of  it  was  Compofition,  he  fliould 
make  the  compofition  of  it  as  perfedi  as  he 
could  make  it,  fo  that  it  might  give  his 
pupil  not  only  the  precepts  of  the  art,  but 
an  example  of  the  praftice  of  it.  I hope 
my  friends  at  Oxford,  when  they  give  us 
that  new  edition  of  the  Halicarnaflian’s 
works,  which  I have  recommended  to 
them  t,  will  beftow  particular  attention 
upon  this  work,  fo  neceflary  to  be  ftudied 
by  every  man  who  defires  to  form  a tafte 
of  the  beauty  of  antieht  compofition. 
Some  paffages  in  it  have  been  very  w'cll 
corredled  by  Sylburglus,  Upton,^  and  o- 
thers : And  ihefe  corredions  are  fo  ob- 

• Vol.  4.  p.  227  and  following.  , 

f P.  148.  of  this  to!.— and  p.  288.  of  vol.  4. 
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vious  and  certain,  that  they  ought  to 
be  taken  into  the  text,  and  the  common 
reading  degraded  to  the  bottom  of  the 
page.  But  there  are  other  paflages  that 
have  not  been  corrected,  but  which  abfo- 
lutely  require  it ; of  which  I obferve  one 
in  the  very  laft  fentence  of  the  treatife, 
where  he  exhorts  his  pupil  not  only  to 
learn  the  precepts  of  the  art,  but  to  prac- 
tife  them:  ‘ For,’  fays  he,  ‘ it  will  depend 
‘ Upon  your  labour  in  that  way,  whether 

* the  precepts  are  to  be  of  any  ufe  to  you 

* or  not 

• His  words  are:  Oo  rtt 

■T0r  (rri  Siimv;  mruymytrTmt  yectnr»i  Ttvf  fituXtfct- 

>tv(  tix*  fil^irn  Ti  yv/*fatnic('  aXA*  IW4  Ttif 

xici  xxKarxtH)  xmtxi,  % «>ai  rte  sragayyiAf<cT« 

xMi  *5«h  ’s  Here  I agree 

with-  Upton,  that  the  words  r«v(  /3«u^tfiinv(  have  no 
fcnfe  at  all,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  left  out ; but, 
in  the  following  member  of  the  fentence,  I would  make 
a very  flight  corrcflion,  by  reading  t»  in  place  of  t./j, 

and  «AX’  T«p  x-trtir  XXI  xxxeyrxifii  kutxi,  « rxtu^xix,  &C. 

So  that  1 underftand  xutxi  imperfonally ; and  the  meaning 
is : ‘ That  it  depends  upon  application  and  labour  whe- 
« ther  the  precepts  fhall  be  of  any  ufe  or  not.’  This 
fenfe,  I think,  agrees  much  better  with  the  words  than 
if  we  were  to  retain  the  r.if,  and  read,  as  Upton  would 
have  us  do,  twi  'rtit  sr.fnr. 


FINIS. 
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